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ADVERTISEMENT. 

S OON after this work was under- 
taken, Mr. Dupleix publifhed his 
Memoirc, wherein he falfely charged 
the Englifli Eaft India Company with 
ufurpation of territory, arid other ar- 
bitrary proceedings in the Indies. For 
this reafon it was thought necefiary to 
give at length the authentic grants from 
the court of Delli, as we|l to fhew the 
true ftate of that extraordinary revo- 
lution at Surat, as to prove that the 
Englifli have preferved a due regard to 
the ruling powers of the country, to 
juftice and the law of nations. And 
as Mr. Dupleix has particularly labour- 
ed to prove that Mahomed Allee Cawn 
had no legal right to the government; the 
tranfa&ions ' at Sadrafs, in which his 
title had been fully examined and efta- 
blilhed, were printed at large at the 
A 2 end 
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end of the work. It is fufficient that 
the proofs of this important queftion are 
to be found in the Quarto edition, by 
thofe who chufe to examine fuch pa- 
pers, and it may be prefumed that the 
generality of readers will be better 
pleafed to fee the prefent edition re- 
duced, both in bulk and expence, by 
the omiflion of thofe parts which afforcj 
the leaft entertainment. 



P R E F A C E, 


T HE importance atid novelty of 
a fubjed, of which we have 
hitherto had imperfed and inaccurate 
accounts, induced me to feize every 
opportunity of making myfelf acquaint- 
ed with the tranfadions in the Eaft- 
Indies, by the perufal of authentic pam- 
pers. The fatisfadion I received from 
thofe I had already feen, excited an 
eager defire for further enquiry,' and 
urged me to agree to any conditions 
under which 1 might be enabled to 
gratify my curiofity. 

Nothing but a determination to 
write fome account of India, could 
have entitled me to the fight of fuch 
materials as I have been favoured with, 
or have properly introduced me to the 
free converlation of the perfons princi- 
A 3 pally 
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pally concerned ; which, as it has af- 
forded me the greateft pleafure, as well 
as inftru&ion, I ought never to men- 
tion without due acknowledgments. 
As I efteem it a lingular honour to 
have been indulged lo much beyond my 
expectation, by all whom I have taken 
the liberty to trouble on this occafion, 
I am bound to declare, that every per- 
fon to whom I have applied, without 
exception, has given me full iatisfac- 
tion in every point on which I had oc- 
calion to confult him, and has done it 
with the utmofl: politenels. 

After this, I need not dwell upon 
any further inducements to Write; and 
yet the great reputation which the na- 
tion, and fo many individuals have ac- 
quired in the Eaft -Indies, has doubtlels 
been another very inviting circum- 
flailce. 

There had been two very partial ac- 
counts published by the French ; and 
as Mr. Dupleix alfo in his Mbmoire 

has 



P R E F A G E. 

has mifreprefented many principal fads, 
it became necefiary to ftate them in 
their true light. 

Though nothing appears more im- 
pertinent than the prefixing an account 
of a work to the book itfelf ; yet, as it 
is ufual with moll people to form a falle 
conception of things, and then to be 
difpleafed if they do not find the 
realities exactly conformable to the 
opinions they have entertained, it may 
in fome cafes be pardonable to endea- 
vour to remove fuch prejudices. 

It will not appear ftrange, that the 
generality of the world, through the 
habit of reading novels, and works of 
imagination, fhould expert from an 
hiftory of the Eaft (which has generally 
been made the fcene of mod of their 
ideal ftories) a tale of adventures full 
of wonder and novelty, and nearly 
bordering upon romance. Neither are 
we to be furprifed if others of a. ferious 
caft, having alfo, at the fame time, an 
A 4 elegant 
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elegant turn of mind and a tafte for 
ornament, fhould have exprefled an 
expectation, and, perhaps, hinted their 
advice, that, in order to engage the 
attention of the reader, the work ought 
to be embcllifhed with the ftrange 
manners of a remote people, the works 
of art and the wonders of nature in fo 
very diftant and different a climate from 
our own. 

It is fufficient to fay, in anfwer to 
this, that the work before us is not a 
hiftory of India, nor of war in the 
interior parts of India, but of war on 
the coaft; of war between two Euro- 
pean nations, who have not, till very 
lately, had any connection with the 
governing people of the country. It has 
been entirely owing to the war, that an 
European has been allowed to have any 
kind of familiar commerce with them, 
or that the fervants of the Company 
have been admitted to an acquaintance 
with their courts, the fplendor of which 
has been greatly leflened by the war. 

The 
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The war alone has taught them the 
geography of the country a hundred 
miles round their fettlements; and, 
within thefe few years, thofe who had 
been at Madura, which is about that 
diftance, were as eagerly liftened to 
when they returned to Madrafs, and 
their accounts were as new to all that 
heard them, as if they had come from 
Pekin: but it does not appear that 
thofe accounts were very amufing, or 
that they would afford any entertain- 
ment to make up for the interruption 
they would give to the thread of the 

When the defign of the work is 
once explained, it will then beft be 
feen whether it has been properly exe- 
cuted. The two things chiefly pro- 
pofed by it were, firft, to make the 
generality of the readers acquainted 
with the geography of the country, of 
which they have as yet very imperfect 
and confufed notions ; and, in the fe- 
cond place, to lay before the more in- 
formed, 
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farmed, an exad, clear, and impar- 
tial flate of fads, drawn entirely from 
authentic papers; by which they may 
judge , for themfelves, without comment 
or reflections to biafs them, whether 
the civil and military officers of the 
Englilh, or French Eaft-India Com- 
pany abroad, have aded with the mofl: 
uprightnefs and bravery, in the courle 
of the war, and the negotiations rela- 
tive to it. 

This being the real defign of the 
work, every kind of decoration that 
was not neceflary to illuftrate fads 
would have diverted the attention of 
the reader from a clofe view of the 
condud of the two nations, by which 
he is to form his judgment. 

Had thefe materials fallen into" the 
hands of any perfon capable of render- 
ing them more pleafing, by his fupe- 
rior tafte in eompofltion, and a happy 
elegance of ftile, furely he would have 
employed thofe talents injudicioufly, 
5. had 
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had he beftowed them on this Work: 
for the greateft part of it (in order to 
fupport by authorities what is advanced 
as fad) is an affemblage of treaties, 
debates, grants, articles of war, and 
letters. Thefe are here a neceffsry, 
but they are not a favourite part of 
any work: but there are two pieces 
that are the moft valuable and eflential 
to the whole. The liege of Fort St. 
George, which being a journal, muft 
of courfe be dry; and colonel Law- 
rence’s oWn narrative of his campaigns, 
which, though full of inftrudion, was 
written in a camp, with the foldier- 
like iplainnefs which is the diftinguifti- 
ing charader of that excellent officer. 

It is now fubmitted to the public, 
whether it would have been proper to 
have given a different colour to the 
continuation of a narrative which had 
pleafed all who had feen it, by its un- 
affeded fimplicity: and if, .after what 
has been faid, I ffiall be eonvided of 
an error in judgment, it will neither 

furprize 
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furprize nor give me any concern, pro-* 
rided I am not proved to have made 
any eflential miftake in matters of fad. 
And herein I flatter myfelf I cannot be 
greatly to blame, as I am certain that 
I have not put down any material cir- 
cumftance without the authority of 
authentic papers, or without confulting 
with the feveral perfons concerned, and 
examining moft thoroughly every thing 
that has appeared dubious* 

As I have taken fo much pains not 
to give credit too haftily to any infor- 
mations I may have received, I may be 
allowed to defire the reader will not 
too raflily give ear to fuch teftimony as 
he may think will confute them; and 
particularly, that he will not fuppofe 
a man the better acquainted with fads 
for having been in India, unlefs he has 
been in that very part which was the 
fcene of the tranfadion in queftion; for 
the feveral fettlements being lbme as 
remote from others as England is from 
Turky or Africa, the people on one 

coaft 
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coaft have fometimes no more know- 
ledge of what is doing on the other, 
than we have at home. 

It is alfo to be expedted, that thofe 
who have been witnefles to any event 
which it has been thought proper to 
relate concifely, will be ready to im- 
pute that brevity to a want of informa- 
tion; when, at the lame time, the 
European reader will think that very 
narrative too long, and the detail top 
minute and uninterefting. 

I have, therefore, in handling every 
new fubject, endeavoured to confine 
myfelf to the moft recent, as well as 
the moft important events, alone ; and 
have avoided going too far back in 
point of time, as that might occafion a 
confufion, by introducing a variety of 
perfons, and a multiplicity of ftrange 
names; which would certainly give 
fi heavinefs, if not a ridicule to the 
whole. 

This 
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This naturally leads to the mention 
of another difficulty. 

The Afratic Monarchs are exceed- 
ingly fond of affuming new names, and 
frequently bellow them on others as a 
very ferious and important favour ; and 
indeed they generally confer them en- 
graved on a feal-ring, which exempts 
the wearer from all taxes, tolls, and 
impofts, where-ever he appears with it 
in the dominions of the Prince who 
beftows it. 

By this means it often happens, that 
different perfons have the fame appel- 
lation', and that the fame perfon is call- 
ed by different names *, which creates 
a confufion not always in the power of 
the writer to prevent } lipce it is by no 
means proper to alter a name in the 
ligriature of original papers ; and yet, 


* Eradmoodin Cawn being always mentioned in 
the French accounts by his other name Muzapberz- 
tng, it was thought proper to alter his appellation 
throughout the Narrative. 

when 
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when the reader fees the fame perfon 
figning a different name from that 
which he is commonly diftinguifhed 
by, he will be apt to think there is 
fome miftake. 

As it is impoffible to find out any 
criterion to fpell the Perfic and Indian 
names by, fince they are fo varioufly 
pronounced and fo differently written 
by perfons of the fame nation, I can- 
not pretend to be e$a£t in this parti- 
cular. The French having publifhed 
an account of the war fome years ago, 
many readers will have been habituated 
to fee names of fome of the princi- 
pal perfons fpelt after their manner; 
therefore, for the fake of conformity, 
I have ufed the fame confbnants as I 
find employed by M. Dupleix and his 
countrymen; but as their vowels are 
pronounced fo very differently from the 
Englifh, I have, for the moft part, 
altered them accordingly. The word 
which fignifies a warrior, is written by 
the Englifh jung, jing, or jenk ; but as 
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the French, and particularly M. Du- 
pleix, write it zing, I have done To 
likewife; for though many hold the 
other to he the true pronounciation, 
there are fome who make it doubtful ; 
efpecially when they fay the word 
Gen too, or Jentoo, might be fpelt 
with a z * ; and it becomes the more 
3 matter of indifference, when we call 
to mind the reciprocal letters of the 
Spaniards ; who fpell many words both 
with the x and j an d give exactly 


* In like manner, Jemidar is very often fpelt Ze- 
midar. 

•j- The Spaniards, in their voyage to Peru, hav- 
ing occafion to mention our (hip the Chichefter, 
■write it Sixter-, and as we have moft of our fpellings 
of eaftern words from foreigners, or inaccurate fea- 
men and traders, it may be allowable to make fome al- 
terations ; though, from the force of habit, fome 
people will condemn thofe which are made upon the 
beft reafons. The French having always been imi- 
tated by us in the fpelling of Schah and Khan, tho’ 
the words have for that reafon often been pronounc- 
ed wrong, the obvious fpelling of thefe names with 
w, which helps to give the true found to the vowel, 
will at firft be thought a blameable Angularity : to 
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the fame found to the one as to the 
other. 

I could hardly avoid faying thus 
much, on a fubject very uninterefting 
in itfelf, and, poffibly, tirefome to the 
generality of readers ; I Ihall therefore 
piirfue it no further. 


avoid a charge of that kind, I have not often deviat- 
ed from the common fpelliug, but as it was necefftry 
to do it fometimes, I have particularly taken care to 
alter fuch as might miflead the reader into the fup- 
polition of falfe etymologies, and give him erroneous 
ideas of things: as in the ufual ipelling of the word 
,SV^poy, which made it generally fuppofed, that the 
.SV-poys, who are loot loldicrs, were either failois 
or marines. 
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PERSIC 


Banc, 

Batta, 


Betel, 


Bramin, 

Buckshee, 

Bunder, 

Chinam, 

Chop, 


Choultry, 


O F 


and INDIAN NAMES. 


j N intoxicating juice of a vege- 
table. 

An extraordinary allowance to the army 
when abroad in the field, or in any 
counfry where garrifon provifions 
arc fcarce. 

A leaf, not unlike that of a kidney- 
bean ; it grows on a vine exa&Iy in 
the fame manner; and is in great 
ufe, from the Prince to the beggar. 
They conftantly chew it, mixed 
with Chinam and Betcl-nut; for the 
Betel-leaf and the Betel-nut arc from 
different plants. The farmers of 
Madrafs pay the Company from fix 
to feven thoufand pounds a year for 
the exclufive privilege of vending it. 

A prieft. 

Traafurer to the Mogul, 

A cuftom-houfe. 

Fine flacked lime. 

A (mail feal, pn which is engraved the 
name of the Mogul and the year of 
the hegyra. 

An open houfe for all travellers, the 
fame as a Turkifh caravanlerai. A 
bramin refides always in or near it, 
a 2 to 
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Chout, 


Circar, or 
Sircar, 

CoFFREES, 


CoLLERIES, 

CodLEY, 

Coss, 

CowLE, 

Dooley, 

Durbar, 

Dustuck, 
Firman, or 
Phirmaunp, 
Gentou, 
ZfiNTOO, 
Jageer, or 

jAqUEER, 


Jemidar, or 
Zemidar, 


Killedar, 

Lack, 
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to keep it clean, and to furnifh tra- 
vellers with water, &c. He is main- 
tained by an endowment. 

Properly a fourth, but commonly ufed 
to exprefs the tribute which the Ma- 
rattas claim and raife on all the go- 
vernments in India. 

' general name for the government, 

J or perfons concerned in the admi- 
niftrution. 

(By the French called Cafres) is now 
become the general name for all ne- 
groes who are brought to India from 
the Cape, the coalt of Guinea, or 
any other parts of Africa, and chief- 
ly from Madagafcar : they arc brave 
and Heady in the field. 

Inhabitants of the woods under the go- 
vernment of the Polygars. 

A labourer of any kind. 

A little more than two miles. 

A protection. 

A womans chair, fomewhat like a 
fedan. 

The court of a Mogul Prince, or place 
where they meet in council. 

An order. 

} A patent, or paper figned by the 

J Mogul, 

| Indians, Idolaters. 

7 A territory or domain granted for a 

J particular ufe, either to maintain a 
number of troops, or keep a fort in 
repair} and fometimes as a pcnfion. 

} Officers of horfe Qr foot, and fome- 

3 times people of rank employed about 
the perfons of the great in the admi- 
niftration. 

A governor of a fort. 

Of roupees, about twelve thoufand five 
hundred pounds. 

A variable weight; at Bengal, fe- 
4 venty* 


Maund. 
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venty-fix pounds ; at Surat, thirty- 
feven pounds one half j in Perfia, the 
Tabarele Maund is only fix pounds. 

Moors, The Mahometans improperly fo called. 

Nabob, A governor of a province, appointed 

by the Souba, or Viceroy. 

Naib, A deputy. 

OmraH$, Privy Counfellors, men of the firft 

rank in the empire ; they are under 
the Vizier, but are moftly concern- 
ed in ail the revolutions of the ftate. 

Paddy, Rice in the hufk. 

Pagoda, An Indian temple. 

Pagoda, A coin paid by the Company at eight 

{hillings, but intriniically worth le- 
ven (hillings and eight pence. 

Pallankeen, A bed, fupportedby a woodenorivory 

frame of fix feet long, and near 
three f et broad, fattened at each end 
with crofs flicks to a bamboo fifteen 
feet long, which forms an arch over 
the pallankeen or bed, and is cover- 
ed with a canopy of cloth lined with 
filk, and ftiffened with ribs of the co- 
conut tree. 

Par ag ana, Any diftridl of country. 

PaRvSEes, Worfhippers of fire. 

Patamar, A poft or meffenger fent from place to 

place. 

[Peons, A name for the infantry of the Dec- 

kan | they are armed with a broad- 
fword, and fome times with a match- 
lock. 

Pettah, The town furrounding an Indian fort. 

Phousdar, A renter. 

Poly gar, Lord of a fmall territory. 

Mja, The higheft title of theGentoo princes. 

Koupee, About two (hillings and five pence. 

Baneds, Commiffions, or grants for particular 

countries. 

|ardar, An officer of horfe. 

Iepoys, Indian foldiers, which are entertained 

and difeiplined by Europeans, 
a 3 * Shroff, 
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Shroff, 
Sir pah, 
Sou BA, 

Tank, 

Tanka, 


Tom Toms, 
To I’ A5&E5, 


Vakeel, 


A money changer, or banker. 

A rich drcfb of the country. 

Viceroy of one of the two great pro-r 
vinces. 

A pond, or poo! of water. 

The revenue appropriated by the Mo- 
gul for the maintenance of a fleet 
at Surat. 

Drums. 

Black foot-fddiers, defccncfcd from 
Portuguese marrying natives, called 
To pa Acs bccaufc they wear hats. 

An agent or miniftcr for the Moors. 


intro-, 
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F O R the better undemanding any accounts 
of a country, with which the European 
reader is fo little acquainted, it is necelTary firft 
to inform him of fuch particulars as ferve to ex- 
plain the tranfadtions and events in, the work 
before him. 

It is generally fuppofed, that the Peninfula 
within the Ganges is under the immediate go- 
vernment of the Mogul himfelf, and that the 
royal mandates from Delli are, according to 
the received notion of fo arbitrary a dominion, 
obeyed in the moft remote parts of the coaft. 
This is fo far from the truth, that a great part 
of that vaft Peninfula never acknowledged any 
fubjedtion to the throne of Delli, till the reign 
of Aurengzebe ; and the revenues from thofe 
Indian Kings and Moorifh governors, who were 
conquered or employed by him, have, lince 
his deatji, been intercepted by the Viceroys, 
which his weaker l'uccefibrs have appointed for 
the government of the Peninfula : fo that at 
this time neither can the tribute from the fe- 
veral potentates reach the Court of Delli, nor 
a 4 the 
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the vigour of the government extend from the 
capital to thofc remote countries. And ever 
fince the province of Indoftan was ruined by 
Nadir Shaw, the weaknefs of the Mogul, and 
the policy and confirmed independency of the 
Viceroys have in a manner confined the influ- 
ence of the government to its inland depart- 
ment. 

Let it therefore be underftood, that the So- 
vereign poflifies a third only, and that the leall 
valuable part, of his own vafl: empire. Ben- 
g .i, the fmalleft, but mod fertile province, is 
governed by a Viceroy. The other divifion, 
called thp Deckan, extending from Balafore 
Jagonaut (or thereabouts, for the geography is 
certainly not fettled) to Cape Comorin, is alfo 
delegated by the Mogul to another Viceroy, of 
exceeding great power, having within hisjurif- 
didlion liven large territories, to which he 
has the undilputed right of nominating feven 
Nabobs, or governors of provinces. In all 
parts of India there arc ftill large diftridts, 
which have preferved, with the Gentoo reli- 
gion, the old form of government under In- 
dian Kings called Raja’s. Such are Maiflbrc, 
whofe capital is Seringapatam, and Tanjore, 
whofe capital is Tanjore. There are alfo 
among the woods and mouritairtous parts of the 
country feveral petty Princes, or heads of clans, 
diftinguiaicd by the name of Polygars. Thefe 
are all tributary to the Nabobs, and thofe to the 
Viceroy, whofe capital is Aurengabad. The 
Carnatick is that part of the Dcckan which 

com- 
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comprehends the principal fettlements of the 
Europeans, Madrais, and Pondicherry, and alfo 
Arcot. To eftablifh the government of the 
laft named province, and to oppofe the hoftile 
intentions of Mr. Dupleix, the Englifli Eaft- 
India Company engaged in this war in fup- 
port of Mahomet Alice Cawn. 

As it is neceflary, that the reader fhould be 
well acquainted with the geography of this 
country, without which he can never have any 
juft notion of the government of it, the moft 
accurate maps of particular fpots have been 
procured, and diftinftly engraved; and there 
is alfo prefixed an outline of the whole country 
unincumbered with the finaller divifions, and ' 
containing only the names of fuch places as are 
moft frequently mentioned, in order to give at 
one view, a full idea of the whole empire of 
India within the Canges, and to fhew the con- - 
fcquence of the two great viceroyalties, com-, 
pared with that of the principal feat of govern- 
ment. 

The chain of mountains which run through 
the peninfula from north to fouth, are the caufe 
of an extraordinary phenomenon in natural hif- 
tory. The countries which are feparated by 
thefe mountains, though under the fame lati- 
tude, have their feafons and climate entirely 
different from each other ; and while it Ms 
winter on one fide of the hills, it is fuminer 
on the other fide. On the coaft of Malabar a 
fouth-weft wind begins to blow from the fea at 

the 
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the end of June, with continued rain, and 
rages againft the coaft for four months, during 
which time the weather is calm and ferene on 
the coaft of Coromandel ; and towards the end 
of October, the rainy feafon, which they term 
the Change of the Monfoon, begins on the 
coaft of Coromandel : at which time, the tem- 
peftuous winds bearing continually againft a 
coaft in which there are no good ports, make 
it fo dangerous for the Ihipping to remain 
there, for the three enfuing months, that it is 
fcarce ever attempted. This is the caufe of the 
periodical return of our ftiips to Bombay, where 
there is a fecure harbour, and convenient docks. 

When the reader has been made acquainted 
with fo much of the geography of the country 
as is abfolutely necefl'ary for his underftanding 
the nature of the government, it will be pro- 
per that he ftiould be fatisfied in regard to cer- 
tain doubts and difticulties that will naturally 
arife in the perufal of the work. 

Without a few previous explanations, he 
will never be able to conceive, by what means 
a handful of Europeans ftiould appear fo re- 
fpcdtable in the field, when oppofed to a mul- 
titude of Afiatics. As this is owing to a num- 
ber of concurring circumftanccs, it will be re- 
quifite to give fome account of fuch of their 
manners, habits, and prejudices, as may have a 
nearer or more remote influence on their mili- 
tary character. 


Nothing 
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Nothing appears a greater difficulty to the 
military men in this part of the world, than the 
poffibility of fubfifting fuch vaft multitudes as 
the Afiatic armies frequently confift of, efpeci- 
ally with fo large a proportion of horfe. 

If it be matter of aftonifhmcnt, that fuch 
numbers of fighting men are frequently brought 
into the field, how will it appear when it is 
added to the account that every horfe-man has 
two fervants, one to take care of his horfe, the 
other to procure him forage, and that all thefc 
are accompanied by their wives and children, 
that there always follows the camp a move- 
able town of fhops, where every thing is to be 
fold as in their cities ; fome hundreds of ele- 
phants for flate only, and a train of women 
(with their numberlefs retinue) belonging to 
the Prince and the great officers. For when- 
ever the Sovereign moves, he is more taken up 
with a vain oftentation of pomp and magnifi- 
cence, than with the objedt of the war ; and it 
is his pleafure that his fubjefts (fiould abandon 
the capital in order to augment his numbers *. 

* I took a view of the Lefkar, or Mogul’s camp, which 
is one of the greateft wonders I ever beheld (and chiefly for 
that I faw it fet up and finifhed in lefs than four hours) it 
being no lefs than twenty Englifh miles in compafs, the 
length fomeways three coffes (about feven miles) including 
the fkirts: in the middle, where the ftrcctsare orderly, and 
tents joined, there are all forts of fhops, and fo regularly 
difpoled, that every man knows whither to go diredtly for 
what he wants ; each man of quality, and every trade be- 
ing appointed how far from the King’s tents they (hall pitch, 
yrh*t ground they fhall take up, and on what fide, without 

To 
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To provide for all thefe, the whole country 
is put in motion, and the ftrifteft orders are 
given for all proviiions to be brought into the 
camp. By thefe means, all the cities far and 
near are exhaufled, but the camp, for the moil 
part, is plentifully (applied. 

The forage is procured in the following 
manner. Every horfe-man is allowed a man 


ever altering. All which, as it lies together, is almoft 
equal to any town in Europe for greatnefs : but no man 
nutft approach the royal quarter, by a mufket-ihot eveiy 
•wav, which is now fo ftiidlly obferved, that none are ad- 
mitted but by name : and the time of the durbar in the 
evening is omitted, and fpent in hunting or hawking oil 
pools by boats, in which the King takes wonderful delight, 
and his barges ate removed on cans with him. Sir Tho- 
mas Roe's Jew nal. 

In imitation of their Sovereign, and from the fame mo- 
tives of pride and vanity, the lefier Princes and Viceroys, 
aiTed the fame magnificence in the fplendor of their camps 
and the number of their followers. Thofe who were with 
Nazir zing in 1750, give the like defeription of his camp, 
being well allured that it exceeded twenty miles in circum- 
ference; but as for the numbers, there is no way of afccr- 
taining them ; therefore they only fay, they were reported 
on the fpot to have been 300,000 fighting men, and might 
pofiibly have been near 200,000 ; and the followers of the 
camp faid to have exceeded a million, might poflibly have 
amounted to half that number. Nazirzing’s army being, at 
that time, in the heart of his own dominions, and undif- 
turbed by marauders, was regularly fupplied from all the 
neighbouring towns, which, by receiving ready money for 
their provifions, were enabled to pay the arrears of their re- 
venues, fo that the Viceroy maintained this amazing multi- 
tude by the collections and contributions which he raifed in 
his march, without diminifhing from the treafur.es which 
he always carried with him, and which ferved to fill twenty 
tents with gold and filver coin. 

z ' for 
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for the purpofc, who is conftantly employed h 
cutting turf, and walhing the roots of it : and 
this is a more hearty food for a horfe than grafs. 
A fhower of rain produces another crop in a 
few days time : and in cafe of continued dry 
weather, they move their camp to frefh 

Many of the Indians abftain from all kinds 
of animal food, and the greateft part of them 
ufe rice, as their common and almoft only fuf- 
tenance : and as they have fo great a veneration 
for cows, they are all prohibited by their reli- 
gion, from killing any of that fpecies j there- 
fore there generally is a fufficient fupply of beef 
for the Mahometan foldiery, and the fmall pro- 
portion of Europeans. But to leffen the fur- 
prize of the more exa<5t calculator, it muft be 
l'uppofed, that thefe numerous armies feldom 
keep the field any time, without great lofs by 
famine ; for a very confiderable diminution is 

* They alfojfeed their horfes in the rice fields, and where 
meat is plenty, they boil the offal to rags, and mixing, it 
with butter and fonie forts of grain, make balls 6f it, winch 
they thruft down the horfe’s throat. In a fcarcity of provi- 
fions, they give them opium, which has the fame effect 
horti on the horfes and men, for at once it damps their ap- 
petites, and enables them to endure fatigue. The horfes 
of the country, are naturally fo exceedingly vicious, that 
they are not to be broke in the manage, and cannot be 
brought to a& with the fame regularity in the field as a 
fquadron of European cavalry. The Perfian horfes being, 
more gentle and docile, are greatly efleemed, and often va- 
lued at a thoufand guineas. Thofe of Indi<t, fell for fifty 
ora hundred, 

fcarcely 
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fiercely felt, amonglt fuch numbers, and very 
little regarded from any notions of humanity : 
a famine is, therefore, neither confidered as any 
thing extraordinary, nor will the memory of it 
ever prevent the aflemblage of another multi- 
tude, who mull alfo be liable to the fame 
chances of fubfilling or flarving, as accident 
lhall determine. In like manner, allowance 
mull be made for the great lofs and damage 
they fuftain in men, bealls, and all the imple- 
ments of war, as often as they move in diffi- 
cult roads and defiles *, and particularly in 
their method of palling over great rivers. For 
their rivers, when they are not fordable, in the 
rainy fcafon become torrents, being fwelled to 
fuch a degree, that they are not to be palled 
but flantwife, the landing place being frequently 
above a mile below the place of embarkation, 
and heavy veffels, built of timber, could not be 
brought up againll the ftream to ferve again. 

They therefore make large boats of a kind 
of bafket-work, which they cover with fkins. 

* Wc mjrched every other day about four cofles only* 
with fuch a train of baggage, as was almoft impoffible to be 
kept in rrder ; we pafled through woods, and over mountains 
thick of bufhes, where many camels perifhed ; and many 
people tired with the difficulties of an impaflable way, went 
away to Agra, and all complained. I loft my tents and 
carts, but by midnight we met again. The King refted two 
days ; for the Lefkars could not in lefs time recover their 
order; many of the King’s women, and thoufandsof 
coaches, carts, and camels, lying in the woody mountains 
without meat or water. He himfelf got through on a fmall 
elephant that will climb up rocks, and pafs fuch ftraits, that 
no horfe or bcaft I have feen, can follow him* Sir Thomas 
Roe's Journal. 


As 
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As there muft always be great plenty of hides in 
fo numerous an army, they are eafily made. 

They are very light and manageable, and yet 
will carry above fifty horfe, and are capable of 
tranfporting the heavieft artillery. 

It is owing entirely to an ignorance of the 
manners of the Afiatics, that many people ima- 
gine they can never be made foldiers. It may 
perhaps be fliewn that they never will, whilft 
the fame wretched government and abhorrence 
of innovation fubfifts: but thofe are greatly 
mhlaken, who attribute their dread of fire 
arms, and particularly of artillery, to a daftardly 
difpofition, and an invincible timidity. 

The true caufe lies in the inexperience of 
their leading men, who never underftood the 
advantages of difeipline, and who have kept 
their infantry upon too low a footing. Their 
cavalry (which are, among them, very re- 
fpedtable, and alfo well paid) though not back- 
ward to engage with fabres, are extremely un- 
willing to bring their horfes within the reach of 
our guns ; fo that they do not decline an en- 
gagement fo much through fear for their lives, 
as for their fortunes, which are all laid out in 
the horfe they ride on. As an inftance of the 
affe&ion they contract for fo ferviceable a crea- 
ture, Morarow, the general of the Marattas, 
having had his ' favourite horfe (hot, mourned 
for him three days, after their manner, that is 
to fay, was fo long without his turban. 

Such 
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Such of the natives as have been difciplined 
and encouraged by Europeans, and formed into 
a regular infantry, under officers of their own, 
and generally known by the name of fepoys, 
have familiarized themfcjvcs to fire arms, and 
behaved well behind walls j and when we 
give them ferjeants to lead them on, they make 
no contemptible figure in the field. 

Nothing is fo ruinous to their military af- 
fairs, as the falfe notion which is generally en- 
tertained among them, and chiefly by their com- 
manders, in relation to artillery. They are ter- 
rified with that of the enemy, and foolifhly put 
a confidence in their own, and what is the 
molt fatal miftake, they place their chief de- 
pendance on the largeft pieces, which they nei- 
ther know how to manage nor move. They 
give them pompous aijd founding names, as the 
Italians do to their guns, and have fome pieces 
which carry a ball of fifty pounds. When we 
march round them with our light field pieces, 
and make it neccffijry to move thofe enormous 
weights, their bullocks, which are at belt very 
untradable, if a fhot comes among them, are 
quite ungovernable j and at the fame time arc 
fo ill harnefled, that it caufes no fmall delay to 
, free the reft from any one that fhall happen to 
be unruly or flain. . 

In war with the Afiatics alone, we have a 
much greater advantage in their being fo very 
tenacious of their old manners, than in their 
want of bravery. Not only the Prince himfelf, 

but 
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but every Raja, who has the command of* all 
the forces he can bring into the field, be they 
more or lels, always appears among them 
mounted on an elephant, and is at once the 
general and enfign or ftandard of that corps, 
who keep their eyes conftantly on him j and if 
they lofe fight of him for a moment, conclude 
that all is loft. Thus we find, Aurengzchc 
gained two battles by the treachery of thole 
who defired his two victorious brothers to get 
down from their elephants, mount their horles, 
and purfue the vanquifhed: their troops mif- 
fing them, immediately difperied. The lame 
practice, continued to this day, affords our en- 
gineers a fair opportunity of deciding the fate 
of a whole detachment by one well directed 
difeharge of a fix pounder: and thofe enor- 
mous hearts, now feem to be brought into 
field for no other end but to be a mark for our 
artillery. It is faid, they begin to fee the dan- 
ger of this practice, but furely that might have 
been found long fince ; for before the ufe of 
artillery, the general, thus diftinguifhed, was 
in like manner expofed to the arrows of a 
whole army, and yet we always find them in 
the fame perilous ftation. Porus is faid to have 
been pierced with nine’arrows, and to have 
funk from his elephant with innumerable 
wounds. It fhould feem probable, that not 
merely their regard for antient manners, but 
the expediency of keeping their troops together 
by this fignal, will induce them to continue the 
fame method } the neceffity of which will ap- 
b pear 
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pear from the conduft and fuccefs of Aureng- 
zebe, who, when he found his army giving 
way on every fide, ordered chains to be fatten- 
ed about the legs of his elephant, to convince 
• them that he would not give the example of 
flight j and that thofe to whom his life was dear 
or intcrefting, could preferve it by no other 
means but firmly maintaining their ground. It 
may perhaps be a farther illuftration of this 
pra<ttice, to fhew the conformity of cuftoms 
among remote and different barbardus nations, 
unlkillcd in the military fcience. 

In the hiftories of America, we find Mon- 
tezuma reprefented as performing no part of a 
general, but only fitting in an exalted ttage on 
men’s fhoulders, and lerving as a confpicuous 
ttandard to his troops. 

To fhew that they themfelves are fenfible of 
the danger of being thus expofed, they will 
fometimes avail themfelves of the only device 
that can afford them any fecurity. For it has 
been obferved, that feveral elephants caparifon- 
ed alike, with riders in the fame rich and fplen- 
did habits, have appeared in different parts of 
the field on the fame day. 

Anothi r great obflacle to their fuccefs in 
war, is their luperftition, and particularly their 
ftridt obfervance of lucky and unlucky days, 
which often prevents them from taking the 
mott obvious advantages of an enemy* 


Being 
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Being fond of all kinds of beads of prey, 
they keep great numbers of them, and often 
vifit them before they give battle; and if they 
find them heavy and dull, they think it a bad 
omen, and a realon fufficient to poftpone their 
intended defign of an adtion ; and on the other 
hand, the accidental fury of the animal is re- 
garded as a happy omen of fucccfs. They 
have alfo a cullom of matching two wild 
beads, mod commonly elephants ; and hav- 
ing given their own name to the one, and that 
of the er.emy to the other, they bring them to- 
gether to fight in prefence of their army: but 
in this cudom, they are not altogether to be 
condemned for l'uperditious folly, fince they 
have the policy to make it a very unequal 
match, and to give their own name to the 
dronged. 

The art of influencing the vulgar to engage 
in any great undertaking, by the aid of thel'e 
prejudices, is rare, where the chiefs are them- 
lelves alio fuperditious: but it frequently hap- 
pens, that great obdacles are by thefe means 
thrown in their way, and many of their de- 
figns made to mifearry by artful people. Jn or- 
der to give an authentic reprefentation of fuch 
practices, the following extraft of a letter from 
colonel Lawrence, to the Governor of Foi t St. 
George, is here inferted. 

“We made one march nearer the enemv, 
“ and intended to have poded ourfelves this 
“ day on the road between Wandewafh and 
b 2 “ Pon- 
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“ Pondicherry, but were prevented by the fol- 
“ lowing unforefeen accident. For fotne days 
“ paft, the black people attending the camp, 
,c have been very lickly, and fome of them 
“ died every day, and that by almoft inftanta- 
“ neous deaths, owing partly to the feafon of 

the year, and in fome meafure to bad water. 
“ A Bramin, moft probably employed by the 
“ enemy, came into our camp, and by pre- 
“ tending infpirations, he gathered about him 
“ a crowd of Malabar people ; thefe he threa- 
“ tened with the vengeance of their gods if 
“ they followed the camp, and very artfully in- 
“ linuated, that the prefent reigning ficknefs 
“ amongft them, was a punifhment inflidted 
“ on them by their god, who was offended at 
“ their remaining with the Englifli. Upon 
“ this, all the * Cooleys deferted.” 

But what is the greateft obftacle of all, to 
their becoming a military people, is, that thofe 
who have once had fuch fuccefs in the field, as 
to obtain the name of Fortunate, being thereby 
confidered as invincible, and in confequence un- 
molefted for a time, are willing to fave the 
needlefs expence of an army. For this reafon 
there are few veterans, and moft of their ar- 
mies conlift of an affemblage of various people 
haftily brought together from different parts j 
fo that there can be no fuch thing as difcipline. 


* Blacks who are hired to carry the baggage, and fome- 
times to draw the guns. 


without 
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without which, numbers are but an impedi- 
ment, and bravery ineffectual. 

Notwithstanding they have fo feverely 
fuffcrcd by being furprized in the night by the 
Europeans •, they can never be brought to efta- 
blilh either order or vigilance in their camp : 
and when they have aded with us as allies, the 
molt earned remonftrances could never prevail 
/with them to be fufficiently upon their guard, 
when in the neighbourhood of the French, or 
to quit their ground in the morning, to co- 
operate with us in furprizing the enemy. 

At the clofe of the evening, every man eats 
an inconceivable quantity of rice, and many 
take after it fome kind of foporific drugs ; fo 
that about mid-night, the whole army is in a 
dead fleep : the confequence of thefe habits is 
obvious j and yet it would appear a llrange pro- 
pofition to an Eaftern Monarch, to endeavour 
to perfuade him, that the fecurity of his throne 
depended upon the regulation of the meals of 
a common foldier : much lefs would he be pre- 
vailed on to reftrain him in the ufe of that 
opium, which is to warm his blood for adion, 
and animate his foul with heroifm. It mull: 
fill the mind of an European foldier at once 
with compafiion and contempt, to fee a heap 
of thefe poor creatures, folely animated by a 
momentary intoxication, crowded into a breach, 
and both in their garb and impotent fury, re- 
ambling a mob of frantic women. 

b 3 
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There is certainly an appearance of effemi- 
nacy in the Eaftern dreis, which has at all 
times greatly contributed to leflen their military 
character with the European nations, who, 
from their own habits and prejudices, will na- 
turally receive a ftrange imprdlion, upon fee- 
ing a body of horfe in filk or cotton robes. 
Thefe lad mentioned particulars are not infill- 
ed on as any part of the argument ; the fore- 
going accounts will fuffioiently demonftratc, 
that a nation under fuch circumftances, can 
never become a military people. 

And yet, there is no charader they are fo 
fond of as that of a warrior; and as they have 
no other notion of government, they have been, 
from time immemorial, continually at war with 
one another. They will dill talk in a very 
high drain of their paflion for military glory ; 
and as the word zing (or rung) in their language, 
fignifies a foldier, it will appear, by the fre- 
quency of that termination to moil of the names 
mentioned in the following fhcets, how gene- 
rally they affed the honour of that title. 

Upon this occafion, it would be great injus- 
tice to our commanders on the coail of Coro- 
mandel, not to obferve, that they have always 
had to contend with a fuperior body of Euro- 
peans, conduded by leaders of experience and 

rank in the French armv. 

* 

Thus far it has been requifite to relate fuch 
of the Afiatic manners, as may give fome light 

to 
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to the accounts of their military operations; and 
it might perhaps be not altogether unpleafing 
to the reader, nor ufelefs on this oacafion, to 
relate fome farther particulars of the Moors, 
who are the governing people of India, and 
particularly of the Mogul. To enter into a 
minute defcription of the cuftoms of the In- 
dians, though they were the original inhabi- 
tants (befides that Bernier, Thevenot, Taver- 
nier, and others *, have treated of them at 
large) is not the dcfign of this work, and more 
particularly belongs to the commercial hiftory 
of thefe countries. But for the illuftration of 
the events of war, the manners of the Moors 
who have ufurped the government, are chiefly 
to be examined into. 

It is extremely difficult to give any recent 
account of thefe Princes, as they are by cuftom 
proud, have a contempt for other nations, and 
admit no one to their courts, unlefs it be fuch 
as by any peculiar talent may happen to admi- 
nilter to the gratification of fane prelent fancy, 
or to the relief of any diforder they may la- 
bour under. They have an implicit faith in 

* There is a very good account by Terry, chaplain to 
Sir Thomas Roc’s emtaily, printed along with the En Jifh 
tranflation of Pietro de la Valle’s travels to the Malabar 
coaft. 

f It is a great impropiiety to call the Mahomctan-ufuip- 
ers of India by the name of Moors : and yet, as the vy Titers' 
of all nations have always given them that appellation, it 
would now be a greater impropriety to deviate Irom tlut 
ufage. 

b 4 the 
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the abilities of the European phyficians. It is 
owing to this opinion, that Bernier was enabled 
to give fo ample and authentic an account of 
the life and manners of Aurengzebe. He tra- 
velled with him in his extraordinary journey to 
Cachemire, of which he has given a clear, 
comprehenfive, and moft entertaining journal. 
As Bernier’s whole account of the Mogul Em- 
pire, is fo full and indrudlive, it is much more 
proper to recommend the perufal of it to the 
reader, than to tranferibe, as is too often the 
practice, from a book that is in every body’s 
hands, and which is, throughout, full of ufe 
and entertainment. 

But on the other hand, where there are 
books that, anaidfl a quantity of ufelefs matter, 
have fome few curious particulars ; or when any 
fcarce trail is either out of print, or only to be 
found among large colleitions •, in fuch cafe, it 
may be allowable to give extracts of the moft 
ufeful paffages. The juftnefs of the foregoing 
obfervation, will be (hewn, if the majority of 
readers (hall happen to be unacquainted with 
the journal of fo eminent a perfon as Sir Tho- 
mas lloe, who was ambaflador from James I. 
to the Mogul Jehan Guire. As no Eng- 
lilhman has , lately had the opportunity of 
fo familiar an intercourfe with thofe Mo- 
narchs, the accounts given by him of the fplen- 
dor of the Mogul, fo greatly diminifhed of late 
years, with fome particulars of his private life, 
may not improperly be here inferted : and it is 
to be remarked, that fo ftridt is their attach- 
ment 
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pent to antient manners, that they never change 
their modes of life or fafhions : and therefore 
whoever reads a defcription of them in any dis- 
tant time, will have a mod exad representation 
of their prefent manners. 

Ex trad of a letter from Sir Thom as Roe, 
to the Archbifhop of Canterbury, 
dated Adfmere, January 29, 1615. 

* 'T'lIESE people have no written laws: the 

* A King’s judgment binds ; who fits and 

* gives Sentence once a week with much pa- 

* tience, both in civil and criminal caufes, 

* where Sometimes he fees the execution done 

* by his elephants with too much delight in 

* blood. 

* His governors of provinces rule by his fir- 

* mans, which are his letters or commiifions 

* authorizing them, and take life and goods at 

* pleafure. 

‘In revenue he doubtlefs exceeds either 

* Turk or Perfian, or any eaftern Prince j the 
‘ fums I dare not name : but the reafon, all the 
‘ lands are his, no man has a foot. He main* 

* tains all that are not mechanics, by revenues 
‘ bellowed on them, reckoned by horfesj and 
' the allowance of many is greater than the 

* eftates of German Princes. All men rife to 

* greater and greater lordfhips as they advance 
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*' in favour, which is got by frequent prefents, 

* rich and rare. The Mogul is heir to all that 

* die, as well thofe that gained it by their in- 

* duftry, as merchants, &c. as thofe that live 

* by him. He takes all their money, only leav- 

* ing flie widow and daughters what he pleafcs. 

* To the fons of thofe that die worth two or 

* three millions, he gives fome fmall lordffiip to 
‘ begin the world anew. The King fits out 

* in three feveral places three times of the day, 
« except fomething extraordinary hinder him : 

, ‘ an hour at noon to fee his elephants fight, 
‘ from four till five to entertain all comers, to 
‘ be feen and worffiiped ; from nine till mid- 

* night amidft his principal men in more fa- 
‘ miliarity, being below among them. 

* All the policy of his ftate is to keep the 

* greateft men about him, or to pay them afar 
‘ off liberally *. There is no council, but 
‘ every officer gives the King his opinion 

* apart. He (meaning Jehan Guire, grandfa- 

* ther of Aurenzebe) is of countenance cheer- 

* ful, and not proud in nature, but only by ha- 
‘ bit and cuftom, for at night he is very affable 

* and full of gentle convention. 

* The buildings are all bafe, of mud, one 

* ftory high. I know not by what policy the 
‘ King feeks the ruin of all the antient cities 
4 which were nobly built, and now lie defolate 

* and in rubbifh. His own houfes are of ftone, 

* And whether at home or abroad, to keep a great 
pumbcr of fpics continually about them. 

* hand- 
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c handfome and uniform. His great men build 
< not, for want of inheritance, and as far as I 

* have yet feen, live in tents or houfes worfe 
« than our cottages.’ 

A letter of the fame date from Sir Thomas 
Roe, to the Eaft-India Company. 

*• At my firft audience, the Mogul prevent- 
‘ ed me in fpeech, bidding me welcome as to 
‘ the brother of the King my matter : and after v 

* many compliments, I delivered his Majefty’s 

* letter, with a copy of it in Ferfian : then I 
‘ fhewed my commifiion, and delivered your 

* prefents, that is, the coach, the virginals, 

‘ the knives, a fcarf embroidered, and a fword 

* of my own. He, fitting in his ttate, could 
‘ not well fee the coach, but lint many to 

* view it, and caufed the mufician to play on 

* the virginals, which gave him content. At 
‘ night, having ftaid the coachman and muii- 

* cian, he came down into a court, got into the 

* coach, and info every corner of it, caufing it 

* to be drawn about. Then he fent to me, 

* though it was ten o’clock at night, for a ler- 
‘ vant to put on his fcarf and fword after the 
‘ Englilh fafliion, of which he was fo proud, 

‘ that he walked up and down flourifliing it, 

‘ and has never fince been feen without it. But 
‘ after the Englilh were come away, he afked 

* the Jefuit, whether the King of England 

* was a great King, that fent prefents of fo fmall 

* value, and that he looked for fome jewels. 

‘ There 
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* There is nothing more welcome here, nor 

* did I ever fee men fo fond of drink, as the 

* King and Prince are of red wine, whereof 
« the governor of Surat fent up fome bottles, 

* and the King has ever fince folicited for more : 

* I think four or five cafks of that wine 
« will be more welcome than the richeft jewels 

* inCheapfide.’ 

Extracts from Sir Thomas Roe’s Journal. 

‘The King having been far gone over night 

* in wine, fome, however accidentally or ma- 

* licioufly, fpoke of the laft merry night, and 

* that many of the nobility drank wine, which 

* none muft do without leave. The King for- 

* getting his order, alked who gave it, and 

* anfwer was made the Buckffiee; for no man 

* dares fay it was the King when he makes a 
‘ doubt of it. The cuftom is, that when the 
‘ King drinks, which is alone, fometimes he 
« will command the nobility to drink after 

* him, which if they do not, it is looked upon 

* as a crime : and fo every man that takes a 
‘ cup of wine of the officer, has his name 
‘ writ down, and he makes his obeifance, tho’ 

* perhaps the King’s eyes are clouded. The 
‘ King not remembering his own command, 
‘ called the Buckffiec, and afked whether he 

* gave the order, who falfely denied it, for he 
‘ had it from the King, and by name called all 

* that drank with the Ambaffador. The King 
i then called for the lift, and the perfonsnam- 
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‘ ed in it, and fined fome one, fome two, and 
‘ fome three thoufand roupees j and fome that 
‘ were nearer his perfon, he caufed to be whip- , 

* ped before him, they receiving a hundred 
‘ and thirty ftripes with a terrible inflrument, 

* having at the ends of four cords, irons like 
‘ fpur-rowels, fo that every flroke made four 

* wounds. When they lay for dead on the 
‘ ground, he commanded the Handers -by to 

* fpurn them, and after that, the porters to 
‘ break their flaves on them. Thus moft cru- 
1 elly mangled and bruifed they were carried 
‘ out : one of them died on the fpot, fome 

* would have excufed it by laying it on the 

* AmbalTador, but the King replied he only or- 

* dered a cup or two to be given him. Drunk- 
‘ ennefs is a common vice, and an cxercife of 

* the King’s, yet it is fo llridtly forbidden, that 

* no man can enter the Guzelcan when the 
‘ King fits, but the porters fmell his breath, 

‘ and if he have but tafted wine, he is not fuf- 

* fered to come in, and if the reafon of his ab- 
1 fence be but known, it will be a difficult 
‘ matter to efcape the whip : for if the King 

* once takes offence, the father will not fpeak 
1 for the fon. 

*********** 
‘The fecond of September was the King’s 

* birth-day, and kept with great folemnity. On 

* this day the King is weighed againft fome 

* jewels, gold, filvcr, fluffs of gold, filvcr, and 

* filk, butter, rice, fruit, and many other things, 

* of every fort a little, which is all given to the 
‘ Bramins. 

‘ He 
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* He was fo rich in jewels, that I own in 

* my life I never faw fuch ineftimable. wealth 

* together. The time was fpent in bringing 
4 his greateft elephants before him ; fome of 

* which being lord-elephants, had their chains, 

* bells and furniture of gold and filver, with 

* many gilt banners and flags carried about 

* them, and eight or ten elephants waiting on 

* each of them, cloathed in gold, iilk, and 

* filver. 

* In this manner about twelve companies 
4 pafled by moll richly adorned, the firft hav- 
‘ ing all the plates on his head and brealt fet 
4 with rubies and emeralds, being a bead of 
4 wonderful bulk and beauty. They all bow- 
4 ed down before the King, making their re- 
4 verence very handfomely : this was the fined 
4 fhow of beads I ever faw. 

*********** 

4 I found the Mogul fitting on his throne, 

4 and a beggar at his feet, a poor filly old man, 

4 all ragged and patched. The country abounds 
4 in this fort of profefled poor holy men > 

4 they are called Fakeers *, and held in great 

* There are few books of voyages among the Turks or 
Indians which do not make mention of the Fakeers or Jo- 
■ gtiies. The former is a Turkilh word, and fignifies poor, 
the latter is the Indian name for thefe extraordinary faints, 
for fuch they areetlcemed, and are called Santos at Cairo, 
and in many other parts. It is well known that the venera- 
tion paid to the numerous body of thefe worthlefs and info* 
Jent beggars, is owing to the opinion of extraordinary fanc- 
tity which a few of this fc£l acquire by the performance of 
certain Angular and fantastical vows. Some have made a 

4 vene- 
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* veneration : and in works of mortification and 
‘ voluntary fuffering, they out-do all that ever 
‘ has been pretended either by hereticks or ido- 
‘ laters. This miferable wretch cloathed in 
‘ rags, crowned with feathers, and covered 

* with afhes, his Majefty talked with about an 
‘ hour fo familiarly, and with fuch feeming 

* kindnefs, that it muft needs argue an humi- 

* lity not found eafily among Kings. The 
‘ beggar fat, which the King’s Ion dares not do. 

* He' gave the King a present of a cake mixed 

* with afhes, burnt on the coals, and made by 

* himfelf of coarfe grain, which the King 
‘ willingly accepted, broke a bit and eat it, 

* which a nice perfon could fcarce have done > 
‘ then he took the clout that wrapped it up, 

* and put it into the poor man’s bofom, and 

* fent for a hundred roupees, and with his own 
‘ hand poured them into the poor man’s lap, 

* and gathered up for him what fell befides. 
‘ When his collation or banquet, and drink 
' came, whatfoever he took to eat he broke and 
1 gave the beggar half ; and rifing, after many 
‘ humiliations and charities, the old wretch not 

* being nimble, he took him up in his arms, 
' though no cleanly perfon durft have touched 

vow to hold their arms above their head till they contradh 
a Aiffnefs, and can never be moved : others to keep their 
hands clenched till their nails grow through them : others- 
to fit in chairs full of (harp nails, t« drag a heavy chain, to 
carry vaft weights about their necks, or fire on their heads, 
home years ago one of thefe made a vow to meafure the 
length of the whole empire with his own body; and atthw 
time there is a Fakecr who every day rolls himfelf round the 
rock at Trichinopoly, which is a mile in circumference. 

8 4 him. 
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* him, and embracing him three times, laying 

* his hand upon his heart, and calling him fa- 

* ther, left him and all of us in admiration. 

*********** 

• While the King appeared at the window, 

* two eunuchs flood on two treffels with long 
‘ poles, and feather-fans at the end of them, 

* fanning him. He bellowed many favours, 
« and received prefents. At one fide in a win- 
‘ dow were his two principal wives, whofc cu- 
« riofity made them break little holes in a grate 
‘ of reed that hung before it, to gaze on me : I 
‘.faw firfl their fingers, and then, they laying 

* their face clofe, firfl the one and then the 
‘ other, I could fometimes difeern their full 
‘ proportion. They were indifferently white, 

* with black hair fmoothed up : but if there 
« had been no other light, their diamonds and 

* pearls had fufficed to fhow them. When I 
‘ looked up they retired, and were fo merry, 

* that I fuppofed they laughed at me. On a 
‘ fudden the King rofe, we retired to the Dur- 
‘ bar, and fat on the carpets, attending his 

* coming out. Not long after he came and fat 

* about half an hour, till his ladies at their 
‘ door had mounted their elephants, which 

* were about fifty, all of them richly adorned, 
‘ but chiefly with turrets on their backs, all 
‘ enclofed wftfh grates of gold wire to look 

* through, and canopies over of cloth of filver. 
‘ Then the King came down the flairs with 
' fuch an acclamation of health to the King, 

* as would have out roared cannon. At the 

* foot of the flairs, where I met him, and 

‘ fhufBed 
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‘ (liu filed to be next, one brought a mighty 

* carp, another a did), of white fluff like 
‘ flarch, into which he put his finger, and 
4 touched the fifh, and fo rubbed it on his 
4 forehead : a ceremony uled prefacing good 

* fortune. Then another came and gilt on 
4 his (Word, and hung on his buckler, let all 
4 over with diamonds and rubies, the belts of 
c gold iuitable: another hung on his quiver 
c with thirty arrows, and his bow in a cafe, 

1 being the fame that was prefented by the 
4 Pcrfian Ambaffador. On his head he wore a 
4 rich turbant, with a plume of hcion’s fca~ 
4 thers, not many, but long: on the one 
1 fide a ruby unfiet as big as a walnut, on the 
1 other fide a diamond as large ; in the middle 
4 an emerald much bigger. His Half was wound 
4 about with a chain of great peas I, rubies and 
4 diamonds drilled. About his neck he wore 
4 a chain of three firings of moil excellent 
4 pearl, the largeft I ever law. Above his cl- 
4 bows, armlets let with diamonds, and on his 
4 wrifls, three rows cf fevcral forts ; his hands 
1 bare, but almoll on every finger a ring : his 
4 gloves, which were Englifh, fluck under his 
c girdle. His coat of doath of gold without 
4 lleeves, upon a fine femian as thin as lawn. 

4 On his feet a pair of bufkins embroidered 

with pearl, tlic toes fharp and turning up. 

1 Thus armed and accoutred, ne went to the 
coach that attended him with his new Eng- 
4 lifh lervant, who was cloathed as rich as any 
player, and more gaudy, and had broke four 
horfes, which were trapped and harneffed in 
c t ‘ gold 
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* gold and velvet?. This wa's the firft coach he 
‘ ever fat in, made by that fent out of England * 

* and fo like, that I knew it not but by the co- 
‘ ver, which was a Perfian gold velvet. He 
‘ fat at the end, and on each fide went two 
‘ eunuchs, who catried fmall maces of gold 
‘ fct all over with rubies, with a long bunch 

* of horfe-tail to flap the flies away. Before 
‘ him went drums, bafe trumpets, and loud 
< mufick j many canopies, umbrellas, and other 

* ftrange enfigns of majefty, made of cloath 
‘ of gold, fet in many places with rubies. 

* Nine led horfes, the furniture all garnUhed, 

‘ lome with pearls and emeralds, lome only 
‘ with ftuds enamelled. The Perfia.n Ambaf- 
‘ fador prefented him a horfe. Next behind 
‘ came three palankeens, the carriages and feet 

* of one plated with gold, fet at the ends with 
‘ Hones, and covered with crimfon velvet, em- 

* broidered with pearl, and fringes of great 

* pearl, hanging in ropes a foot deep, a border 
‘ about it fet with rubies and emeralds : and a 

* footman carried a footftool of gold fet with 
‘ ftones. The other two palankeens were co- 
‘ vered and lined only with cloth of gold. Next 

* followed the Englifli coach newly covered 
1 and richly adorned, which he had given to 

* Queen Nourmahal, who fat in it. After 
‘ them a third, in which fat his youngeft fons. 

* Then followed above twenty elephants royal, 
‘ led for him to mount, fo rich in ftones and 
‘ furniture that they glittered like the fun. 

* Every elephant had fundry flags of cloth of 
‘ filver, gilt fattin and tafFety. His noblemen 

‘ he 
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f he fuffered to walk on foot, which I did to 
f the gate, and left him. His wives on their 
? elephants were carried half a mile behind him. 

i 

* When he came before the door, where 
? was his eldeft fon kept prifoner, he flayed the 

* coach, and called for him. He came and 

* made reverence, with a fword and buckler 

* in his hand, his beard grown to his middle, 

* a.fign of disfavour. The King commanded 
4 him to mount one of the fpare elephants, and 

* fo rode next to him, with extraordinary ap- 

* plaufe and joy of all men, who are now fill- 

* ed with new hopes. The King gave him 
f one thoufand roupees to caft to the pe wle. 

‘ His jailor, Afaph Chan, aqd all thofe mon- 

* fters, were yet on foot : I took horfe to avoid 
‘ the croud and other inconvenieftces, and 
‘ crofled put of the Lelkar before him, wait- 

* ing till he came near his tents. He pafled 
‘ all the way between a guard of elephants, 

1 having every one a turret on his back, and 

* on the four corners of each, four banners of 
4 yellow taflfety, and right before a piece of 
f cannon carrying a bullet as big as a tennis- 

* ball, the. gunner behind' it. They were in 

* all about three hundred. Other elephants of 
f ftate went before, and behind, about fix hun- 

* dred, all of which were covered with velvet, 

* or cloth of gold, and had two or three gilded 
( banners: fcvcral footmen ran along the way 
' with (kins of water to lay the duft before the 
J King. No horfe or man was fuffered to come 

c 2 ‘ within 
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‘ within two furlongs of the coach, except thofe 

* that walked by on foot j fo that I halted to 

* his tents to attend his alighting. They were 
‘ walled in about half an Englilh mile in coin- 
« pal's, in form of a fort, with feveral angles 
‘ and bulwarks, and high curtains of a coarfe 
c fluff made like arras, red on the outlide, 

‘ and within figures in panes, with a handfome 

< gatehoufe ; every port that bore thefe up was 
‘ headed with brafs. The throng was great: I 
‘ had a mind to go in, but no one was permit- 

< ted, the greateft in the land fitting at the door ; 

‘ however I made an offer, and they admitted 

* me, but refufed the Periian Ambalfador. In 
‘ the midft of, this court was a throne of nio- 
‘ ther of pearti borne on two pillars raifed on 
‘ earth, covered Over with a high tent, the pole 

* beaded «with a knob of gold : under that, 

‘ cannopies of cloth of gold, and under foot 
« carpets. When the King entered, every man 
« cried joy and good fortune, and fo we took 
« our places. He called for water, wafhed his 

‘ hands, and departed. 

* ********** 

‘ Within this inclolure were about thirty 
‘ divifions with tents. All the noblemen re- 
tired to theirs, which were in excellent forms, 
c fome all white, lome green, fome mixed, all 

* inclofed as orderly as any houfe, in the moll 
‘ magnificent manner 1 evep-faw. The vale 
‘ fliowed like a beautiful city, for the baggage 

- ‘ made no confufion ; -I was ill provided with 
‘ carriages, and afhamed of my equipage; for 

‘ five 
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f five years allowance would not have provided 
« me an indifferent tent anfwerable to others; 

< and to add to the grandeur, every man has 
« two, fo that one of them goes before to the 
« next ground, and is fet up a day before the 

< King rifes from the place where he is.’ • , 

Though Sir Thomas Roe reprefents the pride 
of the Mogul as fcarcely fupportable to an 
Englifhman, yet that Ambaffador appears to 
have been favoured in a very extraordinary 
manner. The extreme difregard which the 
Afiatic Sovereigns naturally have for Europeans, 
is fully fet forth in the following extratt from 
M. de Buffy’s letter publiihed in Mr. Dupleix’s 
Memoire. It is a juft and moft authentic pic- 
ture of the haughty demeanor and affuming ar- 
rogance of thole people, and will prove what 
has been advanced of the very little intercourfe 
we could have had with them. 

Extract of a letter from M. de Buffy. 

‘ To form a true judgment of the advanta- 
‘ geous change in the affairs of the French in 
k India, we mtift go back to thole times when 
* they were -obliged, for the intereft of their 
‘ commerce, in a fervile manner to carry their 
‘ prefents, and pay their homage to thole pet- 
‘ ty chiefs whoftrvve do not at prefent deign to 
‘ admit to our Durbar, except yvhen fome par- 
, ‘ ticnlar intereft requires it. I fpeak not of 
‘ diftant times, this change is within thefe fix 
‘ years. It was'fio longer ago that the Nabob 
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« of Arcot, inconfiderable as he is in regard ta 

* the Souba of the Deckan, for he is but a far* 

4 mer of his revenues, behaved to us as a fo- 
‘ vereign to his fubjedts. His letter to our go- 
‘ vemors ran in a ftrain of authority opprobri- 

* ous to the French nation. We never appear - 
‘ ed before him but as fuppliants carrying pre- 

* fents, which he continually exadted from us. 

4 If any even of his inferior officers came to- 
4 wards Pondicherry, formal deputations were 

* fent out to meet them with the greateft marks 
‘ of refpedt. The utmoft care was taken to 
‘ avoid giving offence to thofe petty tyrants, 

4 whofe refentment might have prejudiced our 
4 commerce. 

4 For a Souba of the Deckan to condefccnd 

* to write to the commandant general of the 
4 French, was a thing unheard of, and not to 
4 be expedted. When Nizam al Mulk, father 
4 of the reigning Souba, came into the pr-o- 
4 vince of Arcot to retake Trichinopoly from 
4 the Marattas, the European nations ftrove 
4 who (hould give him the ftrongeft marks of 
4 their fubmiffion, and omitted no mean^ot 
4 gaining his favour : yet he deigned not to 
4 write to any of the governors who reprefent- 
4 ed thofe nations, and hardly honoured with a 
4 look the rich prefents laid with all imagina- 
4 ble refpedt at his feet, as a token of their ho- 
4 mage and dependence. 

4 What were the bounds of the Company’s 
( eftablifhments before the expedition which 

4 has 
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has taken the up thefe four years ? Pondi- 
1 cherry, Carical, and Chandernagore, were 
‘ the whole of their extent: thofe bounds 
* could not be pafled without fubmiffion and 
‘ prcfents, .to obtain leave from the farmers of 
‘ the revenue.’ * * * * 

It is evident from this letter, how few Eu- 
ropeans have of late been acquainted with the 
interior parts of the country. But M. de Buffy, 
by accompanying Salabatzing in all his motions, 
and fome of our own countrymen, from their 
intimate and familiar intercourfe with the go- 
verning people in Bengal, have had all ad- 
vantages of information; and it was from a 
certain knowledge, that the moft ample and 
inftru&ive materials for this purpofe had been 
provided in the countryjfand were now actual- 
ly in England, that I defifted from the defign 
I had once entertained of entering on the 
affairs of Bengal. Befides, I had not en- 
gaged in any part of this work many weeks; 
before there appeared fome Memoirs of the 
Revolutions in Bengal, publifhed by a perfon 
■pcipally concerned in them, which antici- 
P&d my purpofe of giving a flight view of 
thofe affairs : and whenever the public fhall be 
favoured by thofe who are fo capable and fo 
well prepared thoroughly to explain not only 
the fecret fprings of the great events and revo- 
lutions, but alfo the civil, commercial, and na- 
tural hiftory of Bengal, it will appear how much 
more properly the hiftory of that province is 
left to thofe who had a perfonal fhate in the 

tranf- 



lvi INTRODUCTION. 

tranfadtions, and had themfelves feen and confi- 
dered the ftatc of the country. If, contrary to 
my apprehenfion;, the fame reafoning ought to 
have deterred me from attempting the relation 
of the war in the other parts of India, it will 
give me great pleafure to fee the hiftory of the 
Coaft of Coromandel alfo laid before the public 
in a manner more worthy their attention. 


Colon e l 









COLONEL LAWRENCE’! 

NARRATIVE of the WAR, 

ON THE COAST OF 

COROMANDEL, 

From the Beginning of the Troubles to the 
Year 1754. 


T HE authority of the Nabob Mahomet * 73 ®* 
Allee Cawn having been difputed by the 
French) was the firft caufe of the war. I 
fliall endeavour to flicvv how he founded his right, 


and with what juftice the French fupported his com- 
petitors. I fliail trace it from the year 1730, as 
the different appointments, made fince that time 
by the viceroys of the Deckan, have a neceffary 
connexion with many parts of this narrative, and 
lead to a knowledge of the perfons principally con- 
cerned in this fcenc of troubles. 


The Sokba or viseroy of the Dcckan, ih the 
year 1 730, was called Nizam Almuluck. Accord- 
ing to his right of nominating a Governor of the 
.Carnatick, now more generally known by the name 
kf the Nabob of Arcot, he appointed Sadet Allee 
B Cawn, 
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1730. Cawn, who was fucceeded by his nephew Deuft 
Allee Cawn, who governed in the year 1740. 

Chunda Saib, a man of no family or riches, 
but endowed by nature with talents, and a capa- 
city that made ample amends for what fortune had 
denied him, had the command of a fmall diftrift 
of country, and could bring about an hundred horfc 
into the field. He ferved under Deuft Allee Cawn, 
to whom his genius foon made him known, and 
fo ufeful, that he advanced him, and married him 
to one of his daughters. 

The kingdom of Trichinopoly was then under 
the Gentou government. The king dying, left 
no children, and appointed his brother’s fon to fuc- 
ceed. The dowager queen, fupported by her two 
brothers, put in a claim to the regency, till her 
eldeft brother’s fon was of a fit age to reign. There 
was a third party formed, by a relation of the de~ 
ceafed king, who demanded the throne as his right, 
and brought a large army to fupport his preten- 
fions. The king’s party was foon thrown out of 
the competition, and the difputc continued between 
the queen and the king’s relations. The queen ap- 
plied to the Nabob of Arcot, and he came to her 
affiftance, and with him Chunda Saib, as his gene- 
ral, who managed affairs fo well, that, having 
weaken’d both, he formed a ftronger party for him- 
felf, and waited with patience till his fcheme was 
ripe for execution. Under pretence of a vifit to 
the queen, he introduced himfelf and fome troops 
into the town, got poffeflion of it, put to death 
all the different competitors, plundered and im- 
prifoned the queen, who, finding no refource left, 
poifoned herfelf; firft burning the alcoran on which 
Chunda Saib had fwom that his only views in this 
vifit were to fhew marks of refpeft and regard. 

g Thus 
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Thus the government of the kingdom of Trichi- 
nopoly was changed in 17.38, and ftill continues 
Under the Nabob of Arcot ; and is commonly given 
to one of his neareft relations. 

In the year 1740, the Marattas invaded Arcot* 
and overthrew Deuft Allee Cawn in a battle which 
coft him his life. His fdn, Subter Allee Cawn, 
op his father’s death, fled to Madrafs, and there 
Obtained the prote&lon of Mr. Benyon, then go- 
vernor. Soon after he received a grant from Ni- 
zam Almuluck, appointing him Nabob of Arcot; 
but, in the year 1744, he was treacheroufl^ mur- 
dered, atafeaft made by his brother- in-law Moo- 
ds Allee Cawn, at Vellourc, a ftrong fort, twelve! 
miles from Arcot. 

Coza AbdAllah Cawn fucceeded hirri; and 
Was himfelf, fhortly after, fucceeded by Anaverdy 
Cawn, our prefent Nabob’s father, who was ap- 
pointed, by the viceroy of the Deckan, Nabob of 
Arcot, in the year 1 745. 

CUunda SAib remained at Trichinopoly till 
the year 1741, when the Marattas came a fecond 
time into the country, befieged the town, got pof- 
feflion of it, and took him prifoner. He was car- 
ried to Sattaarah, the Marattas’ capital, and there 
confined till 1748* the year in which Nizam Al- 
muluck died. 

Nizai&i Almuluck left four fons, Gauzedy 
Cawn, Nazirzing, Salabatzing, and Nizam Allee. 

* 

Though the fuccefliion in this country is not 
hereditary, yet it c6mmonly runs in the fame fa- 
mily, efpecially when the furvivors have power to 
make good their pretentions, and money to fecure 
B a the 
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1748. the Mogul’s appointment. Gauzedy Cawn; th ft 
— v~ eldeft fofli was then Bucfhee, or paymafter-gene- 
ral to the Mogul, the fecond man in power, next 
to the Vizier, in this mighty empire. He having 
perhaps more ambitious views, refufed the vice* 
royalty of the Deckan, but made over his intereft 
to the fecond fon Nazirzing, who was appointed 
by the Mogul Shaw Hamet. 

Nizam Almuluckl had alfo a. nephew, Erad- 
moodin Cawn, commonly called Muzapherzing, 
who, on his uncle’s death, laid claim to the Car* 
natick, founded, as he faid, on a promife from 
his uncle But Nazirzing refufed his confent, and 
confirmed Anaverdy Cawn, agreeable to his fa- 
ther’s appointment. On this refufal, Muzapher- 
zing declared he would fupport his pretentions by 
open force. His firftftep was to go to Sattaarah, 
and apply to Ballazerow, chief of the Marattas, 
for afiiftan£e. There he faw Chunda Saib, who 
(till remained prifoncr. Muzapherzing engaged 
to get him releafed, and Chunda Saib, on his fide, 
promifed to go to Pondicherry, and influence Mr. 
Dupleix to afiift and fupport him in his caufe. 
The Maratta chief confented to every thing, and 
promifed his aflitlance. He kept his word in re- 
gard to the releafing of Chunda Saib, but fent no 
troops. Chunda Saib fet out for Pondicherry* in 
174S, and Muzapherzing prepared to raife an army. 

Chunda Saib fucceeded, made fome prelents, 
and promifed much more \ and, when Muzapher- 
zing was ready, they were joined by fix hundred 
French, and a train of artillery. In July 1749* 
they marched for Arcot, and there encountered Ana- 
verdy Cawn, who loft the vi&ory and his life. 
His eldeft fon, Mauphus Cawn, was taken pri- 
foner, and his fecond fon, Mahomed Alice Cawn, 

ifc 
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the prefen t- Nabob, made the bed of his way to 
his government of Trichinopoly, waiting there for 
an opportunity to revenge his father’s death. 'I lie 
vi&orious army purfucd the blow, took A root, and 
over ran the whole province. They afterwards re- 
turned to Pondicherry, where Muzapherzing ap- 
pointed Chunda Saib Nabob of Arcoc. 

They remained quiet at Pondichery, till Admi- 
ral Bofcawen failed for Europe, not daring to move 
till he was out of fight. The day after, O&pber 
21, 1749, they took the field, and raifed contri- 
butions all over the country. The king of Tan- 
jore, haying refufed to acknowledge Muzapher- 
^ing, or Chunda Saib, they marched and laid fiege 
to his capital. The French were commanded by 
Mr. Law, nephew of the famous Miflilippi Law. 
They foon made a breach, but the troops within 
feeming determined to defend it, they were afraid 
to venture an affault. By protrafling the fiege, the 
people in the town were reduced to their lad barrel 
of powder,; but, however, they laved the place, 
by compounding for fome lacks of roupecs in ready 
money, and a bill for feventy-five lacks more. 
The enemy raifed the fiege, bur, after one day’s 
march, the French army returned, and infilled on 
a fum of money for themfelves, alledging that they 
had not received any part of what was paid. How- 
ever, it was to no purpofe, for the king of Tan jore, 
having received in that time a reinforcement of Se- 
poys and gunners, and a large quantity of powder 
from Trichinopoly, refufed to give any more. 
Still the breach remained open, which the French 
would not attack. In the mean time certain ac- 
counts came of Nazirzing’s march from rturenga- 
bad towards Arcoc, in order to punifli Muzapher- 
zing, andChunda Saib, for their rebellion. This 
obliged them to raife the fiege a fecond time in 
B 3 good 
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175a good earned, and return to Pondichery, Jhispaf- 
VV- fed in January 1750. 

Ever fince Anaverdy Cawn’s defeat, his fon, 
Mahomed Allee Cawn, had defired our afliftance. 
It wa$ neceflary to put a flop to the progrefs of the 
French, whether in juftice to aflid the lawful prince 
againd rebels, or as an aft of felf-defence, and to 
prevent an increafe pf power in an oppreflive neigh- 
bour, that mud, at lad, have proved our ruin* 
This determined us to proteft the Nabob Maho- 
med Allee Cawn, till we could know Nazirzing’s 
determination : Captain Cope was therefore fent from 
Fort St. George with a detachment to Trichinopoly. 

Nazirzing had given orders to the Nabob to 
join him on his march, in obedience to which he 
fet out from Trichinopoly, at the head of a large 
army of horfe, and the Englifli detachment com- 
manded by captain Cope, and joined Nazirzing at 
Waldore, in February 1750. As it is cudomary 
amongd all Eadern princes to make prefents on 
the fird vifit, when the Nabob waited on Nazir- 
zing, he afked him what he had brought : the Na- 
bob took captain Cope by the hand, and, prefent- 
ing him, faid he had brought that gentleman and 
the afliftance of the Englifli nation. Nazirzing 
was pleafed with the anfwer, conferred fame ho- 
nours on Captain Cope, and, a few days after, ap- 
pointed Mahomed Allee Cawn to fucceed his fa- 
ther, as Nabob of Arcpt and Trichinopoly. 

Muzapherzjng and Chunda Saib marched 
out of Pondichery with their army, and two thou- 
fand Europeans commanded by Mr. D’Auteuil, with 
a large train of artillery, and a numerous body of 
Sepoys, they took poft within a few miles of Nq- 
Zirzing, at whofe earned and repeated requeft, 1 

marched , 
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marched from Fort St. George with fix huridred x 
men, accompanied with Mr. Weftcott, one of 
the council, with a commiffion to treat with Na- 
zirzing, in which we were affifted by Captain 
Dalton. 

We joined him at Villanoure, and were very 
gracioufly received, fuitable to the dignity of an 
Eaftern Prince, at the head of three hundred thou- 
fand men, of which he declared me Generaliffimo. 
He propofed to me to attack the enemy immedi- 
ately : I told him, in the Eaftern flile, that he 
mult be lure of vidtory wherever he fought, yet 
the attack might be attended with fome difficulty, 
and coft him the Jives of many brave men, as 
the enemy were ftrongly polled *, and had with 
them a large train of artillery. But that, if he 
pleafed to march between them and Pondichery, 
he might, by cutting off their communication, ob- 
lige them to fight at a greater difadvantage. 

However juft my propofal might be, his an- 
fwer was as follows : What ! fhall the great Na- 
zirzing, the fon of Nizam al Mulk, even for an 
advantage, feem to retreat before fo defpicable an 
enemy ? No, he would march and attack them in 
front, I told him he might do as he pleafed, I 
was ready to fupport him. 

The two armies were fo near, that the next day 
we cannonaded, and were drawn out to engage. 

* The French were entrenched, ard had 20 pieces of can- 
non. Nazirzing had 800 ; but his principal officer of artillery 
was an ftiihman, for the natives in general, think every Eu- 
ropean an engineer. I happened to find fault with this gentle- 
man’s difpofition of his artillery, which was in a hollow, where 
his cannon were hid. He gravely replied, “ What, did I think 
f( hint mad, orfoolilh enough, to expofe his Excellency’s can* 

" non, by placing it on a Hfing groupd ? 9 
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In this fituation, a meflenger came to me from 
Mr. D’Auteuil, to acquaint me, “ That although 
“ we were engaged in different caufes, yet it was 
“ not his defign nor inclination, that any Euro- 
“ pcan blood fhould be fpilt ; but as he did not 
know our port, fhould any of his fhot come that 
“ way, and hurt the Englifh, he could not be 
“ blamed.” I fent him for anfwer, “ That I had 
“ the honour of carrying the Englifh colours on 
“ my flag-gun, which if he pleafed to look out 
•' for, he might know from thence where the Eng- 
lifh were pofted and 1 aflured him, I fhould 
ttlfo be very loth to fpill European blood ; but, if 
Uny lhot came that way, he might be aflured I 
would return them. 

* 

To know, I fuppofe, whether I was in'earneft, 
9 . fhot was fired from their battery over our heads : 
I ordered three guns to anfwer it, and faw them 
well pointed. Mr. D’Auteuil feeing us refolved not 
to look tamely on, and probably fearing the fuc- 
cefs of an aftion, thought it more prudent to re- 
treat in the night. Lett his heavy artillery fhould 
retard him, for the greater expedition, he left eleven 
pieces behind ; and what was worfe, part of his ar- 
tillery-men with them, the better to conceal his de- 
fign ; for he gave out, he was only going to alarm 
our camp in the night, and would be back in the 
morning. 

Nazirzing having immediate notice of his re- 
treat, foon routed Muzapherzing’s and Chund3 
Saib’s forces ; fell in with the unfortunate French 
gunners left behind as a facrifice, and cut moft of 
them ttupieces. We faved as many as we could, 
taking them by force out of the hands of the Moors, 
got their wounds drefled by our fu^eons^ and took 
$11 the care of them that humanity required of us. 
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In return, Mr. Dupleix wrote a long proteft againft-i^o. 
me, for making French fubjefts prisoners in 
of peace ; but the poor fellows, more fenfible of 
the obligations they were under to us, very grate- 
fully acknowledged our tender ufage, and confeffed 
it was entirely owing to us that they were faved. 

The fame night a large detachment of Marattas 
from Nazirzing’s camp, commanded by Morarow*, 
were fent in purfuit of Mr. D’Auteuil. They 
came up with him the next day. Mr. D’Auteuil 
formed his men into a fquare. Morarow attacked 
and broke it with only fifteen men, imagining his 
whole party in his rear ; but feeing his danger, he 
with that handful, when furrounded, boldly pufhed 
for it ; and breaking through the oppofite fide, 
cleared his way with fix men, having loft nine in 
the attack. 

Oh the retreat of the French, and’their army be- 
ing difperfed, Muzapherzing fubmittea, and im- 
plored the mercy of Nazirzing, who received him 
into his camp, and detained him as a ftate prifoner ; 
but Chunda Saib, whofe foie dependance was on 
Mr. Dupleix, continued obftinate, and retreated 
with the French to Pondicherry. Muzapherzing’s 
fubmiffion, as will fhortly appear, was only poli- 
tick; and, that he might be nearer at hand, to 
concert a fcheme, which in a few months was put 


* Morarow, whofe name often occurs in this narrative, is a 
Maratta, who by fupporting the diviiions in the country, has 
made himfelf conliderable from a fmall beginning ; he Tides with 
no party but as he finds his advantage in it, and as eafily changes 
fides ; he commands about three thoufand very good horfe. 
When he is not employed or paid by any prince, he fcours the 
Country for himfelf, and raifes contributions where he can get 
poll, and withJeaft rifque. His real mailer is the Nanah Shaw 
Raja ; but he obeys his orders juil as they are conducive to his 
flyvn ihtereft, 

is 
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in execution, at the expence of the Viceroy’s life." 
The confequence of the vi&ory was the retaking of 
Arcot, which again acknowledged its lawful maf- 
tcr. 

Mr. Duple ix, after this difgrace, wrote a long 
letter to Nazirzing, which he would not open or 
read but in our prefence. Though he pretended 
fubmifiion to the viceroy, he had ftill the prefump- 
tion to didlate to him, and infill, that none of the 
family of Anaverdy Cawn Ihould ever govern the 
province of Arcot. Ambafladors came alfo to treat 
publickly, for an accommodation, but their real 
bnfinefs was. privately to concert meafures with 
Shanavas Cawn, Nazirzing’s prime minifter, and 
the * chiefs of the confpiracy, which was firft laid 
in Pundichery by Chunda Saib and Mr. Dupleix, 
who promifed to afiilt them to the utmoft of his 
power, as it plainly appeared afterwards. Though 
this was carried on with great fecrecy, I had infor- 
mation that ibme defign was on foot againft Na- 
zirzing, and that Shanavas Cawn was principally 
concerned in it. I therefore defired my interpreter 
to acquaint Nazirzing with what I had heard, and 
in particular with what concerned his prime minif- 
ter. But fo great were the apprehenfions of the 
perfon we employed as linguifl, that he did not dare 
to fay what i direfted him, nor accufe a perfon in 
fuch high favour and power as Shanavas Cawn, who 
was prefent, fo much did he dread his refentment, 
which 1 plainly difeovered from the anfwers I re- 

* The two principals of which were the Nabobs of Cadapah 
and Condanore. Thefe Nabobs are under the viceroy of the 
Dcckan; their Country is in the Subafhip of Golconda; they 
hive in their pay numbers of Paeans, who are reckoned the 
beft foldieis amongft thefe eaftern moors : as the policy of this 
ill-ruled empire requires frequent afiaffinations, thefe Patans are 
ifteemed very ufeful in that kind ofvilliny. 
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eeived from Nazirzing, and the confufion of the 
interpreter. 

Part of our inftrudions to Nazirzing were, to 
obtain an enlargement of our bounds round Madrafs, 
which he frequently promifed, and certainly intend- 
ed to perform, had not his minifter, who was in an 
oppofite intereft, contrived to difappoint us, by de- 
laying and putting us off from time to time. See- 
ing ourfelves only amufed, we prefled our demands 
with more earneftnefs, and Nazirzing promifed we 
Ihould be immediately fatisfied; but defired we 
would march with him toArcot, apropofalwecould 
by no means confent to, as it would have left our 
fettlements and frontier bounds expofed to the infults 
pf two thoufand French, and Chunda Saib, who 
at this time was raifing another army. We alfo 
endeavoured to make him fenfibie, that his march 
to Arcot removed him too far from his enemies, 
who were only waiting for a favourable opportu- 
nity to renew the troubles. That it was eafy for 
him, by flaying where he was, to finilh the bufi- 
pefs effedually, and to diftrefs his enemies, by cpt- 
ting off their communication with the country, and 
thereby oblige them to accept of whatever terms he 
would pleafe to offer them. But the more we ur- 
ged againft his march to Arcot, the more his fa- 
vourite preSPed him to it. Our removal from him 
was the great objed pf the party, that had refolv- 
ed his ruin. 

Finding all our endeavours were of no weight 
againft a determined fcheme, we marched to our 
fettlements, and Nazirzing to Arcot, where, lulled 
into a fecurity, by. what he was willing to look 
upon as a vidory, he gave himfelf up entirely to 
the pleafures he was fondeft of, women and hunt- 
ing. Nothing was omitted by the fadion to amufe 
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ijr 0 , him, and take off his attention from bufinefs, or 
.Jy-w whatever might lead to a difeovery of -the defigns 
which were carrying on againft him. 

The detachment commanded by Morarow, fent 
in purfuit of the French, when they Retreated from 
Nazirzing, encamped near Pondicherry, with their 
ufual careleffnefs. The French attacked them in 
the night, when they little expe&ed, and were as 
little prepared for an enemy, and eafily put them to 
the rout, killed a great many, and got pofleffion of 
their camp and baggage. This fuccefs animated 
the French, and they once more took the field with 
Chunda Saib, and marched for Trividy, a fortified 
pagoda, fituated about fixteen miles weft of Fort 
St. David, which being garrifoned only by country 
troops, they foon got poffeffion of it. 

The Nabob, Mahomet-Allee Cawn, who had at- 
tended Nazirzing to Arcot, and was conftantly 
preffing him to return to the charge, defired a party 
from the army, tooppofe and punifh the French, ‘and 
Chunda Saib : and at the fame time applied to the 
Englifh for a body of Europeans, and a train of ar- 
tillery. Captain Cope therefore, with four hundred 
of the military, and a body dffepoys, marched to his 
affiftance*, and in conjun&ion they moved towards 
the enemy. I fhould at that time have taken the 
field myfclf, but the chair becoming vacant by the 
removal of Mr. Floyer, I was obliged to take the 
government till Mr. Saunders, who was appointed 
to fucceed, could come from Vizagapatam, and foon 
after his arrival, I embarked for England. 

The Nabob had agreed to pay the whole expence 
of our troops in the field •, but a large prefent to 
Nazirzing for his commiflion having exhaufted his 
treafury, inftead of money we got only trifling ex- 

cgfea* 
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cufes, with which he put us off from day to day, 1750. 
till at laft the expences falling entirely upon us, (✓‘VNJ 
and the Nabob, for want of magazines and money, 
being unable to march his army between the French 
and Pondicherry, Captain Cope bad orders to re- 
turn. 

The very next night after, the French and Chun- 
da Saib attacked the Nabob in his camp. It could 
not be called a battle,, but a rout; the troops, in- 
Head of fighting, running away in finall parties, 
every thing fell into the vi&or’s hands ; even the 
Nabob, with, difficulty, made his efcape, almoft 
fingly, and unattended, toNazirzing, 

The enemy did not remain idle, but followed 
the blow.; and partly by threats, partly by fairpro- 
mifes, got poffeflion of Gingee, a place exceeding 
ftrong by nature, and not ill fortified, according to 
the eaftern manner. They took care to fecure their 
new conqueft by a ftrong garrifon, fupporting it 
well with artillery and ammunition. 

Nazirzinc, rouzed from his lethargy by d# 
lofs of Gingee, and reflefting on its confequences, 
immediately marched from Arcot to take that im- 
portant place, declaring he would fucceed, or never 
return. Muzapherzing and his faction now thought 
it a proper time to put their fchemes in execution ; 
Nazirzing with his army furrounded Gingee; the 
French, and Chunda Saib were encamped under the 
walls. 

Nothing now was wanting but to ftrike the 
blow, which was concerted in the following man- 
ner. The French were to attack that part of the 
camp which the Nabobs of Cadapah and Condanore 
occupied, and their troops had inftruftions to make 

no 
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1750* no refiftance. The Nabobs had engaged on theif 
*-*v~^part to aflaflinate Nazirzing at his firft appearance* 
on the alarm. The attack was no fooner begun* 
but the two Nabobs made difedbly for Nazirzing’s 
tent, and meeting him as he came out, they entreated 
him to mount his elephant and punifh the rebels. 
The unfortunate prince was difpofing himfelf to 
follow their advice, when the ftroke was given, the 
one ftabbing him with a poinard, while the other 
foot him with a piftol. His head was fevered from his 
body, fixed on a fpear, and brought to Muzapher- 
zirig, who being immediately releafed, and mount- 
ed on the late Souba’s elephant, was proclaimed 
through the camp Viceroy of the Deckan. Little 
or no refiftance was made any where, for fo general 
was the confirmation, that every body thought of 
faving themfelves, not knowing who were friends 0 f 
enemies, nor how to oppofe a fucceflion they fo 
little expedted. The French pufhed their way to 
Nazirzing’s tents, where was found an immenfe 
treafure in money and jewels, by which many 
made their fortunes, but none fo largely as Mr. 
Dupleix, a fortune, by all accounts, not to be 
equalled at that time, by any fubjedt in Eur6pe. 

To perpetuate the memory of this famous vic- 
tory, which the French had boafted of as fuperior 
to any thing of the kind recorded in hiftory, Mr. 
Dupleix, near the place where the maffacre was com- 
mitted, caufed a town to be built, called Dupleix 
Fateabat, the place of vidtory *, and to record the 
(hare the French had in it, a pillar now lies at Ponf- 
dicherry, defigned to be eredted in the market-place, 
with a pompous Latin infcription, giving an ac- 
count of the engagement, and the French valour. 
Unluckily future ages will not be the wifer for it •, 
for captain Clive, a year after, in retaking the Arcot 

coun- 
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country, burnt the town, and deft royed the monu- 1751* 
merit on which the pillar was to have been ereded. 

The vi&orious army returned to Pondicherry in 
January 1751, with a moft fumptuous train of the 
princes of the Deckan, and divided the fpoil, Mu- 
zapherzing declared Chunda Saib Nabob of Arcot, 
and all its dependencies, and alTociated Mr. Dupleix 
in the government with himfelf. On this Mr. Du- 
pleix affirmed the ftate and formalities of an eaftern 
prince. He held his Durbar in the palace at Pon- 
dicherry, and fuffered neither the natives, nor his 
own countrymen to approach him without a prefent 
after the eaftern manner ; he mounted his elephant, 
and was proclaimed Nabob. Mahomed Allee Cawn 
cfcaping with the utmoft difficulty# and without at- 
tendants,* made the beft of his way to Trichinopoly, 
notwithftanding the great fearch made to feize his 
perfon. 

It was agreed at Pondicherry, that Chunda Saib 
Jhould raife an army, and affifted by the French, en- 
deavour to make good his appointment to the go- 
vernment of Arcot under Mr. Dupleix : that Muza- 
pherzing fhould march with the late Nazi'rzing’s army 
to Aurengabad, the ufual refidence of the princes of 
the Deckan ; accompanied by Mr. Bufiy, at the head 
of fix hundred French, three thoufand iepoys, and a 
large train of artillery. They began their march the 
beginning of 1751, and on the road the two Na- 
bobs of Cadapah and Condanore, jealous of Muza- 
pherzing and the power of the French, and not 
thinking themfelves fufficiently rewarded, upon va- 
rious pretexts fomented a quarrel, till at length they 
proceeded to farther outrages, which produced an en- 
gagement. The Patans . advanced to attack the 
French, but were unable to ftand the cannonade. 

After they were obliged to retire, they fell upon 

M uza- 
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Muzapberzing’s flank, routed his troops, and !rt 
iome meafure revenged Nazirzing, in the death of 
his fucceffor, the chief of the confpirators. A great 
many of the Patans were killed, and amongft the 
reft the Nabob of Condanore. 

The next day, the chiefs of the army proclaim* 
edSallabatzing, brother to Nazirzing, Souba or vice- 
roy of the Deckan, though there was a flrong party 
for the Ton of Muzapherzing. At this time the trou- 
bles at the court of Delly, prevented the Mogul 
from fettling the affairs of the Deckan } he only 
made an appointment of Gawzedy Cawn to the go- 
vernment, and refolved to fupport him with an 
army, when the ftate of his affairs would permit. 
The new prince fent * Saneds to Mahomed Allee 
Cawn in the month of March, confirming him Na- 
bob of Arcot. 

Upon the death of Nazirzing, captain Cope was 
ftgain'fentin January 1751, with a flrong detach- 
ment, to fupport the Nabob in Trichinopoly, after 
an offer made to Chunda Saib and his allies, of the 
quiet poflSflion of the whole province, except that 
fort and its dependencies. 

Chunda Saib and the French treated this pro- 
pofal with the higheft contempt, and immediately 
raifed troops and took the field. W e collected about 
five hundred men from all our garrifons, and fent 
them under the command of captain de Gingins to 
obferve their motions, who Ending their intentions 
were for Trichinopoly, moved that way alfo ; and at 
the fame time, a party from that garrifon, of about 
an hundred and ten men, marched to meet captain 
De Gingins, followed by. what troops the Nabob 


? Com milfoils or grants# 
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could raife, commanded by his brother Abdiel Va- i 751^ 
hob Cawn. The firft party met captain De Gingins 
at Verdachiltlm, and from thence the army moved 
in conjunction to Volconda, where they were alio 
joined by the Nabob's forces, amounting in the 
whole to about two thoufand horfe, three thoufand 
fepoys, and fix hundred Europeans. 

Volconda is a codfiderable towh, about forty- 
five miles from Trichinopoly, in the road to Ar- 
cot. The governor at firft feeming in our intcreft; 
amufed us for two days, with promifes to deliver 
up the fort ; but foon after Chunda Saib and the 
French appearing, he threw off the mafic, and de- 
clared againft us. The next night we attacked the 
fort without fuccefs, and the army, after fume lols* 
was obliged to retreat to Outatour, feventeen miles 
from Trichinopoly. 

The enemy’s army, confifting of about fix thou- 
fand horfe, four thoufand feapoys, and fix hun- 
dred Europeans, followed our army to Outatour, 
and encouraged by the fuccefs of an ambufcade, iri 
which fomeof our men fell, by following too clofe- 
ly a party of Chunda Saib’s horfe, they attacked 
our camp, but were repul fed : however, not think* 

Ing our port tenable, fliould the enemy repeat their 
attack, we retreated to the banks of the Coleroon, 
facing Trichinopoly. Chunda Saib’s army increaf- 
ing daily, our people thought themfelves obliged 
alfo to quit that poft, and to crofs the river to 
the ifland oppofite Trichinopoly. The enemy (till 
following, we abandoned that poft, and pafiing 
the river Cauvery the' 17th of July* we encamped 
under the Walls of Trichinopoly. 

Chunda Saib and the French immediately took 
poffeflion of our poft, and raifed fome batteries 
C againft 



18 NARRATIVE of the WAR 

1751 ♦ againft the town, from acrofs the river \ bujtfiod- 
ing the diftancc too great, even for a (hot at al- 
moft its greatell range, they left a party to fecure 
Seringam Pagodas, and eroding the river, encamp- 
ed on the plain on the eaft fide of the town, at the 
French Rock, and there contented themfelves with 
cannonading and throwing in fome lhells. 

The Nabob beginning then to be in want of 
men and money, applied to the King of Maiflbrc, 
who fupplied him indeed with both, but in fmall 
parties, and fmaller fums at a time, the common 
way of doing bufinefs in this country. Thus re- 
mained affairs at Trichinopoly, the enemy content- 
ing themfelves with a ufelefs cannonade, which 
however they adorned with all the terms of the 
mod regular fiege *, and we waiting for our pro- 
miftd reinforcement, encamped under the walls of 
the fort, to keep our communication as open as 
pofiible. 

The French bringing almofl their whole force 
into the field with Chunda Saib, and leaving Ar- 
cot but poorly defended, a fcheme was laid to re- 
duce part of that country to the Nabob’s obedi- 
ence. (.aptain Clive commanded the party. This 
expedition was attended with uncommon fuccefs, 
which fome people were pleafed to term fortunate, 
and lucky 5 but, in my opinion, from the know- 
ledge 1 have of the gentleman, he deferved, and 
might expert from his condudt every thing as it 
fell out. A man of an undaunted refolution, of 
a cool temper, and a prefence of mind, which ne- 
.ver left him in the greateft danger. Born a fob 
dier, for without a military education of any fort, 
or much converfing with any of theprofcfiion, from 
his judgment and good fenfe, he ltd an army like 
•an experienced officer, and a brave foldier, with a 

prudence 
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prudence that certainly warranted fuccefs. This jygr. 
young man's early genius furprifcd and engaged 
my attention, as well before as at the fiege of Da- 
vecottah, where he behaved in courage and judg- 
ment, much beyond what could have been expeft- 
ed from his years, and hfs fuccefs afterwards con- 
firmed what I had faid to many people concerning 
him. 

Captain Clive, in the month of Auguft, hav- 
ing joined a detachment of our army at Trichino- 
poly, was foon recalled for the intended expedi- 
tion ; and being arrived at Madrafs, he marched 
with three hundred Europeans, and about five hun- 
dred feapoys. His officers were chiefly Writers, 
or other ftrvants of the company, never before em- 
ployed in a military capacity ; and yet, with this 
force, he furprifed and took Arcot, the capital of 
the province, on the firft of September. The 
French, truly fenfible of this difgrace, and know- 
ing the importance of the place, concerted meafures 
to retake it, and collected all the men they could 
fpare under Raja Saib, fon to Chunda Saib, who* 
with a large detachment from his father’s army, 
marched and inverted Arcot the 23d of Septem- 
ber. During the fiege, which lafttd two months, 
they difmounted two eighteen-pounders. Upon 
which Mr. Clive wrote the governor of Madrafs 
word, that he was mounting the laft eighteen- 
pounder he had left, but that he had dill three 
months provifions, and thought himfelf able to 
defend a breach whenever the enemy rtiould make 
an aflault. A party was detached from the army 
at Trichinopoly to fupport him, on notice of whofe 
approach, the enemy refolved to make their laft 
effort ; they attacked the breach, and the fort, in 
three different places ; at every attack they were 
beat off with confiderable lols, and captain Clive 
C 2 taking 
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1 75 r, taking advantage of their confufion, fellied out, 
wvv and following the blow, took ail their cannon, le- 
velled their trenches, and returned to the fort. 

The party by this time came up, as alfo a de- 
tachment of Maratta’s commanded by Budgerow, 
a brother of Morarow, which enabled captain 
Clive to take the field. He marched out of Arcoc 
in fearch of the French and Chunda Saib's fon, 
never giving them time to reft, but purfuing his 
good fortune, he took the forts of Timery, Cau-' . 
very-pauk, Aranie and Conjeveram, and compleat- 
ed it by a total'^defcat of the enemy at Cauvery- 
pauk, in the month of March 1752. Their army 
was entirely deftroyed, and Raja Saib obliged to 
take fhelter in Fondichery, where M. Dupleix re- 
fufed to fee him. By this vidtory, a large part 
of the Arcot country was recovered for the Na- 
bob. 

Before we enter on the affairs of Trichinopo- 
ly, the chief feene of our military operations, it 
will be requifite that the reader fhould be well in- 
formed of the Angular circumftances of the Plain 
in which it is fituated, by comparing the follow- 
ing defeription with the accurate map annexed, the 
importance of the pofts, and other objects contend- 
ed for, will be readily conceived and underftood. 

Ta ichinopoey is fituated on a plain, which 
was once crowded with rich villages and planta- 
tions of trees, but fince the war, hardly a trace of 
either is left. The town is in form of an oblong 
iquarc, the longeft fides of which are Eaft and weft. 
On the North runs the river Cauvery, lefs thin 
half a mile f rom the fort 7 he town was former- 
ly no more than a wall round the foot of a rock, 
in circumference about twelve hundred yards. As 
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the inhabitants increafed, the town was augmented 1--1, 
to half of the prefent oblong, with a cm Is wall, 
the traces of which flill remain*, the third augmen- 
tation was made to the fouthward, and indoles the 
town as it now Hands. It is at prefent four miles 
in circumference, with a douMe euninre of walls 
with round towers at equal didances, according to 
the Eadern method of forritving. 'I he ditch is 
near thirty feet wide, but nor halffo 1 cep*, and at 
different ieafons it is moic or Ids fupplied with wa- 
ter, but never quite dry. 1 he outward wall is 
built of a grayifh Hone, each' done tmm fair to 
live feet long, and all laid endways. It is about 
eighteen feet high, and four or five thick, without 
parapet or rampc, nothing but a fingle llrudurc 
of (lone, and is very properly catlcd a wall : the 
other is more properly a rampart. The dillancc 
between them is about twenty- five feet, the height 
of the rampart thirty. J he rampc is equal in thick - 
nefs at bottom with the height of the rampart, 
thirty feet, decreafing in thick nefs like the profile 
in the margin. The terre plein of the parapet is 
about ten feet, and the parapet is, for the mod pait, 
feven or eight feet high, covering the men entire- __ 
ly, with loop holes to fire through, tome bafti-.. !- 
ons have been condruded by us, as regular and ‘ * — 
good, as the ground would admit of, built on the 
foundations of the round towers. They arc mod- 
ly on the angles of the fquare, and on the Wed 
face, about the middle of the curtain called Dal- 
ton’s battery, even with the outward wall. 1 he 
town is very well fupplied from the river, by 
water couifes which tired: the water into large 
fquare ponds or tanks that have communication 
by aqueduds. 

• A most extraordinary rock Hands in the middle 
of the old town, and is about three hundred feet 
C 3 high 

• S' . yo 6 " 
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1751* Mghs on the top of it is a pagoda, which was of 
lingular ufe to us the whole war ; its height com- 
manding even as far as Tanjore, which is forty 
miles Here was conftantly Rationed a man with 
a tele Trope, who gave us by fignals and writing, 
an account of all the enemy’s motions. The bui'd- 
ings on this rock, and thole which are cut out on 
the Tides of k are very iurprifing works, in a coun- 
try, where they have io few tools to facilitate their 
labour. 

The foil on the Fall and Well Tides, for two 
miles round, and on the North Tide, as far as the 
river is rich and good, but does not run deep. Af- 
ter digging a foot or two you find it roc key, and 
to the South lace, there is To little mould that it 
will not admit of cultivation ; but every other part, 
in time of peace, produces rice in great plenty. 
The plain runs in length from calf to welt about 
nineteen miles ; from the boundaries of the Tan- 
jore kingdom, to the head of the illand welterly. 
Its breadth is unequal, fiom feven to twelve miles. 
On the north it is bounded by the river Cauvery, 
and on the loath by Tondeman’s woods. 

The different rocks, whole fituation and dif- 
tance are defenbed on the map, a! lord very good 
polls for an army, either as advanced ones, or to 
cover a flank. The plain, though leemingly level, 
is full of hollow ways, lulTicient to conceal or co- 
ver troops; and gives a peifon who is thoroughly 
acquainted with the ground, great advantages. 
Water is always to be had on the plain, by link- 
ing wells, and in lome places it is collected in ba- 
ibns, either formed by nature or art. This ele- 
ment is io great and uicful a bleliing in this coun- 
try, that no pains are fpared in laving and keeping 
ali that falls. However, the water on the plain 
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is very unwholefome, as ftanding waters generally T 
are; befides, it is lb impregnated with lultpitre, 
with which theeaith abounds, that in fume places 
it is too brackifh to be drank, and moll common- 
ly occalions bilious diiorders. 

The ifland of Seringam is formed about fix 
miles north weft of Trichinopoly, by the liver 
Cauvery, which divides ilk If into two branches. 
That to the northward takes the name of the Colc- 
roon, that to the fouthward prcfirves its old name 
the Cauvery. Each of thefc livers, alt-r a courle 
of about ninety miles, empty them 'elves into the 
lea. 1 heColeroon at Davecotah, the Cauvery near 
Tianquebar, at about twenty miles diltance lrom 
each other. 

This ifland, fifteen miles call of Trichinopoly, 
is lb narrow, that both the rivers would rejoin in 
the lame channel, were they not prevented by a 
high bank, which keeps them afunder. i his bank 
was made at a great expence, and is conftantly 
kept in repair, by the kings of 1 anjoie. 1 he ule 
of it is to direft the courfe of the river Cauvery 
through that kingdom, by the means ot water 
courles and canals, which diflribute it into proper 
channels all over the country, and are the fource 
of riches and fertility. The river, by its natural 
courfe, waters the north fide of the kingdom, and 
by a large < liannel which they have made near the 
bank, the fouthern fide receives alfo a fuificent 
quantity of that uftful element, without which, 
in this part of the world, there can be no fertility. 

The bank is about feven feet wide at top ; it 
rifes from the foundation with a dope on each fide, 

T his bank is as ftrong as wood, done, earth, and 
draw can make it, and fufficient to fupport, and 
C 4 con- 
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1751. confine the currents on each fide. Its height froir* 
the common kvel of the water, is near twenty feet, 
to which the river can never rife *, fo that there is 
no danger of an inundation. It is about a mile in 
length; afterwards the land naturally widening, 
there nee! 1.0 more precautions to prevent the ri- 
vers from joining. A number of people are con- 
fiantly cm, loved, to fee that the water makes no 
encroachments, and it it does to apply a remedy 
immediately. I he rtpaiis each y« ar arc paid by 
a general tax on the country, which amounts to 
about twenty thoufand pounds annually The 
bank forms on the ifland, what 1 have called, the 
Pafs ; and by its polition and fituation it will ap- 
pear how capable it is of defence, with a fmall num- 
ber of men, even again!! an army. Above a mile 
dillantfiom it, to -the eafl, was a fort called Koi- 
ladilv, which being built for the prelervation of 
the bank, was dellroyed by the enemy, about the 
time we lali marched to Tanjore. The enemy had 
olten threatened to cut the bank if the king would 
not comply with their meafures ; at lalt they car- 
ried their threats into execution in the year 1754; 
but luckily at a feafon when it was lead detrimen- 
tal, for in three months, with our abidance, it was 
repaired. However, the damage in that little Ipace 
of time, and the ; >fl of repairing it, amounted to 
fifty thoufand pounds; from whence may be feen 
how eafily the mailers of that bank may give law 
to the King of 1 anjorc ; and how much it is his 
interefl to be a friend ro the Nabob of Trichino- 
poly, to whom he is ob.igcd to pay tribute for the 
bank, three lack of rupees yearly. In this ifland, 
facing I liiTinopoly, Hand the famous Pagodas of 
Seringam ; fume others, but not fo remarkable, 
called Jen ^ ki.ima, are at half a mile dillance to 
the cad. ciing.im is llu’e more than a milcdif- 
tant from Trichinopoly. The Pagodas arc fur- 

rounded 
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rounded by feven fqu are walls of (lone; each wall 17 ,i. 
|ias a gateway in the middle of each fide of the 
fquare, pointing to one of the four cardinal points. 

The gateways are ornamented in the manner of that 
count! y, with crouded emblematical figures of their 
divinities. The principal gateway in the outward 
wall, which faces Trichinopoly, is a curious piece 
of arch tefture, though yet unfiniflud. It is formed 
hy pillar s thirty-two ieet high in the fhaft, with ca- 
pitals. Four of thefe pillars are of one ftone each, 
but the largeft Hones are thole which are laid acrofs 
the top of the gateway*, they meafure thirty-three 
feet long, and five and an half one way, and four 
ieet ten inches the other. 1 he fpace between the 
outward and fecond walls meafures three hundred 
and ten feet, and lb proportion ably between the reft. 

No Europeans are admitted into the Lift fquare, it 
being the Sanftum San&orum, and few have gone 
farther than the third. 

Seringam was the poll occupied by the enemy 
all the war; once indeed they fuffered by taking 
fhelter there, but that was owing to our having the 
Marartas on our fide, and a fufficient number of 
troops to cut off their communication, and for 
want of provifions, obliging them to furrender. 

We never fince had the fortune to be equal to them, 
much lefs fuperior, and by that means it has proved 
a fure refuge ta them on many occafions, and we 
have never had it in our power to difpoffefs them, 
fince the Maifforeans took poff fiion, in confequence 
of their agreement with the Nabob. It is an ex- 
cellent poft for an army that can keep theft com- 
munication open . The ground ubout is lb full of 
difficulties, by hollow ways, and water courfes, 
that a befieging army muft run the hazard of lof- 
ing a great many men before they can carry their 
point. Jembikifhna has but a Angle enceinte of 

wall, 
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wall* and nothing remarkable but its magnitude and 
vicinity to Seringam. 

Adjoining to Trichinopoly is the kingdom of 
Tanjore, bounded on the north by the Colcroon, 
on the call by the fea, on the fouth by two coun- 
tries which belong to two powerful Poligars, the 
one called Marravar, the other Tondeman, and on 
the well by Trichinopoly. The boundaries commence 
at fourteen miles diftance from the fort lull men- 
tioned. Near the mouth of the Coleroon, we have 
a fort called Davecotah, which once belonged to the 
kingdom of Tanjore, but was taken by us while 
I commanded in the year 1749. 'The pofieflum of 
this has enabled us to llipportthe Nabob and king 
of Tanjore, who is well pieafed with its being in 
mu' hands, and has therefore granted it to the com- 
pany, with fome territory annexed. r i he next iet- 
tlement on the coall, given allb by the king of 
Tanjore, belongs to the Danes, and is called Tran- 
quebar. Next to that, the French have one called 
Carrical; and to the fouthward of it the Dutch 
have another, calkd Negapatarn. Thirty miles 
from thence is a place called Adriapatam, which 
finifhes the territories of the king of Tanjore along 
the fea coal. The diftance of the tirft, Dave- 
cotah, from the laft is about ninety miles, which is 
the broadeft part of his kingdom. It deereafeth 
by degrees in breadth, and near Trichinopoly is 
thirty, or at moll forty miles wide. Its length from 
the weft to the fea is about an hundred miles. The 
revenues of this lmall kingdom, well managed, 
may produce near a million yearly. The king was 
a friend to us and the Nabob the whole war ; that 
is, he found it his intereft to be fo, becaufe he 
knew well the French and Maifloreans wantul 
nothing Ids than his country, and we found it 
much our intereft. to keep him our friend. His 
4 country 



*7 


on the Coaft of COROMANDEL. 

country was the only communication we had left I751. 
with the coaft-, for fince tne Maifioivans and Ma- 
rattas had joined the French, they were mafters on 
the north fide of the Coieroon. What confirmed 
him the more in our inure't, was the juft fear he 
had, that if the Maifforcans were once matters of 
Trichinnpoly, they would willingly extend their 
dominion* to the iea, and his kingdom was too ea- 
fy and beneficial a conqiu ft to remain long unat- 
tempted : befides, he hated the French fince their 
fetting upChundaSaib, and laying fiege to hiscapital. 

At Trichinopoly we were in da ; ly expectation 
of the king of Mai (Tore’s troops, who marched 
out of Seringapatam, the capital of the Maiffore 
kingdom, to a place called Carroor, about fifty 
miles from Trichmopoly. The King of Maiffore, 
befides his own proper forces, had alfo engaged Mo- 
rarow and his Marattas to come to our affiftance. 

"Twelve hundred of thele joined us in November, 
and another party, as 1 have already (aid, were with 
captain Clive in the A rcot province. 'The Nabob’s 
brother and a party of Europeans marched to haft- 
cn the junction of the Maifioream. Thus ended 
the year 1751. 

1752. 

In January we were joined by another party of v-y-^i 
Marattas, and four thoufand Maiffore horfe, befides 
three thouland irregular troops called Colleries, who 
live on plunder, and arc notorious thieves, parti- 
cularly for dealing of horfes, in the practice of 
which they are both dating and expert. They 
creep along the woods with a fpear, eighteen or 
twenty feet long, trailing on the ground, which 
they manage on occafion with great dexterity. They 
are troublefome in the field by giving frequent 
alarms, and in their woody country it is dangerous 
to attack then}. 

Ths 



“NARRATIVE of the WAR 

The Maiffore general (commonly called the 
Dolaway) Nanderauze, had not yet joined us with 
the remainder of the army. The enemy had lent a 
party on his road, who took poll in a t village, by 
which he was obliged to pafs. We fent another 
party to diflodge them, commanded by captain 
Cope. Our firft attack was unfuccefstul, partly 
owing to captain Cope being mortally wounded in 
the beginning of the engagement, and our having 
been mifinformed as to the enemy’s ftrength and 
number. However, the party being reinforced, we 
carried our point. Nandv i au/.e and Morarow, with 
about two thoufand horfc, joined us the 26th of 
the month, and our party returned the 2^th with 
the reft of the army. 

The King of Tanjore, after many felicitations, 
fent alfo his troops under the command of his ge- 
neral Monagec j and Tonden\an came likewife in to 
our affiiftancc. • 

Iv this fituation were affairs when I landed from 
England the 15th of March*, captain Clive was 
then juft ready with a party to march to Trichino- 
poly. On the 17th I joined him, and took the 
command. The party confifted of four hundred 
Europeans, and eleven hundred feapoys. 

The fituation of our affairs made it highly re- 
quifite to haften the march with all expedition *, fatal 
ipirit of divifion having unhappily crept in amongft 
our officers, fo that many opportunities and ad- 
vantages were loft, which gave the country alliance 
but an indifferent opinion of ogr conduit. 

On the 27th of the fame month, being arrived 
within eighteen miles of Trichinopoly,.J was met 
by the commanding officer of artillery, whobrough' 

me 
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me intelligence that the enemy had ported a ftrong 
party at Koiladdy, within cannon-fhot of the road 
I was to pafs the next day. 

In order to join the army as foon as pofll- 
ble, I difpatchcd my guides to find out another 
road, judging it of confluence to avoid the 
enemy’s poll, especially as [ had a very large quan- 
tity of ammunition and ilores, part of which 1 laid 
up in Tricatapolly, a fort belonging to the King 
of l anjore, that it might not retard my march the 
next day. 

By fome mirtake of my guide, wc were led 
within reac h Of the very port 1 wanted to avoid. 
To draw off the fire of their battery from my party, 

1 ordered fome guns from my rear divifion to an- 
fwer theirs, and leaving a guard to fupport them, 
the main body were di reded to move on flowly, in- 
clining to the k-fr, which, with a fmall lofs, brought 
us out of reach of their guns : upon which we 
halted till the party and guns came up. Wc then 
continued ourt march without interruption, and 
incamped that night within ten miles of Trichi- 
nopoly. 

The next morning we were joined on our march 
by the troops, and about two hundred foldiers, 
commanded by the captains Clarke and Dalton, 
within four miles of Trichinopoly. Captain De 
kingins lent his adjutant to inform me, that the 
whole of the enemy was in motion towards me. 
Their right was at their incampm mt of Chuck- 
lcpollam, a village on the banks of the river Cau- 
v ery, and facing the pafs: their left extended 
almoft to the French Rock, a ftrong port in their 
pofleflion. Their cavalry was on the left of their 
Infantry, extending all the way to Elmiferam, ano- 
ther 
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I752. ^ er V€f y ^ ron 8 P 0 ^ on an inacceffible rock, on 
which they had mounted fome large cannon. As 
I had no intention to engage, till my entire junc- 
tion was made, and till I had lodged my ftores in 
the fort, I marched round Eimiferam, purpofing 
to come in by the Sugar-loaf Rock, t ur bag- 
gage on the left flank was fecured by the march of 
the army, which kept moving, ready to form, with 
their front to the enemy.- 

The enemy advanced and began to cannonade. 
We immediately ha ted behind a large bank, which 
covered our party from their guns, but which was 
eafily got over, if they fhould advance and appear 
determined to attack. 

The artillery was potted on the top of the bank, 
which was high and commanded all round. Their 
cavalry came on near enough for grape fhot to do 
execution. They ttood for lomc time, till A Hum 
Cawn, the officer who commanded them, was 
killed, and above two hundred more; on which 
they retreated. The reft of the army chofe to fol- 
low their example j the french bringing up their 
rear, moved back to their camp, and left us to fi- 
nifh our march to Trichinopoly. 

I waited the next day on the Nabob, the Maif- 
fore general, and the red of the alliance, in order to 
fettle the plan of operations for the enfuing cam- 
paign. The army confided of twelve hundred Eu- 
ropeans, and Topaffes in battalion ; feapoys in our 
pay two thoufand. The Nabob’s, Maiflfore Marat- 
tas and Tanjore forces above fifteen hundred horfe. 
Their infantry of all forts ten thoufand. It wa 9 
then agreed to attack the enemy in their camp ; 
and in cafe they chofe rather to retreat to the ifland 
than ftand an engagement, to take fucb meafures as 

cn- 
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entirely to cut off their communication with the 
country ; which wc effected loon after, and obliged 
them to furrender for want of provifions. 

Ready and rcfolutc as thefe country people ap- 
pear in council, they are ever dilatory, and flow in 
execution, iupcrftitioufly tied down to falls and 
feafls, lucky .and unlucky days : nothing fpurs them 
on to aft, till thofe ridiculous cuftoms are complied 
with, which flldom happens before the opportunity 
is loll. Thus three or lour days were thrown away 
in thefe trifling delays j and the enemy apprifed of 
our defign, prudently, as we then thought, de- 
termined to retreat to the ifland for their greater 
fecurity, burning and deftroying a large magazine 
of provifions, intended for the liege of Trichino* 
poly. By this fudden and unexpected retreat, we 
had a more compleat viftory, which made fome 
amends for what 1 before was concerned at, the 
not having it in my power to attack them as we 
propofed. 

This retreat to the ifland was on the 3 d of April. 
The army under Mr. 1 aw confided of fix hundred 
Furopeans, Topaffes, and Coffrees, eighteen hun- 
dred Fiench fepoys, and about fifteen thoufand black 
cavalry and infantry ; Mr. Dupleix’s account fays 
twenty thouiand in all. 

We now endeavoured to cutoff their fupplies, 
which they moflly received from the other fide of the 
Colcroon, their communication being open that 
way quite to Pondicherry. Promiling mytelf great 
fuccds from the aftiviry and vigilance of captain 
Clive, I detached him with four hundred of my 
bed Europeans, twelve hundred lepoys, and four 
thoufand horfe, to take poll on the other fide. Fie 

croffed 
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1 75 2 * cro ®^ two r ’ vors > shout fevcn milts below Se- 
f ingam, at a pafs near Dolaways Choultry* 

I also fent captain Dalton to take the pod of 
Elmifcram where the enemy had cannon. The 
place lurrendcred after a faint refillance. Captain 
Clive having acquainted me that he had taken poll 
at a village and a Pagoda, called Samiaveram, 
about ten miles from Seringam, and on the high 
road to Atcot and Pondicherry, through which 
their convoys mull pafs, I paid him a vifit the 8 tH 
of April, alter Rlinifcratn was reduced, to concert 
what further meafures were proper to be purfued. 
We agre< d that he fhould make an attack upon 
Pitchunda, a place which they had fortified, fitil- 
ated on the bank of the Colcroon, oppofite to Se- 
ringam, and commanding the pafs of that river. 
But it was fir If necefiary to ftorm 1 algoody, a mud 
fort, where the enemy had a large magazine of 
grain, and this captain Clive executed three days 
alter, while the necefiary difpofitions were making 
for the fiege of Pitchunda. Having received in- 
telligence chat a party of the enemy were at Guta- 
toor, fifteen miles from Samiaveram, with a large 
convoy of ftorcs, captain Clive marched the 15 th 
of April to intercept them, leaving only a fmall 
party to fecure his poll till his return. 1 he French 
being advifed of his march, thought fo good an 
opportunity of retaking a poll oi that conlequence 
ought not to be negle&cd. They therefore formed 
a detachment from their army, who had orders 
to march after dark, that their attack might be 
made at day- light, on the party which were left in 
the Pagoda. 

On captain Clive's arrival at Outatour, he found 
no enemy nor convoy, and fufpetting the report to 

have 
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have been a finefie of the enemy, in order to draw 1752. 
him from Samiaveram, he refblved, after refrefli- 
ilig his people, to return immediately to his former 
poft. lie arrived near the Pagoda about eleven at 
night; his men, fatigued with fo long a march, 
went to reft, and captain Clive retired to hispallan- 
kcen. 

Tne French, ignorant of captain Clive’s return, 
began their march in the night from their army, 
and arrived about four in the morning at Sarnia* 
veram, where they found every thing as quiet as 
they could wifh : their guides led them d»adly to. 
the pagoda. On their approach, tlu* ifthof April, 
the party left there in the morning challenged, and 
were anfwered Friends, by fome defer ters irom n*. 

This contented our people, who imagining them 
fome of captain Clive’s returning party, were not 
convinced of their miftake till the fcpoys began to 
fire. 

Captain Clive awaked, and alarmed at the fir* 
ing, ran immediately towards it, by which means 
he joined the French fepoys, who were pu filing in- 
to the pagoda, and imagining tlum his own troops, 
who endeavoured to fereen themfelves fiom an at- 
tack, began to reprimand them in the country lan- 
guage, angrily demanding what they were firing at. 

The fepoys* in this confufion, paid little regard to 
him, till one of their officers fufpedling him to be 
an Englifhman, drew his lword, and cut at him, 
which he parried, by advancing forwards and re- 
ceiving the blow from him near the hilt; another 
officer of Our fepoys accidentally coming to his af- 
fiftance, cut the fellow down, and diiengagcd cap- 
tain Clive, who by this time perceiving his miftake, 
and by great good fortune getting out of their 
D hands, 
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1752. hands, went in fearch of his detachment, which he 
— ' "v— ^found under arms ; but in the mean while his own 
party in the Pagoda was diflodged, and the French 
were in poffefnon of the poll. 

He therefore inftantly formed his detachment, 
and marched to the Pagoda, and finding the ene- 
my in poflellion, he immediately ordered the gate 
to be Homed. The uffi'er who attempted it was 
received by a platoon of the enemy, who killed 
him on the Jpot, and many of his people. 

On this it was thought n. cctfary that our cannon 
fhould be lent for, and a fummons was made to 
the French commanding officer, fignifying, that as 
it was impoffible to dcape, it was moll prudent 
for him tofurrendir. The French officer bravely 
endeavoured to difengage himfclf, by tallying out 
or the Pagoda ; but being killed in the attempt, 
with ibme of his foicmoft people, the rclt furren- 
dered at difcrction. The French fepoys without 
the Pagoda tiring it lit rendered, endeavoured to 
ileal ojf ; but the day beginning to dawn, they 
were perceived and purfued by the Maratta cavalry, 
who riding in amongft them, inhumanly cut them 
all to pieces. 

Mont a cee with the Tanjore troops undertook to 
retake Koiladdy. He luccecd April 21ft, and the 
Nabob gave the King of Tanjore a grant of it, as 
it guarded the bank, which conveyed the river Cau- 
vcry into his country. 

As nothing now remained to obfiruft our de- 
figns on Pitchunda, I took poll on the ifiand to 
cover the cannon and ammunition neceflary for the 
attack of it. The garrifon confided of feventy* 

3 w 
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two Europeans, forty-nine '* Topafles, and fbme 1752. 
fepoys * 5 and on the defences were mounted three 
pieces or cannon and two mortars. 

Receiving intelligence that the enemy had a 
party at Ouratour, 1 lent captain Dalton with one 
hundred and fifty f uropeans, four hundred fepoys, 
and ony thoufhnd horfc, to diflodgc them ; he came 
up and had fome lkirmifhts with them, but expect- 
ing to renew the fight the next day, the 2d of May, 
he found the place abandoned. 

Mons. D’autf.uil and his party marched off 
in the night, Jefr the greareft part of their convoy 
of ltorcs, with which captain Dalton returned to 
captain Clive, who by this time had laid liege to 
Eitc unda. I thereto; e ordered him to continue 
with Mr Clive; and a battery being opened on the 
Nth, on the 10th the garrifon ilirrmdered prifoners 
of war, and were lent to the Nabob at Trichino- 
poly. Ihustluir communication was entirely cut 
off from the other fide the Coleron, Monagee hav- 
ing taken Koiladdy. I detached our CofFrees f 
uidi two guns, to fecurc tire pafs on the illand, 
who threw up an in trend urgent, which might alone 
have defended th<;m again ft the whole body of tire 
enemy’s army ; fo inacceflible is this pals, any where 
but in front, and there it does not admit of more 
than two men a- bread. I then encamped at Chuck- 
leypollam, facing the pafs of the Cauvtry. 

* Topai&s are the defendants of the Pomigrcre who firfl 
fell U*tl in India, and married with the natives. '1 hey differ very 
hi. tie in colour from the Indian*-, themvlvo. They have the 
name of Topaffcb given them firm rlwir wealing hat*.. 

f (.’offices (by the Ihemh called is now hreome the 

pener.il name for all negroes who arc hi ought to India from ihe 
t ape, the Coal! of (luinea, or any otlu-r parts cf Africa, and 
ehiefly ft om IvJ ad agafear. '1 hey ate htave and fit ad/ in the 
field. 
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1752. The Maiflorcans aVid Marattas on our right cx- 
tended to Warriore Pagodas, and from thence a 
chain of cavalry to the extremity of the ifland, to 
prevent any fupplics Hipping through, Monagee 
and the Tanjore troops on our left, the main body 
at Dolaways Choultry, to defend that pafs between 
them and us, all Tondeman’s and the other Poly- 
gar’s Colletics. Such was our fituation. The ene- 
my who encamped till then on the ifiand, (truck 
their tents the j 8th of May, and took (belter un- 
der cover of the walls of Seringam, giving out 
that they would receive us there. To diftrels them 
the more, we pafil-d ihe Cauvery to the ifland, and 
encamped on the caft fide of Jembikifhna, where 
fome days alter we threw up an entrenchment quite 
acrofs from river to river, intending to wait there 
till we could get up fome heavy cannon from Dave- 
cotah *, having but one eighteen and one twelve 
pounder, artillery not fufficient to make a breach. 
Monagee took pofiefiion of my poll at Chuckley- 
pollam. We were in this fituation, when intelli- 
gence came that Mr. D’Auteuil, who was lately 
driven out of Outatour by captain Dalton, was then 
atVolconda, with a large quantity of (lores. Cap- 
tain Clive, on the firll notice, formed a party, and 
marched the 77th. tie returned the 29th with Mr. 
D’Autcuil and his whole party prifoners. They 
confifted of three officers and fifty men, three hun- 
dred iepoys and as many horfe. 

At this time the enemy were fo /educed for want 
of provifions, that the Indian army, on pardon and 
protection prom i fed by the Nabob, came over to 
us in great numbers ; one of their generals in par- 
ticular, named Coop Saib, joined us, with a thou- 
fand horfe, a large body of fepoys, and fourteen 
elephants. 


Chunda 
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Chunda Saib difjpirited and reduced to the 1752. 
greateft extremity, and without money to pay his 
troops, willing to try if he had a friend in Monagec 
the Tanjore general, demanded leave to pais through 
his camp to Tanjore, which was very readily grant- 
ed ; and, as is too much the cuftorn in like cafes, 
the moment he was in the power of his enemy he 
was made a prifoner. He might, no doubt, have 
efcaped to Pondicherry, but in thefe circumftances 
he dreaded Mr. Dupleix. 

Next day, June iff, the Nabob, the Maifforc 
and Maratta generals, Monagee and myfelf, being 
afiembled, it was debated how to difpole of him. 

I was filent on this occafion, and they were of dif- 
ferent opinions. The Nabob and Monagee judged 
it very dangerous to let out of their hands a man 
who had already given them fo much trouble. The 
Maiffore general and Morarow were for having him 
in their poffefiion. Finding they could not agree, 

I propofed that we fhould have the care of him, 
and keep him confined in one of our own fettle- 
ments : this was by no means approved, and we 
parted without coming to any refoludon *, but fome 
of Monagee’s people put an end to the difpute by 
cutting off his head, which was done the 3d of 
June * 

Thus did Chunda Saib pay the juft price of his 
his ambition and prefumption. In private life he 
is faid to have been a man of great benevolence, 
humanity, and gencrofity : with regard to his pub- 
lic chara^er j in this country, ambition being a 

* Mr. Dupleix, in Ins Memoire, f.ilfcly aflerts, that Col. 
Laurence himfelf ordered the death of Chunda Saib, notwith- 
Handing that calumny had been clearly refuted in the country. 

D 3 venial 



venial fault, every man who fuccecds is a great 
man ; if he finis, he is only reckoned unfortunate. 

M. D’aui’luil was brought prifoner to Trichi- 
nopoly, and on giving his parole not to ferve againft 
the Nabob, was releafed. The enemy became fo 
much ftraitencd for want of provifions, that they 
could hold out no longer. Mr. Law therefore 
thought in earned of furrendering, anti to that end 
defired our mediation with the Nabob. We met in 
confcquence, and explained to him the Nabob’s 
terms, which were in general ; 

That the Pagodas of Jembikifhna and Serin- 
gam (hould be delivered to the Nabob, with all the 
guns, (lores, and ammunition. 'That the Euro- 
peans, Top a lies, and Coffrees Ihoultl be prifoners 
of war. That the officers fliould give their parole 
not to ferve againlt Mahomed Alice Cawn and his 
allies, and the deierters Le pardoned. 

These articles bung figned by Mr. Law on the 
3d of June, captain Dalton took pofllffion of Se* 
ringam, and tlie French marched out, being about 
fix hundred Europeans and three hundred lepoys. 
The reft of their allies accepting of the Nabob’s 
cowle or protection, feparated and difperled. In 
Ser ingam we found thirty pieces of cannon, ten of 
which were eighteen and twelve pounders, the reft 
field-pieces, two large mortars, a number of co- 
horns, and a great quantity ofbam munition, and all 
kind of military (lores. 

Captain Campbell with a paity elcorted the 
prifoners to Fort St. David. The Pagodas being 
thus fecured, and every thing fo happily finiflud 
to the fouthward, I imagined we had only to put 
the Nabob in quiet polfcffion of his territories to 
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the northward, where many places ilill remained 
with the French, but Ginger was tiie only fort ok 
conlequence which could give us any trouble. 

On my reprefenting the ill confluence of our 
delays and prefling the Nabob to march with his 
allies, and reduce the reft of the province, I per- 
ceived in him much umvillingncfs and unaccount- 
able backwardnels ; but this myfUry was at length 
explained. The Maiflbreans refufid to match till 
the Nabob had delivered up r l r i hinopoly, which 
they demanded, as they laid, according to agi ce- 
ment •, infilling, that as they h :d puf-rmed their 
part of the treaty, it was butjuil the Nabob fhotild 
fulfil his alfo. 

The Nabob jullly ohje&cd, that it was neither 
their agreement, nor rcalonable, that the fortrels ot 
Trichinopoly fhould be the price of its relief, but 
that when the King of Maiflore had fettled him in 
quiet poflefllon of all his other dominions, he fliould 
then be ready and willing, according to his real in- 
tention and meaning, to give up that place. 

The Maifloreans feeming fatisfied, promifed to 
march and remove this objection. In confidence 
that they would follow, we marched with our Eu- 
ropeans to Outatour the 1 6th of June, but not 
finding our allies, or the Nabob follow us, we re- 
turned the 18th of June, hearing that Morarow 
with his Marattas intended putting a Uqp to the 
Nabob’s march. 

I endeavoured to reconcile the chiefs*, but I 
found Morarow wanted no lefs than T richi nopoly 
for himfelf ; an agreement therefore between the 
two contending parties never could procure it him, 
wherefore Jie ifeparately advil'ed both not to give 
D 4 U P 
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17/52. up their pretenfions ; hoping a breach would give 
him an opportunity to effect what he faw was not 
to be obtained by any other method. 

Thk Nabob, by giving up Trichinopoly and its 
dependencies, without being in poffeflion of the reil 
of the Arcot countries, quitted for ever that part 
\vhi< h alone, of all his pretenfions he was actually 
in polIeU j on of. The King of Maifibre’s friend - 
(hip and alliance was of great confequence, but it 
alfo nvght be purchased too dear; for however he 
might protniic to a ( 11(1 the Nabob in the recovery 
of his other countries, when he was once in pofici- 
fion ol the place, if he fhould refufe to fulfil this 
part of the engagement, who could force him i 
Oilier compenfations were propofed, and the Na- 
bob even offered to give him a promife under his 
hand, to deliver Trichinopoly in two mqnths, if 
he would but march with and afiiit him. 

Nanderauzk promifed he would follow and 
join the Nabob with his troops, in order to march 
towards our fcttlements. The Maifforeans and 
Morarow remained encamped under the walls of 
Trichinopoly, fecmingly friends, and every day 
talked of following the Nabob. Monagec with 
the King of Tanjore’s troops returned home, and 
Tondeman followed them. The Tanjoreans could 
never be brought to confent to the giving Trichino- 
poly to the Maifforeans. 

On the 20th we marched from Outatour through 
Volcondah and Verdachilum, and arrived before 
Trivedy on the 7th of July. The enemy had left 
fh rc a fmall party, which, on the Nabob’s fum- 
mons, fun end. -red. There I left the army, under 
the command of captain De Gingins, being in to 
b^d a date of health that I could not keep the field- 
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It will not be improper to fliew what the French 1752. 
were doing at Pondicherry. To give Dupleix his 
due, he was not eafily caft down * his pride fup- 
ported him, and at the fame time his mind was 
full of refources ; the injufticc of his caufe never 
difturbed him; and, provided he could gain his 
ends, the means never gave him any concern. His 
council was chiefly compofed of his own creatures, 
who never difputed what he propoled. He was 
married to a woman, endowed with as much fpirit, 
art and pride, as bimfelf ; born in the country, 
midrels of all the low cunning peculiar to the na- 
tives, and well (killed in their language. 

The fucrender of Mr. Law happened at that fea- 
fon of the year, when the (hips arrived from Lu- 
rope, and brought a large reinforcement, to which 
Mr. Dupleix added all the failors from the compa- 
ny’s (hips, fending Lalcars on board to navigate 
them jo China. Thus he collc&ed new troops; and 
not to want a pretender to the government of Ar- 
cot, on Chunda Saib’s death, he proclaimed Raja 
Saib his fon. Nabob of the province; but after- 
wards, that he might feem to have an unbounded 
right of appointing whom he pleafed, he gave out 
that the Mogul had fent him Saneds or commiflions, 
declaring him governor of all this part of the 
Carnatick, from th,c river Kriftnah to the lea. Thcfe 
Saneds were proved to be a forgery, and the wholp 
contrivance deteded in the mod public manner, as 
will appear. 

The fuppofed meflenger from Delly was receiv- 
ed with all the honour and ceremony ufually paid 
to an ambaffador from the Mogul ; and that no- 
thing might be wanting to compleat the farce, Mr. 
Dupleix himfelf, in the country manner, with mu- 
lick and dancing girls before him, mounted on an 

/ elephant. 
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elephant, received with due reverence from the 
hands ot the pretended ambaflador, his com million 
from the Mogul, and in confequcnce of his ap- 
pointment, gave out all orders from that time 
as fucli *, he even kept his Durbar or court, fat on 
a fofa, and received prelcn ts from his council as 
well as the natives, like a Prince of the country ; 
and thus endeavoured to fupport the chara&cr of 
Suhah of the Dcckan. 

Mr. Dupleix, to return to my fubjeft, find- 
ing that Chunda ifaib’s ion would be of little ufe 
to him, by his intereft in the country, or his mo- 
ney, offered the Nabob (hip of Arcot to the go- 
vernor of Velloure, Moolis Alice Cawn, a man 
every way fit for his purpofe, and befides, very 
rich. Moods Alice Cawn was to find money, and 
Dupleix Kuropcans. Under different pretences, 
and at different times, he got from him about three 
Jack of roupees *, but the titular Prince finding he 
was only amufed, demurred till Dupleix would 
give him better proofs of making good his pro- 
miles. As there was no more money to be got, 
Dupleix had no further occafion for him, and left 
him where he found him, only fomething the 
poorer. 

As I have laid before, there was flill a good deal 
of the Arcot province in the hands of the French, 
and Chunda vSaib’s friends, which we lhould have 
endeavoured to recover. Our forces were not very 
confidcrablc •, we had lofl a great many men ; there 
was a ftrong garrifon left in Trichinopoly, and wc 
had but few recruits that year. The French had 
many more, befides prefiing the fcamen into their 
fcrvice. However, enough might have been fpared 
to go with the Nabob and gather his rents, and to 
recover the greateft part of the country. In fie ad 
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of beginning by degrees, which at that time was ail 17 :2. 
our llrengtli would admit of, the governor of M a- 
tlrafs relblvcd to attack (« ingee. 

Gincee is fituated to the well of Pondicherry. 

It is furrounded with mountains, and the roads, 
or more properly pafles, leading to it, begin be- 
tween thole mountains, at about ten miles dillancc. 

An army within thole pafles may be eafily blocked 
up, unlds they can afford to fccurc themfclves, and 
keep their communication open with the country. 

It confills of two towns, called the Great and little 
Gingee. The firll to the louthward, the other to 
the northward. They are both furrounded by one 
wall, three, miles in circumference, which inclofts 
the two towns, and five mountains of ragged rocks, 
on the fummits of which are built five ltrong forts. 

The two towns are divided from call to well by a 
wall lined with cannon, which one of thole five rocks 
defends as a citadel. The place is inacccflible, ex- 
cept from the eaft and louth-eaft. Pour roads 
lead to it, by the one our army marched, the ether 
laces towards Arcot, the third to Wandewafb, and 
the fourth to Pondicherry. The place was well 
fupplied with all manner of flores, and garrifoned 
by an hundred and fifty Europeans, and lepoys 
and black people in great numbers. Such was 
the ftate of Gingee when we relolved to befiege it. 

Ill as I was, at that time, with the fever, I let out 
from Fort St. David for Madrals, to fee the gover- 
nor, and try if I could difluadc him from the at- 
tempt. 

I represented the fituation and ftrength of 
the place, compared to the foice we could fend, 
and even allowing that we could have marched 
our whole force, the number would not be liiffici- 
ent for the attack, and at the fame time to provide 
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for our fecurity, by keeping the pafles open, and 
protecting our convoys of provifions, which muft 
come from Fort Sr. David, as no fupply could be 
expected from a country difafleCted by its neigh- 
bourhood to Pondicherry. Befides, we had alio 
an enemy at our back, with a force fuffident, at 
leaft, to (top our convoys. I reprefented to him, 
that the Nabob’s affairs alfo required our fettling 
other places firft, where we were fure of fuccefs •, 
and we ought to confider wliat an imprcflion the 
leaft check would make on the minds of thefe 
fluctuating, and yet unfettled people. 

These, with feveral other reafons, determined 
me to diffuade the governor from the attempt ; but 
he declared to me, that he had ordered a party, 
and it muft go. 

Major Kinnecr was fent with a detachment from 
the army at Trivedy, of two hundred Europeans ; 
the Nabob alfo fent his troops, about fix hundred 
horie, and fifteen hundred fepoys. 

They marched the 23d of July, and arrived be- 
fore the place the 26th. A fummons was lent, 
which the French anfwercd very civilly, by faying, 
they kept it for the King of France, and were re- 
folved to defend it. Soon after, intelligence was 
brought that a party marched from Pondicherry of 
two hundred Europeans, and fifteen hundred fe- 
poys. Two pieces of battering cannon, ammuni- 
tion, &c. were ordered out, under an efcort of 
an hundred and fifty Europeans. The French 
polled themfelves on the road our convoys were 
obliged to pafs, upon which Major Kinneer judged 
it better to leave Gingee, againft which he had 
no profpeft of fuccefs, and meet the French find- 
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ing it of moft confequence to keep his communica- 
tion open. 



The French had made choice of a good poft, 
with a river and the village of Vickarivandy in 
their fiont, and feven picxes of cannon well dil- 
pofed. Our men attacked, but were very warmly 
received, and galled by a brifk fire from behind 
walls. A blundering commander of our artillery, 
(a Frenchman who had deferted and was taken in- 
to our fervice) contrived to poll our cannon lb, 
that they could not favour the attack ; which Ma- 
jor Kinneer endeavouring himfelf to reftify, was 
wounded in the leg, and many of the men and 
officers killed •, which obliged him in the end to 
retreat, but in very good order. Thus ended the 
expedition again Gingee. Poor Major Kinneer was 
almoft recovered of his wound, but fretting at his 
difappointment, was feized with a fever and flux, 
which carried him offfome time after. 


The French, animated as ufual, upon the lead 
fuccefs, joined this party with all the force they 
could bring into the field. They marched clofe to 
the bounds of Fort St. David. I was (till at Ma- 
drafs, but having received an account of their mo- 
tion, orders were lent to our troops in Sc. David's, 
to march out and encamp. Captain Schaub's com- 
pany of Swifs was alfo fent by fea from Madrafs. 
J he party went in boats, though I defired they 
might be fent in a fhip which was in the road, as 
well for the fafety and eafe of the troops, as a fe- 
curity againft any attempts of Mr. Dupleix, who, 
I very well knew, was capable of doing any xhing 
to anlwer his prefent purpofes. 

Ma. Dupleix, on notice of the embarkation, 
lent a Ihip out of Pondicherry road, and took cap- 
tain 
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ij$2, ^in Schaub and his whole company, and carried 
them into Pondicherry, and there detained them 
prifoners of war. An a&ion againft the law of 
nations, and an open violation of the peace then 
fubfifting between us and the French •, facred here, 
as well as in Europe, though we were allies in 
different caufes. Immediately on news of this, ill 
as I flill continued, I embarked with captain 
Gaupp’s Swifs company, on board the Bombay 
Cattle, the fliip I had afked for the other party. 

I arrived at St. David’s the 1 6th of Augutt, 
and the 17th took the field with four hundred Eu- 
ropeans, feventeen hundred fepoys, and four thou- 
land of the Nabob’s troops, and nine pieces of 
cannon. I found the enemy encamped within 
fight of us, and after reconnoitring their fituation, 
I refolved to attack them the next morning *, which 
they either got information of, or fufpeded, for 
they marched oft* that night to Bahoor. I followed 
them the next day, for they (fill retreated, till 
they came very near their own bounds, with the 
village of Villanour in their front, three miles from 
Pondicherry. 

Mr. de Kerjean, a nephew of Mr. Dupleix, 
commanded this army. By his uncle’s order, he 
protefted in a long letter, againfl our entering their 
bounds, forbidding us to follow the Prince of the 
country even in his own territories. The abfyr- 
dity of thefe protefls, to which we had too long 
paid fome regard, was greatly increafed fince Mr. 
Dupleix had thrown off the mafk, by taking cap- 
tain Schaub and his party prifoners. 

I was encamped at a Pagoda called Trichanky, 
from whence 1 had a view of their camp, confitt- 
ing of four hundred , Europeans# fifteen hundred 

fepoys, 
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fcpoys, and five hundred cavalry. In hopes of 
bringing them to an engagement, I attacked their 
advanced poll at Villenour ; but as they would 
not fuppOrt it, I could do no more than drive out 
that party, my orders not permitting me to follow 
them into their bounds. 

Finding it impoflible to bring on an engage- 
ment, 1 marched back and encamped at Bahoor, 
two miles from Fort St. David, to fee if my re- 
treat would encourage De Kerjean to follow us. As 
no people arc naturally more elated with trifles, ([ 
mean when they have not at their head a man of 
folidity, experience and judgment) I had hopes 
this fcheme might take, The event more than an- 
fwered my expectation. Mr. Duplcix ordered De 
Kerjean to follow us, conjuring him to improve 
the minute, and make the proper ufe of our fears. 
De Kerjean fufpe&ing it might be otherwife, repre- 
fented his thoughts of our retreat, which only pro- 
cured him a more peremptory order, to march after 
us immediately • for Mr. Dupleix told him, he 
was convinced we would not fight *, that he expect- 
ed the * Prince every hour with Mr. De la Touche, 
who (hould inftantly fuperfede him. He was there- 
fore obliged to obey, and accordingly encamped 
next day, within two miles of us, and I made a 
difpofition for attacking him the morning after. 

On the ,26th of Augull, at two in the morn- 
ing, our little army was under arms •, our fcpoys in 
front in one line, our battalion formed a lecond, 
with the artillery divided on our flanks. A high 
bank on our left flank, extended to the French 
camp, and behind it were potted the cavalry, with 

* The Prince was a very large French company’s fhip, with 
feven hundred men, and prefents from the French King for 
the Mogul, Salabatzing and Chunda Saib: fhc was burnt in 
her pailage to India, and fcarce a man faved. 
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1752. orders to march as we did j and if they faw the 
^yv enemy in any confufion, on our attack, they were 
immediately to make the proper advantage of their 
diforder. The ground permitting us, we marched 
in that order, and came up in time to begin our 
attack, a little before dawn of day. Our fepoys 
were challenged by the enemies advanced poft, and 
not anfwering, received their fire and returned it, 
ftill marching on. The Europeans followed ini 
good order, and kept fhoilldered while our fepoys 
were engaged with theirs. The day juft then be- 
ginning to break, we faw the French battalion drawn 
out a little upon our left. On their right was the 
bank I mentioned before, and on their left a tank 
or pond of water, which obliged us to incline, to 
make our front equal to theirs. We then advan- 
ced, while they continued all the time a very brifk 
fire from their cannon. The fmall arms foon be- 
gan : our men advanced firing ; and the French 
flood their ground, till our bayonets met. The 
violence of the attack was made by our grenadiers 
and two platoons, who threw the enemy into dif- 
order, and loon after their whole line was broke. 
They then threw down their arms and ran for it. 
Every moment our cavalry was expe&ed to charge ; 
but they, inftcad of purfuing, employed themfelves 
in plundering the camp, which gave time to ma- 
ny of the French to retreat to Areacopong. The 
aftion, however, ended greatly in our favour. 
Mr. Kerjean, fifteen officers, and an hundred pri- 
vate men were made prifoners, and many more 
were wounded, or fell in the engagement. Their 
artillery, confifting of eight pieces of cannon, with 
all their ammunition, tumbrils, and (lores, fell into 
our hands. We had one officer killed, three or 
four wounded, and feventy-eight men killed and 
wounded. The Nabob, highly delighted at our 
fuccefs, though difpleafed at the behaviour of his 
2 own 
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own people, returned with me to Fort St. David, 1*52. 
where we received accounts that three thoufand Ma- CA'VJ 
rattas were on their march from Trichi nopoly to 
join the Nabob ; but we had reafon to fufpcck their 
intentions; they were to have joinwvl the french, if 
our fucceis had not prevented them. Nanderauze, 
the Maiflore general, ilill remained before Trichi- 
nopoly, with Morarow, outwardly our friend, but 
ready to feize the firft opportunity to get poflMnon 
of the town : they therefore kept captain Dalton 
continually on the watch, the more lb as it was nc- 
ceflary to feem as it we did not fufped them, or 
know any thing of their treating with the French. 

Mr. Dupleix did not lole fo fair an opportunity of 
endeavouring to bring the Maiflbrcans to his in- 
tereft. He therefore promifed Nanderauze not on- 
ly Trichinopoly, but gave him hopes that the king- 
dom of Tanjore might alfo be added to it. 

On the news of our vi<ftory, three thoufand 
Marattas joined us, commanded by lnnis Cawn, the 
next in rank to Morarow, who, «u cording to cuf- 
ftom, fwore fidelity to the Nabob, and we marched 
to Trivedy the 1 7th of September. 

To improve the remaining part of the feafon, the 
monfoon coming on, captain Clive was lent with 
a fmall detachment to take Covclong, a fort 16 
miles to the lbuthward of Madrafs, and Chenga- 
laput, about forty. T he lall mentioned fort was ex- 
ceeding ft rong, being almufl encompafled by a mo- 
rafs, and furrounded with two walls, the ramparts 
of which are fixteen feet thick, a wet ditch faced with 
ftone fixty feet wide, quite round the outward fort, 
and another half round the inner. Chengalaput ca- 
pitulated the 1 ft of October. It (hould be remark- 
ed, that the officer who commanded was then pri- 
soner on parole. 

E Havjnq 
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J752. Having j^erformed this fervice, and the mon- 
- — foon now approaching, 1 propofed returning to win- 
ter quarters, at Fort St. David, to give our men, 
who were fufflcently harrafted, the I mall refrefh- 
rv.cnt of two months reft, and good quarters, dur- 
ing the rains, which fall heavily in this country; 
but 1 had orders to canton the troops at Trivedy : 
the Nabob did the fame. 

Notwithstanding thefe feeming advantages to 
the northward, our fituation in general was very 
dilcouraging. I he Nabob’s money at this time 
began to fail and what is a natural confequence, 
his troops left him Bcfidcs, they had never been 
uled to keep the field at this leafon of the year ; Mo- 
rarow, on a pretended dtfpute with the Maifforeans 
for want of pay, marched off to Pondicherry, and 
declared for the French ; innis Cawn decamped al- 
io at the lame time. 

A m, this was a feheme concerted by Nanderauzc, to 
fee if he could not g«»inTrichinopoly. He would not 
break openly with the Nabob, for then all his hopes 
were gone ; but if he could create us fuch a num- 
ber of enemies, he concluded neither the Nabob nor 
the F.ngiiUi could polllbl/ lupport the war. He 
thought therefore, in futh diftrefs, he might make 
his own terms for the afti fiance we ihould want, 
and which he alone could give us. This, in reali- 
ty, was the intention of his pretended quarrel with 
Morarow. 

The Maifforcan, to fave appearances, and a<ft 
with fomc fliow of juft ice, laid he would return to 
his own country, if the Nabob would pay him his 
expences in ready money. The Him he alked was 
as i/npofTible for the Nabob to raife, as for ns to 
advance, which he very well knew. Countries 

3 were 
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were offered as fecurities } but nothing lefs than rea- 
dy money would latisfy, or what he chofe. rather, 
the being put in poffeffion of Trichinopoly, which 
he had attempted to furprife in the following man- 
ner. 

A Neapolitan named Clement Poverio, who 
had been a long time in India, and knew the coun- 
try language very well, had taken lcrvice with the 
Nabob, and commanded a company of Topaffes. 
This man ferved as interpreter between captain Dal- 
ton and Nanderauze, who thinking it not difficult 
to bribe fuch a perfon, offered him a confiderable 
fum of money, if he would be inftrumcntal in lend- 
ing him affiftance to get poffeffion of the town. 
The man defired fome time to confidcr of it, and 
on his return honeftly difeovered the whole to cap- 
tain Dalton, who, after returning him thanks for 
his fidelity, and promifing a reward, ordered him 
to carry on the Icheme with Nanderauze, and on 
his next vifit to allure him he was ready to obey his 
orders. 'I he fellow returned with his leffon, and 
aided his part naturally, fo as to avoid the appear- 
ance of double dealing. The fcheme concerted be- 
tween Nanderauze and Moiarow was, that Poverio 
with part of his Topafs company, Ihould fecure a 
gate for the entrance of the troops. The French 
piifoncrs that we had taken at Samiaveram and Vol- 
conda, were to be armed, and fet at liberty, by the 
remainder of his company, who were to attack the 
guard over them. Six refolute fellows undertook 
to difpatch captain Dalton on his firft appearance, 
after the alarm given. Every thing, in fhort was 
fettled, and the night appointed for the execution. 
Captain Dalton apprifed of this, to fereen Poverio 
from fufpicion, made the neceffary difpofitions for 
his defence, with the greatcll: fecrecy, till the even- 
ing came, on which the plot was to take place. l ie 
E 2 then 
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1752. then informed the Nabob’s brother-in-law, the go- 
Vernor of Trichinopoly, of their defigns, and the 
plan he had laid to defeat them. Terrified at the 
thoughts of an attempt, anil confuhing nothing but 
his fears, to prevent all rifquc, the governor lent a 
meflenger to Nandcrauze, informing him of thedif- 
covery of the whole plot, and our having taken 
proper meafures to prevent its execution •, adding 
to it all the circumfiances that Dalton had told him, 
that the Maifiorean might not doubt in the leaft, 
the truth of the difeovery. When he had done 
this, he acquainted captain Dalton with it, not a 
little plealed with himfelf, and thinking he had a£t- 
ed with uncommon diferetion in the affair to pre- 
vent the Maififorean’s defigns by fuch a prudent 
flep. Nanderauzc wifely d elided from the attempt, 
but offered large fums for Poverio, dead or alive. 
It was on the difeovery of this, that I propofed 
Dalton fhould feize on the Maifforean and Mora- 
row, which he might cafily have, done, by a fur- 
prize, as he often had conferences with them ; and 
I muff own, I thought in juftice it would have been 
jjght to have done it : -but the Prefidency were of 
another opinion. Before we clofe the year 1752, it 
will be neceffary to fay what was doing by Salabat- 
zing and Mr. de Bufiy to the northward. 

At the end of the year 175T, we left the French 
with the Viceroy of their own appointing, Salabat- 
zing marching to Aurengabad : they were foon af- 
ter difturbed by Balazerow the chief of the Ma- 
rattas, who came down with a large army againlt 
them. 

The war continued till Odtobcr 17^2, when 
Gawzedy Cawn, the elde r brother of Salabatzing, 
whom the Mogul had appointed Prince of the Dcc- 
kan, marched to take polMion of his govern- 
ment ; 
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ment : but he died in fourteen days after his arrival 
at Aurengabad, poifoncd by his own fitter. After 
his death, Salabarzing concluded a treaty at Hydra- 
bad with Balazcrow ; but the Mogul, on the death 
of Gawzedy Cawn, appointed his fon Shaw Abadin 
Cawn to fucceed. He accordingly informed the 
Nabob, Mr. Saunders, and Mr. Dupleix of the 
Mogul’s appointment, and railed a large army to 
tome and take poflettion : but he was loon obliged 
to drop that defign, the Mogul’s affairs requiring 
his prefence with the army at Delly. Salabatzing 
now left at large, at the earned follicitation of Mr. 
Dupieix, gave all our fettlements to the northward 
to the French, who, however, for the prefent, did 
net attempt to take poflettion, except of Divi Ifland. 
Mr. de Butty frequently quarreled with Salabat/ing, 
and as often again a Aided him with his Europeans in 
collecting his revenues ; by which condufl: he fome- 
times promoted the intered of the company, always 
liis own, and is thereby become one of the riched 
fubjcCts in Europe. 



IJlfore the beginning of the new year the Maif- 
forcans had declared againft us, and being in pof- 
iellion of Set ingam Pagodas, caprain Daltonbeat up 
their camp in the night, and killed fome people. 

Two days after this, the Maifforcans recovering 
them ft Ives, attacked his advanced pod, on the other 
fide the Cauvery, within cannon -fhot of the fort. It 
was defended by a redoubt, in which he had poded 
fixty Europeans, and fome iepoys. The enemy 
came on with extraordinary refolution, through the 
fire ot our mufquetry to the very parapet. A pa* 
nic feized our people, and indead of truding to the 
redoubt, and waiting for a reinforcement from the 
town, they abandoned the pod, and attempted to 
crois the river. The cavalry feeing their confufion, 
E 3 followed 
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followed them into the Cauvery, and there cut etery 
man to pieces. This obliged captain Dalton to keep 
within his garrifon, which was fiill very ient •> 
and as we apprehended no fcarcity of provifions, we 
were not concerned on his account, being determin- 
ed our efforts (hould ftill be exerted in this part of 
the province. 

In confeqtience of our refolution, and hearing the 
French were marched with Morarow from Waldore, 
towards Trivcdy; we fet out from Fort St. David 
the 6th of January, with three hundred and fifty Eu- 
ropeans, f. ven hundred fepoys, and joined the Nabob 
and our other forces at Trivcdy. Our army confided 
of about ieven hundred Europeans, two thou (and fe- 
poys, onethoufand of the Nabob’s cavaliy, and our 
own little troop of twenty. The Nabob had neither 
money nor allies, except the King of Tanjore, who 
promiled very fairly, but never fent any affidancc. 
The French, confining of five hundred Europeans, 
two thoufand iepoys, a troop of horfe commanded by 
Mr. Maiffin, and four thouf nd Marattas, intrenched 
themfelves on the banks of the river Paniar in fight 
of Trivcdy. Morarow, with his Maratta horfe, ra- 
vaged and dcflroycd the country, attacked our con' 
voys, and obliged us to march our whole force, to 
bring our provilions and itorcs from fort St. David, 

On t the ninth of January, in the morning, the 
Marattas, who had a train of artillery, and two 
companies of Topalfcs, brought down three pieces 
of cannon, and begun to cannonade the village of 
Trivcdy. I ordered the grenadiers and fomc fepovs 
to attack their battery, and followed with our whole 
body to fupport them. The party puflied onbrilk- 
ly, and got poflcfiion of their artillery before they 
had time to fire a fecond round. As the cavalry fiill 
kept their diftance but within cannot fhot, we fol- 
lowed them twith fome field pieces about two miles, 

and 
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and were preparing to return when they furroundcd 
and attacked us on every licit-. Our cannon did 
great execution with grape (hot, and onr men !o j -t 
their fire admirably well, binding ih: y could not 
fuccecd, they lei t us to pursue our marc h to camp, 
with the three pieces of cannon our grenadiers had 
taken in the morning. 

The King of Tanjore having promifed us a body 
of cavalry, 1 lent a party of infants y with two 
pieces of cannon to favour their junction They 
came on fome part of the way, but thinking us in a 
bad condition, a».d fearing the Marattas, they amuf- 
ed us only with promifes, and obliged our party to 
return to the army without them. 

The enemy were fo fuperior to ns in cavalry, that 
we were obliged often to march our whole body to 
efcort (lores and provilions fiom Fort Sc. David’s to 
our campi always hai railed more or Ids by the VI a- 
rattas. On the iff of April in patticular, returning 
from St. David’s, they attacked us in fmall paities the 
whole day, till within thiee miles of i rivedy, and 
there a large body attacked our font with great 
brilknefs, but they wen: repulfcd with the lame fpi- 
rit. We then perceived the whole body of the ene- 
my on the right of the road, within r mile of i ri- 
vedy. Our convoy very luckily marched on the left 
(lank, near the bed of a very river. I he enemy 
advancing, we came prelently near enough for can- 
non, and kept advancing, and filing, with a Teem- 
ing rcfolution on both fides to come to an ad ion. 
They had a hollow way in their front, which they 
imagined we could not pals ; but as ibon as we came 
to a proper diftance to make a pufli, I ordered my 
fepoys and artillery to halt, and keep the cavalry 
clear of my convoy. I hen marching on brilkly with 
the main body of Europeans, we eroded the hollow 
E 4 * wa^ 
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*753* muc h to the fur prize of the French, that 

they gave us only one fire, and ran away. Wc were 
too well latisfkd with our vi&ory to purfuc, as we 
had the convoy to take care of : our men, bclides, 
werealmolt exhaufted with fatigue, having been un- 
der arms from 3 o’clock in the morning, and the 
day fo exce (lively hot, that lome of our Europeans 
dropt down dead on rhe march, with heat and want 
of water. The Marattas hovered abput us till the 
clofe of day. We killed a great may of them, and 
in particular Budgerow, Morarow’s brother. 

The fame day, on our march, wewerejoined by 
captain Polier, and his company of Swifs. With this 
reinforcement I determined to try if it was poffible 
or warrantable to attack the enemy, who could not 
be brought out of their intrench ments to an engage- 
ment. In confequence of this refolution, I made a 
march nearer them. 

Iw the front of their camp was a village where lay 
an advanced party. t>ur grenadiers and one hundred 
of the battalion wc;e ordeied to attack it* they fuc- 
cccded, and drove the enemy out, who returned 
to their main body. A little beyond this village, 
within feven hundred yards of their camp, was a 
convenient and fafe poll: to make a battery. We 
had brought with us 'two twenty-four pounders, 
which we mounted, and began to cannonade their 
camp, which was (iirrounded with a parapet can- 
non proof, and with redoubts at proper diftan- 
ccs, mounted with thirty pieces of cannon, and a 
very bread and deep ditch, with a good glacis. We 
continued cannonading for fome time ♦, but to fo 
little purpofe, that we thought proper to defift; 
befides, our march from Trivcdy increafed our dif- 
ficulties with regard to provilions. The Marattas 
were indefatigable, who being joined by a fmall party 
from Pondicherry, furprized a fort called Bonnagery, 

from 
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from whence we drew our fupplies of grain. Finding j 753, 
J could not bring them to an engagement, and that 
an affault was impra&icable, from their numbers, 
which in Europeans were almoft equal to our little 
army, we returned to Trivedy, and captain Kil- 
patrick marched with a detachment to take Bonna- 
gery, which the enemy abandoned in the night. 

Captain Dalton, ever fince the lofs of his party, 
had been (hut up in the fort. The main body of 
the enemy was at Seringam, and their cavalry con- 
tinually fcouring the plain, prevented any provifions 
from coming in. The inhabitants and garrifon were 
fupplied from the magazines which were under the 
care of the Nabob’s brother, who had always de- 
clared there was fufficicnt for a long time. Though 
there was no appearance of fcarcity, captain Dalton 
thought it neccffary to know the real quantity in 
flore-, and making an examination, to his great fur- 
prize, it appeared there was only fufficicnt for three 
weeks, and no hope of a fupply from the country, 
a party lately fent into Tondeman’s dillri&s not be- 
ing able to get any, or even to return. 1 ie imme- 
diately difpatched a meffenger with an account of his 
fituation, who reached me late at night, the 20th of 
April, at Trivedy. Aftonifhed at this intelligence, 
we fawthe ncccffity of an immediate march toTrichi- 
nopoly, which we begun the 2 2d inftant in the morn- 
ing, leaving captain Chafe with one hundred and fifty 
Europeans and five hundred fepoys for the defence of 
Trivedy ; and as I intended paffing thro* the Tanjore 
country, letters were difpatched by the Nabob and me 
to the King, acquainting him with our march, and 
inviting him to join us on our approach, to his ca- 
pital. Though we proceeded as expeditioufiy as pof- 
fible, we were obliged to halt every third or fourth 
day, on account of the hot winds, which were fo 
powerful at this feafon, that notwithfhnding all our 

* care. 
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care, our little army was greatly diminiflied. We 
marched by Chillambrum, a llrong Pagoda, in which 
we had a ferjeant, and a few gunners. A place of 
lb much confequcnce for preferring our communi- 
cation by land between St David’s and the Tanjore 
country, fhould have been reinforced; inftead of 
that, our men were withdrawn, and it fell into the 
enemy’s hands loon after our departure. On our 
entering the Tanjore country, the King lent his 
prime mini Her Succogcc, to compliment the Nabob 
and his allies. I le received our force, and promifed 
very fairly on the part of his mailer, to whom he 
foon returned. We purfued our march to Condorc 
the 3d cf May. On our arrival, the King defired 
to meet the Nabob and me iwf ,T iy 1 let out the 
4th, in company with the Nabob and Mr. Palk, 
who had been with me from my leaving Madrals. 
The King met us at the place appointed, attended by 
his whole court, who on the occafion made a very 
magnificent fp'endid appearance. He w r as efcortcd 
by three thoufand horfe, well mounted, and a great 
many elephants in lilver trappings. After cercmoni- 
oufly palling each other in our Palankeens, we were 
conducted to a plcafant garden, and there received by 
the King, under a pavilion, fupported by pillars of 
filver, elegantly covered, and furnilhed. 1 here we 
renewed our alfiirances of friendlhip and protection, 
and all our former engagements ; and it was deter- 
mined that the King fhould lupport the Nabob, and 
join him the next day with three thoufand horfe, and 
a like number of fepoys. After a refrdhment of fruits, 
a fhower of rofe-watcr, and being anointed with otter 
of rofes,we were dilmilTcd with prefents of elephants, 
horfes and firpahs, and efcorted to our camp by a 
brilliant party of the Raja’s cavalry. 

On the 5th, the horfe and fepoys joined us, ac- 
cording to agreement; but, as we loon after expe- 
rienced, 
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rienced, only to make a parade, for they left us the 1753. 
fame day. We remonfl rated, and very warmly pi\f* 
fed their junction, but they excufed thcmlelves with 
promifes of returning. Unwilling therefore to lofe 
time, and fufpe&ing that they wanted only to amufe 
the Nabob and us, we marched, and ai rived the 6th 
of May at Trichinopoly, much deertafed in num- 
bers through fatigue*, and notwithftanding \\e fre- 
quently lent the fick back to our fittlcments, the 
holpitals were filled at our arrival. Wc lud even left 
our tents behind, and took only with us what bag- 
gage was abfolutely nccefiary, that nothing might re- 
tard our relieving Trichinopoly, which indu-d was 
of lb great confequcnce, that every thing was to be 
rifqued for it. The enemy made a fhow of oppofi- 
tion when we approached the lbrt. '1 he whole plain 
was covered with their cavalry and fipoys, but a few 
Ihot from our field-pieces foon determined them to 
retreat to Seringam. As wc fent one hundred 
men to the hofpital upon our arrival at T richi - 
nopoly, the remainder of my force, with what the 
garrifon could fpare, when muttered, amounted 
to no more than five hundred men in battalion, and 
two thoufand fepoys. Njmdrrauze was on the iiland, 
and had with him ten thoufand cavalry, fix thou- 
fand Black infantry, and about one hundred l\u- 
ropeans, with a good train of artillery. After giv- 
ing the men two daysrefrefhment, I < rotted the Cau- 
very to the iiland together with the Nabob, intend- 
ing to attack the enuny if we found a favourable op- 
portunity; but their luperiority, and the advantage 
of their fituation, made it impracticable; It was as 
much as we could do, by a very brilk fire of our ar- 
tillery, to keep our flanks clear from the cavalry that 
furrounded us, and at every motion we made we 
were ready to charge. Nor were the enemy’s can- 
non 11 lent ; fo that after a very fatiguing day, I 
was obliged at night to retreat, and repafs the river. 

In this attempt we had two officers killed, and three 

wounded, 



NARRATIVE of the WAR 

wounded, and but very few men in proportion ; the 
enemy’s cavalry fuffered greatly. 

We then encamped on the plain, about four miles 
foil ih- weft of the fort, at a place called the Fakeers’s 
l ope, to keep our communication open with Ton- 
deman’s country. 'I his Polyg^r flill remained a 
friend to the Nabob. He fometimes fent his troops, 
and all our provifions came from his country. Bc- 
fides what was neceflary for our daily confumption, 
our defign was, if poftible, to lay up a year’s flock 
of grain in Trichinopoly ; as without this fupply our 
military operations mu ft entirely be confined to this 
lpot ; but all our endeavours to this purpofe were in- 
effectual. The king of Tanjore, or Tondeman, could 
eafily have fupplied us with the quantity wanted, if 
they had been willing; but they were apprehenfive, 
that if once Trichinopoly was well fupplied, we 
might think an army ncedlefs there, and march to- 
wards the coaft, and by that means leave their coun- 
try expoled to the. infults of the enemy. In vain 
were all our promiles, that the fafety of their coun- 
tries Ihould be our firft care; In vain did the Na- 
bob and I reprefent to them the advantage it would 
be for the common caufe to have an army at liberty 
to move where wc pkafed, which was not poflible, 
while the magazines remained unfurnilhed with grain. 
All thefe reafons were to very little purpofe ; they 
judged of the bnglifii by themfelvcs, apprehending 
that if once we could carry a point, promifes made 
to gain it would be no longer in force. By thefe 
means we were kept in Trichinopoly above a year, 
never able to get three months provifions into the 
fort ; I mean for the garrifon only without confider- 
ing the inhabitants, who were now obliged to leave 
their dwellings and fctrle in Tanjore, and other 
places ; by this means the town, lately fo populous, 
became almoft uninhabited. About this time I was 
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commilTioned with Mr. Palk to treat with the King 
of Maiilbre. We accordingly wrote to him, and de- 
fired an interview, which his French allies would not 
permit him to give 11s. He only recapitulated in a 
letter, fix feet long, the agreement between the Na- 
bob and him, the many injuries he had received from 
us by being kept out of the fort, and infilled on 
Trichinopoly or his expcnccs. 

The day we left Trivedy the enemy came out of 
'their entrenchments, and encamped near the fort. A 
party of thegarrifon made a Tally, and, flufhedwith 
their fird fucccfs, they imprudently purfued too far: 
the enemy getting between them and the town, cut 
off their retreat; and after fome refidance, the whole 
party, which confided of two officers, fixty Euro- 
peans, and two companies of fepoys, was either put 
to the fword, or made prifoners of war. 

The French now ere&ed a battery, and began to 
cannonade the place. The garrifon was fufficient to 
make a good defence, had not a mutiny arofe, in 
which the men got pofiefiion of the Arrack in the 
garrifon, and, mad with liquor, obliged the com- 
manding officer to capitulate, by which means he 
and all the red of the garrifon were made prifoners 
of war. This gallant young man, whole lenity, in 
not putting a dop to the fird appearance of the mu- 
tiny, had been attended with fuch bad confequences, 
was fo fenfibly affefted with his misfortune, that it 
threw him into a fever, of which he died foon after 
at Pondicherry. 

Chillambrum and Trivedy being reduced, the 
Marattas, French, and Maifloreans all joined at Se- 
ri ngam, and being alfo reinforced from other parts, 
their battalion outnumbered ours. With this fuperi- 

ority 
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I 753* or’ty thc y cro ^ the Cauvery, and encamped to the 

^✓Yv weltward of us, on the plain. 

I was obliged, a little before that, to go into the 
fort on account of my health*, and by a miftakeof the 
gentleman who commanded, and to whom I had gi- 
ven directions for fecuring a poft in his front at the 
Five Rocks, which he ncgleftcd, the enemy polled 
themfelves between us and Tondcman’s country. 
That our communication might not be quite cut off, 
I lent orders to fecure the Golden Rock, which was 
accordingly done by two companies of fepoys. The 
enemy rtfolving to gain that poll alfo, fent a party 
early in the morning, June > 6th, to attack it; and 
had almoft begun their attack before we perceived 
their motion, it being fcarce day-light. As foon as 
etfGMfe difeovered the fire, I came out of the town, 
having difparched a meflengcr firft with orders to the 
commanding officer to detach the picquet, and en- 
deavour to fupport the fepoys. The enemy moved 
at the fame time, but before cither had got half- 
way, the party which attacked our fepoys in the 
morning had carried their point, and drove them 
from their pofl. It was expedient immediately to 
attempt regaining it ; we therefore moved cur whole 
body : the enemy did the fame. Being come near 
enough, as 1 imagined, to make my pufh, I or- 
dered the fir ft divifion of the grenadiers, and the 
picquct fent in the morning, (who had halted for my 
coming up) to march on briikly, and attack the 
party on the Rock, while I followed (lowly with the 
remainder to fupport them. The enemy had fent a 
reinforcement to i hole on the Rock, and with their 
remainder were drawn lip on the right of it. As 
foon as our firft divifion was engaged, I advanced, 
and attacked their battalion ; the firft divifion had 
gained their point alrnoft inftantly, fo that the ene- 
my 
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my found themfelves between two fires; in which \-jr% 
iituation they did not long remain, but retreated, or 
rather ran away as fad as they could, leaving us mat- 
ters of the poll, and three pieces of cannon. 

While we were purfuing our fuccefs, the whole 
body of Marattas and MaiiToreans rode in between 
us and them, fo that our attention was afterwards 
fiillicicntly taken up in fecuring our return to camp, 
which we efife&ed without difficulty, though they 
made two or three brilk attacks ; but our men had 
been long accuftomcd to preferve their fire : and as 
our cannon were well ferved, the cavalry thought 
proper to retire. Their lofs on this occafion was 
not inconfiderablc ; amongft the reft a nephew of 
Morarow, called Balapa, was killed. He com- 
manded the Marattas, as their chief was yet iMft 
in the Arcot province. I had known this young 
man when he was on our fide ; a youth of great 
fpirit and courage, and an excellent horfeman. His 
body being found in the field, was lent back in my 
pallankeen to his friends: a relpeft 1 thought juftly 
due to fo gallant an officer ; and they were very 
thankful for the favour. 1 le was Ihot by one of 
our grenadiers, being advanced lo near us that lie 
cut one of our men in the ranks, though accompa- 
nied by only four horfemen. I lad all the reft be- 
haved with the like rclolution, we fhould have found 
much more difficulty in our return to camp. 1 hus 
was this great object of the war again faved by our 
liiccels, but the numbers of the enemy were fo great, 
that a victory or two more would have left all my 
men on the plains of Trichinopoly. I therefore 
thought in earneft of a reinforcement, efpecially as 
the neighbourhood of the enemy, with thtir large 
body of cavalry, began to make my ftay on the 
plain very inconvenient, without horfe to oppofe 
thorn. The Nabob and I determined to move to- 
wards 
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, 753* tvar ^ s Tan l° rc > t0 tr y vv * iat our prefence would do 
with the King, and if poflible, perfuade him to 
fend the troops he fo often promifed, to our afllll- 
ance. We marched the 2d of July, and encamped 
at a place called Conandercoile, half-way between 
Trichinopoly and Tanjorc. I chofe this road rather 
for fecurity, than fhortnefs *, it being mod of the 
way through thick woods, and fafe from the caval- 
ry. '1 here we halted till we received intelligence of 
from Mr. Palk, that he had prevailed on the King 
to lend out Monagee his general, at the head of three 
thoufand horfe, and two thoufand fepoys, to join us, 
which was compkated in ten days. 

Some of our (hips at this time being arrived on 
the coaft from England with recruits, a detachment 
hundred and feventy men, and fome le- 
poys were ordered to march, and reinforce us, 
under the command of lieutenant Repington, who 
joined us on the 3d of Auguft, and on the 5th 
we fet out for Trichinopoly in company with the 
King's horfe, commanded by Monagee. The 
enemy at this time alfo received a reinforcement, 
and were in battalion fuperior ; however, as Tri- 
chinopoly was ill iupplied and diftrefled, we were 
obliged to march. On the 7th we arrived at Dola* 
ways Choultry, about ten miles eaft of the town. 
A heavy rain falling kept us there the next day *. but 
the ninth, in the morning, we began our march, 
with a convoy of fome thoufands of bullocks, laden 
with provifions. By the fignals made from the Ob* 
fervatory, on the top of the rock of Trichinopoly. 
we were given to underftand that the enemy lcernd 
determined to oppofc us ; and by the lame fignals we 
were enabled to judge of their difpofition, which we 
foon d 1 (covered more plainly as we advanced. They 
had extended themfelves from the French Rock to 
the Golden Rock *, at each of which fome of their 
infantry was polled. At the Sugar Loaf, as be* 
6 tween 
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r.vcen both, and readied to oppofe ns, if we at-. I.75?" 
tempted to pafs, was their* battalion, with the artil- 
Fry planted to advantage. All the cavalry was be- 
tween thefc rocks, and in different parties, forming 
a chain, and waiting our motions. In confluence 
of this difpofition of the enemy, I ordered our march. 

Our provifions and baggage on the left flank with 
the Nabob, Monagee, and the Tanj ore troops. Half 
our lepoys in front, and after them, a party of Eu- 
ropeans, and an advanced guard to the fird divifion 
of artillery. After them followed the battalion, and 
in their rear my fecond divifion of guns, lupported 
by a picquet ; the other half of our lepoys brought 
up the rear of the whole. 

As my intention was to avoid an engagement, if 
poflible, having fo large a convoy under my oftre* 
j directed the march fo as to' be out of the reach of 
their guns, intending to go round by the Golden 
Rock. This put their whole body in motion ; they 
detached a party of their battalion to reinforce that 
pod, where they had a great many fepoys, their main 
body alfo made a motion to lupport them, and 
attack us as we came round. Finding it impoflible 
to avoid an adion, I refolved to prevent that party’s 
reinforcing the other on the rock ; and flnee we were 
obliged to engage, I refolved to difpoflefs the ene- 
my, as the gaining of that pod would give me an 
advantage. I therefore ordered the grenadiers, the 
picquet, and our advanced fepoys to pufli for it; 
their party did the fame to fupport it, but not with 
the lame vigour of fpirit, for we out- marched them, 
and drove off the party which were in pofllflion. 

On this, their advanced party halted, and prefcntly 
after the whole body, which had moved but a little 
way from the Sugar I .oaf Rock to lupport them. 

When our whole force had reached the Golden 
F Rock, 



66 NARRATIVE of the WAR 

1753. Rock* I ordered our baggage in the rear of it, un- 
v— ' willing to expofe them to the cannonade, and our 
cavalry to ftay by, and fecure it ; being determined 
to attack the enemy, and if poftible, to drive them 
out of the field, for without it wc could not finifh 
our march. As I have faid before, the firft parry 
of the enemy had halted between the two rocks, but 
imprudently, nearer to us a good deal than to their 
own body. So favourable an opportunity was not 
to be loft. The picquet, grenadiers, and tour pla- 
toons were immediately order to attack them, and 
according to their fuccefs, I was ready to move with 
the remainder, either to fupport, if repulfed, or to 
join, and pufli the advantage to their main body, by 
driving on them their beaten party. Our artillery 
was pofted clear of the flanks of the party, as they 
inarched, to keep the cavalry at a diftancc. The 
officer who was ordered for the attack, inftead of 
following my orders, lent me word, he could net 
execute them without cannon, and that he was halt- 
ed, waiting for it The leaft delay was fufficient 
for the enemy to fee their blunder, and in confe- 
quence to repair it, by moving up to their party, 
which would oblige me to do the fame ; and by this 
means, the affair might become more equal, and in- 
deed with more advantage on their fide, as they 
were fuperior. On this meffage I left the main bo- 
dy, and galloped to the head of the party, and there 
ordered him back to the poft 1 had left, defiring him 
to leave this with me. Captain Kirk, at the head 
of the grenadiers, captain Kilpatrick with the pic- 
quet, and mylelf at the head of four platoons, 
marched on, the line keeping in admirable order, in j 
fpite of a very fmart fire from the enemy’s artillery, 
which coft us fome men, and in particular captain 
Kirk, who was killed at the head of his favourite 
grenadiers. The brave fellows, by whom he was j 
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much beloved, could not fee his death without fome 1 753. 
emotion. Captain Kilpatrick, who faw him fall, 
and his men at a Hand, immediately put himfelf at 
their head, and defired them, if they loved their 
captain, to follow him, and revenge his death. Thefe 
things on the fpot have generally a very great ef- 
fett, when delivered from a perfon, whofc (pint and 
courage is known : the fellows, roufed in an inftant, 
fwore after their manner, they would follow him to 
... . and in that difpofition attacked the ene- 

my, who were unable to ftand the fhock. The 
main body feeing our fuccefs, (according to the di- 
rections I had left; marched to fupport us, and pur- 
fued the blow. The enemy at laft moved to the af- 
liftancc of their party ; but too late. The brilknefs 
of the attack gave no time for rallying, but on the 
contrary, the pannick fpreading through the whole, 
the battalion did not even ftay to give or receive a 
fire, but ran off in great confufion, round the Gol- 
den Rock, and away to the Five Rocks. To in- 
creafe their diftrefs, our rear divifion of guns which 
we had left at that poll, with molt of our lepoys, and 
cavalry, to fecure our baggage and provifions, can- 
nonaded them feverely in their retreat •, and had the 
Tanjore horfe done their duty, few could have 
efcaped. The Tanjore chief alledged that he was 
afraid to leave the convoy, expoled to their large bo- 
dy of cavalry, which remained in good order; and 
conftantly near us v but this was but a bad exculc, 
for orders had been fent him, on the enemy’s retreat 
to purfue, and we Were marching back to fecure the 
convoy. The enemy, who were encamped almoft 
in the order in which they drew up to oppofe my 
march, ftruck their tents at the beginning of the 
attack, and left us little elfe on the field of battle 
befides their killed and wounded, with three pieces 
of cannon. We had not more than forty men killed 
and wounded; the enemy above an hundred. 

F 2 I CANNOT 
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I cannot help mentioning one particular circum- 
fiance in this affair, to fhew the extraordinary beha- 
viour of the French ; the boys with my palankeen 
had ffraggled a little out of the line of march, and 
were picked up by the Marattas. It was the fame 
in which 1 had lent back the body of Morarow’s ne- 
phew: I therefore defired the Maraita chief to return 
it, and 1 would pay the price to the horfemcn who 
had taken it •, but the French had got it out of their 
hands, and would not fuffer them to fend it back, 
but carried it to Pondicherry, where, by Mr. Du- 
pleix’s order, it was carried about the town in 
triumph. At the fame time it was reported that I 
was killed, and that wc had loft the vidory, of 
which tj>c palankeen was a trophy. 

The enemy retreated to Alletore, very near the 
head of the ifland. The two next days were em- 
ployed in putting provifions into the fort j when that 
was done, wc marched and encamped at the Five 
Rocks, which was in their rear ; upon which they 
retreated to Moutehillenour, and in fo great a hur- 
ry, that they left behind them a uine pounder, and 
tome ammunition. Elmiferam furrendered the nth 
to Monagce. The ftrength of the ground they oc- 
cupied, made it impoflible for us to attack them; 
befidcs, they received in the mean time a reinforce- 
ment of Europeans from Pondicherry •, and Mora- 
row returned to them with all the reft of his cavalry. 
We then marched to cover our convoys from Tan- 
jore, which their fuperior numbers of cavalry made 
it difficult to bring in. Several of our parties were 
attacked; in particular one on the 28th, by a 
large body of Marattas, and MaifTore horfe. 
They came fo near the picquet, which was fent to 
the fupport of the convoy, that the lbiditrs in the 
front rank wounded fome of the horfe with their 

bayonets, 
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bayonets, and yet, by not parting with their fire, 1 753- 
brought in tlie convoy fafe. 

A number of our men falling fick, by the bad- 
nefs of the water, we moved our camp to the 
French Rock the ill of September. The enemy 
made a motion allb upon tins, and encamped with 
the Sugar Loaf on their right, and the Golden Rock 
on their left. We were joined in this camp by ano- 
ther reinforcement from Fort St. George, command- 
ed by captain Ridge, with fome men and officers from 
Europe, about one hundred and fifty Europeans, and 
three hundred fepoys. This gave us great fpirits, and 
determined us to attack the enemy. Our necellities in- 
deed obliged Cjs to it. Wc had a fcarcity of every thing 
in camp, not above three days provifions, and no con- 
voys could come without the rifque of an engagement. 

1 thought it more advifeable, therefore, by attacking 
them, to engage while 1 could be mailer of my own 
difpofition. ] laving refrelhed the troops with two 
or three days reft, we moved nearer the enemy; and 
in order that they might imagine the motion was 
made only to try if they would decamp on my ap- 
proach, I fent to Trichinopoly for an 18 pognder, 
and with it cannonaded their camp, as if we meant no 
more than to make them uneafy. 

The following was the enemy’s difpofition, and 
my order of attack for the next morning. As I 
have laid before, they were encamped with the Sugar 
Loaf Rock on their right, having thrown up in- 
trenchments in their front and rear, but none on the 
left, where were polled the Maifloreans and Marattas, 
extending -almoft to the Golden Rock, on which they 
had a party of one thoufand five hundred fepoys, one 
hundred Europeans, and twoguns. Our battalion 6f 
hx hundred rank and file was ordered into three divi- 
sions *, to march in the rear of each other, juft at a 
F 3 prop* 
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proper diftance to form the line when neceflary, 
Our fepoys followed in the rear, to the right and left 
of the divifions, and the Nabob and Monagee with 
the cavalry brought up the whole, our cannon being 
divided on our flanks. 

September 2tft, at four in the morning, we 
marched direffcly forward to the Golden Kock. Our 
front divifion, which was, according to cuflom, com- 
pofed of the grenadiers, picquet, and two platoons, 
were ordered to attack it brifkly. The enemy were 
fo much furprized, that they even forgot to fire their 
two pieces of cannon, which were loaded with 
grape ; and iheir infantry, fo great was their pan* 
nick, fired without any order, little to our preju- 
dice. We got pofleflion of the rock in an inftant. 
No time was loft to increafe the confufion thefe run- 
aways muft create. After difmounting the two 
pieces of cannon, and our front divifion again be- 
ing formed, we marched on in the fame order for the 
French battalion. As I wilhed and expected, the 
beaten party carried their confufion to the black 
troops in camp, who in crouds ran for fafety towards 
the French, and increafed their diforder. The enemy 
foon perceived by the runaways where they might 
expeft pur attack, and in confequence alfo found out 
thattbeif intrenchments were of no ufe, whichobliged 
them to form pppofite to where we were marching. 
In this fituation we pafied the Black camp eafily,and 
were with the French in lefs than half an hour. The 
day then began to dawn : Their cannon fired very 
brifkly, as we approached *, but, I fuppofe, in the 
hurry, they forgot to point them, fo little damage 
did we receive. We found them drawn up rather on 
our fight, and ftiJl inclining that way, with an in- 
tention, I fuppofed, to fall on the flanks of our di- 
vifions. As a large body of their fepoys were ported 
pn their left, I lent orders to purs on the right in my 

rear, I 
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rear, to move upequal with the right of my firft divi- t 
(ion to oppofe theirs, and fecure that flank. We 
formed our l ; ne as we marched, and attacked as we 
formed. Our right foon drove their left, and our 
center and rear divifions, the right and center of 
their line. Another body of their fepoys, in poflef- 
fion of the Sugar Loaf Rock, were routed by our di- 
viflon of fepoys, on the left of my laft divifion. In 
fliort the affair was foon decided every where : they 
attempted to rally, and make a ftand again, near 
a little breaft work, but were quickly obliged to 
abandon it, leaving behind them their camp land- 
ing, all their artillery, (eleven pieces of cannon, with 
their commander Mr. Aftruc) and nine officers 
prifoners, and about one hundred men killed and 
wounded on the field of battle, and almoft as many 
prifoners. In this a&ion we had feventy men and 
iix officers killed and wounded. I received a flight 
wound in my arm, and captain Kilpatrick a (hot 
through his body ; concluding it muft be mortal, 
he would not permit any of his people to flay by 
him, but fent them on to join their company in the 
purfuit of the enemy. Some ftragling Maratta 
horfe came up in the mean time, and according to 
cuftom, cut him with their fabres as they paffed, 
which would have been repeated by others, but the 
furgeon by accident feeing him in that danger, ftaid 
and protected him, till the fuccefs of the day cleared 
the field of the enemy. The garrifon made a fally, 
and picked up feveral prifoners, who were making 
their efcape over the river to the ifland, where they 
at laft collected their fcattered army, leaving us mat- 
ters of the plain, and an open communication. The 
Nabob’s cavalry were few; but had our Tanjore 
horfe behaved as they ought, we muft have deftroy* 
ed many more of the French battalion. Nor had 
they now any excufe as formerly, the enemy’s horfe 
having kept their diftance on our firft attack in the 
F 4 morning-. 
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*753' rooming > but the Tanjoreans were too bufy in plun- 
dering the camp to think of a purfuic. We had not 
fufficient force to follow the blow on the ifland, but 
were obliged to reft contented with our fuccefs, and 
endeavour to perfuade the King of Tanjore and T on- 
deman, to make ufe of this favourable opportunity 
to throw in provifions. 

The enemy had left a party at Weyaconda, which 
wc were obliged to attack, and batter in breach. 
The breach was fcarce pradtic.ible, when our fepoys 
perceiving the enemy ftealing off by another gate, 
clambered up as well as they could, and cut the 
garrifon to pieces ; it confifted of two hundred Black 
infantry. Upon this we marched and encamped at 
the French Rock, and difpatched an officer to the 
King of Tanjore, to haften the important article of 
provifions, who fucceeded in part, and we got Itorcs 
for three months into the place. 

The monfoon fcafun coming on, it was high time 
to think of cantoning our troops. The Nabob and 
I therefore fixed upon Koiladdy, about fifteen miles 
eaft of Trichinopoly, as it commands the pafs on 
the ifland. Wc fhould have remained nearer Trichino- 
poly, or perhaps in the town itfelf, but that would 
have occafioned a very great confix mption of provi- 
fions. T herefore after leaving a fufficient garnfon 
in Trichinopoly and the fort of Elmiferam, we 
marched for Koiladdy, and provided againft the fe- 
vere rains which generally fall about this feafon of 
the year. In our cantonments we were very fickly : 
wc loft fix officers in as many weeks, and a great 
many foldiers. The Nabob continued with us, but 
Monagce and the Tanjore troops returned home. 
Being pretty well acquainted with the nature of the 
people, notwithflanding their promifes, of coming 
back j 1 wrote to the prcfidency, to fend Mr. Falk, 
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who had before fo well managed for us, to keep 1753 . 
that court firm incur intereft, I was the more foilici- 
tous becaule 1 knew the King’s prime minifter was 
our enemy, and conftantlv endeavouring to keep his 
mafter neuter or rather a feeming friend to both, and 
if at any time we were unfuccefsful, Snccogee was 
fure to be in the intereft of the enemy. Nanderauze 
lent an Ambaffador to the king of Tanjore making 
large promifes if he would leave us, and threatening 
on the contrary, if he did not, that the Marattas 
ihould ravage and lay wafte his country, and punifti 
him with fire and fword, and that the Nabob gover- 
nor, meaning Dupleix, fhould alfo bring down Sa- 
labatzing againft us. Succogee the minifter had been 
brought over to the French caufe by a large bribe, 
and by his intrigues removed Monagee from his 
mailer’s favour. 

The enemy remained feemingly very quiet on the 
ifland, and had received fome reinforcements from 
Pondicherry, but none came to us from Madrafs, to 
put us on an equality. Mr. Dupleix generally obliged 
the inhabitants of Pondicherry to mount guard and 
do the duty of the garrifon, but we could not in like 
manner truft: Fort St. George without regular troops. 

On the 28th in the morning, our out-guards re- 
ported that in the night they had heard a great fir-, 
ing towards Trichinopoly* We remained in fuf- 
pence till the evening, when the following account 
came from captain Kilpatrick, who fucceeded cap- 
tain Dalton in that command. 

The enemy’s whole army under Mr. Maiflln 
crofted the river the 27th at night. Their forces 
were diftributed agreeable to the different falfe at- 
tacks they were to make. The real one was to be 
made by the French battalion, on that battery, which 
is in the center of the Weft: face \ and as I obferved 

before 
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1 753* ^ orc was called Dalton's battery.: TThcy had eight 
hundred men, (lx hundred were to efcalade, and Mr. 
Maiflin with two hundred more and a body of fe- 
poys to wait the event, prepared to fccond, and join 
the firfl party, when they had got over the wall. At 
three in the morning they parted the ditch which 
was almoft dry. They placed their ladders, and 
mounted to the number of fix hundred on the bat- 
tery, without interruption, or the lead alarm in the 
garrifon. The guard appointed for the battery was 
of fifty fepoys, with their officers and two European 
gunners. The rounds had gone at twelve o'clock, and 
found them prefent, and alert. However, when the 
French came they were moftly abfent, or with the 
two European gunners afleep. By this time, two or 
three (hot were fired, which alarmed our picquet. 
The French, perfuaded that firing alone would 
frighten the garrifon, turned two of our twelve- 
pounders on the battery, againft the town, and dif- 
chargedthem with a volly of fmall arms, their drums 
beating, and the foldiers crying out, Five It Key. 

Captain Kilpatrick was then ill of his wounds. 
The next officer in command came to him for his 
orders. He bid him march inftantly wifh the pic- 
quet, referve, and what fepoys were not ported, to 
the place where the attack was made, and to order 
every man alfo to their refpedtive Alarm Ports, and 
not to ftir from them on pain of death. The French 
after their difeharge, came down from the battery 
and were between the two walls. There was a flight 
gate in the inner wall, which led into the town. The 
man who was their guide knew where it was, they 
had two petards ready to clap to it, and at the fame 
time to amufe us, another party was to efcalade the 
inner wall. The fcheme was well laid, and had not 
the French petulance, made them too foon difeover 
themfelves, they perhaps might have had time to 
* execute 
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execute their (Jefigns, and have entered the town, ijttf. 
When our officer came to the place attacked, it was 
not eafy for him to difeover the fituation of the ene- 
my : but however in the hurry and confufion, he 
did not forget the gate, on the flanks of which he 
ported a number of men, with plenty of ammuni- 
tion, to fire from thence incefiantly, whether they 
heard or faw any thing of the enemy or not. And 
luckily he did, for the guide and petardier were 
found killed within ten yards of the gate. The ef- 
calad rs had fo far fucceeded in their defign as to 
have fixvd ladders againft the inner wall, and began 
to mount. The commanding officer of this party, 
preceeded by his drummer were the firft perfons who 
attempted.to enter, in which the latter loft his life, 
and the officer receiving a (hot and cut at the fame 
time, was pulled within the town. The frequent 
flafhe 9 of fire, occafioned by the briflent fs of the at- 
tack and defence, were the only guide our artillery 
officer had to dire& the pointing of his guns ; with 
which he fo well fucccedcd, having loaded them with 
grape, as to (hatter the ladders, kill a number of 
men, and entirely dilappoint their well concerted 
fcheme. 1 hey now only thought of making their 
efcape, or fereening themfclves from our fire. 1 his 
firft was imprafticablc, their ladders being moftly 
deftroyed, and they within the firft wall : yet fome 
attempted leaping off the battery, into the ditch, 
but the greater number lay hid under the parapet. 

The long wilhed for day at laft came and difeovered 
where the enemy were, who made ufe alfo of the 
light to beg for quarter, which was granted them. 

They loft in that affair * three hundred and fixty- 

• It may ferve as a fpecimen of Mr. Dupleix's manner of rdat~ 
ing thefc aff irs» both in his Mcmoire and the little Hiftory which 
he caufed to be publilhed in the year 1757, to cite the following 
Words from the Mcmoire, where fpcakir.g of this lofsof fo laige 
a party of Europeans, he fays, II fallut done le rctixer et mem* 
avec ferte . 

four 
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j 753. four Europeans taken prifoners, fixtjr-live of which 
were wounded. Eight officers alfo prifoners, and 
molt of them wounded, befides forty private, and 
one officer killed, and they acknowledged themfelves 
that many more were wounded, or lamed, who were 
carried off to the illand. We found two petards, one 
as I faid before, with the petardier within ten yards 
of the gate, the other at a little diflance from it. 

I gave orders for marching the next day, but 
firft lent a reinforcement to captain Kilpatrick, as 
the number of his prifoners was much greater than 
his L uropean garrilon, and the enemy threatened the 

f lace vvith another general aflault. We arrived at the 
rench Rock without oppofition, the enemy keep- 
ing clofe to the illand. 

The King of Tanjore after a great many difficul- 
ties, fent out fome of his troops to 1 ricatapolly ; 
eighteen miles fromTrichinopoly, and made no fmall 
merit of what he had done, for the Nabob. But 
the truth was, he had certain intelligence, that the 
enemy were forming a party of Marattas, to enter 
his country, and he therefore prepared to oppofe 
them, buccogee had fo effectually irrirated the King 
againft Monagee, that the command of the troops 
was given to Gauderow, an officer of no fkill or 
judgment, but a creature of Succogee’s, and uncle 
to the King. We defired that Monagee might be 
fent, well knowing his meric as a foldier, and his 
flrong attachments to the common caufe, which he 
always thought his matter's intereff. On our writing 
prdlingly lor him, Succogee reprefented to the 
King, that Monagee was too much in our intereft 
not to be ftifpeCted, and that it was poffiblc, with 
our afiiftance, he might endeavour to make himfelf 
too powerful. Being acquainted with this, 1 was 
obliged to defift even from mentioning Monagee’s 

name. 
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name, or the confluence might have been fatal to } 
him. Not to drive things therefore to extremities, I 
wrote to the King that he might fend whom he 
pleated to command his troops, I was fatisfied." ' 

Thus ended the year 175^, in which had we 
been able to purfue our fortune, our advantages 
would have been real : but inftead of it our fuccefles 
were only a refpite, and we foon had the fame to go 
over again, having, however, the confolation to 
think we had done all we could againft fogreatafu- 
periority. A fuperiority indeed which I am often 
alhamed to mention, for fear my veracity Ihould be 
called in queftion. 

Mr. De Bussy with his army was ftill attending 
and fupporting Salabatzing to the northward. Shaw 
Abadin Cawn, the fon of Gauzedy Cawn, who had 
been appointed by the Mogul prince of the Dec- 
lean, had too much employment on his hands, as 
chief Bucfhee of the empire, to think at that time of 
making good his pretenlions. 


The latter end of this year the Mogul Shaw Ha- 
met was depofed, anti fucceeded by Allum Geer. 
This change was occafioned by the following event. 
The Mogul lent Shaw Abadin Cawn, the Bucfhee, 
at the head of ninety thoufand horle, to fupprefs an 
irruption of the Rafhpoots, who are reckoned the 
bell foldiers in Indoftan. In this expedition he fuc* 
ceeded, but on his return to Delly, an uncle of his 
taking the advantage of his abfence, perfuaded the 
Mogul that he had always been his enemy, and in- 
tended making ufe of his army to dethrone him. 
The Mogul was the eafler perfuaded, as the Buc- 
fhee had obtained the pofl he enjoyed, more through 
power than favour, and had ever {poke freely of the 
Mogul’s diffolute way of life, which was generally 

fpenc 
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17$4- ^ )cnt * n debauchery. It was therefore agreed, that 
Shaw Abadin Cawn (hould be put to death, but as 
they rightly judged it could nor be done openly, the 
following icheme was laid for the execution of their 
defign. * 

The Mogul went out of Delly, at the head of 
twenty- five thoufand horfe, in order as he faid to do 
honour to Shaw Abadin Cawn, and reward him for 
his fervice*. At their meeting, the blow was to have 
been ftruck. The Buchlhee having intelligence of all 
that paffed, came readily to meet the Mogul, but 
brought with him thirty thoufand Marattas *, who in 
cafe of any attempt were to protedl him. The Mo- 
gul’s party hearing that fuch precautions were taken, 
not knowing what might be the confequencc, and 
afraid to offend a man fo powerfully fupported, dil- 
banded and returned to Delly, leaving their fove- 
reign almofl: without attendants : who therefore im- 
mediately followed his troops. Whether Shaw Aba- 
din Cawn thought this a favourable opportunity to 
dethrone a man who was a fcandal to the dignity of 
the throne , or whether it was the refult of a preme- 
ditated defign, he followed the Mogul, entered Del- 
ly, and went immediately to the palace, where after 
making his obeifance, and fitting down a little while 
at the Durbar with the Mogul, he ordered his peo- 
ple to feize on and imprifon him ; he then affembled 
the Omrahs, placed on the throne, Allum Geer a 
near relation to the late Mogul. The depofed Prince, 
according to the cruel policy of their government 
was immediately deprived of his fight. 

The Marattas, as they had threatened, flipped by 
Gauderow, who was encamped on the frontiers, en- 
tered the Tanjore country, and began according to 
cuftom to plunder and burn the villages, cut the 
grain, and drive off the cattle. The King preffed 
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by neceflity, found at laft, that no body but Mona- r * - , 
gee, could put a (lop to the mifchief. He applied Jyyi 
alio to me, but the violent rains had fo (welled the 
rivers between us, and the roads were fo bad that it 
was impoflible for us tomovc. Monagee came out 
of Tanjore, with what*troop$ he could raife, and 
Gauderow had orders to join him, and give up the 
command. Monagee came up with the Marattas on 
the 4th of January, drew them into an ambufeade, 
took from them eight hundred horfe, and made a 
great many prifoners, and cut to pieces the remain- 
der of the party. I flatter myfelf luch a piece of fer- 
vice, might reinftate our friend Monagee, and reftore 
him to favour, and that after fo much fuccefs, per- 
haps he would join me, but I was greatly miftaken. 

On his return to Tanjore, he was very graciou fly re- 
ceived, but told at the fame time, that the enemy be- 
ing now fubdued, there was no fuither occafion for 
his fei vice; and confeouently the troops were dif- 
bauded. All this was tne efleft of Succogce's envy, 
which increafed in proportion with the other's merit* 

He periuaded the King, that keeping up troops was 
too heavy an expence ; that the Englifh would do the 
reft, that it was our bufinefs to fight and not his, who 
had juil gained a glorious viftory, with which he 
might (it down in lafety and content. 

During this time the two governors, Mr. Saun- 
ders and JDupleix were endeavouring to negotiate. 

After many altercations, and a tedious corrcfpon- 
dence, it was agreed on between them to fend com- 
miflaries from each nation, and hold a congrefs at 
Sadras, a Dutch fettlement between Madrafs and 
Pondicherry, at which place matters might more ea* 
fily be adjufted. Accordingly commifiaries were ap- 
pointed. Thofe on our fide were Mr. Palk and Mr. 
Vanfittart; on theirs the father L’Avaur, fuperior 
general of the Jefuits in India, and Meflieurs De 
a Kerjean 
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J 754- ^erjean D c Bauflet, who aflemblcd at Sadrafs in Ja- 
nuary. 

We propofed for the bafis of the treaty, the Na- 
bob being acknowledged, <|pd the King of Tanjore 
to remain in peaceable pofleflion of his country, t'ue 
their propofals in anlwer to oufs were as follows : 

* lft, The reftitution of the French Prifoners. 

idly, That Madrafs, which ufed to pay to the 
Duan of Arcot, four thoufand pagodas yearly, 
fliould be independent, and all our arrears forgiven. 

3 dly, That the company fliould be lawfully en- 
titled to Ponamally and all its dependencies. 

4 thly, That the Nabob fliould have fome efla- 
blifhment elfewhere, if the preliminaries were receiv- 
ed, and that his differences with the Maifforeans, with 
regard to Trichinopoly, fliould be reconciled. 

5 thly, That the Englifli fhould evacuate all the 
places taken from the French, to whom they be- 
longed, whether by grant or conqueft, as well as all 
the places in the Carnatick, without oppofing the 
difpofition and arrangement of Salabatzing, who had 
an undoubted right, and who had aflbciated the Mar- 
quis Dupleix in the government of the Deckan. 
Such were Mr. Dupleix’s propofals. 

It has been before faid, that Mr. Dupleix would 
willingly make the world believe he had received 
grants from the Mogul, and Salabatzing appointing 
him governor from the river Kriftna to Cape Como- 
rin, and as fuch he was proclaimed in the ufual 
form. In confequencc of this pretended authority, 
thefe articles were made. But an unlucky miftake 
6 proved 
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proved it all to be a forgery. The French commif- 1754, 
furies came equipped with what they called Des v 
pieces authentiques from the Mogul, unci other of- 
ficers under him, commuting and appointing Mr. 

Dupleix governor general from the river Kriilna to 
the lea, and the French commiflaries agreed (le 1 our 
gentlemen fhould doubt it) that they fhould examine, 
and take copies of thefe grants. 

A Persian interpreter was fentfor, from whom 
they learned, that the feven firft faneds or grants 
were only copies, though produced as originals: to 
which the French commilfaries anfwered, that Mr. 

Dupleix kept the originals at Pondichc rry, and if re- 
quired, they. fhould le lent for; but tlun thefe pa- 
pei s, actcfted by a Cady *, were of equal validity. 

This caufed fome difpute but our gentlemen dropt 
it; and on further examination, it appeared to Mr. 

Vanfiturt (who underftood enough of the Ferfian 
language) to be a falfe feal fixed to the lined, called 
the Mogul’s, the firft having no datef. On th.it 
the French immediately objected to our proceed ng 
any further ; for unlefs wc could produce Nazirz- 
ii.g’s laneds to the Nabob, they could not admit of 
theirs being copied. We told them, that Nazirzing 
fu ppor ting him. war, a fufficient failed in his favour. 

'1 hat it was their firft piopolak as well as Mr. 1. 11 - 
pleix’s, all along to Mr. Saunders, to begin with an 
examination of their own faneds, and wc could not 
help being furprized at their declining it, after fome 
copies had been taken. That pieces of lb puhlick 
a nature, we apprehended, might be expofed to all 
the world. But we could not help remarking, that 
the Grit of thofe faneds was without date ; and the 
only original they produced, et le plus authentique, 

# Cady, a perfon who adminifters juilice, and by whom copies 
^ all public papers are atrefted. 

| Mr. Dupleix is filent on this fuhjett in hib Mcmoire. 

G 
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1754. as it is termed, was a manifeft forgery ; for it had 
no i chop of the Mogul or his Vizier*, it had no 
fign manual, and from other manifeft tokens, it 
was evident that it had been borrowed fiom fome 
old faned r efpecially ns the number 3 is annexed to 
it, which was the third year ot the reign of the lalt 
Mogul. 

I have dwelt fo long on this affair, only to give* 
an idea of what fhuffling conduct Mr. Dupleix was 
capable, in order to carry a point, and (hew a real 
caufc why the congrels came to nothing. The com- 
miffaries were recalled on each fide, and the war as 
likely to continue as ever. 

We remain* d near Tt ichinopoly, and the enemy 
on the ifland, but they were well fituated, having a 
large body of cavalry, and the river fordable every 
■where to incommode us very much. All the country 
round, after being the feat of war for fo many years 
was ruined *, our provifions coming moftly from Tan- 
jore, we were obliged to fend large parties to efcort 
them, for the merchants with grain would not come 
within eighteen miles of us without a party to protect 
them. We were obliged alfo to fend five or fix 
miles for firewood, while the enemy's cavalry were 
continually in motion on every fide. At that tithe 
we had troops enough on the coaft, which might 
have joined us, with whole affiftance we fhouldhavc 
been able, at leaft, to have protected our convoy* 
with lefs fatigue and rilqtie, as the event too fatally 
Ihewed. 

In the month of February we fent a party for 
provifions and (lores, and for fear the. enemy niighc 

X A (mailer fed on which is engraved the name of the 
Every grant is therefore authenticated, not only with this fcal of 
the Mogul, but alio that of his Viziers. 


at 
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at laft be tempted to attack them, I made it ftrong- 1754* 
er than any 1 before had fent. It confided of two 
captains, fix offerers, and one hundred and eighty 
men rank and file, four pieces of cannon, and 
eight hundred fepoys. The commanding officer had 
orders, if he faw or heard any of the enemy com ng 
to attack him, to take pod immediately and defend 
himfelf, till we could come to his affiftance. They 
were attacked on their march from Killycottah, and 
within a mile of that place. These was a village be- 
fore them called Coutapara, a little below Elmileram. 

The men who were at that pod, on the attack, fe- 
cured the village for our people with fomc fepoys •, 
and had they been in a body, and pufhed for it, 
agreeable to their orders, the enemy could not have 
hurt them. It will be needlefs to enter on the parti- 
culars of this affair, as one can hardly do it with- 
out blaming, at lead pitying the commanding of- 
ficer, who is fincedead, and who certainly, from his 
mifeondutt, lod his party ■, and what dill added to 
the misfortune, our brave company of grenadiers, 
who had ever behaved well, and fuccefsful y, were 
amongd them. They were either taken, or cut to 
pieces, and both their officers killed. In this un- 
happy affair, one hundred and thirty four men were 
prifoners, one hundred of which were wounded. Of 
the eight officers four were killed, and three wound- 
ed, one only efcaping ; our four pieces of cannon, 
and about feven thoufand pounds in money, with a 
large convoy of provifions fell into the hands of the 
enemy. The party was attacked by one hundred 
and twenty French infantry, two companies of de- 
ferters about the lame number, the French troop of 
about eighty, fix thoufand fepoys, all the Maiffore 
cavalry, and the Maratcas, who came in at the lat- 
ter end of the Iray, in all about ten thouland, and 
feven pieces of cannon. 

G a We 
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, 754* Wp. began our march to their relief, but too late, 
v^^as they had not followed the propoftd difpolition, 
and particularly had not taken poll agreeable to their 
orders, but endeavoured to march on, covciing their 
convoys with their force ft) divided and fepaiated, 
that they were not able to fupport each other, fo that 
the cavalry, who law their confufion, had an tafy 
conqueft, and not much more than the hufinefs of a 
minute to cut dvm to pieces, which was the fare of 
every man, except thole whom the French troops 
faved, and even of thefe time were few who did not 
bear marks of their defeat. This was a molt heavy 
ftroke upon our little handful of men, above a 
third, and l cannot help repeating it, our belt troops, 
for fo with re a Id n I reckoned our grerud ers, who 
had always behaved fo well on every occafion where 
bravery and rcfoltuion wuc to be fhewn. 

Soon after this misfortune we received intelligence, 
that one of the Nabob’s bi others, Mauphus Cawn, 
was in the Arcot province, and marching to our af- 
fiftance with two thou'and hoife, which determined 
me to ti y every mu hod to maintain my ground fome 
time longer and to leave a party of one hundred and 
eighty men. which w as at Uavccotdi, to ftrengthen 
Mauphus Cawn, who wanted fome Europeans to 
efcort him to camp. We therefore opened our com- 
munication with 1 ondunan’s country for provifior.s, 
as no merchant could be perfuaded to venture the 
other way w.th grain from Tanjore. The enemy < cn- 
tinued on the id nd, not yet rhufing to encamp on 
the plain ; befidis, they had fullered as well as we in 
the lalt allair. Their whole attention was taken up 
in fchemes to furpri/e our parties, but we id often 
changed our roads, and the time lor bringing in our 
provif.ons, that tiny never fuececdcd. We were 
greatly adiiled in this b'y a Moorman, who, for Ins 

dderved 
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rk’fervcd merit was made commander of our fe* 
r oys. 

Mahomed Isouf Cawn, commonly called the 
Nellourc Subadar, from the place whence he came, 
hid firft a company of lepoys jn our lei vice, which 
were railed by himlelf. He is an excellent partizan, 
knows the country well, is brave and refoliuc, but 
r>ol and wary in a&ion. He was never Ijparing of 
himlelf, but out upon ail parties, and by his good 
intelligence brought in piovifions to keep us tolerably 
well lupplied. I fe is born a foldicr, and better of 
his colour I never law in the country. 

Mr. Palk, who was now at Tanjorc, found af- 
fairs jult as I had leprelented them : Monagee a 
prilbner, the King difficult of accefs, and his minil- 
ter ftrong in the Mai fibre intercil, oppoling ail cur 
rr.cafures, and ever throwing in obllacles to prevent 
Mr. Palk’s feeing his mailer •, and when, alter ibme 
days, he was admitted to an audience, he found the 
King wavering and irrefolute, one hour feemingly 
convinced by his arguments, the next lillening to, 
and approving of buccogce, and upon the whole de- 
termining nothing, .^dd to all thele difficulties an- 
other, which as we did not fufpeft it, was the mod 
dangerous, -t was no lefs than the treachery of our 
linguiif, who of courfe was acquainted, and knew all 
our defigns and motions. This man being in treaty’ 
with Nanderauze, bifeovered to him all he knew of 
our affairs. It was a molt intricate piece of vil'any, 
and with no imall difficulty traced to the bottom, fo 
carefully had the fellow laid Ins fehemes. When the 
fatt was proved againlt him, he was blown away 
from the mouth of a cannon, the common punifh- 
inent of traitors. 
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1 754.. In this fituation did we remain till fome time in 
May, dill waiting for Mauphus Cawn, and in hopes 
that his coming would determine the Kingof Tanjore 
to return to our alliance ; but another accident helped 
to bring it about morecffe&ually On the 12th of May, 

I fent a paity out in the morning to take port on the 
plain, and wait for a convoy of proviiions from 
Tondeman's country. The party was commanded 
by a difereet and gallant officer, captain Caillaud, 
who with one hundred and twenty men, two guns, 
and five hundred iepoys, marched from camp about 
four o’clock in the morning. The Nelioure Suba- 
dar, who was in the front of his advanced party, on 
getting over a little riling ground, was furpriled by 
his horfe neighing, who was immediately anfweredby 
many others. When he got to the top of the bank, 
he difeovered a part of the enemy polled; the 
French troop in particular, who mounted on his ap- 
pearing, fid! difeharging their carbines, on hearing 
which captain Caillaud halted, formed his party, and 
rode up to his advanced guard. He met the Nelioure 1 
Subadar, who told him, the enemy were on the road, 
and had ported themfelves, as well as he could dil* 
tinguilh, in the fame place where it was intended to 
wait for the provifions. The enemy had a bank in 
their front, which formed a parapet, and it was 
-agreed to attack them, immediately on their flank, 
with the Europeans on one fide, and the fepoys on 
the other. They quickly drove the enemy, and ob- 
liged them to leave a tumbril of ammunition behind, 
and fome of their men. The port was immediately 
taken, and there the party waited agreeable to their 
orders. By this time it was broad day- light, when 
we difeovered the number of the enemy, which was 
much fuperior to our party, even in infantry, be- 
fides all the Maiffore cavalry. Captain Caillaud 
therefore employed a black fellow to flip through the 
<enemy that had furroimded him, and order the pro- 
vifions 



on the Coaft of COR&MANDEL. 87 

vifions to return. The enemy continued at a little 1754. 
di fiance from the poll, and contented themlelves 
with a cannonade. The moment the firing was heard 
in the camp, the little army being under arms, 
marched to fupport the party. The whole body of 
the enemy were feen likewife on the plain. Captain 
Polier commanded (1 being much indifpofed at the 
time, and fcarec able to moveoutof bed.) As our 
difiance was lefs than that of the enemy, we were 
ftrft joined. Captain Caillaud having reported what 
he had done with regard to the provifions, it was 
agreed to return to camp, and, if poffible, to avoid 
the enemy, then haftening to cut off our retreat. 

In the morning, one of the gun-carriages was 
rendered ufelefs, by the enemy’s cannonade. The 
fame accident alio happened to captain Polier, who 
not caring to leave the cannon behind, fpent fome 
little time in fixing them on fpare carriages, to bring 
them off*, this being done, they began to move, 
tiic fepoys divided in front and rear. The enemy 
had now alfo joined, and were marching down in 
very good order, and lb near, that it was impoffible 
to avoid an engagement. The French battalion, as 
our peopled marched by files, was on their right 
flank, the fepoys in our rear, and the cavalry ready 
to charge on the right, and in front. 

Our army marched on very quick to gain a more 
advantageous piece of ground a little way before 
them, which the moment they were in poffeffion of, 
the men were halted, and laced the french *, the fe- 
poys in the rear were drawn up fronting thofe of the 
enemy, to keep them off our right flank, fo that our 
little body was formed in half a fquare. The fepoys 
on the left, with one piece of cannon, had orders to 
keep off the cavalry. Our two remaining pieces (for 
we carried out but five in all), were in the front of 
G 4 the 
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the battalion oppofite the French. Never, I believe, 
vvi re two pieces better ierved : they were of the fhort 
fix pounders, that take in a larpe quantity of giapc, 
fo th it will n they weic neai enough, every fliot took 
pi we in the French battalion, 1 he enemy were fo 
im eh tial'.e by the brill .nils of this cannonade, that 
th y be Mn to give . ay, which we faw, in lpite of 
all t c ctlhrts of their office rs to keep them up. The 
lucky rnmuiewjs improved, by our men advancing 
and iving them a fire, which cornpleared what the 
cannon ha begun, and left us at liberty to finilh 
our retreat. V e fu fit red moilly from their fipoys, 
who, though they fired at a great difiance, annoyed 
us very much in wounding our men, and moft of 
our officers •, capr.dn i olier rcte vlcI two wounds, and 
was obliged to give up the command to the next of- 
ficer, captain Caillaud, wh*> began the match on 
the k* treat of the Fn nt h, and brought the party lv me 
with the two demounted pieces oi cannon. 

Our furccs, that day, wh$n joined, confided of 
twelve platoons in battalion three hundred and fixty 
men, one thousand five hundred lenoys*, and as to 
our cavalry, we had our troop of about eleven men, 
and a few of flic Nabob’s horfe: our artillery five 
pieces of ( annon, two of which were rm«Vrul un- 
ferviceable by the accidents before related. The 
French had five hundred Europeans their two com- 
panies of deferters, their troop of about fifty, near 
five thoufand lepoys, and all the Maiflbrc cavalry. 
About fix thoufand of the Murattas the day before 
luckily crofied the Colcroon, on fomc difputc be* 
tween them anti the Maifloreans. 

Our lofs in battalion was fix officers wounded out 
of nine, fifty nine private men killed and wounded, 
and about two hundred fcpo>s. The enemy’s lofs 
was much more confidcrable. 

I fX* 
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I expected the French would have encamped 17,-4. 
where we had fought, which, had they done, we 
niull have run the chance of another battle, either 
to have marched away towards Tanjore, or to have 
convoyed in provifions; but they luckily for us 
chole to return to the ifland, and our communica- 
tion being open, the provifions came in that night. 

I now dt : : mined to march towards Tanjore, and 
there wait for Mauphns Cawn 5 befides, I was in 
hopes my pn fence with an army might do fome- 
thrng in favour of Mr Falk’s negociations. i wrote 
to him, however, to apprize the King of my in- 
tentions, and to Ice how he took it. While I was 
waiting for his aniwer, an event happened which 
made our army as welcome as we could wifli. The 
enemy, the fecor.d night after our engagement, took 
all their Europeans, three thoufand fepoys, and two 
thou land horle, and marched away for Tonderfian’s 
country, with an intention to burn and deftroy every 
thing they could, to deter that Folygar from fend- 
ing any more provifions. 

The country people alarmed, drove all their 
cattle and valuable effects into the woods, where it 
was impoflible to follow them ; and this expedition 
oftheenerm’s ending in nothing, but burning a 
few empty villages, and taking a gun of ours in the 
woods, which the fepoys had to protect our convoys. 

After three days they returned, but vexed at their 
difappointment, and finding the King of Tanjore 
would not declare, they loft patience, and fell furi- 
oufiyupon the frontiers of his country, took Killy- 
cottah, a fort on the borders, and marched to Koi- 
laddy, which they alio took, and by that means 
made thcmfelvcs mafters of the bank on the ifland, 
which carries the water into the Tanjore country, and 
began to cut it in three or four places. 
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In thefe circumftances without waiting for Mr. 
Palk’s anfwer, for I knew the King would be glad 
to fee us in his country to defend it, we marched im- 
mediately to Tanjore, through Tondeman’s woods, 
dividing our force, and leaving half with captain 
Kilpatrick in Trichinopoly. I wrote alfo for the party 
from Davecotah to march, and meet us at Tanjore, 
fpr I found that MauphuS Cawn, for whom we 
waited, was not moved from Arcot. On my firft 
day’s march, as I expected, I had a letter from the 
Ring, begging me to come, and wifhing me joy on 
the late vidtory. Mr. Falk alfo wrote to me, that 
things were much altered in our favour fmee this 
expedition of the enemy’s, and that the King had 
ordered his horfe out under Guuderow. Mr. Pall; 
advifed him to fend his cavalry to meet us, that 
when joined, wc might foon drive the enemy out of 
his kingdom. Inftead of that, he ordered twelve 
hundred horfe to go to Tricatapolly, to punifli the 
enemy, as he faid. 

Morarow, who (till remembered the fhame of 
his defeat, fome months before, thought it now a 
good time to be revenged of the Tanjore troops, 
efpetially when Monagee was not at their head, lie 
therefore croffed the Cauvcry, and at day-break fell 
upon Gauderow’s party, who made as little refin- 
ance as furprifed troops commonly do: Gauderow 
and two hundred of his men only cfcaped, the reft 
were either killed, wounded, or taken prilbners. We 
arrived two days after this fray near Tanjore, t and 
there met the party from Davecotah, and five hun 
dred fepoys. The King came out of his fort to meet 
me, but I was fo ill, that I was obliged to fend cap- 
tain Cailiaud to make my apology. 

The next grand point wc had for Mr. Palk to en- 
deavour at, was the removal of Succogce from the 

King. 
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King, and Monagee to be reftored to favour and 1754. 
power. I he circumftances were favourable for us, 
and Mr. i J alk and captain Caillaud managed fo fuc* 
cefsfully, that they convinced the Tanjorcan, that 
to his minifter, and his bad counfels mult be attri- 
buted all his misfortunes*, and that, had he conti- 
nued fteady to the Nabob and the Engliflh, the war 
might have been happily finifhed, and the enemy 
could not have dared to enter and lay wafte his coun- 
try, nor the bank have been deftroyed. But Hill it 
was not too late •, every thing might be recovered if 
Succogcewas removed from his perion and councils, 
and Monagee reftored to his former rank, who had 
given lb many convincing proofs of his ftrong at- 
tachments xo his mailer’s intereft. The King was 
deeply concerned : he would fain employ both ; he 
was unwilling to part with his favourite; but when 
he was convinced that our friendfhip depended on it, 
Succogee was removed, and Monagee inverted with 
the foie and full management of his kingdom, and 
appointed once more commander in chief of his 
forces. New troops were raifed to make up for their 
late lofs, and every thing promifed well from fo lucky 
a change in our favour. 

At this time wc were acquainted from Madrafs, 
of the arrival of a detachment fent us from Bombay, 
by that prefidency, at the requeft of our governor 
and council ; and indeed 1 muft do governor Bour- 
chier the juft ice to fay, that he was always inclined 
to give us any afliftance in his power. Some fhips 
from Europe arrived alfo with recruits. 

Mauphus Cawn was then at Conjevcram, fixty 
miles weft of Madrafs, but he wanted money and 
fome Europeans to enable him to join us. My opi- 
nion was afked, what fhould be done in this affair. 

I gave it for advancing him the fum required, a lack 
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of roupees, and that a party of five hundred Euro- 
peans, confifting of the Bombay detachment, and the 
recruits lately arrived, fliould immediately march 
and take Mauphus Cawn under their efiort. All 
this was agreed to, and the party marched accord- 
ingly. 

Morarow, on fome difpute between him and the 
MaifToreans, had crofted the Coleroon before the 1 2th 
of May, as I have before obil-rved. He repafted it to 
perform that exploit againft the Tanjore troops 
and having Urucl: the fcvere blow aforementioned, 
he returned to the other fide of the Coleroon again, 
and continued at adiftance from the Mai fibre camp. 
He then propofed to the Nabob, that if the* payment 
of three lack of roupees could be fecurcd to him, he 
would return to his own country, and never more be 
an enemy to him, the E'nglifh, or the Tanjoreans. 
The Nabob having no money, applied to the King 
of Tanjore, and after a great many meetings, it was 
agreed to, and the articles drawn up and fignul. In 
the mean time, Morarow gave Nanderaqze to un- 
derftand, that he was in treaty with the Nabob, but 
that if he would pay him the money then due, he would 
return to his adiftance. Nandcrau/.e fent him all 
the money he could fp.ae ; and Morarow finding 
there was no chance for more from that quarter, 
agreeable to his treaty with the Nabob, marched off. 
Part of the money was paid by the King of Tanjore 
on his going, the reft to be paid on his arrival in his 
own country. 

Another detachment came from Davecotah, 
commanded by captain Zeigler, confiding of about 
eighty Europeans and Top a firs, and four hundred 
fepoys. As my health was much impaired, and 
therefore my continuing with the army very precari- 
ous, the governor and council,at my requeft, fent cap- 
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tain Kilpatrick a major’s commiflion, and confented 
to his fucceeding to the command, if I fliould be ob- 
liged to leave it. 1 was not a little chagrined to find 
the Tanjore troops lb long afiembling, being anxious 
to match. The enemy were now again encamped oil 
the plain, and had fo tlofily bei< t Trichinopoly, that 
our communication was quite cut off. At lad Mo- 
nagee let up his llandard, and joining us on the 25th, 
we marched. My intentions were to have proceeded 
dircdly to Trichinopoly •, but in a council of war 
next day, 1 found Monagee unwilling to proceed, 
till wc were joined by our other party, who were 
cfcorting Mauphus Cawn. With all the reafons I 
made u!e of, I could not convince him of the necef- 
fity of an immediate march. We were therefore ob- 
liged to waits but on thefe conditions only, that he 
Ihould in the interim colled a magazine of grain 
equal to the confumption in Trichinopoly, to enable 
us, on our arrival, to replace what had been fpent in 
our abfence. 

Maui'Ucs Cawn was then advanced as far as Fort 
St. David, where, contiary to his agreement, he 
wanted all his money before he palled theColeroon, 
and even laid that this would not be fufficierit to pay 
his troops, infilling on a further fum. Finding he 
trilled with us, 1 ordered captain Forbes not to wait 
for him, but to join me with his Bombay detach- 
ment, and our recruits, as expeditioufly as pofiible, 
which he completed on the 14th. The 15th I re- 
viewed the army, which confided of about twelve 
hun Ved men in battalion, three thoufand fepoys, 
and fouitern pieces of cannon. Monagee had with 
him two thoufand five hundred horfe, three thoufand 
infantry, and fome field pieces. On the 1 6th we 
marched, and the 1 7th reached Trichinopoly. 
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The enemy had been joined the night before by 
two hundred Europeans, and their whole body ap- 
peared on the plain in order of battle; their batta- 
lion and fepoys with the Sugar Loaf Rock on their 
right, and the cavalry on their left. I ordered our 
advanced guard to take poflefiion of a bank which 
commanded the entrance to the plain. As we ad- 
vanced, the enemy began to cannonade. When 1 
had palled the bank, we formed, and faced the ene- 
my. Monagce’s troops made up the fecond line, and 
covered our baggage and provifions. The enemy 
kept moving on *, and we like wife, our cannon an- 
fwering theirs. We expelled nothing but an engage- 
ment, and were not a little lurprized, at once, to 
fee their battalion go to the right about, their can- 
non drawing oft', and the whole retreating very re 
gularly. They killed us a captain and fifteen men, 
and fuffered themfelves fomething more. The ene- 
my had another party of Topaflcs and fepoys march- 
ing to join them from the ifland, which when per- 
ceived by major Kilpatrick, he Tallied out with part 
of his garrilon, and obliged them, after a fevere can- 
nonade, to retire to the ifland. 

We halted next day to rcfrelh our men, and to 
put our heavy baggage into the fort, rcfolving not to 
give the enemy reft, till they had quitted the plain. 
They had the firft day gone to the Five Rocka, but 
on our marching to the Faketr’s l ope, they moved 
off, and encamped at Moutahillenour. We follow- 
ed them, and in the night they thought proper to 
crofs the river, and encamp behind their Pagodas on 
the ifland. We then retook our poll off Elmiferam, 
and lent a detachment to cover the King of Tan- 
jore’s workmen, repairing the bank near KoilaJdy, 
the enemy having alio abandoned that place. 
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About this time our fleet, under the command of 1 754. 
admiral Watfon, arrived with colonel Adlercroon’s 
regiment, and the French fhips had brought Mr. 
Godcheu, commiflary-general and governor-general 
of all their fettlements, with fifteen hundred Furo- 
peans. Upon his arrival he wrote to Mr. Saun- 
ders, to acquaint him with his inclination to pur- 
iue pacific meafures, introducing his propolals tor a 
fufpenfion of arms, by fending back the troops which 
Mr Dupleix had caufed to be flopped in their paf- 
fage from Madrafs to Fort St. David. The gover- 
nor and council, pleafed to find they had now to 
deal with a perfon who appeared to concur with them 
in purfuing the true intercll of the two commercial 
companies,* were not long in fending their anfwer, 
and both fincerely labouring to haflen the conclufion 
ot an event fomuch to be wilhcd. A fufpenfion of 
arms was agreed on, and aflually took place on the 
1 ith of October, 1 754 ■, after which Mr. Palk and 
Mr. Vanfittart were lent to Pondicherry, and return- 
ed with the following treaty and the truce. 

ARTICLES of a provincial T rcaty , concluded 
and agreed on between us "Thomas Saunders , Efq i 
Prefident for the Honourable EngliJh Company on the 
coaft of Coromandel and Orixa , Governor of Port St. 

George , £f fc. and the Sieur Charles Robo t Godeheu y 
Commijfary for his moft Chriftian * Majefiy ; Com- 
mander General of all the fettlements 0} the French 
Company on both ftdes the Cape of Good Hope, and 
at China *, Prefident of a/I the councils there efta- 
bhjhcdy and Dire A or General of the India Company 
of France . 

ARTICLE I. 

The two companies, Englifhand French, (hall renounce 
for ever all Moorifh government and dignity, and fliaJl ne- 
ver interfere in any difference that may arifc between the 
princes of the country. 

t All 
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All places, except thofe which (hall he ftipulated in the 
definitive treaty, to remain in the policflion of the two 
aforefaid nations, French and EngliOi, (hall be delivered up 
to the Moors. 

II. In the Tanjnre country, the Englifh (hall poflefs Da- 
vecotah, and the French Karical j each with their prefent 
diftri&s. 

III. On the Coromandel coafl, the French (hall poflefs 
Pondicherry, the diftri&s of which are to be fpccilicd in the 
definitive Treaty. The Er.glifh (hall poflefs Fort St. George 
and Fort St. David, with the diftri&s likewife to be fpe- 
cified. 

The French (hall form a limited fettlcment, the fituation 
of which (hall be chofen between Nizampatam, and the 
river of Gondecama exclufivcly ; as an equivalent for the 
difference there is between Davecotah, and Fort St. David 
together, compared with Karical. 

Or clfe, 

The diftridsjof Pondicherry (lull be made equal to thof: 
of Fort St. George and Fort St. David together, ami in 
this cafe the French (hall abandon the Point l)’Appuy, pro- 
pofed above. The alternative (hall be left to the dueimina- 
tion of the two companies. 

IV. Mazulipatam and Divy fhall be neuter, leaving to 

the two companies the choice of making a paitition ; each 
nation (hall have a houfc for commerce at Mazulipatam, 
with an equal number of foldiers to guard it,, in cafe the 
town (hould icmain neuter. Divy (hall be delivered to the 
Englifh, if the French leferve Mazulipatam. And it the 
French keep Divy, the Englifh (hall have Mazulipatam. In 
thefe two laft cafes, equal dittri&s (hall be annexed to the 
poffcflions. f 

V. The navigation of Narzapore river (hall be free ; the 
Englifh may carry their fettlcment upon the banks of the 
faid river, or keep Bandermalanka $ but they (hall poll'd^ 

only 
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only one of thofe two places: the French (hall have a fctfle- 1754* 
ment on the fan\c river. The diftri&s (hall be equal between 
the two nations* 

VI. The entrance of Ingeram river (hall be free, neither 
the French nor the Englifh (hall ported the iflands of Coringe 
and Yellacatippa. The Englifh (hall have their fadlory at 
Suncrapollam, with its diftri&s, and a warehoufe at Nd- 
lepely, the fortifications of which (hall be razed. The 
French (hall have their fadory at Yanam, with diftrids 
equal to thofe of Suncrapollam, and they (hall be at liberty 
to have a warehoufe on the Terra Firma in cafe they judge 
it neceflary, for the convenience and eafe of their trading 
bufinefs. 

VII. In the Chickakul country, as theEnglifh have Vi* 
zagapatam, the French may fettle a fadory where they 
pleafe, to the fouthward of Pondemarka, or the northward 
of Birr.lepatam, whether at Ganjam or Mafoufbunder, on 
an equality with Vizagapatam. 

VIII. Thcfc conditions accepted on both Tides, although 
they are not to be a law for a definitive treaty in Europe, 
they (hall neverthclefs produce a truce between the two na- 
tions and their allies, until news is received in India of the 
anfwers made in Europe concerning this agreement ; which 
anfwers we promife bona fide to communicate to each other 
as foon as they (hall be arrived by the (hips of either nation. • 

IX. Neither nation (hall be allowed to procure, during 
the truce, any new grant or ceflion, or to build forts for 
the defence of new eftablilhments. It (hall only be lawful 
to rebuild and repair the fortifications now fubhfting in the 
eftablifhments they poflefs at this time, in order to prevent 
their entire ruin. 

X. Until the arrival of anfwers from Europe to thefe ar- 
ticles, which (hall be difpatched thither by the firft (hips, 
to be fubmitted to the decifion of the two companies, under 
the pleafure and approbation of the two crowns, the two 
nations (hall not proceed to any ceflion, retroceflion, or 
evacuation of what they now poflefs, every thing being to 
remain on the footing of uti poflidetis. 

H 
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XI. With regard to the indemnification, the two nation 
may expert for the expenccs of the war ; this article (hall be 
amicably adjufted in the definitive treaty. 

Done at Fort St. George, Dccemb. 31, 1754. 



(Signed) Thomas Saunders. 


(In Englifh and French) Under the Englifh) 



Examined with the original, and 
attefted to be a true copy. 


(Signc) Godeheu. 
(Under the French) 


Dated at Pondichery, 
Dec. 16, 1754. 


Henr* Vansittart. 
Jos. DU Pre. 


I Secretaries. 


ARTICLES and Stipulations of a Truce , con- 
cluded betzveen us Thomas Saunders , Efq\ Preftdent y 
&c. &c. and the Sieur Charles Robert Go- 
deheuy CommiJfary y &c. £s?f. in virtue of a pro - 
vifton treaty which we have figned the fame day , to 
promote the re cflablifhment of tranquillity in this 
part of India . 

ARTICLE L 

To take placp on the nth of January, 1755 ; the day 
of the expiration of the fufpenfion of arms, proclaimed the 
1 ith of O&ober, 1754; all hoflilitics (hall ceafc between 
the Englifh and French. 

II. During this truce, which (hall be in force until we 
arc informed in India of the anfwers made in Europe con- 
cerning the faid provifional treaty ; the troops of the two 
nations, French and Englifh, (hall not a& again ft each 
other, either as principals or auxiliaries. 

III. The two nations, Englifh and French, engage to 
oblige their allies to obferve all that is ftif ulated for the ac- 
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complifliment of the truce by virtue of the treaty ; and who- l ~ . , * 
ever (hall dare to infringe it thall be reputed a common ene- v 

my, and (hall be reduced to good order by the force of arms. 

IV. If either of the two nations, French or Englifh, or 
either auxiliary troops or allies, (hall commit any ;l<5t of 
hoftility, poflefs themfelvcs of any place, or any one (hall 
caufe any damage to another during the faid truce ; both 
oblige themfelves to make reparation proportionable to the 
damage, and to the entire reftitution of whatever (hall be 
taken. 

V. If the allies or other troops in pay of either nation, 

(hall be guilty of any aCt of hoftility, or commit any pil- 
lages in the territories whereof either nation is now in paf- 
feffion, it (hall be lawful for both nations to rcpulfe their in- 
fults by force, by. which the injured nation Dull not be deem- 
ed to have infringed the piefcnt agreement, 

VI. If the allies or auxiliary troop$,of either nation, (hall 
take up arms and infult the countries of which the nation 
they are allied to is now in polleflion ; in this cafe, the two 
nations (hall affift each other againit this enemy, who (hall 

thereby become the common enemy of both. 

* 

VII. The troops of the two nations fhal! be employed, 
during this truce, in the care of their prefent dUblifhmcnts 
and polTeflions ; they may be trail Ipor ted freely, and without 
any difficulty, from one place to mother, at the pleafurcof 
the governour, generals, commanders, &c. of each nation ; 
and all perilous actually under the protection of cither flag, 
may likewife go and come at pleafure, without being mo- 
lded either in their efteCls or perfons. 

VIII. Trade (hall be free throughout the Carnatick, and 
in all the countries to the northward of the Coromandel 
coafl, tor the two contracting nations \ they may fetch 
merchandizes from all the places in the dependence of each 
other, and tranfport them freely, without any reftrainr, 
through the rcfpc&ive jageers and territories. 

IX. All common enemies, or the particular enemies of 
either nation, who (hall come to attack the Englilh and 
french in their prefeut poflellioni, and trouble the tr.m- 
quillity which is to reign in India, (hall be rcpulled by the 
united force of the two nations, French and Englilh. 
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jyc^ X. As foon as the truce is proclaimed, the mutual ex- 
change of prifoners (hall be fet about, man for man ; and 
means fhall be rcfolved on for the eafe of thofe which fhall 
not be exchanged, 

XI. Commiflaries (hall be appointed on both Tides, to 
examine into the infringements committed by each party, 
or their auxiliary troops or allies, and fettle the reftitution 
to be made of all the places taken, during the truce, againft 
the tenour of the fufpenfion of arms ; as likewife of all that 
may have been taken from them by the faid auxiliary 
troops, in merchandizes, efFeds, money, &c. and farther, to 
fettle in a fixed method, for a guide, during the whole time 
of the truce, all the names, and the extent of every country, 
paragana * and village, under the power, and in the poflef 
feflion of the two nations, Englifh and French. 

XII. It is agreed, that whenever, in the courfc of the 
truce, any* complaint fhall be made by either of the 
faid nations of an infringement of the 4th article, the faid 
commiffarics on each fide appointed, fhall certify and exa- 
mine the fad, thatjuftice may be done accordingly to the 
injured nation, either by reftitution or reparation, accord- 
ing to the nature of the injury received. 

Dated at Pondicherry, Done at Fort St. George, Dec. 31,1754- 

Dec. »6, 1754. Signed as before. 

Additional Artkles and. Stipulations to the foregoing Truce. 

ARTICLE I. 

If any nation fhould attempt to ered a fettlemcnt within 
the bounds of the prefent pofTeflions of either of the two 
companies; both Englifh and French fhall jointly oppole 
and hinder any fuch undertaking. 

II. Thecuftom-houfes and + juncans fhall remain on the 
fame footing as before the war; and no alteration fhall be 
made in the duties paid on the importation and exportation 
of goods of theproduce or manufadure of the coaft. 

Dated at Pondicherry, Done at Fort St.Gcorge, Dec. 31, 1754* 

Jan. 4. 1755* Signed as before. 

# A Paragana is any diftrid of country, 
f A juncan is a toll duty on every thing that pafles. 

TRAN S- 
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O N T H E 

COAST of COROMANDEL, 

In the Year 1755, 

T HE Suspension of Arms was accompanied 1 755- 
with another event of great importance to the 
tranquillity of India, the departure of Mr. Dupleix, 
who being removed from the government, returned 
with the next (hips for Europe. 

Here it may be proper to take a view of the fe- 
veral provinces and governments of the Deckan, 
their prefent interefts and defigns. This will not be 
a mere recapitulation of what has been faid in the 
Narrative; . for as the Princes of that country are 
continually agitated by the paffions of avarice, am- 
bition and jealoufy ; they are every moment prompt* 
ed by fufpicion or the love of intrigue, to enter into 
new quarrels, form different connexions, and by their 
reftlds and uncertain fpirit, create the utmoft per- 
plexities to their allies. Fond of compliment, cere- 
monial and repeated profeflions of friendfhip, they 
have little regard for truth or gratitude ; nor have 
they any confideration for the iuture more than the 
pafl, folely occupied with what they imagine will 
advance their prefent views. This .charafter of the 
FI 3 Afiaricks 


TRANSACTIONS on 

Afiaticks in general will he exemplified by a review 
of the prefcnt fituation and defigns of the feveral 
powers of the Dcckan, as they appeared in the year 
J 755* 

Salabatzing was induced by his incapacity and 
(loth, to fubmit himfclf entirely to the counfels of the 
French for the fake of their proteftion and afliftance. 
Found by no ties of affeftion, he was now meditat- 
ing the removal of thofe very perfons with whom he 
had fo lately been ftiaring the greateft power and 
wealth, without the lead regard to their havjng af- 
fifted him in that ufurpation. 

The King pF Tanjore, a fubtle Prince, lived 
in a continual jealoufy of the Englifh and French, 
who had both fcttlements in his dominions, well 
knowing that either of thefe fingly was able to give 
law to him, and always apprehending mod from the 
fide to which the balance of power feemed to incline, 
From a diffidence of the French, and a better opi- 
nion of the Englifh faith, he had, for the mod part, 
ihewn a regard for our alliance, but it required great 
addrefs to manage his irrefohuion, to divert his par- 
tiality for a trcacheious favourite, and keep him firm 
to his engagements. Mis mod dangerous neighbours 
were the Maiflbreans, a rich people, and formidable 
from their being nndifiurbed at home. ' He knew 
they had long formed defigns againd Trichinopoly, 
and at this very time, were in treaty with the French 
for that end. The knowledge of this determined him 
to enter into the drifted bands of fricndfhip with us, 
and yet, at the fame time, his fufpicion of our en- 
tering into any alliance with the governor of Marava, 
(a count 1 y bordering on his dominions to the fouth), 
threw him into the mod precipitate resolution of car- 
rying fire and fword into that country. It was in vain 
to remondiate to him, th^t fo rafti a proceeding 

would 
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would only facilitate the defigns of the Maiflorean, 
by leaving Trichinopoly defencelefs. The Maravar 
was the prelent object of his jealoufy. 


i 


Ton dem an, a Polygar, whole woods, adjoin- 
ing to Tanjorc, had been an uleful protettion to our 
convoys during the war, was alfo uneafy at our fup- 
pofed intentions of alliance with the Maravar. 


The Kino of Maissore, young, and in a man- 
ner confined to his feraglio, gave up the direction of 
affairs to his uncle, who was prime minifter and bro- 
ther to Nanderauze. They were both, at this time, 
purfuing their fcheme on Trichinopoly, in which they 
fullered fo many repul fes, and faw their extravagant 
projects fo often defeated, that they were ready to 
feize any pretext for abandoning their enterprize. 
They foon relinguilhcd it on good rcafons, and from 
thenceforth became lefs formidable neighbours to the 
King of Tanjore. 

Mootts Allee Cawn, governor of Velloure, a 
powerful anddefigning man, had the addrefs to mur- 
der two Nabobs with impunity - 9 and during this long 
war, to keep himfelf clear of its calamities. Mr. 
Dupleix ufed to call him his deputy in his province. 
Though no confidence could be placed in thefriend- 
Ihip of this artful man,*it was imprudent to have 
him for an enemy ; therefore his offers to acknow- 
ledge the Nabob were gladly accepted, but there 
was little fincerity in his profeffions of fub million. 

The Marattas have always had fo confiderable 
a lhare in the dillurbances, and were at this time talc- 
ing fo large apart in the politicks of thefe' coun- 
tries, that it is requifite, for the explanation of the 
affairs of the peninfula, to give as many particulars 
pf this extenfive people as can be ala trained : lor as 
H 4 they 
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1 754. they have no written hiftory, and fcarce any tradi- 
tion, that we know, of their former ftate, it is im- 
pofiible to procure a full and fatisfa&ory account of 
Jo numerous a nation, once fettled, then difperfed, 
and now re-eftabliftiing themfelves throughout all 
parts ot the Mogul’s empire : a people who have had, 
from time immemorial, fettlements to the no*rth of 
lJelly, great part of which they ftill poffefs, though 
fo great were the numbers that were driven out from 
thence, by Aurenzeb, that he employed above 
twenty years in fruitlefs endeavours to reduce them 
in their new fettlements in the mountainous parts of 
the Dcckan. 

They have had continued wars ever fince, with 
all the Moguls, Soubahs and governors, and made 
innumerable treaties of peace with them, which they 
never obferve any longer than they think it their in- 
tereft. They have themfelves had ftrange internal re- 
volutions ; and what is mod ftrange, the prefent go- 
verning men among them are Bramins or priefts, 
hated by the true Marattas, but followed by them 
for pay. 

Their Raja, or Prince, is facred: and they hold 
that he ought to be a kind of idol, fhut up and fed 
at the public expence, and the executive power lodg- 
ed in fome other branch o£ his family, at leaft, fuch 
has been the cftablifhment on the Malabar coaft : but 
this was fubverted by the ufurpation of the two Bra- 
mins, the one called Peelagee, and the other Budge- 
row. Peelagee governed Guzarat, and Budget ow the 
country to the fouthward. His fon, who fucccedcd 
him, is known by his name Balazerow, on the Co- 
romandel coaft : On the Malabar he is called the 
Nanna, for that is the title by which the afting head 
• of the government and general of the forces is clil- 
jtjnguifhed. The nominal Prince, or the idol, as he ha$ 

been 
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been defcribed, is Ailed Ram Raja, MarRaja,and Saha r 
Raja. All thefe names, indiscriminately ufed andu^V 
ftrangely fpelt, occafion no fmall difficulty to the 
reader, who is here alfo defired to take notice, that 
though all writers fpeak of Sattaarah as the capital 
of the Marattas country, the refidence of the Bra* 
min their fovereign is * Poona, where all the bufioefs 
of the government is carried on. 

What proves that they have formerly been pow- 
erful over all the Mogul’s empire, though now dif- 
united, is the univerfal acknowledgment of the 
Chout , or tribute paid to them of a fourth of the re- 
venues of every Raja or governor. This they Hill 
colled in all parts, taking what they can get of it 
in ready money, and leaving the ballance iitarrear, 
which will ferve them at leaft as a pretence for ano- 
ther incurfion, whenever they want employment for 
their troops. 

It may feem ftrange that thefe Marattas, who are 
Bramins, and fo Arid obfervers of the Genrou reli- 
gion and the tenets of the Transmigration of fouls, 
that they will never kill the moft offenfive animals 
that crawl about them, fhould, without any temple, 
eagerly employ their fabres to thedeftrudion of their 
fellow-creatures. The falvo for this extraordinary 
contradidion is a device of their priefts, who, by the 
facrifice of a Buffalo, With many myfterious and en- 
thufiaftick ceremonies, abfglve their warriors from 
the reftridions which bind the vulgar. 

It (hould be here obferved, that the Marattas, 
mentioned fo often in the Narrative, were only a 
body of horfe, freebooters, who alternately took the 

* Poona is about a hundred miles eaft-fouth-eaft of Bombay. 

D’Aimlle fays, the lituation of Sattaarah is not afeertained, and 
therefore he ha$ not put it in his n^tp. 


pay 
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pay of the higheft bidder. They were fuch as Mo* 
rarow had picked up to follow his fortunes, and till 
he attempted to make himfelf independent, they had 
no fettled habitation, and no profeflion but war, if 
it may be called a profeflion where they have neither 
art nor difcipline, and yet they are formidable to the 
Moors, who carrying fuch numerous and incum- 
bered armies to the field, are the eafier harrafled, and 
even ftarved by them. For thefe pillagers, conti- 
nually galloping round the country, cut off the con- 
voys, and as moft of their parties carry with them 
neither baggage, nor provifions, they eafily elude 
all purfuit, and in an inftant retire to their faftneiles, 
or even, if occafion requires, to their own country. 
They ride a hardy horfe inured to fatigue, and for 
the moft part fed with (landing corn. The common 
men have no cloathing but a turban on their head, 
and a fafh round their waift : inftcad of a faddle they 
ufc fuch a kind of pad as is recommended by Mar- 
Ihal Saxe. Truly formidable with their fabres, they 
are fatal to troops that are once broke. 

The Marattas, though not without trade and ma- 
nufactures, have principally enriched themfelves, by 
obliging the wealthy and more refpe&able powers, 
their neighbours, to be tributary to them. It will 
naturally be afked, why do the opulent ftates fub- 
mit to be tributary ? and what fecurity have thev 
that thefe licentious plunderers will abide by their 
agreements, and not continually encroach upon 
them, and raife their demands? The reafon is 
plain : it is lefs expenfivc, and a lighter tax upon 
trade, to agree to fome certain payment, than to 
engage in the unknown expence of armies, to free 
themfelves from (b irregular a foe: and as to greater 
exa&ions, if the Chief has once fettled the Choul, 
he will hardly venture to druggie for more, as the 
money agreed on goes, into his own pocket; and 

were 
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were he to proceed to the more violent method of 1755. 
compulfion, by invading the country, the fpoil 
would all become the property of his troops, under 
the article of plunder, and his own (hare would come 
veiy fhort of the film ftipulated •, befides, they have 
the prudence to confider, that a country ravaged by 
their troops, will produce neither tribute nor plunder 
again for iome time, 

Thev are a deftrudlive foe and an unferviceable 
friend. They ruin their enemies by burning their 
country, and their allies by their avaricious demands 
for money. Inftead of meriting their pay, which 
they might eafily do after a defeat, by cutting off 
all the broken troops, they fly to the camp, where 
every man procures a good burden for his horfe,and 
walking on foot, drives him away loaded with the 
fpoil. 

Such has been, in a great meafure, theftateof 
the Maratta people; but about this time it will ap- 
pear, that tht'y entertained various defigns of ex- 
tending their territories in feveral parts of the coun- 
try, and alfo on the fea coaft. They took large dif- 
tridfs from the Viceroy of the Deckan, marched to 
Dclly and made a Mogul, and after driving out An- 
gria by our ftrength, beat the Portugueze by their 
own. They had generals who fet up for themfelvcs 
in the remote countries that they had conquered, and 
were giving fome other indications of their return 
from a vagabond life of rapine and diibrder, to a 
piore fettled fyftem of policy, 

Of all the Princes of the Deckan, there are none 
fo free from the faults of the country as the Nabob 
Mahomed Allee Cawn ; having always experienced 
the invariable friendfhip of the Englifti, he has been 
taught the true value of honour and conftancy, and 

throughout 
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throughout his conduft, manifefted uncommon grati- 
tude and fidelity to his engagements. The fums we 
had expended in the fupport of his caufe, inftead of 
raifing in him the expectation of being farther bur- 
thenfome to us, lay like a heavy weight upon his 
mind ; and the diftrefs he was in for money, with 
the impoflibility of paying any confiderable part of 
his debt to the Company, vifibly affefted his health ; 
his brothers who accompanied him, having a fcpa- 
rate command, would each of them keep up as ma- 
ny attendants, and as large an expence as the Nabob 
himfelf. Exhaufted by this unncceflary profufion, 
he was not able to furnifh the workmen and mate- 
rials with which he had engaged to fupply our engi- 
neers for compleating their fortifications, nor even 
to find money for his own troops to prevent them 
from difbanding. Upon confideration of this ftate 
of the Nabob’s affairs, it was prudently determined 
to take an exaft account of his revenues, which were 
mortgaged to the Company, in order to judge what 
fums might be actually forth-coming for their life, 
after a due proportion fhould be allotted for the 
maintenance of himfelf, and the fupport of his dig- 
nity. 

It was at the fame time recommended to him, to 
fettle as foon as poffible at Arcot, his capital, with 
all his family, as well to fave expence, by reducing 
their feveral retinues to one houfhold, as for the cre- 
dit of his government. Rut it was of great confe- 
quence to his revenues, before he left the countries 
of Madura and Tinevelly, which ufed to produce an 
immenfe income, to colledl the tribute which had not 
been paid during the troubles, and alfo to induce 
the feveral Polygars, and all fubordinate governors 
to acknowledge the Nabob’s right, by receiving 
grants from him for the countries they held undir 
his government. 


Ir 
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It was neceffary on this, as on all other occafions, x 
to have at hand a fufficient force ; for in this coun- 
try, we are to look upon an army as a proper for- 
mality ufually attending a mefiage to a friend, a 
fubjeft, or an enemy. From thefe confiderations, 
an expedition was ordered into the Madura and 
Tinevelly countries to colleft the revenues, under 
the command of Alexander Heron, lieutenant colo- 
nel in his Majefty’s fervice, and major of the Com- 
pany’s forces, attended by Mr. Maunfell, to aft to- 
gether with the Nabob’s Vakeel, (or agent) as com- 
miflaries for the adminiftration of the monies receiv- 
ed. Colonel Heron, the latter end of January 1 755, 
marched to Manaper, a village about thirty miles 
from Trichinopoly. Soon after his arrival, he was 
joined by the Vakeels of four neighbouring Poly- 
gars, who came to fettle their accounts, promifmg 
foon to pay the ballances that were due ; they alfo 
figned a paper,- acknowledging themfelves under the 
Nabob’s government, independent of any other 
power whatfoever •, and that they enjoyed their lands 
in right of his grants only. At the fame time the 
Nabob received letters of the like purport from the 
three principal men in the Madura and Tinevelly 
countries. But upon the return of the officers, one 
of the four Pglygars, by name Lachynaig, who had 
paid part of his tribute, and given a bill for the 
relt, refufed to pay the remainder ; wherefore, at the 
inftance of the Nabob, colonel Herqn, on the 10th 
of February, moved with the army clofe to a fort, 
which was one of the barriers of his country. All 
that day and the next he endeavoured, both by fair 
means and threats, to make him comply, but could 
get no fatisfadory anfwer. He then determined to 
attack the fort the next morning, in which he fuc- 
ceeded with little lofs : and alfo the fame day took 
another fort, which gave him poffeffion of all the 
country of that Polygar, except the tops of the hills. 
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1 755* w ^ ere t ^ ie inhabitants had taken fheltcr. In thefe two 
Wyv affairs he loft fourteen fepoys and fome few colleries. 

Here the Nabob left colonel Heron, and his bro- 
ther Mauphus Cawn accompanied him in the expe- 
dition. The roads were exccflivc bad through the 
woods for the carriage of the heavy cannon. Some 
breaft-works thrown up in the narrow paffes, were 
abandoned on the army’s nearer approach, though 
not till part of the fepoys had given their fire, which 
was returned, but without any eftett. Beyond the 
woods was a ftone-fort, which, had it been quite 
finiflied, would have been of confiderable ftrength 
for that part of the country. The Madura people 
who were fortifying it, abandoned it immediately. 
There was found in this fort fome grain, ammuni- 
tion, and four pieces of cannon. The colonel left 
fome troops in poffeftion, and advanced towards the 
town of Madura ; upon which the garrifon retired a 
little farther into the country, to a fmall fort, whi- 
ther they carried their moft valuable effedls, and mi- 
litary (lores. The greater part of the inhabitants re- 
mained, and feemed very well fatisfied with the 
change of government. Being then the feafon for 
gathering in the grain, and collecting the revenues, 
it was refolved to quarter the army theFe. Madura 
is a ftrong Indian town, encompaffed with a wall like 
Trichinopoly, but being of much greater extent, 
would require a very large garrifon to defend it. 

Colonel Heron,- hiving wrote circular letters to 
all the neighbouring Polygars, as well as to the peo- 
ple of Tinevelly, marched for the fort to which 
Myana, the late governor of Madura, had retired. 
It was a ftrong Pagoda, which he had fortified in 
the bed manner he could, but on the expeftation of 
an attack, he and all his horfc fecured themfclves by a 
timely retreat, ^nd carried with him his elephants, 

camels. 
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camels, tjreafure, and the greateft part of his valu- x * - - 
able effefts > he left a few fepoys to defend the fort, 
who fired very brifkly for fome time, but on our 
returning it with cannon and fmall arms, they fur- 
rendered. Here were found three brafs and iron can* 
non, a number of Malabar guns, and a great quan- 
tity of ammunition. After taking two other l'mall 
forts, the army marched for Tinevelly, arid arrived 
the 25th i fome of the Polygars came in, others 
fent their Vakeels to fettle every thing amicably. 

Tiie greateft difficulty arofe from the good inclina- 
tions of the Polygar of Marava. He offered a free 
paffage through his country for the Englifli troops, 
employed his intereft with the other Polygars, and 
lent his brother, who advanced within five miles of 
the army, with three thoufand men and fome pieces 
of cannon, tendering his fervice, and prefling us to 
make fettlements in his country. The news of this 
caufed fo great a jealoufy, and worked upon the King 
of Tanjore and Tondeman, in fuch a manner, that 
they fent a proteft againft our treating with the Ma- 
ravar, and even raifed forces, and were actually 
marching into his country ; Monagee, it feems, 
while out of favour, had received fome perfonal af- 
fronts from the Maravar : this might be in faft the 
infuperable difficulty •, but the reafon given out was 
the friendfhip that had fubfifted between the Mara- 
var and the Maifforeans ; but at this criticnl time, 
the very fear of the Maifforean was a reafon for let- • 
ting all prefent jealoufies fubfide : therefore all en- 
deavours to mollify the King of Tanjore and Tonde- 
man being vain, orders were difpatched to colonel 
Heron, to break off all further treaty with the Ma- 
ravar. 

At the fame time, advice being received of the 
approach of Salabatzing, with Mr. de Bufly, the 

army 
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, 755* was orc ^ ercc ^ t0 return as foon as poflible to 
SgtAtfC* Trichinopoiy. The news of Salabatzing’s march was 
true, but it had not the confequence that was ap- 
prehended-, for he entered Maiffore, where he levi- 
ed the revenues of that rich province, and returned, 
carrying with him fifty-two Lack of roupees. Meflrs. 
de Bufly and Law were both with him ; the latter 
made a demand in the name of the French Compa- 
ny for feven lack for the lofs he had fuftained when 
he was taken in Seringam. The money was refufed, 
and at Mr. de Bufly’s requeft, Mr. Law defifted from 
his demand. 

Colonel Heron had very little advanced the com- 
pany’s affairs by his conduct at Madura and Tinevelly. 
The monies he cpllefted did not amount to the 
charges of the expedition, and the terror of his arms 
was fo little refpefted in the country, that Myana, the 
late governor Of Madura, having cut off a party 
that was fent to furprize him, had the boldnefs to 
come to the very gates of Tinevelly while the army 
was there, and plunder the villages round. The 
colonel having received his orders, fet out the 2 2d 
of May, and in his way, at the defire of Mauphus 
Cawn, inverted a fort, which for want of heavy 
cannon, he was obliged to leave and continue his 
march to Madura, where he arrived the 21ft of 
May. He left it the 28th, and calling at Colgud- 
dy Pagoda, feized a large number of religious 
images, and demanded five thouland roupees for 
their ranfom, which being refufed, he put them 
into his tumbrils, and was carrying them off. The 
Collcries were eafily infligated by the Bramins to 
refeue their gods and taking the opportunity when 
the baggage was parting fome flrong defiles in the 
Natam woods, they rufhed from the thickets in 
great numbers, recovered their idols, deftroyed 
feveral caniages, ftabbed a hundred bullocks, killed 

fume 
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fame men, and carried off a quantity of baggage. 1 *’/^. 
The army purfued their march, without any thing 
farther to be remarked, till they reached Trichino- 
poly the 6th of June. Colonel Heron was tried by 
a court martial tor mifeondudt in this expedition. It 
was proved that he had given in falle accounts, had 
fecretcd part of the money received, and for this pur- 
pole, initcad of collecting the revenues in conceit 
with Mr. Maunfel, had entered into a private agree- 
ment with the Nabob’s brother, Matiphus Cawn, 
and farmed out the countries to him at half their va- 
lue, not paying a regard to the infliuctions lent him 
by the Nabob himfclf. 

Trichinopol7 being looked upon as the main 
fecurity for the Nabob’s debt, colonel Heron was or- 
dered to leave theie a garrilon of five hundred men, 
under the command of major Kilpatrick. Nande- 
rnuzc, the Maifforean general, who lay encamped 
near the town, was continually practifing every kind 
of ftratagem, and contriving the moft chimerical de- 
ligns to make him lei f mailer of it. He employed a 
Bramin in the town, who conllantly lent him intelli- 
gence, and gained him fome 1 fiends in the place, and 
having prepared four hundred ladders, and concert- 
ed every thing for an efcalade in the right, he made 
a propolal to Mr. He Saulfay, command er ol the 
French at Seringam, to join him in the attempt. 

Mr. De Sauflay, expreffing his lenle of fo treache- 
rous a proceeding in the time of a lul pen lion of 
arms, Nanderauzc urged him with repeated felicita- 
tions, and even offered him three lack of roupees, 
provided he would feign a quarrel, march off, and 
thereby leave him at liberty to purfue his defigns. 

Mr. De Sauffay having rejcdled thde offers withdif- 
dain, was foon after inloimed by a friend he had in 
that general’s councils, that in cale of his refill::!, 
the next projeft was to furprize the French, and en- 
I deavour 
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deavour to cut them off. Iff* wrote to major Kilpa- 
trick to lend him a truity perfon, to whom he com- 
municated the whole, and moreover affured him, 
than in cafe the Maiilorcan made an, motion towards 
the town, he would immediately attack his rear, and 
make a fignah on the fight of which the major 
might fally, and put the enemy between two fires. 

While the French and Knglifh chiefs were in- 
terchanging their affurances of mutual afliftance 
again!! this* Indian politician, he fuddenly decamp- 
ed and haftened his march home, not altogether, as 
fame imagined, from disappointment, but rather 
from having received accounts of the march of Sala- 
bat/ing towards his country. Soon after his return, 
lie ftirred up a rebellion, which threw the kingdom 
of Maifibrc into conluiion. 

Tun enemy being removed, and no farther ob- 
ffade remaining to delay the needfary meafuie of 
conducing the Nabob to his capital, a proper dcort 
was ordered : ami captain Pohrr having prepared 
every thing for that purpofe, they began their march 
the 9th \t July, and proceeding in the flow manner 
which the burthenfome pomp of eaftern Hate mull 
always occ.dion, arrived at Condi r, and forded the 
Cauvcryon the d th. 'lhey halted the next day, 
and Monagec', with a numerous train, paid the Na- 
bob a vifit. At this inceiview, the llrongell protelh- 
tions of an inviolable frienclfhip were made on both 
fides. Monagec afluivd the Nabob, mol! particu- 
larly, from the King of Tanjore, that he would ne- 
ver forlake him, and had five thoufand horfe ready 
at his order, if he needed them in the Arcot country. 
The Nabob having thanked Monagee for the. pro* 
•mifed aids and for his love and friend (hip, which he 
.always relied on, at the li\mc time whifpered captain 
Polier in Englifh, 9 Its all a lie , The captain took 
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tip the dilcoui fe, affuiing Monagec that the I 4 ’ pgldb, T * $ - m 
as the^ had hitherto conihmly lupportul the Nabob, w'-v" v 
would continue their pioie«fliun to l.im, as ullb their 
friendrfiip inviolably with the King of J nnjore, lb 
long as he remained firm to tlv* Na! oh. Menace 
declared tlu* King of ?vjaif:' re had ofieud his king 
fixty lack of roupecs, piovided lie would fvfil.e the 
Nab( ; )b, but he rej< cUd the propofol. With a few 
more civilities, and fomc uilful orders about provi- 
fions, Moiugec concluded his vifit. 

The Nabob continuing his march, arrived within 
a mile of Arcot the 19th of Augufl, where he re- 
folved to wait for a lucky day to make his entry into 
the city. Here he was met by colonel Lawrence, 

Mr. Palk, and Mr, Walfh, deputed to invite him 
to Madrals. f 'e readily contented, and at the fame 
time dclired thole gentlemen to mention aloud aL his 
Durbar, that now ti.e army was arrived t la re, the 
Polygnrs and his other tributaii s Humid be Inti in- 
vited to fettle accounts, and pay olf thur arrears, but 
that if they did not comply without delay, they 
fliou Id be forced to it. As they were fnfil le this 
mult have a good elitrft, they took an opportunity 
of doing it at a full afiembly, in whkli, among 
the refi-, Abdiel Vahob Cawn, and the governor 
of Velloure's Vakeel were preient. 

On the aift the Nabob made his entry into Arcot 
in a very fplendid manner, and the 30th he vifited 
Madrafs,and was received at the Company's ganien- 
houfe by the governor, the admirals Wat.'nn and 
Focock, and moll of the g ntlemen of the place. 

During his llay there, the pioper mealuies were con- 
certed for collecting his roomies, and towards the 
latter end of October he fee out for that purpolc, ac- 
companied by major Kilpatrick with a detachment 
of three hundred fcuropeans, and fifteen hundred fe- 
1 2 pays. 
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1 75 -. poys, together with Mr. Perceval, who was appoint • 
ed commilftry general for the 1 ompany. He was alfo 
to be prelent at every tranfatfion,'it being agreed 
with the Nabob, that half the money to be collected 
from the feveral Polygars fhould be paid to himfelf, 
and the other half to the Company. 

To enter into an exaft detail of their proceedings 
with the feveral petty Polygars, would be very tire- 
fome and uninterelling to molt readers. Therefore, 
not to take up their time with a catalogue of un- 
couth names, which will never occur again in th« 
fubfequent relation of thefe affairs, it Ihall fuffice to 
fay, that from the 20th of October to the end of the 
year 1755* the army was either encamped or in mo- 
tion about the diltridt of Arcoc, and that the Poly- 
gars and governors, in proportion to the remote- 
nefs or ftrength of their little forts, were more or 
Ids backward in fettling their accounts, and all dealt 
evafively. No hoflilir ies weie however committed 
againfl; any of them, although it was a conliderable 
time before feme of them came to fucli terms as the 
Nabob would accept, and feveral held out beyond the 
end of the year ; but thole being the lcaft able to 
continue their oppofition, weie left to be reduced by 
the forces of the Nabob. 

Mootis Allef. Cawn having been mentioned in 
the Narrative, and his character difplay’d within a 
few pages, a particular detail of his conduct iliall 
here be given ; as it will fully ferve to convey a ge- 
neral idea of the chicanery of all Afiatic governors, 
as well Moors as Indians, when called upon for the 
an cars of their tribute. 

This crafty politician having the mortification to 
line! himfelf outwitted by Mr. Uupleix, addrefled 
himfelf to the Nabob, who was then, it is to be oh* 
8 ferved, 
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ferved, at a diftance, acknowledging hi? right, and 
offering to fettle the tribute due from him for the ^ 
diftrift of Vellotire. He attefted the fincerity of his 
intentions with h>s hand on the Alcoran, calling God 
and the Prophet to vvitnefs to his truth. But when 
the Nabob, upon his arrival at Arcot, fent to claim 
the performance of thcle ibiemn engagements, it too 
plainly appeared, that they were meant only toamufe 
and deceive him : it was therefore thought neceflary 
to fur ike a terror into him for an example, as, both 
in riches and power, he was the moil confldcrablcof 
all die chiefs in the province. Accordingly, on the 
19th of January, 1736, the army was reinforced with 
the grenadiers, and another company, with two 
eighteen- pounders, was detached afrtr them. Major 
Kilpatrick advanced within five miles of Velloure the 
30th ; and found it to be, as it had been reported, 
the itrongeft fort in the province. 

The next day the Governor of Madrafs received 
a letter from Mr. De Leyrir, difputing the Nabob’s 
right to Velloure, and threatning to oppofe all our 
proceedings; and intelligence came, at the fame 
lime, that a party of three hundred French and three 
hundred fepoys, were actually marching from Pon- 
dicherry. Thcfe advices were difpatched the fame 
night to Major Kilpatrick, with directions to con- 
tinue negotiations with Mcotis Alice Cawn; and, in 
cafe the French fliould actually approach, to fend a 
meflage to the commanding officer to ictire, and if 
he fliould pay no regard to the meflage, hut proceed 
10 feccour Velloure, or commit any dillurbance in 
the Nabob’s diftrifts, then to oppole him by force. 

Major Kilpatrick had advanced within cannot ihot of 
the fort when thefe difpatches reached him ; and, 
during feveral days that he remained in his encamp- 
ment treating with the Governor, different advices 
came of parties moving from Pondicherry and Vilia- 
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nour to Gingee, and from thence, by the Ghctteput 
road, towards Velloure. It was, therefore, to be 
apprehended, that the Governor might be prevailed 
on hy the French to admit their troops, for the de- 
fence of his fort ; and thefe, if once admitted, it 
was iprefeen, wool 1 not be withdrawn again from fo 
\ a! liable a polf flion. The Governor had fent his 
Vake« 1 to Mad-afs, where he was at this very time, 
to iL fnc that ibme Englilh gentleman might be lent 
to \ cllouic, with power to lettlc a I lairs amicably. 

Tin: reduftion of the fort was now, by the inter- 
pofirioh of the French, rendered impra&ieable, and 
the flay of the army, with any other objedt but that 
or an accommodation, a uldds expence : it was 
therefore idolved to accede to the propolal of the 
Vakeel, and a proper peifon was accordingly deput- 
ed. While this mcafure was prudently concerting at 
Madrafs, Mooiis /slice Cawn. finding that our army 
remained dole to his walls, notwithstanding all the 
motion*, of the French, agreed with major Kilpa- 
trick to pay one hundred thou (and pagodas, and 
twenty five thoufand routers, for the removal of 
oui troops, defied to enter into fiiendlhip with us, 
and, by way of earned, lent out twenty thoufand 
rbu pees. 


No fooncr was this money paid, than Mootis Al- 
ice Cawn (informed by his Vakeel that a deputation 
was ordered on that very day) withdrew from hisen- 
,<ya ements *, and, perluaded that he might compound 
lor lri\ than he agreed the day belore to pay to ma- 
jor I* i j .’Liu!;, rdulcd the next day to comply with 
1 1 • c n i ms. \\ hai cvi r major K ilpau ick could urge, 
In- would only anfwcr, that, as a deputation was kv.t 
Loin M.idiafs, he fliould not do bu finds in any 
other way •, and not only per filled obftinattly in Ins 
rdulal, lut flatly denied iiis agreement made on the 

3 V th 
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9th of February. The coliefted army of the French 
lay, during all this time* encamped between Gin- 
gee and Chetteput, at the didance of about thirty- 
five miles from Velloure; it confided, according to 
the belt intelligence, of about leven hundred French, 
and fifteen hundred fepoys. Jt was therefore thought 
advifeable to wait for an opportunity when the go- 
vernor might be in a more complying humour : and 
the event juftified this prudent determination. Major 
Kilpatrick having remained near Vellourc with the 
army till the 24th, and receiving no offers that he 
could accept, without cftablilhing a precedent of the 
moll: pernicious conftquence, moved that day for 
Arcot, where he quartered the troops. 

MootiS Allee Cawn, after repeated evafions 
and delays, at lad put an end to this tiiefome nego- 
tiation by a compromile with the Nabob, and pay- 
ment in part, without military compulfion *, but not 
before the beginning of Auguft, 1756 The fame 
ffuffling condutt was pra&ifed, in a degree, by all 
the Idler governors, who entrenched themfelvcs for 
a while in the fevcral fortrefles with which this coun- 
try abounds ; but, in their turn, they followed the 
example of Mootis Alice Cawn, in his compliance*, 
as they had attempted to imitate him, according* to 
their abilities, in his chicanery and refiftance. 

The Fleet having no other objeft during the 
truce, it was agreed to employ it in the reduction ot 
a piratical date on the Malabar coad, which had 
for a long time infcllcd the trade ot Bombay. Ad- 
miral Watfon undertook this expedition with the 
fame zeal which he Ihewed on every occafion for the 
fervice of his country, and the benefit of the Com- 
pany in the Indian fcas, 
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1755. The Admiral had failed to Trincomalay the 6th 
of April, chiefly to avoid the rifque of bad weather 
during that month On the 1 jth of May he return- 
ed to Port St. David, where he remained three 
months, it being the windward port both to Madrafs 
and Pondicherry. He came to Madrafs on the 19th 
of Auguft ; and Oiling with the whole fquadron for 
Bombay the 10th of U&ober, arrived there the 10th 
of November. 

His force confided of the Kent, of fixty-four 
guns, captain Speke ; the Cumberland, of fixty-fix 
guns, captain 11 arrifon-, the Tyger, of fixty guns, 
captain Latham *, the Sahfbury, of fifty guns, cap* 
tain Knowler* the Bridgewater, of twenty guns, 
captain Martin-, and the KingVfifher fioop, of four- 
teen guns, captain Smith. Rear admiral Watfon’s 
flag was hoifled on board the Kent, and rear admi- 
ral Pocock’sin the Cumberland. 

For the better underftanding the purpofe of this 
expedition, ir will be necefiary to explain the nature 
of the enemy they were going again it, and by what 
means a fmall neft of pirates, as they originally were, 
grew to a confidctable ilrength, and at 1 a f t became 
a little enipim, like the piratical ftates of Barbary. 

About a hundred years fir.ee, Cnnojee Angri.t, 
from a private Maratta, had been employed as a ge- 
neral and admiral, under the Saha Raja, in his wars 
with the Siddee, or Mogul's admiral. Being after- 
wards made governor ot Severndroog, upon the fu ll 
favourable opportunity, he f ized many of the vefiels 
he had formerly commanded •, with ihcfe he began to 
commit acls of piracy, confining himfclf, however, 
to this ifiand, till he had, by repeated fuccefles ;jt 
lea, rendered himfelf more formidable. The Marattas 

wire 
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were alarmed, but had no means of getting at him 1755. 
in his ifland, he having now taken the greateft part 
of their fleet. They therefore built three forts upon 
the main, within lefs than point-blank (hot of his 
little territory, which was a (mail, rocky, wcll-forti- 
fied ifland, of about one mile in circumference. By 
means of thefe forts they hoped to reduce him to 
obedience i but he having t)ie lea open, and being 
much fuperior to his countrymen in fkill and brave- 
ry, attacked and took feveral of their fea ports, and 
at length carried his conquefts from Tamana to Raja- 
pore on the fea coafts * an extent of country of near 
fixty leagues in length, in which are feveral commo- 
dious harbours. He alfo poffcfitd himiclf of a great 
part of the inland country, in fome places for twenty 
miles back, and in others thirty ; fecuring it to him- 
felf by building little forts, upon filch eminences as 
commanded the narrow pafles and defiles. His fuc- 
ceflors ftrengthening themfelves continually, by en- 
gaging every defperate fellow they could fcduce from 
the European fettlements, grew to be io powerful, 
that the Marattas thought proper to agree to a peace 
with them, on condition that they (hould acknow- 
ledge the fovereignty of the Raja, and pay him an 
annual tribute. Being mailers of thecoaft, they 
made many confiderabie captures on the feas. From 
the Englifh Eaft India company ( befides vefiels of 
lefs note) they took the Darby, richly laden, from 
Europe, with one hundred and fifty men; and alio 
the Reftoration armed (hjp, of twenty guns and two 
hundred men, fitted out puipoltly to cruize againft 
them. They took alfo£ from the French, the Ju- 

E iter, of forty guns, with four hundred flaves on 
oard; and had the ptefumption to attack commo- 
dore Lifle, in the Vigilant of fixty four guns, the 
Ruby of fifty guns, and feveral other fiiips in com- 
pany, when the commodore was leaving the Malabar 
foaft. 

The 
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The Dutch too fullered in their turn ; and, about 
twenty years ago, in relent ment, lent leven armed 
fiiips from oatavi.i, and two bomb-veflels, with a 
number of land fones, and attacked Gcriah, but 
without fuccefs. Anglia glowing more and more 
powerful, could brook no kind of fubjeftion, and 
at length threw off his allegiance to the Marattas. 
Upon this he ratived fume rt monft ranees and threats 
from the Namu; but was lo far from regarding 
them, that he ordered the ears and nofes of the am* 
bafladors who brought them to be cut off, in con- 
temn t of their Piinu* and his authority. Ex.ifperatcd 
at this infult, the Marattas meditated his ruin, and 
repeatedly applied to the Governor and Council at 
Bombay, for the allillance of their marine force to 
extirpate him. 

The piracies of all the fucceflbrs of Angria, who 
being of his family, ftill bore the fame name, greatly 
annoyed not only the natives both by fea and land, 
but alfo all European and Moors (hips, going down 
that coaft. As they put the Eaft India company to 
a continual expence in keeping a marine force at 
Bombay, to proteft their own and all Englilh country- 
fliips, the ilcftruiftion of fo troubld'ome a neighbour 
had been the objeil ot the government of Bombay 
for near fifty years, and immenfe fums had been ex- 
pended on expeditions which hitherto had all proved 
fruit lefs. Commodore Matthews, in 1722, with 
his fquadron and a fmall Pot tuguefe army, joined the 
Bombay End and fea forces in an expedition againft 
a fort called Colablcy, but this was defeated by the 
treachety, or rather cowardice of the Portuguefe, who 
patched up a peace with Angria; and the fhips and 
troops returned to Bombay, except the Slioreham 
man of war, who had her bottom beat out on the 
jocks. Jn the year 1751, commodore Lifle being 
at Bombay, the Governor propofed to him the re- 

duttion 
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d lift ion of Geriah* which he promifed to attempt, 17^5. 
as the Nanna had engaged to attack the place by 
land, but a rupture between the Moors at Auren- 
gabad and the Nanna, happened at that time, which 
put a flop to the enterprize. The Governor being 
thoroughly perliiaded that the molt cfivftnal way of 
deft roying Angria, would be by the afliftance of the 
Marattas’, kept up a drift friendfliip with the Nanna, 
whoaft'urcd him that lie Ihould be joined by 3 power- 
ful army as foon as ever a fcheme could be agreed 
on for the reduction of Angria’s forts on the coalt. 

Upon thefe afiiirances, a ticaty with the Marattas 
was concluded, and articles were figned by the Nanna 
on his part, and by the Governor of Bombay on that 
of the company, 

Wrtri.E this treaty was in agitation, an event hap- 
pened which (hewed the neccflity of carrying it into 
immediate execution. In February 1754, Angria’s 
flectattacked three Dutch (hips, one of fifty, one of 
thirty - fix, and one of eighteen guns * burnt the two 
former together with three of hisown veftels, and took 
the latter. Upon this fucccfs he grew inlolent, and 
having built fever al veftels. and fet uj)on the ftockstwo 
(hips, one of which was to carry forty guns, he bead- 
ed that he (hould foon be fuperior to whatever could 
be brought againll him in the Indian feas. In the 
year 1755, at a time when the greatdt part of the 
company’s forces were abfent on fervice, the Ma- 
rattas notified that they were then difpofed to join in 
the neceflary bufinefs of humbling this common ene- 
my, fo formidable to the whole Malabar coaft. Com- 
modore James, who was commander in chief of 
their marine force in India, being then at Bombay, 
failed on the 2?d of March, in the Protcfior of forty- 
four guns, with the Swallow of fixteen guns, and the 
Viper and Triumph bomb veftels, being all thelorce 
that could be collected together at that time. 

The 
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J 755 * ^ HE ncxc ^ ^ aw ^ a J a P° rc ^ cvcn foil °? 
Angria’s grabs, and eleven gallivats, and chafed 

them to the fouthward ; and the day after, the Marat- 
tas’s fleet came out of Choule, and joining the com- 
modore with feven grabs and fixty gallivats, proceed • 
ed to Commoro bay, wheie they landed, and trifled 
away thirty hours ; for it is ufual with them to land 
frequently, as they are prohibited by their religion to 
eat on board, and alfo enjoined wafliing, and other 
ceremonies, which can only be performed on fhore. 
Landing again the next day, they received intelli- 
gence that Angria’s fleet was in the harbour of Se- 
verndroog. The commodore at length brought up 
his dilatory aflociates ; and immediately upon his ap- 
proach, which was on the 29th, Angria’s fleet flipt 
their cables, and run out to fea, the gallivats towing 
their larger veflels. This gave them a great advan- 
tage over our (hips, as there was little wind. The 
chafe continued from break of day till the afternoon ; 
and it was obfervable, that our friends the Marattas, 
who being light, and built floaty for failing large 
and in light gales, and who had, during all the 
preceding days, failed better than any of our vcflcls, 
were now all aftern, while their countrymen fliewed 
a dexterity in their flight, which we could not but 
admire. 1 hey threw out every thing to lighten their 
vcfiels with amazing induftry and readinefs, and 
fpieading all the fails they could crowd 00 the yards, 
they fattened to the fiig-ftaves their garments, quilts, 
and even their turbans extended to catch every breath 
of air. By this man ruvre they gained their point, 
and drew the commodore lb far from his ftation, that 
he was obliged to give over the chafe and return to 
Scverndroog. 

The fortrefs, which bore that name, was fituated 
on an ifland within mufket-fhot of the main land, 
with no more than two fathom and a half in the 

frith. 
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frith. It is ftrongly, but not regularly fortified ; the x y^^ 
greateft part of the woiks being cut out of the folicl 
rock, and the reft built with ftoncs ten or twelve feet 
fquare; on the baftions were fifty -four guns. 'I he 
largcft of the forts on the main land is called Fort 
Goa, built in the fame manner, with huge lquare 
11 ones, and mounting forty guns. The other two 
mounting above twenty guns each, were conftmeted 
in a Ids artificial manner, with ftoncs of an it regular 
Ihape. 

On the 2d of April, the commodore began to 
cannonade and bombard the ifland fort; but finding 
the w;>lls on the fide where he firft made his attack, 
of extraordinary Hrength, for they were fifty feet 
high and eighteen thick, he moved his ihitiun fo as 
to reach Fort Goa with his lower deck guns, while 
he plyed Severndroog with his upper tier. About 
noon, the north -eaft ballion of the latter, and pare 
of the parapet were laid in ruins, when a fhcll fee 
fire to the houfes, which the garrifon were prevent- 
ed from extinguilhing by the inceflant file from the 
round tops. The wind being northerly, communi- 
cated the fire all over the fort ; one of their maga 
zincs blew up, and a general conllagration enfued. 

A multitude of men, women, and children, running 
out on the farther iide of the ifland, embarked in 
boats, but were moll of them taken by the Swal- 
low, who was flationcd to the ibuthward to prevent 
any fuccours from being thrown into the ifland on 
that fide. The commodore then turned all his fire 
on Fort Goa-, and after a fevere cannonade, the ene- 
my hung out a flag of truce ; but the Governor, 
with fome chofen fepoys, crofted over to Severn- 
droog, which was entirely evacuated upon the blow- 
ing up of their fccond and grand Magazine. The 
Governor was now in pofleflion of the ifland foit, 
and the commodore of the other three ; from whence 

he 
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1755, he kept a (mart fire on Severndroog. The Gover- 
nor trufting to the natural ffrength of the place, 
was relolved to maintain it till he fhould receive fuc- 
cours from Dabul. As this appeared from all his 
anfwers to the fununons and me 11 ages that were fent 
him, a number of feamcn ycre landed, under cover 
of the fire from the (hips and the fhore, who refo- 
lutely ran up m the gates, and being determined to 
carry their point, with their axes, cut open the gate 
of the lally port, and procured an entrance with very 
little lots. 

On the 8th of April, the commodore anchored 
off* Bancote (now called’ Fort Vifloria) the? mof! 
northern port of any confequencc of all Angria’s 
dominions which furrendered the next day upon 
a fummons 'J his place the Eaft- India Company, 
having the free con fent of the Marattas, have fince 
taken into their hands, as it is a good harbour, and 
there is a great trade for fait and oilier goods, which 
arc fent to that port from Bombay ; and what is flill 
more eflential, the country about it abounds with 
cattle, which are much wanted for the ufe of the 
garrifon and fquadron at Bombay. Of all provifions, 
beef is the moft diincult to be procured from any 
part of the continent; for, excepting Rajapore, 
which joins to Bancote, and is poflefled by Maho- 
metans (being the port of the S’.ddee) the coafl: is all 
inhabited by Gentoos, who never kill any living 
creature ; and as they venerate the cow, are particu- 
larly forbid by their religion to fuller the death of 
any kind of cattle. As all other places were by trea- 
ty to be given tip to the Marattas, the commo- 
dore caufed the Englifh flag, which had been hoifted 
on all the forts for a few days, to be (truck on the 
nth, and delivered them to be garrifoned by the 
Marattas. On the 14th he anchored at Dabul, with 
an intention to attack that place) but next morning 

received 
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received orders to return to Bombay, as the ftufon 1755. 
was thought to be too tar advanced tor lvm to at- ^- v ^ 
tempt any thing farther. 

The fquadron under the command of rear admiral 
Wation, arrival at 1 Bombay in Novcm' er tol'ow - 
ing : Whiie they were cleaning and repairing, com- 
modore James in the Protestor, and the kevenge 
and Bombay frigates under his comn.and, was f nr. 
to reconnuitrjGcriah, the capital of Angria’s domi- 
nium, and to ibund the depths o! water at the en- 
trance of tin harbour; which lei vice he performed, 
and returned to Bombay the laft of December. '1 he 
admiral then lent the fridgewater and King finer 
Hoop, and tome of the company’s aimed fhip% to 
cruize off. that port, who were joint don the 27th of 
January, 1756, by commodore James in the P10- 
teftor, and Guardian frigate, and remained on thk 
Ration till the 1 itli of February, when the admiial 
and the whole fquadron arrived. 

Upon the appearance of the Englifh fleet, An- 
gria, who had flattered himfclf that he ihould never 
fee lb large a fcrce upon the coati, was tcnifie>l to 
fo great a degree, that he abandoned his fort in 
hopes of pure haling his peace with the Maratcas. 

They knew how to make their advantage of his p.re- 
fent fituation and perturbation of mind, and imme- 
diately turned tin ir thoughts to the lkhes of their 
prifoner ; for as Inch they then confk » red lvm *, and 
that they might (olely polTels the plunder of the 
place, infixed on his fending an order to Lis broth? r, 
who was left in command, to put them in p yffeffion 
of the fort. 'I he admiral having information of thde 
clandeftine proceedings, fent a lummuns the n? x: 
morning to the fort; and receiving no anfwtr, he 
weighed in the afternoon, and flood in to the har- 
bour in two divifions, the Bridgewater leading that 
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1 755‘ his Majefty’s fhips in the following order: Bridge* 
water* Tyger, Kent, Cumberland and Salifbury, 
with the Protedor of forty guns, belonging to the 
Eall-India Company. The King-fifher led thofe of 
the Company, confiding of the Revenge, Bombay 
Grab, and Guardian frigates •, the Drake, Warren, 
Triumph, and Viper bomb-ketches. As foon as 
the (hips were properly placed, they began fuch a 
fire as foon filenccd both the batteries and the grabs. 
About four o’clock a (hell was thrown into the Re- 
iteration, an armed (hip taken by Angria fome time 
ago from the Eaft-India Company, which fee her on 
fire*, and very foon after Its whole fleet (hared the 
fame fate. In the night the admiral landed all the 
troops, under the command of colonel Clive, fufi 
pe&ing the enemy would endeavour to let in the 
Marattas ; which fuppofition was verified by a de- 
ferter, who informed Mr. Watfon, that Angria had 
fent orders to his brother, who commanded the 
garrifon, on no account to fuffer the Englifhtocome 
in. The next morning the admiral fent a mefiage 
to the commandant, declaring, that if he did not, 
in an hour’s time, deliver up the place, and let the 
Englifli march in, the attack (hould be renewed, 
and he mu(t then expecl no quarter. In anfwer to 
this, he defired a (reflation ’till the next morning; 
giving for a reafon, that it was not in his power to ' 
deliver up the piece without Angria’s permiffion, 
which he was only waiting for. 

These were apparently trifling pretences to gain 
time, and to wait for an opportunity of giving the 
Alarattas poffefllon of the place ; therefore the ad- 
miral renewed the attack about four in the after- 
noon, and in lefs than half an hour the garrifon 
flung out a flag of truce. It was then expedted that 
their colours (hould be hauled down, and our troops 
admitted : but as they did not comply with this de- 
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rnand, the admimt repeated the attack &ith fo ter- 1^5. 
tibic a fire, that the garrifon cried out for mercy, 
which our troops were theft near enough ro hear dif- 
tindtly j and loon after they took poli’dkon of the 
fort. 

The lofs on both Tides was very inconfidrrab'e : 
our people found their lafety in their own bravery 
and fpnit, and by driving the enemy from their 
works with the brilknefs ot their lire. The gariilon, 
having once abandoned the batteries, were late in the 
extraordinary height and thicknd's of their walls ; 
lor all their ramparts whuh wtre not hewn out of 
the folid rock, were built of mafiy Hone, at leaft ten 
feet in length, laid endways 5 io iliac the grcatdt 
weight ot metal made no imprefiion, and would r.e 
ver have effected a breach. It is evident, therefore, 
that the garrilbn was fubdued by the very terror of 
fo unufuaJ a lire. 

There were found in the place upwards of two 
hundred guns, fix brafs mortars and a very lar^e 
quantity of ammunition of all kinds, and, in mo- 
ney and elfe&s, above one hundred and twenty thou- 
land pounds 1 lie grabs, which were burnt, confi.' - 
ed of eight ketches, and one (hip, befides two 01 hers 
which were building (one oi which was to carry forty 
guns) and a confidctalle number of lir.all vellels 
called gallivats. 

Cot one 1. Clive, with his troops on (bore, bloc- 
kaded the foi t and, at the lame time, by his poli- 
t;on, prevented the Marattas from getting politffion 
of the place in a clandclirne manner; this wasprov- 
ed to be their defgn, by «n older they nvade to the 
captains Buchanan and ferbes, of t. l ty thouland 
roupccs, if they would luffer them to pafs their 
guard j but they, rejecting the offer with mdigna- 
K ticn. 
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1755. tion, difclofcd it to colonel Clive: after which, the 
**-V“^Marattas found it as impoflible to elude the vigilance 
of the commander, as to corrupt the integrity of his 
officers. 

Soon after the fufpenfion of arms was agreed on 
and publifhed, Mr. Saunders made a complaint to 
Mr. Godcheu, defiring redrefs, on advice thatNan- 
derauze, the MaiiTore general, had taken Tinevcl- 
]y, was attackin<jMadqra, and had (lopped a quan • 
tityof our cloth. Mr. Godehcu immediately wrote 
to Nanderauze, requiring him forthwith to ceafe 
from ail hoftilities, and warning him, withal, that, 
unlefs he readily conlented to refiore every thing he 
had taken, he mull expedl to be compelled to it by 
every power that had any fenfe of juflice* and that 
none of his allies could think it confident with their 
honour to lupport him in didurbing the prefent tran- 
quillity. 

•At the fame time the King of Tanjore, infilling 
on the reftitution of fome countries which the Poly- 
gar of Marava had taken from him at the beginning 
of the war, was on the point of proceeding to hofli- 
lities ; but, by our intervention, the Polygar deli- 
vered up the countries, and fatisfied the King. 

He then demanded of Tondeman two fmall dif- 
tridls, which he thought were unjullly didfevered 
from his kingdom •, for his minider Monagee, in 
confideration of his having been a Hided in a favou- 
rite enterprize by this Polygar, had formally made 
them over to him in the name of the King his maf* 
ter, without his confcnt or knowledge. Captain 
Caillaud was fent to learn the truth of this matter ; 
and alfo, if polfible, to reconcile the difference. 
He had firft an interview with Monagee, who con- 
fefled to him, that he had privately made ufc of 
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the feal and authority of the King, and had, for a 17^5. 
long time, contrived to conceal this affair fiom him*, ** 
but, upon being di (graced fome years fince, he had 
taken refuge with Tondcnvan, and then it was dif- 
covered : that, fince he had been reftored to favour, 
his matter had been perpetually urging him to en- 
deavour to regain thefe countries*, and therefore, 
while the King’s jealoufy of Tondeman fubfifted, 
though he knew the diftrefs of the country in main- 
taining the troops he now kept on foot, it was un- 
fafe for him to difmifs them. He then entreated, 
with tears in his eyes, that the Englifh would not 
forfake him, declaring, that his ruin was inevitable, 
tinlefs they would find fomc way, for the prelcnt 
at leaft, to quiet the King’s impatience. 

This mediation, dextroufly managed by captain 
Caillaud, who loon afrer had an interview with the 
King, ferved to prevent hoftilitics for i time •, but 
all endeavours for an accommodation would have 
proved ineflirdual, had not the want of money to 
equip the army for the field had the defired effeft of 
maintaining peace. 

Tiie Danes, fomc time ago, afkedfrom the King 
of Tanjore an enlargement of their bounds, as pare 
of their fort was wafhed down by the fea. Being 
refufed their requeft, they marched with two hun- 
dred Europeans, five pieces of cannon, and fome 
Peons, and attacked two pagodas belonging to the 
King of Tanjore, about three miles from Trar.que- 
bar. They took one, and attempted the other with- 
out fuccefs*, for a detachment of horfe and fepoys 
having arrived there from Tanjore, had attacked 
the Danes, killed them about forty men, and wound- 
ed an hundred more *, the reft efcaped to the other 
pagoda, which they were fortifying. Thefe difie- 
K 2 rence? 
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17 r t r t . rences were alfo referred to, and accommodated by, 
the Governor and Council of Madrafs. 

The tranquillity on one fiJe of the country, was 
no lecurity to our extenlive concerns and interells in 
other pa;ts. A letter from Mr. De Leyrit, lucid - 
for to Mr. Godeheu, gave great concern to all who 
had at heart the true commercial interefts of thefet- 
dements, and the duration of the late treaty : but if 
the letters of Mr. Pc Leyrit were alarming, how 
much more was to be apprehended from the conduit 
of M. Pe Bully, who was every day enlarging the 
valuable and extenfive pofleflions which the French 
held in the north. It was now apparent, that the 
ufe they had been endeavouring to make of their in- 
fluence over the Viceroy, ever fince the truce, was 
to acquire to themfelves the dominion of all the pro* 
vinces 01 theDcckan. They began to manifeft thefe 
intentions, by making fuch exorbitant demands of 

E ofieffions from Saiabat/ing as might well alarm 
im. One, among ot ers, was, that they fhould 
be put in poffi flion of the fort of Golconda. 

In order to fliew by what means tins important 
fortrefs was fared from falling into the hands of rhe 
French, who feldom give up a point of this nature 
which they have once attempted, it will he neceflary 
to give a fhort account of one of thofc ' rebellions 
which are fo frequent in this country, that they a:c 
feldom taken notice of but for their confequcnccs. 

It was about this time that Morarow, the Mi- 
rarta freebooter, attempted to make himfclf inch -pen- 
dent, and to (Lengthen himlelf in the fort of Sava- 
nore, by the con urrence of the Nabob of that dii- 
trich Ballazerow, the chief of the Marattas, pre- 
pared to reduce him, as a rebel to that Rate, and ap- 
plied to rhe Governor of Madrafs tor fome Engliih 

gunnits. 
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gunners Before he cou 1 d receive an anfwcr to his r. 
letter, Sahbatzing, confidering alfo the Nabob of 
Savanorc as a rebel, made it A common caufe ; and, 
joining Bullazyrow, they lion obliged Moral ow to 
come out of the fort and make his fubmiflions •, not 
forgetting at the fame time, to call the Nabob of 
Savanore to account, for the proteftiun he had given 
him in his fort. 

Ttir French accompanied the Vic. roy in this ex- 
pediron, and their a flu mi ng behaviour <hd notdeape 
the difa rning eyes of Fallazerow : who looking upon 
the French as a dilgrace to the Viceroy, and a gieat. 
obltrudion to all Lis own view , remonll rated to Sa- 
labarzing the danger and flume which the influence 
of a handful of liuropcans, thus arrogantly giving 
law to a great Prince, mult bring on his charafter 
and government. 

Thf. good council of Ballazerow, as it came very 
opportunely for the preservation of the tort of Gol- 
conda, was nor thrown away. Salabatzing reprefent- 
ed the unreafonablencfs of filch a demand : he told 
M. Dc Butty, t!ut the countries which had been al- 
ready given him were more than ful]u:i< nt for the pay 
and expences of his troops, and defir. d to entertain 
them no lonpei upon Inch extravagant tcuns M. 

He Buffy replied in a haughty itile to this expoflu- 
luion, and only grew mon prefling in his demands, 
till S.tlabaizing was oblig'd to otdei 1 im immediate- 
ly to return to Pondicheiry. M. De Lulfy was 
row under a r.ccefiry 01 witkd. awing h s forces; and 
he began lvis march, as he preti ndc-d, ion Mafiuli- 
pararn, by the way of Hydiabad, the capital of Gol- 
conda. 

Upon tlie departure of M. Dc Butty, Salabat/.’ng 
wrote to the Governor of Madiais, requeuing tome 
K 3 troops, 
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troops* to prevent the French from infulting him in 
, his government. In the mean time, the French 
having committed fome diforders in the countries 
they were palling through, the Viceroy detached a 
party of Maratta horfc to keep near them on the 
road, and prevent further difturbances. M, De 
Bufiy, however, arrived fafe at Ilydrabad, and took 
polt with his troops in a large houfe in the town, 
where he ha mounted fome guns, and prepared to 
defend himfelf againlt an attack. 

M. De Bussy had fecured a good (lock of provi- 
fions of all forts, by plundering the Bazars: his 
force confifted of four hundred Europeans, and three 
or four hundred fepoys, and the French had embark- 
ed from l’ondicheiry four or five hundred men, to 
be landed at Maffulipatam, and to march from 
thence to fuccour M. De Bufiy. I he march from 
Mafiulapatam to Ilydrabad may be reckoned about 
fifteen days. 

As the French had made fo large a draft from 
Pondicherry, there was the lefs danger to our fettle- 
ments of any enterprize from thence; therefore it 
was agreed, that about four hundred Europeans, 
including the train of artillery, and four hundred fe- 
poys, might be fent with fafety to the afiiftance of- 
Salabatzing : for although M. De Bufiy, if he fhould M 
be joined by all the detachments fern from Pondi- 
cherry, would have near one thoufand men, yet, as 
he had no black troops, he would be liable to be 
continually harrafiVd and ftarved, while our party, 
joined by fifty thoufand horfe, had no fuch difficulties 
to apprehend. Salabatzing had himfelf pointed out 
the road by which our detachment fhould march, and 
fent orders to all the Polygars and other officers re- 
folding in the adjacent countries, to furnilb fufficient 
provifions. 


Every 
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Eve ft y thing bcirig thus fettled, the neccffary 
preparations were Shaking for the match of the 
troops, when the news came of the furrender of Caf* 
fcmbuzar and the danger of Calcutta. Immediately 
upon this advice, major Kilpatrick was fent with two 
hundred and fifty menfor Bengal. Frefh applications 
came from Salabatzing, and it was refolved, not- 
withftanding the detachment to Bengal, to continue 
the expedition to Golcondu, when the account came 
of the lofs of Calcutta and all the fuhordinate fac- 
tories. '1 he neceflity of re-eftahhfhing the fetrle- 
ments in Bengal fuperccded every other confidera- 
tion : therefore it was refolved, in this moll cri- 
tical conjuncture, to fend fix hundred Europeans, 
and a thoufand fepoys under the command of colo- 
nel Clive, for- that important fervice, which was 16 
happily effedled. 

As the Englifh were thus prevented from fup- 
pOrtingthe Viceroy in his meafures, lie was obliged 
to alter his refolutions, and finding that M. De Buffy 
was joined by five hundred Europeans under Mr. 
Law, he foon hearkened to terms of accommoda- 
tion -, and the French were again admitted into the 
lervice of Salabatzing. 

In confequence of this, about the beginning of 
the next year, the faftories of Ingeram, Banderma- 
lanka, and Vizagaparam, were taken by the enemy. 
As thefe events were not unforefeen, immediately 
upon the re-commencement of hollilities, the greatell 
part of the Company’s effefts were (hipped off, par- 
ticularly from the rwo former places The latter was 
by no means provided to refill fo large a force as 
M. l)e Bufly brought againft it: for lie pafied the 
Chicacole the 20th of June with fix hOndred Euro- 
peans and fix thoufand fepoys, and thirty pieces of 
cannon. He had alfo obliged the Raja to furnifli 
K 4 him 
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X yc 6 . him with four thoufand pikemen. The garrifou 
confided of one hundred and forty Europeans, and 
lour hundied and twenty fepoys and Topafies. 

On the 24th, about three in the afternoon, a large 
par y of horfe being the van of the army, approach- 
ed the town, in order to take a view of fome of the 
out works ; but being fired at from the Black Rock 
battery,. retired to a great diflanee. Next morning 
the whole army was come up within two miles, and 
a confiderable party encamped very near the town. 
In the afternoon M. De huffy fent the following 
fummons to the Chief of the fadoty. 

S I R, French Camp, June *5, 1757. 

“ It is, 1 believe, needlcfs to toll you what brings 

me before yoifr place •, but I think it neceffary to 
“ acquaint you of it, by fummoning you to fuiren- 
4< der it up, and not expofe yourfelf and your garri- 
“ Ion by a miftaken bravery, to all the fury which 
44 follows an affault or efcalade*, an evil which I 
44 (hould not be able to put a flop to, having in my 
44 army barbarous and undifeiphned nations* 

44 You will avoid this in furrendering, and may 
44 depend upon all the good treatment and genero- 
44 fity, on which my nation piques itfelf in fuch a 
44 cafe, and particularly, Sir, 

44 Your moft humble and moft obedient ftrvant, 
“DE BUSS Y.” 

A Capitulation was accepted, in which it was 
agreed to deliver up the place, the fortifications, the 
artillery, marine, and military (lores, arms, (hip- 
{loies, &c. to the company of France-, as alfo all 
that fhould be found in the different magazines be- 
longing to the hnglifti Company, 
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• The Chief, the Council, and all thofe employed 1757. 
in the Englilh Company’s fervice, the officers and /W 
all others, both civil and military, to be prifoners of 
war on their parole. 

All the foldicrs, Tailors, and other Europeans, to 
be prifoners, as long as the war fhould continue be- 
tvvten the King o( France and the King of England, 
or till they Ihould be exchanged. 

T 11 k Capture of this place gave the French the 
entire pofleflion of the cAatt from Ganjam to Maflu- 
japatam. 

While the affairs in the north took this unfavour- 
able turn, the. Company received very little benefit 
from the Tout he* in provinces, which were thought 
to have been peaceably cllabliihcd. 

' U March, 1756, advice was received from the 
Nabob, that the Polygais, who were united again ft 
his bi other Mauphus Cuvvn, had obtained levcral 
advantages over his troops, and hail blocked up a 
large party in a firong foir, between Madura and 
'1 intveily. He requelled that an European force 
might be fent to fupport his brother. It being thought 
imprudent at that time to part with any number of 
Europeans from Fort St. George, or to give the 
French a pretence for marching to the afliltanceof 
thole factious Polygars, Mahomed Ifouf Cawn, the 
Nellouie 'nibadar (who had a commiffion as com* 
mander over all the Company’s fepoysj was fent with 
a thoi.fand lepoys and the Coffrce Company from 
Tr.chiiiOpoly. 

The day before he began his match, advice was 
received that Mauphus Cawn had obtained a com- 
plect viftory over the rebels, killed the general, and 

two 
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two thoufand Colleries, and taken three hundred 
horfe, with all the baggage, guns, and fome ele- 
phants : the battle was fought within feven miles of 
Tinevelly. This viftory was fo far from producing 
the quite which might naturally be expefted from it, 
that it ferved only to enable Mauphus Cawn to put 
in execution the defign he had all along entertained, 
of making himfclf independent of his brother and his 
allies. lie accordingly began to ftir in the Tinevel- 
ly province ; having already, under falfe and frivo- 
lous pretences, obliged our, fepoys to leave the for - 
trefs of Madura. I ie could then no longer conceal 
his intentions, and therefore, without pretending to 
difguife them, he put himfelf at the head of his 
troops, refolving to oblige Ifouf Cawn entirely to 
quit the country, as he had already driven him out 
of Madura. 

In the beginning of the year 1757, captain Cail- 
laud, who then commanded in Trichinopoly, was 
ordered to march from thence to the aftiftance of 
Ilbuf Cawn, with one hundred and twenty Euro- 
peans, five hundred fepoys, and two pieces of can- 
non/ As Madura was now in the pofleffion of the 
enemy, he was obliged to take a large circuit to get 
into the Tinevelly province by another road. Mau- 
phus Cawn did all in his power to oppofe his march, 
but to no purpofe ; for, on the 1 7th of March, cap- 
tain Caillaud reached Tinevelly, and joined Ifout 
Cawn. His army then confided of a few more Eu- 
ropeans and fepoys, three additional pieces of artil- 
lery, and about five or fix hundred cavalry. With 
this force he marched in queft of Mauphus Cawn, 
whole troops confiding of cavalry, eafily made their 
cfcape among the woods. Captain Caillaud, know- 
ing it was in vain to pnrfue them in that country, 
employed himfelf more ufefully, in fettling accounts 
with the renter, and remitting fome money to the 

Company 
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Company after he had provided for the payment iy$y, 
of the army. 

Having finilhed this neceflary preliminary, he 
inarched the beginning of May for Madura the con- 
quell of which was of the greateft confcquence to 
the affairs of the two provinces, and arrived before it 
the i ah of May. It is a large town, fortified in 
the old way, with two walls, and round towers at 
proper diilanecs for flanking ( as may be feen in th« 
plan ) and a ditch. 

Mauphus Cawn had a garrifon there, and on 
hearing of the march of our troops, he threw in ano- 
ther reinforcement ; fo that, in all, they had eight 
or nine hundred cavalry, and about three thouland 
black infantry, ‘ moft of them with fire arms, four- 
teen pieces ot cannon, with powder and ammunition 
in plenty. Captain CaiUaud had no artillery with 
him-, he therefore lent to Trichinopoly for feme 
battering cannon ; and, in the mean time, was mak- 
ing all the neceflary preparations for the attack, 
when he received a letter from the Prefidency of Ma- 
drafs, acquainting him that the French were in mo- 
tion, their intentions not known, but fufpefted to 
be againft Trichinopoly v that, if this was confirm- 
ed to him, he was, before all things, to gonfult the 
falety of that place. 

He did not, however, think it neceflary, upon 
a mete repoi t, to abandon his enterprize, but re- 
folvcd to wait; and, in the mean time, made hi-s 
difpofitions for the worft that could happen •, but as 
the call for his forces might be fudden, lie took a re- 
iolution to make himfelf mailer of Madura by lur- 
prize : he was the rather encouraged to it, by ob- 
eying a place which feeined to him, on reconnoi- 
tring, very fit for an elcalade. 7 he ditch was dry, 

S the 
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jy -j, the firft wall very low, and, by intelligence from 
within, he knew it was thinly guarded; he there- 
fore made all necefiary preparations for the attempt. 

Every thing went on at firft with extraordinary 
fucccfs ; the advanced party, with their ladders, had 
got over the firft wall unperceived and unheard, and 
were pulling over the longer ladders, to mount the 
inner wall. The unavoidable noife of their arms 
and implementsS, the grating of the ladders againft 
the walls, together with the breaking of one of them, 
alarmed the centry, who immediately challenged 
6nd fired. The guard which was neareft hoifted fomc 
blue lights (acompnfition they make in that country, 
of fulphur and antimony, which throws an exceed- 
ing clear light all around) by which they faw the 
aflailants clofe under the wall, preparing for the 
efcalade, and many more on the glacis, ready to 
fupport them; the main body was in a hollow way, 
out of their fight, but within two hundred yards of 
the wall. The alarm was given in an inftant, and 
they began to fire very fmnrtly upon the walls ; none 
of the troops lay far from their pofts, fo that the 
fire encreafcd every minute, therefore the retreat was 
ordered, and pcrlormed with a very inconfiderable 
lofs; which was the more extraordinary, as the men 
were fo much expofed. 

Captain Caillaud received a letter thatver/ 
day from the Prefidency, to inform him, that they 
did not imagine the Trench had defigns on Trichi- 
nopoly, from the late intelligence received of their 
motions; and that they had lent ftom Fort St. 
George a fmall reinforcement to that garrifon : he 
therefore thought he might have time to finifli the 
fiege, when the heavy cannon ftiouhl arrive, and had 
given directions to the officer who commanded in his 
abfence at Trichinopoly, to fpare no money nor pains 
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for good intelligence, that he might be in time ap- , 75 y. 
prized ot the enemy’s defigns and motions : but, l-v-j 
notwithftanding thefe precautions, the firft intelli- 
gence he received was, that the French were in fight 
of Trichinopoly : however, as his orders obliged 
him to hold his troops in readinefs againft all events, 
his dilpofitions were made accordingly, and he began 
his march immediately on receiving the news. He 
left behind him a good part of his army to blockade 
the place, taking with him all the Europeans, and 
one rhouland of the bell lepoys, with four days pro- 
vifions in their knapfacks. 

Madura is an hundred miles from Trichinopoly, 
and the French, under the command of M. D’Au- 
teuil, had then' invdled the place. They had nine 
hundred men in battalion, three or four thoufand fe- 
poys, about one hundred Euiopean cavalry and huf- 
lars, and a much greater number of the country 
horfe. It was no fmall difficulty to get into the 
town, as the enemy knew of his march, and made, 
as they thought, a difpolition that could not fail of 
preventing him. Captain Caillaud was aware, that, 
if any misfortune ffiould befall his party, Trichino- 
poly muft inevitably be loll ; but he had an advan- 
tage in his knowledge of the country, and alfo of the 
proper methods of procuring intelligence. He had 
by this means a true account of the difpofitions of the 
French. 

They had formed themfelves in four divifions 
which made a chain quite a-crofs the plain, in the 
front of which their cavalry was advanced, and di- 
vided into fmall parties, to poflefs the roads and polls 
all round. One part they had negleded, as think- 
ing it impracticable for troops to march that way : it 
was a trad of land extending about nine miles to the 
well of the town, wholly confiding of plantations of 

rice. 



142 transactions 

i 757. rice. As the grain will not grow in this country, un- 
kfs the foil be overflowed with water, the fields mull 
of confequence be one continued dough, through 
which it is impoflible to march without being above 
the knee in mud at each ftep. Captain Caillaud 
finding, as has been laid, every other avenue flop- 
ped, refolved to take his rout by this difficult, and 
therefore unfufpe&ed, way. About two in the af- 
ternoon he fet out on the direft plain road, and con- 
tinued to purfue the fame courfe for feme miles : this 
he did to deceive the enemy, and prevent the dan- 
ger of a difeovery, if it lliould have happened that 
they had any fpies among our people. At the dole 
of the evening he Rruck out of the road, and about 
ten o’clock got into the rice fields, and, for the 
next feven hours, the troops purfued their fatiguing 
march, till the long wiffied-lor day appeared ; they 
were then within cannon fhot of the fort, which they 
foon reached, with no fmall joy and fatisfa&ion. 
Captain Caillaud had previoufly detached two com- 
panies of fepoys to the right, in order to give the 
enemy an alarm that way, and Hill keep up their at- 
tention on that fide. Thole two companies executed 
their orders perfectly well, fet the enemy in motion, 
and then retired to the woods, from whence they ea- 
fi!y found their way into the town the following 
night. 

The French could not at firll believe the party 
was got in, but were foon convinced of it, and that 
very night repafled the river, and went on the iflantl 
of Seringham. M. D’Auteuil was greatly blamed 
for his bad manoeuvre, and ordered to return to Pon- 
dicherry : upon his arrival there, the command of 
the army was taken from him. 

The manner in which the French came fo unex- 
pected upon Trichinopoly is too artful to be pafied 
over unnoticed. Tm. 
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The declaration of war in Europe had to this time l 
produced very little alteration in the affairs of the 
Coaft; for, after parting with fo confiderable a por- 
tion of our ftrength for the Bengal expedition, which 
reduced us to an equality with Pondicherry, \yc 
could not hope to obtain, by a commencement of 
hoflilities, any advantage equivalent to the cx pence 
of taking the field; and therefore our endeavours 
had been to preferve the tranquillity of the province, 
to the end that the collection of the revenues, in 
wli ich the Company had now fo great a concern, 
might not be interrupted, and the French receiving 
no fupplies from Europe to render them greatly fu- 
perior to us, had remained alfo quiet; rcaloning, no 
doubt, upon the fame principles. At laft, upon the 
arrival of two flilps, which landed at moft two hun- 
dred men, they grew impatient of repofe, and tho* 
not daring to avow their defigns, they found it no 
difficult matter to form a pretext for taking the 
field : for while the two companies, for fear o\ giv- 
ing each other alarm, forbore to quell the irregula- 
rities of the petty Governors by force of arms, thofe 
turbulent chiefs, who knew no other law than the 
fword, had made continual invafions on the coun- 
tries adjacent to their little forts, and grievoufly op* 
preffed the inhabitants with their depredations and 
exactions. 

They had praCtifed thefe outrages, with impuni- 
ty, for the reafons abovementioned, and might ftili 
have continued the fame, but that the French, to 
conceal their intended furprize of Triehinopoly, choie 
to give out that M. D’Auteuil, who marched firft 
wirh only two hundred men, had no other purpofe 
than to demand fatisfaCtion of Mecr Saib, the Cjo- 
vernor of Ellavanafore, for ravages he had com- 
mited on feme of their neighbouring villages. The 
more effectually to difguife their real defigns, they 

actually 
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actually advanced near ihc fort of Ellavanafore, ami 
being repuifed by Meer Saib, might have paid dear 
for their attempt, had not that refolute Chief receiv- 
ed a wound, of which he died a tew days after. The 
oonfternation his death occafioned, being cncreafcd 
by a reinforcement which M. D’Autcuil receivtd 
from Pondicherry, determined Mccr Saib’s brother 
to abandon the fort, and the French took pofleflion 
of it the 13th of April For the fame purpofc, al- 
fo, they pretended djfputes with Worriarpollam, 
and other places lying on that ro,d. 

\ 

M. D’Auteuii, leaving afmall garrifon at FJIu- 
vanafore, moved with the body of the army, firlt, 
to Verdachilum, where being joined by a reinforce- 
ment from Pondicherry, Karical, and all their other 
gariifons, he marched the 4th of May and encamped 
near Worriarpollam, and on the 7th made an attack 
upon one of the paflis of the woods, but was repuif- 
ed. He then accommodated matters with the l'oly- 
gars, who were matters of thofc paffes, on the pro* 
mife of a fum of money; and moved on with iuch 
expedition, that an advanced party encamped near 
Seringham the 12th; and on the 1 ,th M. D’Au- 
teuil crofted the liver with the whole army, and took 
poll at Worriour, a pagoda two miles and a hair 
weft of Trichinopoly. 

The defigns of the French, which had been fug- 
gefted by private intelligence, were now too appa* 
lent therefore, on the nth of April, a reinforce- 
ment of fifty men was ordered from 1 ort St. David, 
to march with all Ipecd to Trichinopoly, 

The great confluence of that place, from the 
ftrength of the fortification, the large trad of coun- 
try it commands, as it may be called the key to Ma- 
dura and Tinevelly, and, above all, the number 

of 
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of four hundred French prifoners which were there 1757. 
confined, determined the Prefidency of Madrafs, up- 
on the firft news of the march of the enemy from 
Worriarpollam, to make all the efforts in their power 
for its iafety. 1 hey could take their meafurcs with 
the lefs rilque, fince the French had drained .;ll their 
garrifons lb far, that Pondicherry itfelfwas Eft with 
very few Europeans fit fur duty : therefore, having 
already fent a detachment from Fort St. David to 
Trichinopoly, in order to caufe a diverfion, they pre- 
pared three hundred Europeans to march from Ma- 
drafs, with live hundred fcpoys, to be joined by a 
party under colonel Forde. "1 he colonel had been 
lent, at the requelt of the Nabob, againit his * bro- 
ther NazeabuLla Cawn, Governor ot Nelloure-, who 
having refuted to be accountable for his arrears, had 
entered into a correfpondence with the French Chief 
at Mallulipatam, and procured from him an affifiance 
of feventy or eighty military, and iome iepoys. Ab- 
dul Vahob Cawn, who was left there with the Na- 
bob’s troops, not being able to colled: money to 
pay them, was obliged to come away, fo that Na- 
zeabulla Cawn had the entire pofl'ellion of the cuun- 
try. He had not admitted the French party into the 
fort, but kept them with his army, which he then 
employed in liibeiuing the ne : ghbouring Poly gars. It 
was to be fcaicd tncy would find an opportunity of 
taking poffeffion of the tort, unlefs we took lome 
Iteps to prevent them •, for Nazcabulla Cawn, in re- 
turn for the afliltance received from the French, had 
already made over to them fomc fharc of his coun- 
try, and particularly the ports of Ramahatam and 
Kiftnapacam 5 places with which the Madrafs mer- 
chants have a confiderable commerce. 

Colonel Forde was ordered to Ndloure with a 
detachment of one hundred Europeans, fifty Cof- 

* He was a natural Ton of the Nabobs father. 

1/ frees. 
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1757. frees, and three hundred fepoys; with two field- 
-v— ' picas one eighteen pounder, and three royals. The 
lepoys weic lent over land to Kiftnapatam, and co- 
lonel l orde proceeded by lea, with the reft of the 
detachment, for the fime place, where he difembark- 
ed the troOj s, and was joined by the fepoys, and 
Abdul Vahob Cawn ; who, after the ufual delays of 
thofe people, fupplied him, at laft, with bullocks 
and other ncceffaries for his march. 

The fort ofNellourc, which is twelve miles from 
Kiilnapatam, is about twice as large as Madrafs. 1c 
lias five gates, two large and three fmall ones, and 
is ftirroundid by a mud wall, which is very broad at 
the bottom, and about three feet thick on the top of 
the rampart. It is almoft iiirrounded by a dry ditch, 
txcept on the north fide, where is a river, which in 
the rainy fcafon only, has water in it. 

Colonel Forde having battered the fort three 
days, at length made a pra&icable breach on the 5th 
of May, and began the aflault at break of day, in 
the following order: The Coffrees, enfign Elliot at 
their head, marched with great refolution to the foot 
of the breach, three companies of fepoys followed 
them very clofe till they came within fixty paces of 
the breach, and then lay down in a ditch, and could 
not be prevailed on to advance a ftep farther, fo that 
the Europeans were obliged to march over them to the 
breach*, where joining the Coffiees, they advanced 
to the top of it*, but were lb warmly received by the 
people in the fort, with pikes, firelocks, and ftones, 
tlr.it it was impofiible for them to get over. In this 
fmiation the fight was continued three quarters of an 
hour, and then the fepoys ran away as fall as they 
could towards our battery. The colonel, now con- 
vinced that nothing could be done with his force, dc- 
ferted by the fepoys, againft 1b gallant a defence, or- 
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dered a retreat, which was concluded with fuch good 
order, that not a man was hint after they had left 
the attack ; but, while they continued in the breach, 
the a&ion was uncommonly briik. Our p< opie be- 
haved with great refolution, and had forty killed and 
wounded, with about fifty CofFrecs and lepoys : all 
thefe men were wounded in fuch a manner as to be 
rendered unfit for prdent a&ion ; but there were 
i'carce any of the aflailants who came off without 
bruifes and contuftons, from Hones, pikes, or clubs; 
for, with fuch weapons, numbers of the people in the 
place oppoled and greatly incommoded them. 

Colonel Forde, having no dcpendance on any 
but his own people, and thofe being greatly reduced, 
and alfo part of -the ammunition expended, he flop- 
ped all farther proceedings till he heaid from the Pre- 
fitlency of Madrafs, whom he immediately acquaint- 
ed with the foregoing particulars. At the time thefe 
advices arrived at Madrals, the french were encamp- 
ed nearer to that place than our tioops would be 
when before Nelloure •, therefore it was judged more 
prudent to give up that undertaking, than to hazard 
a detachment to the northward; whueas, by march- 
ing to the fouthward, they could at once prevent the 
defignsof the enemy on Trichinopoly, and fcrve as a 
barrier between them and Fort St. Ocorge ; therefore 
they lent out three hundred Europeans to the lbuth- 
ward, and difpatched orders to colonel Forde to join 
them with all his force. 

While the neceflary preparations were making for 
the march of the forces from Madrafs, captain Polier 
was ordered from Chengalaput and Carangoly, ro en- 
deavour to reduce Outivmjlour, a fort poilefled by 
the French, fituated about fifteen miles from Chen- 
galaput, and eight from Carangoly. On the ap- 
proach of the party from Carangoly, the French gar* 
L 2 11 foil 
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1757. rifon, which confided only of Dpoys, abandoned 
the fort before captain Polier’s arrival : he left about 
forty fepoys in charge of it, and then returned to- 
wards Cheugalaput, near to which he encamped, in 
readinefs to join the army from Fort St. George. By 
this time the French ganifon of Alhmparva, being 
reinforced by fca from Pondicherry, fo as to make 
up about one hundred Europeans and Topaffes, and 
three hundied fepoys, marched from thence, and re- 
took Outrcmalour. 

Colonel Adlercron, refolving to command in 
perfon the intended expedition for the relict of Tri- 
chinopoly, marc hed from Fort St. George the 26th; 
and, left the French redoubts of Waldour and Vil- 
lenour Ihould caule any delay in his pafting by the 
dired road to Fort St. David, he took the rout of 
Cheugalaput and Wandcwafii; and as he judged it 
net efiary to halt at fomc place for colonel Fordc to 
come up wit ii his party, it was recommended to 
him to employ that fpare time in a fecond redudion 
of Outrcmalour, and in demolifhing that fort. It 
was hoped that they might then be able to garrifon 
Chc-ngalaput and Carangoly, in fuch manner as to 
cover all thofe diftrids j which, thus proteded, \Vould 
bring a confulerable revenue to the Company. On 
the approach of colonel Adlercron, the garrifon eva- 
cuated the place, and threw themfelves into Wande- 
wadi. 

While the colonel was detained at Outremalour, 
in deftroying the fortifications of that place, he re- 
ceived letters from the Prefidency, to acquaint him, 
that, fince captain Caillaud had fucceeded in throw- 
ing luccours into Trichinopoly, they were no longer 
in pain for that fort ; and therefore requefted him 
immediately to invert the fortrefs of Wandcwalh, 
and to pufti the attack with the utmoft vigour, that 
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he might get pofleffion of it before the French army 1757. 
could come to its relief. They were urgent for this 
undertaking, on account of the Governor’s behavi- 
our, who had paid the Nabob no tiibute fir.ee the 
year 1752 ; and alio, during that time, had been a 
conftant favourer of the French, who, under cover 
of that lore, had been enabled to nuke the molt 
fuddrn incurfions into all the diftricts of the dvr cot 
province. 1 he reduction of this tort refs would not 
only have } re vented th s inconvenience for the fu- 
ture, but the place itfeit would have been of the 
utmoft conlequt nee to the Nabob and his allies, as 
being produftivr t f large revenues, and allb capable 
of ferving as a barrier for the neighbouring coun- 
tries. 

Colonel Adler cron marched with the army 
on the £;th of June to Wandc»\ afh, and the next 
day entered the town ; bur, before the heavy can- 
non could come up, the greatelf part of the French 
army from Trich nopoiy icaclud Pondicherry, and 
marched out again to the relief of \\ andewalh : 
whereupon colonel Adicrcron, judging it impradli- 
cable to execute the plan which had been concerted 
at Madrafs, rHblved to wait for directions from 
thence*, and, in t’ e nv. :«n time, withdrew from the 
town, and en- am} eJ a Fw n iks off. The Prcfi- 
dency, being lenfc le that the t oiled ed force of the 
French would exceed our numbers, could not rea- 
fonably hope to obtain any co.ifiderable advantage 
by keeping the field, and were therefore defirous of 
putting an end to the expence; accordingly, they 
wrote to colonel Adlercron to leturn vvith the army to 
Madrafs. They imagined that the French would al- 
fo confider, that our force was fufficient to obftrud 
any attempt on their fde, and would therefore rccal 
their troops to Pondicherry. 
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j j - j t Bf.forf. colonel Adlercron began his march for Ma- 
drais, the enemy’s army had reached Wandewafli ; and, 
a very few hours after he left Outremalour, a party of 
French took polfeffion of it. Notwithftanding the 
enemy moved fo clofe alter him, colonel Adlercron 
neither adviled the Prefidcncy of their proceedings, 
nor waited to (lop their progrefs, but continued his 
inarch towards IViadrafs: the confrquencc of which 
was, that, on the very day he left Chengalaput, they 
made a forced march from Outrcmalour to Conjeve- 
ranv, plundered the town, and attacked the fort, or 
walled pagoda; which was, however, fo well de- 
fended by a lerjeani and two companies of lepoys, 
that they were repulfed, with the lofs of an officer and 
iix Europeans killed, and about ten wounded. 
When this news reached Madrafs the army was ar- 
rived within lix miles of that place. The Governor 
and Council thought it highly ncccfiary they fhoultl 
immediately march again, to proteft their poffeflions 
from further devaluations. 

Colomei. Dawrfnce, who on every occafion 
fhtwed the molt earned difpofition to contribute in 
any fhape to the advancement of all military opera- 
tions, offered to join the army as a volunteer; and, 
when it was imagined Trichinopoly would have ba n 
the fcenc of aflion, his intention was to proceed with 
the troops from Fort St. David for the defence of 
that place. Afterwards, when the French army re 
turned from Trichinopoly* and were colle&cd at 
Wandewafli, he offered to embark with all the men 
that could be fpared from Fort St. David, and to 
land at Sad raft, in order to join the army in the molt 
expeditious manner. Being fenfible how much his 
abilities and experience would contribute to the regu- 
lation ami good conduit of the army, and judging 
b'ort St. David to be free from all danger, as the 

whoic 
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whole French force was on the other fide, the Prefi- 
dency approved of this propofol, and colonel I.aw- 
rence accordingly landed near Sadrafs, with about one 
hundred men, the 2 2d of June, three days after the 
march of the army, which he joined on the other 
lidc of Chengalaput. 

The army then advanced towards the enemy, and 
took poft the 10th of July within four miles of 
them. The French wire lirongly intrenched about 
a mile from Wandewafh. As their troops were ma- 
ndcftly d Icon ten ted, which a j .peared by their fre- 
quent defertion, and our men were all in good fpi- 
ms and eager for an engegemenr, all poffible endea- 
vours were 11 fed to induce the enemy to come out of 
their entrenchments. On the r 7th fume of the Na- 
bob’s horle, fupported by a fmall party of Euro- 
peans, were lent within cannon (hot of their camp, 
in hopes that a detachment would be lent outagainit 
r’ cm, and a general aftion brought on by that means, 
hut all was in vain ; and, as their inttenchments 
were defended by fcveral batteries, and they hail a 
great frperiority alfo in the number of their troops, 
it v. cs judged that they ccu'ld not be attacked in fuch 
^ p«T without too much hazard, 'I he continuance 
01 the army in their encampment in this (late of in- 
aftion, was only a ufelefs expence ; therefore, to re- 
duce it as far as prudence would admit, colonel Ad- 
lercron was defired to fend part of the army to Chen- 
galaput and Carangoly, and the remainder to Conje- 
veram. 'I his place, being fituated in the center of 
our pofiefllon, was a convenient ftation for the troops 
to move from, which ever way the enterprises of the 
enemy might make it neceffary. 

The enemy remained about Wandewafh till the 
20th of September, when they moved againft Chet- 
teput will; a body of eighteen hundred Europeans. 

L 4 Nisrur 



I 5 2 TRANSACTIONS, &c. 

^757* Nizar Mahomed Cawn, affifted with a feijeant and 
fixteen men from Fort St. George, defended the 
place to the laft extremity, and even after the enemy 
had got pofleffion of the fort he fought them in the 
ftreets till he was killed with a mufket ball ; his fa* 
mily then deftroyed thcmfelves, and a vafl (laughter 
was made among his troops This obftinate defence 
colt the befiegers alfo a great number of men. 

The French withdrawing from the neighbour* 
hood of Trichinopoly, left captain Caillaud at liberty 
to proceed for the reduction of Madura ; but, as the 
enemy found employment for all the troops that 
could be fpared from Madrafs, it was impoffible to 
reinforce him with fuch a flrength as (hould fecure 
him fuccefs. Without waiting for farther fupplies, 
he took with him fuch a force as he thought might 
be fpared from Trichinopoly without weakening the 
garrifon too much, and marched the 27 th of June, 
with ninety military, four hundred fepoys, and two 
twenty-four pounders; with thefe he joined lieute- 
nant Kumbold, who had maintained his port before 
Madura with the Coffrees and fepoys left under his 
command. It took up feme days to make the need’- 
fary preparations for ere&ing a battery, which was 
opened on the 9 th, and a breach made before noon. 
Captain Caillaud thought it advifeablc to aflault the , 
breach without delay, left the befieged (hould throw 
up fome works within during the night. 

The difpofition being made, he began the attack 
at two in the afternoon ; but the breach was fo vigo- 
roufly defended, that the belt of his troops were ci- 
ther killed or difabjed in the attempt ; the reft fell 
back, and it was impoflible to prevent a general re- 
treat, or to perfuade the remains of the army to a fe- 
cond attack : neither was it advifeable, at a time 
when the befieged were elated with having killed and 

wounded, 
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wounded upon this occafion, between thirty and 1757. 

forty Europeans and Coffrees, and a hundred 

poys. 

Captain Caillaud refolving to wait for an op- 
portunity to renew his attempt, in the mean time* 
made the prop: r difpofitions for reducing the place by 
famine ; buc as this mi thod might take up fo much 
time as to prolong his fLy till the arrival of the 
French rlcet, he eagc-ly caught at th».' firft opening 
for a treaty, and t ough the ropofals of Mauphus 
Cawn's people were molt exorbitant, he did not 
rafhly njeft them, but l y degrees abat ; ng the terms* 
reduced them at length to a hundred and feventy 
thoufand roupt-ts. He the n com hided the bargain, 
and Madura was delivered up to him juft attlv time 
that the French fleet arrived. This event making it 
neceffary to provide for the defence of ill thegarri- 
fons ; ordets were lent to withdraw the tra ps from 
the 1 ineveliy country, anu captain Cadlaud returned 
to Trichinopoly ; kavmg a large garrifon of fepoys 
at Madura, Under the command ot Ifouf C'awn. 

Mauphus Cawn being now mafter of all the re- 
venue of Tinevdly, the diltri. ts of Madura alone 
were not fufficknt to defray the expence of maintain- 
ing the fort. 

The Coast was at this time in danger of being 
difturbed by otur powers as well as the French. 

The Marattas, who are continually traverfing 
thefe immenfc countries with their vart bodies of 
liorfe, in a moft incredible manner, having, within 
the laft two years, conquered large dilhifts in many 
parts of the Deckan, had alfo entered the kingdom 
of Maiffore, and at each time carried away upwards 
of thirty lack of roupccs. The Narnia Balazerow, 
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in his return, poffefied himfelf of the fort and coun- 
try of Serah, the next province to Cadapah. He left 
Balaventerow, his general, with about eight thou- 
fand horfe, at Cadanattam, a place about eighty 
rrtijes from Arcot. His orders were to demand the 
Qbout of the Arcot and Trichinopoly countrie^ 
which had been unpaid for fome years part. For 
this purpofe he fent a Vakeel to the Nabob, and ano.«jj 
ther to Pondicherry. Balazerow made a demand of 
forty lack of ioupecs ; but, upon the reprefentation 
of the Nabob, who deferibed to the Vakeel the (fate 
of his country for fome years part, and allured him 
that notonly the whole revenues of the diftrifts in 
his poffeflion, but every roupee he could borrow be- 
fides, had been fpent in oppoling the defigns of the 
French,' who would otherwife have fubdued the 
whole Carnatick, the Vakeel reduced the demand to 
three lack; and, upon the Nabob’s further inftances, 
to two lack and a half, one half to be paid immedi- 
ately, the other in one month. The Nabob thought 
this a more rcafonablc accommodation than could 
have been expefted ; but not being able to raife that 
fuin himfelf, recommended to the Prefidency to con- 
lent to thefe terms, and advance the money. The 
low (late of their treafury put it out of their power 
to comply with this requeft ; nor could they, at any 
time, with prudence, pay fuch a film upon a mere 
demand, without making fome agreement, or terms 
of alliance, for the good of their affairs. In hopes 
to gain time, as flips from Kurope were every day 
expedted, they wrote to the Maratta Vakeel at Arcot, 
defiling him to come and fettle the affair in difpute 
atMadrafs; and, at the fame time # recommended 
to the Nabob to accompany him. 

Although the Vakeel had told the Nabob that 
the French had offered four lack of roupees to the 
Maratta general, to engage him in their alliance, and 

hinted, 
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hinted, that the confcauence of our not complying 
immediately with the terms offered, would be the 
ruin of the countries in our poffeffion, yet it was not 
apprehended that the Nanna had impowered this of- 
ficer to proceed to fuch extremities : neither could If 
fuppofed that the French were able to make goo it 
large an offer as four lack, having reduced their 
Own finances to as low an ebb as thole of their ne igh- 
bours ; but it is natural to the Moors, ' in all their 
tranfaftions, to mix a proportion of falffiood, and, if 
they fancy they can carry their point by it, they pride 
themfdves in the conceit of their art and cunning. 

The Nabob arrived at Madrafs the 8th of Au- 
guft, 1757, with Amoortarow, the Maratta Vakeel, 
and fome day.s were employed in reprelenting to 
Amoortarow the vaft expcnce which the Nabob and 
the Company had been at to preferve the country 
from the entire dominion of the French *, but the en- 
deavours of the Prcfidency, by that argument, to 
avoid the payment he demanded, were fruitlefs, and 
all their rcmonftrances of very little weight, the Na- 
bob having ablolutely engaged with Amoortarow, 
before he left Arcot, to pay the fum of two hun- 
dred and fifty thoufand roupees. Whenever it was 
propofed to Amoortarow to abate in his demand, 
his anfwer was, conftantly, that he had the Nabob’s 
promile, and Ihould get the money from him. The 
Maratta ieemed determined, in cale it was not paid, 
to lay wafte the countries in the poffeffion of the 
Nabob and the Company, which was certainly in the . 
power of an army of eight thoufand horfe. Such 
a force was then within eighty miles of Arcot, and 
might have feized a fum far exceeding their demand, 
as it was the time of the * Tripety feaft, during which 

• Tripety is a pagoda Jituatcd upon a hill about one hundred 
and fifty miles N. N. W. of Madrafi. It is held in the fame ve- 
neration by the Gcntoos, as Mctxa is by the Mahometans. An 
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folemnity the greateft part of the revenues are ufual* 
ly collected at the pagoda. The Prefidency there- 
fore agreed, upon thele confiderations, to enable the 
Nabob to pay the funi in queftion, by allowing it to 
be deduced out of the fecond half of his alignment 
(jr eight lack to the Company. 

Notwithstanding the power of the Marattas 
was fo well known, and had been of late fo univer- 
Tally felt, fuch is the reftlefs fpirit of all the Indian 
as well as Moorifh Chiefs, that Morarow, who had, 
not long fince, brought himfelf and the Nabob of 
Savanore to the necefiity of imploring pardon from 
the Nanna, was now propofing a league, between 
himfelf, the Nabobs of Cadapah and Canoul, ami 
the King of Maifiore, with intent to retake Serah 
from the Nanna, and prevent his getting any foot- 
ing in the Carnatick. Could this treaty have been 
accomplifhcd with any profpedt of fuccefs, it mult 
be granted, that it might have been a glorious bar- 
rier againft the inroads of that deftru&ive power. 
The propofal was Jpecious, and would have had the 
approbation, and, podlbly, the concurrence of the 
Englilh, could it have been confidcrcd as a fyftem of 
cool and lafting policy ; but it was rather to be fuf- 
pe&cd of having its foundation in ambition or re- 
venge, and as it proved, was only a means of pro- 
voking the Marattas to make thole countries the feat 
of war, and of throwing them the fooner into thei* 
hands. Upon the firft advice of this intended confe- 
deracy, Balaventarow marched againft the Nabob of 
Cadapah, and killing him in a battle, took the greateft 


annual feafl is held atTripcty, in the month of September, at 
wh.ch time a great number of devotees refort to the pagoda ; rhJ 
from the prefents made by fuch a multitude of votajies, a large re- 
venue accrues to the Nabob. None but Gcntoos, of different 
tiibes, are permitted to afeend the facred hill on which the pa- 
goda Hands. 

part 
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part of the country into his own hands ; but Abdul , 
Mahomed Cawn, with fome of the relations and 
troops of the late Nabob, throwing themfelves into 
Sydoat fort, maintained themfelves for a time; but 
were at luft obliged to accommodate with the befiegers 
fer a fum of money, and the delivery of half the 
country to the Marattas. 

During the time thefe tranfaflions were on foot, 
Amoortarow the Vakeel, with a part of the Maratta 
troops, went againft Trepalour, which is alfo in the 
dependency of Cadapah ; but he was lefs fuccefsful 
than his matter, for having attempted an affault, he 
met with fo vigorous a repulfe that great part of his 
forces were cut off, and himfclf mortally wounded 
and carried prifoner to the fort, where he died a few 
days after. I he Marattas, during their ftay in thofc 
parts, collected fevera] fums of money from the dif- 
ferent Polygars to the northward ; and then went oft* 
towards Poona, to join Balazerow. 

From thefe, and many more inftances, it has been 
(hewn how great a check the Marattas have been 
upon the Moorifh Government, and that it is owing 
to their arms alone that the Mahometans have been* 
prevented from the ufurpation of the whole pe- 
ninlula. 

As the Moors arc a luxurious people, in a few 
years of peace they grow enervated by their de- 
baucheries, and (bon degenerate into (loth and effe- 
minacy. It may alfo be added, that a general cor- 
ruption of manners, and treachery to one another, 
would greatly conduce to render them an eafy prey 
to the Marattas, whenever they (hould take the refo- 
lution to expel them the country. And though there 
is not a Governor, in the higheft rank of power and 
independency, but what (tiles himfelf, a thoufand 
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l 757 * ^ mc5 * n the ordinary tranfadlions of the day, The 
sr/v Slave of the Mogul, there is not one of them in 
the whole empire that pays the lead regard to the 
mod folemn, orders of that monarch, or that will 
march his troops to quell any dangerous commotion, 
or dir for the preservation of the life or throne of his 
matter. 

The only balance to the power of the Marattas is 
a race of northern people, inhabiting the mountains 
of Candahar, commonly known in India by the name 
of Pattans, though they are more generally called Ag- 
wans on the other fide of the country ; and under 
that name conquered Ifpahan in the year 1722. They 
arc Mahometans, yet no lefs enemies to the Moorifh 
Government than the Marattas, or other Indians. 
They are faid to have been defeended from an anci- 
ent colony of Arabians, who entered the country four 
hundred years before Tamerlane, and built the city 
of Mafifulipatam ; from thence extending their con- 
queds northward, they founded Patna in Bengal, and 
at lad over-ran the whole country to the wed, and 
were mailers of Delli when Tamerlane firft appeared 
in India. As they were always reckoned good fol- 
diers, they are now confidered as the very bed in- 
fantry in the whole empire ; and it is natural to fup- 
pofe they ftiould be fuch, fince they have been inha- 
bitants of the northern mountains. 

This warlike nation made themfelvcs formidable 
to Nadir Shaw, in his march; and* after that con- 
queror had left the Mogul empire in the weak and 
indefenfiblc date to which he had reduced it, the Pat- 
tans invaded it, on a luppofition that it was then in 
too low a condition to be able to refid the force 
which they at that time thought was fuflicient to 
bring againd it. 


As 
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PATTANS, 

As foon as the Emperor was apprized of their 
march, he aflcmbled his council, and, fitting on his 
throne, furrounded by his generals and twenty-two 
principal Omrahs, held in his hand a betel, which, 
according to the cuftom of the country, he offered to 
that chief who fliould immediately engage to take the 
command of the army and repulfe the enemies of his 
country. So univerfal was the effeminacy or treacheiy 
of the courtiers, that not one of them advanced to 
take the betel as a pledge of their fidelity ; which 
the young Prince, being then about eighteen, obferv- 
ing with extreme concern, prefented himfelf to his 
father, with earned entreaties that he might be per- 
mitted to receive it. 

His father refufed it him, reprefenting to him, 
that it was not proper for the heir of the empire to 
expofe himfelf in fo perilous an enterprize, while 
there were fo many experienced generals more fit for 
that fcivicc. On the other hand, the Omrahs all 
maintained, that, as his fon had offered to take the 
betel, he alone fhould put himfelf at the head of the 
troops-, and joining with the Prince in foli citations, 
prevailed at length upon the Emperor, who imme- 
diately gave his orders for the raifing of three hun- 
dred thoufand men. 

The Omrahs, withdrawing from court, entered in- 
to a confpiracy, and gaining the Chiefs of the fevc- 
ral corps which compofed this army, fo haftily af- 
fcmbled, concerted with them to betray the Prince. 

The young hero, being informed of the plot that 
was laid againft his life, ? little before he gave battle 
to the Pattans, had the addrefs privately to fecure the 
pcrlons of thofe treacherous commanders ; he then 
attacked the enemy, and, gaining a complete vidtory, 
obliged them to quit the country by a prccipit :te 
6 flight. 
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17/57. flight. While the Prince was t’hus glorioufly deliver- 
ing his country from the Pattans, the confpirators 
in the capital caufcd it to be reported, that he was 
fallen in battle, and, entering the palace, feized on 
the Emperor, and llrangled him, giving out that 
he had poifoned himfclf in ^ fit of defpair, occafion- 
ed by the lofs of the battle and the death of his Ion. 
This horrible afiaffination could not be concealed 
from the Prince, who was now returning in triumph 
to Delli. He was fenlible of the danger that threa- 
tened his own life from lo formidable a confpirary, 
and, to avoid it, adopted the ftratagem which ins 
greatgrandfather Aurenzeb praclifed on another or- 
cafion. He appeared inconfolable for the lofs of liis 
father, pretending to believe that he died a natural 
death : he tore otf his garments, and took the lu- 1 
bit of a Fakccr, declaring publicly, that he renounc- 
ed the world, and that he would never more have 
concern in the government. 

A Court of juflice for a ftatc criminal is a thing 
unheard of in thefe lawlefs governments ; and thc*c 
is no way of punifhing a traitor, but by turning 
aguir.lt him his own arts of treachery and deceit. 

The Prince afted his part fo well, that he deceiv- 
ed the confpirators, who went out to meet him, with 
affurances of thfcir rcadinefs to acknowledge him for 
their matter and King. He received them with a 
declaration of his intentions to give up the crown, 
and even to retire from the world. He told them, 
that, as it was.ncccffary fo vaft an empire Ihould not 
be deftitute of a head, he mutt entreat their aflift- 
ancc to diredt him in the choice of an emperor, de- 
firing that they would aflemblc in his palace th«:t 
evening, to deliberate on this important affair. The 
Omrahs retired, flattering themfelves that they 
Ihould now have an opportunity of fetting up a crca- 
1 t.: “ 
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ture of their own; wht$ Amet Shaw, for that was 175^. 
the name of the young Emperor, entered the royal v 
palace, and prepared <Lanumber of trulty pcrlons, 
whom he plated on earn fide of the doors of the fe- 
veral avenues which led to his inner court. 

The entrance to the apartments of Eaftern Princes 
is fo difpofed, with a view to prevent the fudden ir- 
ruption of afiaflins, that there is no approaching the 
prefence chamber but through long oblique pafiages, 
wherein, at intervals, there are recedes for the porting 
of guards. This contrivance at once fecures the mo- 
narch from the attempts of the mod determined vil- 
lains; and, at the fame time, affords him an oppor- 
tunity for executing his purpofes on thofc who have 
I incurred his difpleafure. 

Every thing being difpofed for the reception of 
the Omrahs, they were each introduced, as they 
arrived, to thefe fatal avenues; and, as they (loop* 
ed to pafs the curtains, which are generally kept 
lowered, they were feized by the guards, and im- 
mediately received the juft reward of their crimes. 

Thus the Emperor Amet Shaw eflablifhed him- 
felf, for a while, in the quiet pofiefiion of the throne, 
by triumphing at once over his foreign and domeftic 
enemies. But it was not long before the peace of 
Delli was more fatally difturbed ; for the Pattan 
Chief retiring to Lahore, in a little time aflemblcd 
a much more formidable army, and entering Delli, 
gave up the town to be plundered three days by his 
Joldiers. In the mean time, he took to himfelf all 
that was to be found in the royal treafury, and re- 
quired of the collectors of the public revenues, that 
they fhould be accountable to him for all they had 
received. He then marched home, being fuppof- 
ed to have taken away more riches, except jewels, 

M than 
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1757. than Nadir Shaw carried out of the country. He 
s/yv made no revolution, and, it is faid, no alteration in 
the government of Indoll an, and yet he afiumed a 
kind of fovereignty over it ; but when he returned 
to Lahore, he drew a line from north to fouth, af* 
fuming to himk If avail extent of country to the 
weft of that line, which was before, at lcaft nomi- 
nally, dependent on the empire of Indoftan; there 
he left his fon Timur as Governor of his new domi- 
nions, and gave no fuithir difturbunce to Indoftan 
till the year 1 757. 

Before we enter on the moft important of all the 
military operations on the Coromandel coaft, it may 
be ufeful to take a view of the ftrength of the rc- 
fpedtive Companies. 

The French had nineteen hundred Europeans on 
the coaft, exclufive of thole with M. Dc Bufly, be- 
fore the arrival of their fquadron in September. This 
fleet brought a reinforcement of one thouland mili- 
tary, which, added 10 a number of Tailors that were 
landed, nearly com pleated three thoufand five hun- 
dred men. The Englilh having no more than one 
thouland three hundred of the Company’s troops, 
had encrealed them by cnlifting three hundred and 
thirty-four of colonel Acilercron’s regiment, wnen 
that officer, with his corps, was ordered home; 
and as the China (hips brought them only eighty- 
four foldiers, their whole force amounted to no more 
than one thoufand fix hundred and eighteen men. 

In confideration of this vaft fuperiority on the part 
of the enemy, the Prefidcncy judged it neceflary to 
fufpend all operations of the field, and keep the 
troops collected in the feveral garrifons. Conform- 
ably to this plan, they drew the army from C’onjevc- 
ram into Madrafs, ordered back major Holier, who 

was 
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was marched to the northward, to proteft Tripcty 
again ft the threatened attack of Na/eabulla Cawn 
from Nelloure; and di reded captain Caillaud (who 
having taken pofleflion of the foie of Madura, was 
preparing to march for Tinevelly) to return to Tri- 
chinopoly with all his Europeans, and as many lc- 
poys as he fhould think neceffary ; leaving Ilouf 
Cawn, with the reft of the fepoys, to proted Ma- 
dura and Tinevelly. 

While we continued thus waiting the motions of 
die French, and furprized that they fhould remain 
inadive for fo many months after the taking of 
Chettepuc, .a fleet of eleven fail, commanded by M. 

D’Ache, appeared off Fort St. David early in the 
morning of the 28th of April: two of them pro- 
ceeding to Pondicherry, landed M. Lully, while fc- 
ven anchored in Fort St. David’s road, and two far- 
ther off to the eaftward. The Bridgewater and Tri- 
ton being furrounded in St. David’s road, were oblig- 
ed to run afhore, in order to lave their crews and 
ftores. Next morning a large detachment from Pon- 
dicherry entered the bounds of fort St. David, and 
were to have been joined by the troops from the , 
fliips ; but the unexpected appearance of the Eng- 
lilh fquadron to the fouthward at the fame inftant, 
putting them into confufion, prevented the dilem- 
barkation. 

Admiral Pocock being joined by commodore 
Stevens, who arrived in Madrafs road on the 24th 
of March, with the Elizabeth, Yarmouth, Wey- 
mouth, and Ncwcaftle, on the 28th hoifted his flag 
on board the Yarmouth, and, after having put the 
fquadron in the beft condition poilible for the fea> 
failed on the 17th of April, in oulcr to get to wind- 
ward of Fort St. David, to intercept the French 
M 2 fquadron, 
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fquadron, which, by intelligence, he had rcafon to 
'expedt. 


His whole force now con lifted of the Yarmouth, 
fixty-four guns, five hundred and forty men, cap- 
tain John Harrifon; the Elizabeth, fixty-fourguns, 
four hundred ninety-five men, commodore Stevens, 
captain Kcmpcnfelt, his captain ; the Cumberland, 
fixty-fix guns, five hundred and twenty men, captain 
Brereton; the Weymouth, fixty-guns, four hun- 
dred and twenty men, captain Nicholas Vincent; the 
Tyger, fixty guns, four hundred men, captain Tho- 
mas Latham ; the Newcaftle, fifty guns, three hun- 
dred and fifty men, captain George Legge; and the 
Salifbury, fifty guns, and three hundred men, captain 
John Somerfet; with the Queenborough and Protec- 
tor (torefhips. 


The 28th at noon the admiral made Negapatam, 
and the next morning, at half an hour paft nine 
o’clock, in running dowp to St. David’s, faw feven 
Ihips in that road getting under fail, and two cruiz- 
ing in the offing, which, by their not anfwering his 
fignal, he concluded were enemies, and made the fig- 
nal for a general chare. They then flood off fhore 
to the call ward, under top-fails, with the wind at 
fouth ; and at noon, being joined by the two Ihips 
in the offing, and forming the line of battle a-head, 
with the (larboard tacks on board, the admiral found 
it ntceflary to make the fignal to form his line alfo ; 
and when all his fliips came lip and got into their fta- 
tion, which was a little before three o’clock in the 
afternoon, and nearly within random (hot of the 
enemy, who continued under their top- fails, he bore 
down upon the Zodiaque, on board of which (hip 
M. D’Ache wore a cornette at the mizen-topmalt 
head, keeping a little a head of him. The French 
began tQ fire upon him as he approached them: 

not- 



NAVAL OPERATIONS. 

notwithftanding which, he forbore to throw out the 
fignal for engaging till he came within half mufleet 
fhot of the Zodiaque. A little after three, perceiv- 
ing the (hips were not all got near enough to the ene- 
my, the admiral made a fignal for a clofer engage- 
ment; which was immediately complied with by the 
fhips in the van. At half an hour pad four, observ- 
ing the rear of the French line had drawn up pretty 
clofe to the Zodiaquc, he made the Cumberland, 
Newcaflle, and Weymouth’s fignals to make fail 
tip, and engage clofe. A few. minutes after, M. 
D'Aclie broke the line, and (hot up under the lee 
quarter of his fecond a-head, and then put before the 
wind : his fecond a-ftern, who kept on the Yar- 
mouth's quarter molt part of the action, then came 
up alongside, gave his fire, and bore away; the 
two other (hips in the rear came up in like manner, 
and then bore away. The admiral obferving the 
enemy’s van to bear away alfo, hauled down the fig- 
nal for the line, and made the fignal for a general 
chafe. At fix, the enemy joined two (hips about 
four miles to leeward, and at the fame time hauled 
their wind, and (food to the weftward, with the 
larboard tacks on board. 

The Yarmouth’s marts, yards, fails, and rig- 
ging, as well as the Elizabeth, Tyger, and Salis- 
bury, were damaged lb as to prevent their keeping 
up with the other (hips that were in the rear during 
the adtion, and had luffered but little. From the 
condition of the fhips, and, more efpecially, as the 
night approached, the admiral thought it n^ceflary 
to haul dole upon a wind, and rtand to the fouth- 
weft, in order, if poffible, to keep to windward of 
the enemy, in hopes of being able to engage them 
next morning, if he could be fo fortunate as to pre- 
vent their weathering him in the night. He order- 
ed the Queenborough a-head to obferve their mo* 
M 3 tions. 
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1758. tions^ and continued endeavouring to work up after 

sJ*V**> them till fix in the morning of the firll of May"; 
when finding he loft ground confidcrably, for the 
enemy had received little damage in their ligging, 
he came to an anchor about three leagues to the 
northward of Sadrafs, and fent an officer to the 
Chief of that fettlement for intelligence. From 
thence he was informed, that the Bien-Aime, of fe- 
venty-four guns, had received fo much damage in 
the aftion, that the enemy was obliged to run heron 
Ihore a little to the fouthward of Alamparvey, where 
the French iquadron was then at an anchor. The 
adtion was about feven leagues weft by north of that 
place. 

Admiral Pocock, in his letter to the Secretary 
of the Admiralty obferved, that commodore Ste- 
vens and captain Kempenfclt, captain Latham, and 
captain Somerfet, who were in the van, and alfo 
his own captain, captain Harrifon, and all the offi- 
cers and men belonging to the Yai mouth, by their 
endeavours to come to an engagement with the ene- 
my, and their condudt in action, gave him a fenfible 
fatisfadtion. 

It was confefied by feveral French officers, that 
they had fix hundred men killed in the adtion, and 
many wounded. Our lofs was only twenty nine men 
killed and thirty wounded ; which defparity can 
only be accounted for by the enemy’s endeavouring 
to difmaft our ffiips, while we fired at their hulls : 
and this will alfo account for the deftrudtion of the 
Bien-aime, and the efcape of alt the reft, who got 
fafe to Pondicherry the 5th of May, The French 
had in the engagement eight fliips of the line and a 
frigate. '1 he Zodiaque of feventy-fom* guns, on 
board of*which M. D’Ache, as it has teen faid, 
wore a cornette on the mizen top-maft head: Lc 
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Bicn-aime, alfo of fcventy four guns, Le Vengcur, 
and Le St. Louis of fixty-four, Le Due d’Orleans 
and Le Due de Bourgogne of fixty, Le Conde and 
Le Moras ot fifty, and La Sylphide, a frigate of 
thirty-fix guns. After the engagement they were 
joined by the two (hips which had been at Pondi- 
cherry to land M. Lally : they were, Le Comptcde 
Provence of feventy-four guns, and Le Diligent of 
twenty lour. 

Admiral Pocock having received one hundred 
and twenty recovered men from the hofpital, and 
above fourfeore Lafcars from the Governor of Ma- 
drals, and having nfhed his malls, and repaired his 
mod material damages, tried for lome days to work, 
up fliofe, but without luccefs. He then put off the 
land ; and on the 10th of May ftretched as far to the 
ibuthward as the latitude of nine degrees and thirty 
minutes north, by which he hoped to fetch to wind- 
ward of Fort St. David ; but upon (landing in 
again, he met with ftrong weftcrly winds, and the 
Cumberland’s leak increafed fo as to prevent her 
keeping the wind, therefore being able to reach no 
higher than Alamparvey, he anchored off that place 
the 26th of May. The 30th he got up in fight of 
Pondicherry ; and the 1 ft of June in the morning the 
French fquadron weighed, and flood out of the road, 
confiding ot ten fail.. Admiral Pocock being con- 
fiderably to leeward, expedted that they would bear 
down and engage him ; but they kept clofe to the 
wind, and plyed away from him, notwithftanding his 
endeavours to get up with them, which was prevent- 
ed in a great rffcafure by the Cumberland’s bad fail- 
ing. The fecond and third day, the current fetting 
ftrongly to leeward, our fquadron, not having any 
land nor fea winds, loft ground confiderably. The 
6th, the admiral received a letter from (he feledl com- 
mittee of Fort Sc. George, acquainting him, that 
M 4 St. 
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St. David’s furrendered the ad, and that it was pro- 
bable Fort St. George would foon be invefted, 
which would put it out of his power to fupply the 
fleet with water. The admiral finding this reafoning 
to be juft, returned and anchored in Madrafs road, 
where he fupplied his fquadron with water and other 
neceflaries. 


Having related the whole progrefs of the fleet to 
their return to Madrals, it is now time to fhew by 
what fteps the French became mafters qf Fort St. 
David. 


The 29th of April the French horfe came into the 
bounds of Fort St. David, and prefently alter them 
five hundred men of the regiment of Lorrain, and 
about two hundred of the Company’s troops, with a 
number of fepoys, artillery- men and eight pieces of 
cannon. They cut off* and difperfed feveral of our fe^ 
poys, and plundered the villages. Their motions 
were fo fudden, they very much alarmed the inhabi- 
tants of Fort St. David, fo that many of the Laf- 
cars, fepoys, and mod of the artificers left the place. 
The enemy having fummoned Cuddalore, it was 
furrendered on the 3d of May, on condition that the 
garrifonftiould have liberty to retreat, with their arms, 
to Fort St. David the next morning. 


The enemy having withdrawn almofl every man 
from their garrifons, to make themfelves as ftrong 
as poflible for the fiege of Fort St. David, formed a 
very confiderable army, amounting to three thou- 
fand five hundred Europeans, and began to fire upon 
the place with two guns from Cuddalore the 1 6th, 
and with five mortars from the new town the 17th. 
On the 26th they opened a battery of feven guns 
and five mortars to the weftward, at the diftance 
of about eight or nine hundred yards j and on the 
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The befieged had loft the greateft part of their 
black forces by defertion, when they imprudently de- 
fended the out-pofts ; which, considering the weak- 
nefs of their garrifon, fhould have been abandoned 
and deftroyed. Thofe who remained in the place, as 
well Europeans as others, were little difpofed to the 
obfcrvance of difeipline and regularity ; for having 
too free accefs to the leveral ftorehoufes of arrack and 
other ftrong liquors, they were never in a condition 
properly to do their duty. 

The enemy had not yet made any breach, but had 
dilmotmted and difabled thirty guns and carriages, 
and ruined feveral of the works, fo that many of 
the parapets and platforms were deftroyed by the fliot 
and fliells. The tanks, or refervoirs, had fuffered by 
the bombardment, fu that there was no water to be 
had fit for ufe, but what came out of the covered 
way ; from which they could only be fupplied by 
night; and the beft well there was likewiie deftroy- 
ed by a bomb. They were alfo (hort of ammuni- 
tion, having expended a great deal in firing away in- 
confiderately, before the ei>emy had begun to make 
their approaches. 

This being the ftate of the place on the ift of 
June, at the requeft of major Poljer, the Deputy 
Governor called a council of war; and it was unani- 
moufly agreed to furrender upon the following ar- 
ticles of capitulation. 
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30th, one to the north, of nine guns, and three mor- 
tars at the diftance of feven or eight hundred yards, 
and another to the north *caft of four guns, at about 
the fame diftance. 


ARTCLES 
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ARTICLES of CAPITULATION. 


By wh5ch AlexanderWynch, Efq; ading Deputy Go- 
vernor, and the Gentlemen of the Council at Fort 
St. David, in behalf of the United Company of 
Merchants of England trading to the Eaft-lndies, 
' are willing to furrcnder rhe Fort of St. David ?o 
M. Tally, Lieutenant General in his molt Chrif- 
tian Majefty’s Service, and Commander in Chief 
of the French Forces in India. 


I. That all ads of I. Acorde'. 
hoftiJity fhall ceafe, until 
the articles of capitula- 
tion are agreed upon and 
figned. 


II. That the Deputy 
Governor (hall march, at 
the head of the garrifon, 
drums beating, colours 
flying, out or the barri- 
er into the advanced co- 
vered way, where the gar- 
rifon (hall ground their 
arms, and furrender them* 
felves prifoners of war, 
on condition of being im- 
mediately exchanged for 
an equal number of his 
mod Chriftian Majefty’s 
fubjeds, now prifoners in 
our garrifons on the coaft 
of Coromandel ; and, as 
foon as the exchange takes 
place, the garrifon to be 
tranfported to fuch of our 


II. Acorde' pour la 
partiedeshonneurs, mar. 
la garnifon fera conduitc 
prifonniere a Fondiclury, 
ou elle red era jufq ucs a cc 
quelle foit changee con- 
tre pareil nombre d of- 
ficicrs et foldats de S. M. 
T. C. aduellcmcnt au 
Trichinopoly, et quand 
les dies foldats de S. M. 
T. C. feront arrivez a 
Pondichery, la elite gar- 
nifon de fort St. David, 
fera conduitte a Madrafs 
ou a Devicota a nun 
choix. 


fcttlcmcn: 



Coaftof C Q.Jt C 

fcttlements as our Prefi- 
dent and Council of Fort 
St. George may think 
proper. 

III. That Fort St. 

David, and itsout-works, 

Hull not be demoliflied ; 
but remain in their pre- 
fers date, until the con- 
dufion of a peace. 

IV. That all the gar- IV. La garnifon, et 
rilon, including all the les fujets de fa Majcftp 
Inbjeds of his Uritannick Hritannique n’emporte- 
Maiclly, as well civil'as ront avee eux que leur 
military, (hall have all vaiffclle, chevaux, hardes, 
their baggage and effefts ou meubles domeftiques, 
iceured, with liberty of et il leur fera fourni des 
removing and difpofing batteaux pour les tranf- 
of them as they (hall porter a Pondichery, bien 
think proper i and that entendu que les dits bat- 
they be fupplied with teaux feront vifjte par 
boats, or proper convey- un commiflaire de nos 
ances i'or that purpofe. troupes, en prefence d’un 

commiflaireAngloisnom- 
mez a cet effet. 

V. That the Deputy V. Acorpe', quoy que 
Governor and Council, je n’aye pas lieu d’etre 
and the Company’s fer- content de Mr. Wynch, 
vants be exchanged a- qui a manque a ce qqil 
gainft an equal number me devoit ainfi qu’aux 
of the French F.aft -India regies de la guerre. 
Company’s fervants made 
prifoners by admiral Wat- 
fon at Chandernagore ; 
and, until the exchange 


lilApEL.' 
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HI. Jjj pe m’engage a 
rienfwr pet article, cpltje 
fort d« U guerre .qui etj 
decider?, e’t non celuy df 
Ja paix, 


takes 
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takes place, that they be 
permitted to go on their 
parole to Fort St. George. 


VI. That the lick in 
the hofpital which cannot 
be removed, have liberty 
to remain, under the care 
of their own furgeons; 
and that they be fupplied 
with proper provifions and 
ahd neceflaries on paying 
for the fame. 


VII. That a captain 
and fifty of the Englilh 
troops (hall remain in the 
fort, to deliver it up, and 
that ftridt difeipline be 
obferved, that no irregu- 
larities be committed ; 
and, after the furrender, 
to take the fate of the reft 
of the garrifon. 

VIII. That two com- 
miffaries fhall remain, to 
deliver up all the maga- 
zines, ammunition, can- 
non, mortars, and goods, 
and point out to the en- 
gineers all the mines and 
Jubterraneous works. 


IX. That no Com- 
pany’s fervant, civil or 
military, beremoved from 


VI. Acorde'. 


VII. Un officier, et 
dix homines, fuffiront a 
cette operation parceqqc 
je ne feray entrer qu’unc 
compagnie de grenadiers 
dans le fort jusrjues a ce 
qu’il 1‘oit evacue. 


VIII. A cords'. 


IX. AcORDt'mais 
ceu qui s’en abfenteront 
fans pafieportdemoy, fe- 

the 
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the coaft of Coromandel, 
Until the exchange fhall 
take place. 

Ar. Wynch. 

P. POLIER DE BOTTENS. 
Rich. Fairfield. 

fi.rt St. David, 

June i } 1758. 

Separate article. 
That the delerters 
which were in the Eng- 
lifli lervice at the time of 
the cartel fettled between 
the Governors of Fort 
St. George and Pondi- 
cherry, fhall be deemed 
as prifoners; and thofe 
which have deferted fince 
the prefent war, be par- 
doned, and return to their 
colours. 

Ar. Wynch. 

P. POLIER DE BOTTENS. 
Rich. Fairfield. 

Toit St. David, 

Jonca, 175S. 


M A N D E L. . 

ront traittez comme ef- 
pions. 

Lally. 


Acorde. 

La garnifon fortira a 
cinque heures apres midy 
par la porte de L’Ouv- 
r^ge a come ou elle de- 
pofera fes armes et il fera 
permis aux officiers miti- 
taires et civils, de refter 
jufques a demain dans le 
fort, la compagnie des 
grenadiers de la feconde 
battaillon de Lorrain 
prendra pofleflion de la 
porte de L’Ouvrage a 
corne, et de celle du fort 
qui y communique et 
tiendra jufque3 a nouvcl 
ordre. 

Lally. 


The lofs df St. David’s gave a great and juft 
alarm to the government of Madrals ; as a much 
more refolute and obftinate defence had been expedt- 
ed, from the known bravery of major Polier, who 
commanded the troops there: but it appeared, that 
very little care or ceconomy was ufed in the manage- 
ment of their artillery and ammunition, as one offi- 
cer only of that department was in the place * the 
men who compofed the garrifon were drunk and 

dif- 
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dilbrderly, and fully fcnfible of the little diicipline 
v/yv they were under. 

A Court of enquiry was ordered at Madrafs, to 
examine and report fads : lieutenant-colonel Dra- 
per, the majors Brereton and Caillaud compoful this 
court. They reported, That major Polier’s pcrfonal 
behaviour was much to be commended, but that 
he was injudicious in defending two out-pofts at 
fettle diftance from the town, as his numbers were 
But weak, having only two hundred Europeans and 
eighty Invalids, and about thirty of the artillery, 
whom he could properly call his garrifon ; the fea- 
fttefi from two frigates which had been tun on fliorc 
atld burnt, made the majority of his troops : the 
black forces dclerted in. great numbers. However, 
it Was judged that the place might have held out 
mUch lortgCr, and that the terms on which it furrtn- 
dered were fhameful, aS the French were not maf- 
tefs even of the outward covered Way, had made no 
breach, and had a wet ditch to fill up and pafs, before 
the town could poflibly be alTaulted. The want of 
ammunition and water Were urged as the principal 
txcufes for its fur render; and that the powder with 
which all the mines were loaded were fuppofed to be 
fpoiled by the dampnefs. 

Major Polier, to wipe off the dilgrace, was 
from that moment for fighting upon dVcry occafion, 
whether proper or not; and, like other men in futli 
fixations, ran from one extreme to the other. 

1 Ie defired to go a volunteer with colonel Draper 
in the firft falfy made during the fiege of Madrafs, 
arid was mortally wounded. He Was a brave man, 
blit very hafty, paflionate, and fofpicious, which 
often occafioned much uneafinefs both to himfelf and 
every one clfe. He had ferved the Company on fevcral 
a occafions 
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occafions with much reputation artdconduft; and, l nc$ t 
it is thought, the ill opinion he entertained of his 
garrilbn was his motive for confenting to the giving 
up of St. David’s. 

M. Lally’s anfwer to the third article of the ca- 
pitulation too plainly implied the inevitable deftruc- 
tion of the fortifications of St. David’s. The works 
have fince been blown up, and the whole reduced to 
an heap of ruins. The prejudice and partiality of the 
conquered, however they may complain, cannot juft- 
ly condemn a general for an aft of this nature \ for* 
furely, the deftruftion cf an enemy’s fortrefs is one 
of the great ends of war: But the ruin of villas, and 
the injury done to many beautiful ftruftures in the 
neighbouring country, will be a lafting reproach of 
wanton barbarity to the French. As for the devaf- 
tations they committed in their march from St. Da- 
vid’s, by plundering and burning the villages they 
paffed through, they were immediately refented by 
the people of the country. The fufFerers on this oc- 
cafion had it in their power to take their revenge, 
and, by cutting off the fupplies of the army, foon 
reduced them to fuch a flatc, that they were almoft 
exhaufted by famine as they lay before Tanjore. 

On the 25th of July admiral Pocock failed with 
the fquadron under his command, and ftood to the 
fouthward, along fhore, with the fca and land 
bree/es, and anchored on the evening of the 26th off 
Alamparvey j and feeing a fnow and feven chelingas 
near the fort, clofe in, fent the boats manned and 
armed, who burnt and funk the* chelingas, and 
brought off the fnow •, the chelingas were all empty, 
and had been fent from Pondicherry with cannon 
and ordnance ftoies, which were all landed the day 
before ; the fnow was loaded with firewood for Pon- 
dicherry. 


The 
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175J. The 27th in the evening the fquadron got up 
within three leagues of Pondicherry road, where the 
French fleet was at anchor, confiding of eight fhips 
of the line and a frigate. Our fleet confiftea of only 
leven fhips, being the fame that were engaged in the 

S Jl aCtion, but fome of them now differently com- ' 
anded : captain Martin, who had before been left 
ill at Madrals, now took the command of the Cum- 
berland. Captain John Stukley Somerfet was ad- 
vanced from the Salilbury to the Weymouth, cap- 
tain Colville had the Newcaftle, and captain Brere. 
ton the Salilbury. Next morning, about ten o’clock, 
the enemy got under fail, and flood to the fouth- 
ward with the land breeze. Admiral Pocock made 
the fignal to chafe, in hopes of being able to get up 
with, or weather them if poflible, that being the 
moll probable means of bringing them to aCtion ; 
but they kept to windward, and the next morning 
anchored to the fouthward of Porto Novo. They 
then weighed and flood to windward with the land 
breeze, and about eight o’clock were out of fight. 
At four o’clock in the afternoon, the admiral dilco- 
vering a (hip in the fouth-eaft quarter, gave chafe ; - 
at five fhe hoitted French colours, and flood for the 
land; he foon after run her on fhore about two 
leagues to the northward of Porto Novo, and fent 
the boats on board to endeavour to get her off, but 
finding it impracticable without lofing too much 
time, fet her on fire. She proved to be the Reftitu- 
tion, bound to Pondicherry from Carical, where fhe 
had been fent with ordnance ftores and other ma- 
terials for M. Lally’s army. 1 his fhip had failed 
from Bengal laft October with French prifoners, who 
mutinied, and taking the command of the fhip from 
the maftcr, carried her to Maffulipatam, from whence 
fhe was fent to Pondicherry •, where the Governor 
and Council, contrary to the law of nations, made 
a prize of her. 

On 
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On the ift of Auguft, at ten o’clock in the after- 1758. 
jhoon, the admiral came in fight of the french (qua- ’ — 
dron, as they were getting under fail off Trart^ue- 
bar, arid foon after they formed the line bf battle &• 
head, with the (larboard tacks on board, and feemed 
t to edge down towards him ; but when he mad£ fail 
and flood for them, they hauled upon a wind till orie 
o’clock, when they formed the line of battle a- bread, 
and bore down upon him with ah eafy fail. At half 
an hour part one he made the fignal, and formed the 
line of battle a-he&d with the (larboard tacks on 
board, and flood to the eaftward under his topfails, 
fometimes the inain-tbpfails fqtiare, as the (hips fta- 
tions required in the line, waiting for the enemy. At 
five the enemy’s van was a-breaft of oiir center, at 
about two miles diftance ; they flood bn till their 
vah was d-breaft of ours, and kept about the fame 
diftance till half an hour paft fix, when they hoilted 
their topfails, fet their courfes, hauled clofc upon a 
wind, and flood to the (feuth eaft. The admiral then 
made the fignal for onr van to fill and (land on, and 
make fall to the fouthward, keeping in a line till 
twelve o’clock; and judging by the enemy’s fignal 
guns that they had tacked, made the fignal to wear, 
and flood to the weftward after them, but at daylight 
fuw nothing of them. 

In the evening he defehed fbur (hips in flhore to 
the north-weft, and on the 3d at five in the morn- 
ing, faw the enemy off Negapatam, about a leagfie 
to windward, formed in the line of battle a-head 
With their (larboard tacks on board. He made the 
lignal and formed his line a-head, with the (larboard 
tacks on board, and flood to the fouthward with an 
eafy fail. At (even o’clock, oblerving the enemy 
kept their wind, he made the fignal for making mote 
fail, in order to get to windward, for that was the 
fcnly probable means of bringing them foon to ac- 
N tion, 
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1758. tion, as they failed better in general than our fqua- 
v— ' dron. At half an hour pad eight they began to edge 
down upon him, and at nine were at about three miles 
diflance. He then made the fignal for the Elizabeth 
and Tyger to change places in the line, apprehend- 
ing the enemy’s leading fliip in the van might be an 
over match for the Tyger. At ten the enemy bore 
away, and fleered for our rear, by which means on 
the (ea breeze fetting in about noon, our fquadron 
got the weather gage of them * and at twenty mi- 
nutes after, the admiral made the fignal for the lead- 
ing fliip to fleer fix points from the wind, and at one 
o’clock got near, within random fliot of them ; their 
line being then in the form of a half moon, their 
van and rear being to windward of their center. 
About twenty minutes after, obferving the enemy’s 
fliip in the van begin to (ire on the Elizabeth, who 
was within mufket (hot of her, the admiral made the 
fignal for battle, and began the engagement with the 
whole (quadron. Mr. D’Ache, who was then under 
hi$ toplails, in about ten minutes after fee his fore- 
fail, and kept more away 5 his (quadron did the fame, 
and continued a running fight in a very irregular line 
till two o’clock, when the Comte de Provence, the 
enemies leading fhip, put before the wind, having 
cut away her mizen-maft on account of taking fire in 
the mizen top. Eight minutes after, the Zodiaque 
• and the (hip a- head of her kept more away, and 
were immediately followed by the (hips in the rear, 
which continued in an irregular line a*breaft, and 
incrcafcd their diflance a little from 11$; on which 
admiral Pocock made the fignal for a clofer engage- 
ment, in order for all his line to bear down as foon 
poflible and rake 'them, which was immediately 
obeyed ; and we were able 60 keep within gun (hot 
of them till three o’clock* when obferving they be- 
gan to make more fail, the admiral hauled down the 
fignal fot the line, and clofer engagement, and made 
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the general fignal to chafe ; on which the enemy cut 1758. 
away their boats, and made all the fail they could, 
and Hood about north north weft y our fquadron 
purfued them with all the fail they could croud till 
near dark, when the enemy got off by outfailing us, 
and we were obliged to leave off chafe, and at eight 
o'clock anchored off Carical. 

The damage we received was, chiefly in our mads 
and rigging, for the enemy's endeavours were (as in 
the former aftion) to difmaft us. They did not ap- 
pear to have fuffered much in their rigging, but 
they had about five hundred and forty men killed 
and wounded j among the latter were Mr. D’Ache 
and his captain. There were no more than one and 
thirty Englifti killed, and one hundred and fixteen 
wounded. Commodore Stevens received a mufquet 
ball in his Ihoulder, and captain Martin a wound iu 
his leg by a fplinter. 

The- admiral had the plcafurc, on this occafion, 
of writing to the board of Admiralty, that the beha- 
viour ot all his officers and men was, in this adlion, 
entirely to his fatisfaftion. 

Oi* the 5th the Queenborough intercepted a 
French fnow, named the Ruby, of about one hun- 
dred and twenty tons. She failed from the iflands 
the 1 ft of July, and was bound to Pondicherry* 
loaded chiefly with fhot and medicines. 

The French fquadron continued in Pondicherry 
road from the laft adtion till the, 3d of September* 
when they failed and proceeded direftly to the iflands. 

Upon advice of their being failed, the admiral fent 
the Queenborough off Ceylon ; for as it was very 
early in the feafon, it was probable they might have 
N a been 
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I 75^» ^ een S one t0 cruize Aere abouts. She returned the 
t^Y>J 17th without feeing them. 

The French were at this time driven to fuch (hifts 
for want of money, that on the 7th of Auguft they 
feized and carried into Pondicherry a large Dutch 
ihip from Batavia, bound to Negapatam, and having 
taken for their own ufcall the money, to the amount 
of feven or eight lack of roopees ; they unloaded the 
cargo and detained the fhip. It is faid that M. Du- 
pleix did the fame hft war. 

The fquadron having embarked major Caillaud, 
with two hundred and fifty men (from Trichinopo- 
ly) at Negapatam, landed them at Madrafs the 25th 
of September. They remained there, taking in their 
water and (lores, till the feai'on called upon them to 
proceed to Bombay. The admiral, before his de- 
parture, in cnnfcquence of an application from the 
feled committee, landed a captain and lieutenant, with 
a hundred and three marines, as a farther ftrength to 
the garrifon. 

The French had withdrawn their whole garrifon 
from Sc rip. gam, except a few fepovs, who were left 
to deliver the place to the Maifloreans : but captain 
Caillaud, before his departure from Trichinopoly, 
had made a diipofition for attacking it before" the 
troops arrived from Mai (Tore*, and the French fe- 
poys, upon his approach, abandoning the place, he 
took pofil-Hion of it without any lofs. 

. Upon the news, of the furrendcr of Fort Sr. Da* 
vkl, the troops which garrifoned Arcot, Chengala* 
put and Carangoly, were ordered into Madrals-, for 
it was expected the enemy would attack that place 
next; but in cafe they fliould go to the fouthward, 
and invdl Davccotah, which proved to be their dc- 
4 
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fign, the Chief there had orders to abandon the place 5 j 
and if the fquadron fhotild be near him, to go on 
board with his garriion, in order to come to Ma- 
drafs; if not, to retire to Trichinopolyj which laft 
he effedled without any difficulty, by puffing thtongh 
the Tanjore country. The French took poffiffion 
of Davecotah ; and foon after M. Lally crofied the 
Coleroon with his whole army, except leven or eight 
hundred men, which he left with M. Soupire ; a part 
of tliete afterwards were fent to the fouthward. M. 

Lally marched by Tranquebar, and the Danes flip- 
plied him with lome ammunition and field pieces. 

Fie then encamped in the bounds of Negapatam, 
and demanded of the Dutch a loan of money, and 
alio of cannon, ammunition and provifions *, but the 
Dutch denied that they affifted him with any thing, 
except provifions, of which they fent him continual 
fupplies during the expedition to Tanjore. The fir ft 
aft of hoftility committed by the French againft the 
Tanjoreans, was the taking polfcffion of Nagore, 
their lea port, and felling to Mr. Fifticr, colonel of 
hufiars in their fervice, for two lack and a half of 
roupees, all the eftefts that were found there belong- 
ing to the country merchants from all parts of Tndia, 
to the value, as was computed, of twice that fum. 

From Negapatam they marched to Trivalour, a 
pagoda, about fifteen miles on the road to Tanjore; 
there they eftablilhed a magazine, and from thence 
fent deputies to demand of the King of Tanjore the 
payment of a note forced from him by the French ar- 
my, andChunda Saib, in the year 1749*, for feven- 
ty five lack of roupees; and alfo a freepaflage thro* 
his country, for the army to march againft Trichi- 
nopoly. Captain CaiHaud, who commanded in that 
place, being direfted by the Prefidency of Madrafc 
to ufe all his endeavours to prevent the King of Tan- 

# $ce page 5. 
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jore from being frightened into a compliance with 
thefe demands, had the fatisfa&ion to find that the 
behaviour of the French at Nagore had provoked 
the King’s refentinent, and he had already ordered 
Monagee with his troops to oppofc the march of the 
French. One thoufand iepoys, and five hundred 
Colleries, were ordered to reinforce the Tanjoreans 
from Trichinopoly : but as it was not lafe to part 
with any Europeans from that garrifon, Monagee, 
with his country forces alone, was obliged to retrear 
before fo large a body of regulars, it was then to 
be feared that they would he reduced to the neceflity 
of an accommodation} but fuch was the opinion 
they had formed of the French, that they chofe ra- 
ther to (land a fiege, than enter into a treaty with 
them. M. Lally, prefuming that the conflancy of 
their refolutions might be daggered by their late rc- 
pulfe, fent an embafl'y to Tanjore of two officers and 
a priefi, to demand a paflage for his army, by the 
mareft road to J richinopoly ; defiring at the fame 
time the affiftance of his troops. The King confent- 
cd to a paflage through his country, but not by the 
road which was dclired. He alfo offered fomc money, 
but indeed a very Imall part of the fum demanded. 
As for the affiftance of his troops, he abfolutely re- 
filled it. With this anfwer the officers returned to 
camp, leaving behind them the prieft, who forne 
time after allied a lecond audience ; at which, he 
not only infilled on the two former articles, but add- 
ed to them the immediate payment of five lack ol 
roupees. The King exprefied great furprize at the 
preemption of the prieft, but confented to give four 
Jack ; out of which he required fome deduction 
fliould be made for the damage done at Nagore ; 
and as to the other articles, he gave the fame anfwer 
as before. While they were treating, the army ftill 
kept advancing; which juft ly increafing the fufpi- 
cions of the King, he ordered the prieft to be dif- 

miffed. 
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miffed. At night the advanced guard of the French j 
army fired fome (hot againft the town, fiom two s 
pieces of cannon, which of confequence put an end 
to all negotiation. 

« 

The French loft every day fomc Europeans, by 
the frequent Tallies from the town 5 at length they 
brought up their whole force againll it. which 
amounted to two thoufand three hundred and levcn- 
ty regulars, and a great number of difeiplined fcpoys. 

The artillery which was already brought up, confid- 
ed of fourteen field pieces, and three of heavy can- 
non, and they had fourteen more at Trivalour. All 
this was not yet fufficient to dejeft the Tanjoreans. 

At this very time they had fent out a body of horfe, 
joined with the Polygars of the country, to cut olf 
the communication of the French with Carical ; and 
had already deftroyed fome convoys of provifions. 

Captain Caillaud having had the good fortune to 
keep the King of Tanjore fteady to his true interefts, 
had alfo prevailed on Tondeman to aflift with all his 
people on this important occafion. A large body of 
his Peons entered Trichinopoly to reinforce that gar- 
rifon, while a confiderable party adapted for that fer- 
vice, were employed to harrafs the enemy and inter- 
cept their fupplies. For thefe, and his former fer- 
vices, the Governor and Council thought proper to 
reward captain Caillaud with a major’s commiffion. 

M. I .ally finding that he did not advance his 
affairs by hoftilities, and being in great want of pro- 
vifions, and other neceffaries, attempted once more 
to perfuade the King of his fincerity, by fending him 
an officer of fome rank and quality, and alfo a prieft, 
who were at once appointed to conclude an agree- 
ment, and to remain as hoftages. By this ftep he 
prevailed fo far, as to receive in hand fifty thoufand 
roupees, and a promiHb of four lack, as alfo of a iup- 
N 4 ply 
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, ply of three hundred horfe, and one thoufand Colic* 
rjes ; and on his part he engaged immediately to re- 
move the army from before the town. M. Lally 
making no motions towards the performance of this 
part of his agreement, the King of Tanjore refilled 
to let the two hoftages return; and declared they 
lhould not leave the town till the French army broke 
lip from beibie it. i his produced feveral meflages, 
and, at length, it was agreed that the King lhould 
forthwith fend him the thne hundred hoife and Col- 
lates ; and for his own fecurity he might detain the 
gentlemen till the army was moved three days march 
from the place. The advantages of this treaty were 
all overthrown by the hafty temper of M. Lally, 
who feeing only fifty of the three hundred horfemen 
arrive in camp, ordered them all into confinement ; 
declaring aloud, that as the King had not kept his 
ward in fending the full number engaged for, he 
would keep thole he had prifoners till he lhould re- 
ceive the whole. 

The King upon this confined the two hoftages, 
and would not fend any more men till his people 
were releafed. On the other hand, M. Tally, pleaf- 
ing himfelf with the thoughts of having brought 
up all his heavy cannon, and ercdled batteries, while 
he was amufing the King with a negotiation, began 
to fire upon the town, and had even made a confi- 
dcrable breach, when the Tanjoreans, determined on 
a general Tally. This they executed on the 9th of 
Auguft, with a furprizing fuccefs ; for it will appear 
furprizing, that a body of country troops, although 
their number in horfe, fepoys and Collcrits was ex- 
ceeding large, lhould make any imprefllon upon fo 
ftrong an army of Eiuopeans, and difeiplined fepoys, 
as M. Lally had under Ins command, fupported by 
a large train of artillery. They attacked at once the 
French camp and batteries, killed about one hundred 

Europeans, 
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Europeans, took one gun, one tumbril of ammunt- 1758. 
tion, two elephants, and lbme hoife; blew up four 
tumbrils of ammunition, and then returned into the 
{own. 

M. Lally quitting at once all his defigns, re- 
treated towards Carical, leaving his guns fpiked upon 
the batteries. The Tanjorcans did not purfue him 
till the morning, when they came up with him upon 
his march, cut off fifty more of his men, and took 
two pieces of cannon and two mortars. The reft 
made their retreat to Trivalour, and from thence to 
Carical; and about the end of the month, the 
greateft part of the troops, and M. 1 ally himlelf, re- 
turned* to Pondicherry. M. Soupire arrived there a 
few days before, after making a march towards 
Wandewafh, and back by the way of Alamparvey. 

They moved again about the beginning of Oc- 
tober, and took pofleflion of A rcot *, they then re- 
turned, and having taken Tripaffore, continued fome 
time at Conjeveram, collecting ammunition and 
ftores, till they were joined by M. De Bufiy, with a 
body of three or four hundied foot and as many 
horfe, from Golconda. Having alfo retaken Tri • 
nomalay, they (hewed by their motions a defign upon 
Chengalaput; advancing towards that place with 
three or four hundred Europeans, five hundred fe- 
poys, and five pieces of cannon ; but were prevented 
by the arrival of four companies of fepoys. This 
reinforcement came very opportunely for the prefer- 
vation of a poft of fo much conlequence, as it co- 
vered all the countries on this fide the Pollar ; and, 
when in poffeffion of the enemy, would expofe even 
our own limits to incurfion, be a harbour for defert- 
ers from our own garrifon, and prevent fupplies of 
(irewood, grain, and other provifions, tiom com- 

* ' • J irt/V 
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ing into the town. For'thefe reafons it was refolved, 
th (it the prclent garrifon of nine companies of fepoys, 
with a ferjeant, corporal, and twelve gunners, fhould 
be reinforced by a detachment of feventy Euro- 
peans. This was the more readily determined, as 
there would be no expence of tranfporting (lores, the 
pay of the fepoys would be no more there than at 
Madrafs, and yet their force would be fufficient to 
refill any fudden aflault. The enemy, if they re- 
vived to take the place, mull have been under a ne- 
ceflity of bringing up their whole army, or at leall a 
confiderable part of it, and alfo a train of battering 
cannon, with proportionable (lores : all which would 
be attended with fuch an expence and lofs of time, as 
they would probably think more than equal to the 
benefits arifing from the conquell of the place. The 
jullncfs of thefe conclufions appeared in the end ; for 
the enemy, influenced by the fame reafons, waved 
their defigns upon the place, which, it is to be fup- 
pofed, they heartily repented during the ficgc of 
Madrafs. Captain Preiron was ordered to take the 
command of the fort, and to repair the works : he 
foon rut it into fuch a (late as made it defenfible 
againlt a coup de main, and by that means fecured 
h till fuch time as M. Lally heard of the arrival of 
colonel Draper’s regiment on the Malabar coaft, and 
then he hallened every thing for the immediate at* 
tack of Madrafs. 

Colonel Draper himfelf arrived in September, 
with part of his regiment ; and about the middle of 
October it was determined that he fliould march 
with a battalion of our troops as far as Wandelour, 
while colonel Lawrence took pod with another at 
the Mount, to be in readinefs to fupport the former. 
This was done to make the enemy cautious of bring- 
ing a heavy train on this fide the river } and, by the 

check 
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check it gave to their motions, fecured an opportu- 1758. 
nicy of fupplying the garrifon of Chengalaput with 
the needful ftores. 

In the mean time, Ifouf Cawn was ordered to 
march towards them from Trichinopoly ; and he 
accordingly fet out the 20th of November with two 
thoufand well difciplined fepoys, and two light field- 
pieces. In his way he took Ellavanafore. 

The Nabob having recommended to the Gover- 
nor the engaging a party of Marattas, as the mod 
effe&ual method of preventing the enemy from tra> 
fporting their artillery by land for the fiege of Fort 
St. George, a propofal was lent to Morarow foon af- 
ter the lofs of St. David’s, with which he complied, 
and engaged to fend his Vakeel to Madrafs to fettle 
the terms. According to their dilatory way of pro- 
ceeding, the Vakeel did not arrive till O&ober •, it 
was then agreed that Morarow (hould fend two thou- 
fand horfe to our afiiftance ; that five thoufand rou- 
pees (hould be advanced at Royal Cherow, a place 
nearTripety, for the expence of five hundred horfe, 
which were to march upon the firft notice, fo as to 
arrive at Chengalaput in twenty- five days from the 
time the Vakeel (hould leave Madrafs. 

That ten thoufand roupees, for the pxpence of 
the other fifteen hundred horfe, fhould be paid at 
Guttey, from which place they were to fet out, and 
arrive at Chengalaput in forty-five days from the 
time the Vakeel (hould leave Madrafs ; and that ten 
thoufand roupees (hould be paid on the arrival of the 
faid two thoufand horfe at Chengalaput. The 
twenty-five thoufand roupees advanced as above 
to be deduced out of the allowance to the troops 
of half a roupee per day each horfeman; which 
was to commence from the day of their arrival at 
Chengalaput. The 
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ij$%; The Vakeel further defired an allowance might 
be fettled to the Sardars (or commanders of the 
rjoops) and alfo for each horfe which (hould be kill- 
ed in our fefvice in the time of aftion ; and it was 
accordingly agreed that an allowance of thirty rou- 
pees per day (hould be made for all the Sardars and 
Jemidars and that for a Sardars horfe killed in 
battle one thoufand roupees (hould be allowed, and 
four hundred roupees for each horfe belonging to the 
reft of the troops. 

Intelligence being received that M. Lally had 
fcien reinforced by the dailyjundlion of confiderable 
parties, it was thought no longer advifeable to truft 
a part of our force at fo great'a diftanre as Wandc- 
lour i therefore colonel Draper was defired to return 
to the Mount as foon as he (hould hear that the 
(lores, for the prote&ion of which he remained till 
then in thofe parts, were fafely arrived. Colonel 
Draper accordingly moved from Wandelour the 
i i th of November, apd joined the other battalion at 
the Mount, 

This place, of which mention has been already 
made, and which will hereafter frequently be fpoken 
of, is an eminence, properly called St, Thomas’s 
Mount, from an ancient tradition, (hat the Apoftlc 
St, Thomas had preached the gofpe! to the Indians 
on that (pot. He has always been confidered as the 
tutelar faint qf the place, and at this day a PortM- 
gueze prieft officiates in a chapel dedicated to him, 
which ftands on the top of the Mount. It is juftly 
efteemed for the goodnefs of the air, and the plea- 
fantnefs of the fituation, on which account a number 
of villas have been built by the gentlemen of Ma- 
dfafs, with gardens all furrounded with brick walb 
breaft high. In this fiation, which is about nine 
rtilles from Sr, Fort George, the two battalions re- 
mained 
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hiaincd till the 6th of December ; when colonel Law- 1758. 
rence receiving intelligence of a great augmentation of 
the enemy’s force at Wandelour, fent his aiddc camp 
to Fort St. George, to defire he might be reinforced 
with as many more men as poflible. Accordingly, 3 
party was ordered, and marched that afternoon at five 
O’clock ; but at the fame time the Governor was de- 
fired to write to colonel Lawrence, to remind hiin 
that the utmoft caution was necdfary at this impor- 
tant crifis ; and that it would be too hazardous to 
venture an a&ion, unlefs upon terms of the higheft 
advantage. 

Colonel Lawrence having received the Go- 
vernor’s letter, and at the fame time hearing theene* 
my was in motion, and confidering the weak ftate of 
the garrifon, ordered three companies of infantry tQ 
march to the little Mount with the two twelve pounr 
ders, as if to reinforce the party cantoned there *, but 
at the fame time they were dire&ed to march to Ma- 
drafs. Thefe motions were made the 7th, and now 
the danger of Chengalaput being removed, and that 
fort having received all its fupplies, the reafons for 
maintaining the poft at the Mount no longer fubfifl- 
ed : therefore it was determined to draw the whole 
force nearer to the garrifon ; and accordingly the erje- 
my having advanced within fight of the Mount in 
the afternoon of the 9th, our army retired that even- 
ing to the Choultry-plain, and there encamped. 

The French army under the command of M. 

Lally, encamped at the Mount, and their advanced 
guard took poft at Marmelan. 

The enemy having marched from the Mount, the 
1 2th in the morning, appeared about day -break upon 
Choultry-plain. Our army after about two hours 
cannonading, retired into the garrifon, and the ene- 
my 



,g 9 WAR on the 

, 1 -g my encamped upon the fpot which our troops abirt* 
doned, about a mile and a half to the fouthward. 
At the fame time" their advanced guards took poffef- 
fion of the Garden-houfe, and the neighbouring vil- 
lage, in order to inveft the town. The whole force 
of the enemy was three thoufand five hundred Euro- 
peans, two thoufand fepoys, and as many horfe. 

Nothing of any confequence pafied the next day, 
which was chiefly fpent in reconnoitring ; this occa- 
fioned a few foot to be fired, but without much 
effedl. 

Three polls which we held in the Black Town 
were reinforced, not with a defign to make an ab- 
ftinatc refiftance, but to retard their progrefs as much 
as poffiblc, and then retreat towards the fort in fuch 
a manner, as to run no rifque of being cut off. 

Early in the morning of the 14th of December, 
M. Lally marched in two columns to attack, and 
take pofleflion of the Black Town, whofe large ex- 
tent made it impoflible for our fmall force to difpute 
it with the enemy ■, there had been polled only two 
or three picquets in fuch parts as were neareft to Fort 
St. George. Upon M. Lally’s approach, they made 
a hafly retreat towards the Fort, and increaled the 
general confufion, which at firft was but too vifible, 
occafioned by the numbers of black people, women, 
and children, who came thronging towards the fort 
for protection. It appeared neceflary to do fomc- 
thing immediately, to reftore the fpirits of the garri- 
fon •, and to convince the enemy that we were not 
to be taken fo eafily as they had been taught to be- 
lieve. Colonel Draper imagining that the moft pro- 
bable means of producing this effedt might be by 
making a fally, and diflodging the enemy, whilft 
they were yet unfettled, and perhaps plundering; 
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For indeed their apparent contempt of the garrifon, 175$. 
and known want of difeipline, leemed to invite to 
the undertaking, refolved to offer himfelf to com* 
mand a party for that fervice. He communicated 
his thoughts to the Governor and colonel Lawrence, 
to whofe fuperior authority, and great judgment, hi 
paid the utmoft deference. 1 hey were both of his 
opinion; and, according to his requeft, gave him 
five hundred men and two field pieces. At the fame 
time one hundred and fifty men under major Brere- 
ton, marched at fome diftance upon colonel Draper’s 
right flank, to obferve Lally’s brigade, and prevent 
their coming upon them from the north part of the 
Black Town, by which they had entered. 

The men marched out of the garrifon with greait 
refolution *, and had their regularity and obedience 
orders been equal to their fpirrts, much might have; 
been done; for the French fuflfered our people to 
form upon their left flank, miftaking them for Lai- 
ty's brigade. The fire of our artillery loaded with 
grape, loon convinced them of their error; they im- 
mediately fell into the greateft confufion, abandon- 
ed their cannon, and thought of nothing but faving 
themfelves. Had a proper advantage been made 
of this critical moment, the conlequence might 
have been fatal to the enemy. Colonel Draper's ex- 
hortations to the fokliery, to ceafe firing, and pulh 
the broken remains of the French with fixed bayo- 
nets, were quite ineffeftual ; though he himfelf ad- 
vanced forwards to fet them the example. But as 
he was followed only by four grenadiers, being un- 
fupported, he was obliged to retire ; for of the foiir 
brave fellows who went on with him, two were kill- 
ed, the other two dangcroufly wounded. 

Colonel Driver's march, pofitions, and retreat, 
are reprefented by a dotted line in the plan of Ma- 

draJs. 
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. drafs. The colonel proceeded through the ftreet b# 
the line (i) till he came to (3), vvheic lie peiccivea 
fome of the enemy, and received a featuring fire. 
To check them he left two platoons, and marched 
bn with the reft to the pofition (6), where he had a 
fair view of the Lorraine regiment and Indian batta- 
lions in the flank (4J, for they expe&ed him In ano- 
ther ftreet a little higher-up (2), and had pointed 
four guns in that direction. Our cannon (6) began 
to play brifkly with grape, and together with the 
mufketry, made fuch bavock among the enemy, that 
they foon fell into confufion, and ran a-crofs the 
ftreet under cover of fome huts. 

Colonel Draper then advanced towards thefr 
guns (from which tliey had only fired three lhot)and 
exchanged a piftol with the officer, who offered to 
jfurrendcr them; and had there been any men to 
bring them off', they would have been taken: but 
our troops having, like the French, thrown them- 
felves in among fome old walls, and under cover of 
lioufes, gave the enemy time to rally; and confu* 
lion became fo vifiblc among our people, that C0I6- 
nel Draper thought it moll prudent to retreat, which 
jhe began by marching down the ftreet, as the dotted 
line (8) (hewS; but unfortunately about eighty of 
his men not paying a due regard to the motions of 
( the reft, (which might be owing to the black drum- 
mers having run away, who fhould have beat the re- 
treat,) were lliut up by the enemy in the fquare (7), 
and taken prifoners: colonel Draper being joined 
by major Brereton at (6), who had marched to fup- 
port him by the line (9), continued his retreat with 
little lofs to the fort, notwithftanding the regiment 
of Lally came from the Armenian church to the 
little bridge (10), and, with two pieces, fired grape 
at our troops paffing along (8), but tliey moftly fell 
ihort* 


CoUM> 
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Could regularity and obedience to the officers or* 1758, 
ders have been prefcrved among the men in this fal- 
ly, it might in all probability have prevented the 
fiege of Madrafs, and have ended in the total over- 
throw of the Lorraine regiment, and the two batta* 
lions of India; as it was, they had thirty officers or 
more killed and wounded, and near three hundred 
men. The count D’Eflaing, a brigadier general, 
was taken prifoner in the beginning of the a&ion. 

Our lofs was major Polier mortally wounded ; cap- 
tain Pafcall fhot through the body; captain Hum® 
mortally wounded and taken ; captain lieutenant 
Bilhock killed ; lieutenant Elliot fhot through the 
body ; lieutenant Smith wounded and taken ; lieu- 
tenant Blair wounded and taken; enfign Cook 
wounded and taken ; and enfign Chafe mortally 
wounded and taken. Cur lofs of men was one hun- 
dred and three taken, of which nineteen were wound- 
ed, about fifty were left dead on the fpot, and the 
fame number came in wounded ; fo that we fuffered 
a diminution of more than two hundred men, and 
nine officers. 

In the beginning of December major Caillaud, 
from his known intereft and influence with the coun- 
try powers, was fent with letters from the Prefi- 
dency to the King of Tanjore, Tondeman, and the 
other Polygars in that part of the country, in order 
to procure aftiftance from them, with which the ma- 
jor was to join captain Prefton and Ifouf Cawn, and 
take the command of that party. 

The danger both from the enemy and the feafon 
Were no fmall objections to this undertaking; for a$ 
it was extremely difficult to guard againit the for- 
mer, the danger of the latter was not lefs to be ap- 
prehended, fince it was the very height of the Mon- 
foon ; and there was no way of going to the fouth- 
Q ward 
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1759. warc l but by fea in an open boat, within the reach of 
w — ■v-J many garrifons which the enemy now pofleffed on 
the coalt. The Prcfidency having duly weighed all 
thcfc difficulties, were determined at length to ha- 
zard them on account of the uncertain ltate of af- 
fairs at the court of Tanjore, and the danger of its 
falling under the abfolute influence of the French. 
Major Caillaud was therefore ordered to proceed, 
which he did in the manner aforementioned *, and 
having overcome all the difficulties which of conle- 
qutnee attended fuch a voyage at that feafon, he 
landed at the Danifh Fort of Tranquebarj from 
whence, as foon as the rains abated, which was about 
the middle of December, he reached Tanjore. He 
found, at his arrival, the face of that court ftrangely 
altered. Monagee, the Prime Minirtcr, and all his 
adherents had been turned out, and a new fet placed 
at the head of affairs. When he fpoke to the King, 
he found him ready to confent to every thing he 
afkcd ; but as foon as his back was turned, the new 
council overlet it all, by perfuading the King it was 
better to wait and fee the event, and then fide with 
the flrongefi, according to the policy of eartern 
courts. This did not abfolutely difeourage the ma- 
jor, who prrfevered till he was promifed a body ot 
live hundred horfe, which were to be got ready as 
foon as poffiblc. While this was in agitation, the 
major received the firft advices that the enemy had 
inverted Madrafs, and were in pofieflion of the Black 
Town. The King had alfo received the account*, 
and as it is natural to lupoofe, the example of Fort 
St. David, which had been fo foon given up, ami 
his fears for the fare of the only fettlement wc had 
left, created new doubts and new delays. Major 
Caillaud was put off from day to day, but at laft he 
cairied his point, though. for no more than three 
hundred horfe, which the company was to pay. He 
had collected about the fame number ol fepoys, all 
5 - chofen 
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chofen men, well difeiplined and adtive, and fo they 1*759. 
proved ; for in eleven days they marched two hun- 
dredand fifty miles, and got to Chengalaput. There 
he heard the party he was to command was at the 
Mount. Upon this intelligence, the major, leaving 
his men who were too much fatigued to follow him 
at that time, took frefh horfes and arrived at the 
Mount about two in the morning. 

Here he found that Ifouf Cawn, (who after fe- 
veral encounters had Hill fifteen hundred lepoys, and 
two thoufand Itorfe) had been joined by captain i'rei- 
tdn, With part of the garrifon of Chengalaput, con- 
fiding of about fix hundred lepoys, fixry Furopean% 
and fix three pounders. There were alfo added to 
this party, captain Vaflcrot, with ten of his Hoop- 
ers. The occafion of his coming was the immediate 
necefiity of fupplying this little army with money, 
which being indifpcntibly urgent, captain Vafferot 
offered himfelf to lead ten of his troopers who 
fhould each carry a bag of a thoufand pagodas to the 
camp, and this he mod gallantly effected. 

With this body of troops captain Preflon had 
frequently cut off the enemy’s fupplies by land, and 
furprized one convoy with a number of fpare amis 
and tents for three thoufand men, which he took, 
lie kept M. Lally in con ft ant alarms, by continual- 
ly moving about, but dill keeping fo near him, as 
greatly to difturb and ham Is him. Captain Pro lion 
had repulfed fevcral detachments from the French 
army*, and, in one aft ion, which had been very ie- 
vere, had the good fortune to difpcrfe great part of 
the black forces, which .obliged the enemy to move 
off towards A root to recruit*, from whence they 
had returned with an augmentation of the counny 
troops three days before major Caillaud joined die 
army. 

O 2 


Captain* 
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17 rg t Captain Preston’s activity, as it merited all 
v^yv the acknowledgments which were beftowed on it by 
the garrifon, was, in effeft, the greateft interruption 
to the befiegers. At length Mr. Lally, thoroughly 
Icnfible of the check this flying camp could at all 
all times give to his defigns, refolved to fend fucha 
force againft them as would crufli them effeflually. 
He ufed to fay they were like the flies, no fooner 
beat off from one part, but they came to another. 
For this purpofe he ordered a detachment of fix 
hundred Europeans, fifteen hundred fepoys, all his 
cavalry, (which confided of near three hundred Eu- 
ropean dragoons, and about one hundred hullars, 
with a thoufand MarattasJ and ten pieces of cannon, 
to attack them. Notice being received before day 
that a large body of the enemy were advancing, ma- 
jor Caillaud prepared to receive them, by polling his 
troops to the bed advantage. It has already been 
laid, that round the bottom of the Mount, many 
inclofures had been made, and gardens laid out, fur- 
rounded with brick walls parapet high not to inter- 
cept the profpeft. On the Mount, and behind thefe 
garden walls, the major had made the bed difpofi- 
tion he could of his infantry. His cavalry were 
all drawn up on the right, being the bed fpot where 
they could ad. As the day broke the enemy appear- 
ed in fight, and the cannonade began. Their cavalry 
was inclining very fad to the right, about three hun- 
dred paces from the front of our left. It was mod- 
ly their Europeans who pufhed on that fide, while 
their fepoys endeavoured to occupy all the banks and 
places on our left, for there they could be under co- 
ver. Their cavalry made a dand as foon as they 
came oppofite to ours, to whom orders were imme- 
diately fent to charge. They readily obeyed, and 
moved on with a good countenance for about one 
hundred yards *, but finding the enemy were ad- 
vancing upon them with the fame intention, they 

were 
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were feizcd with a pannick, and fled with the utmoft 1759. 
precipitation. ^ ^ 

The French cavalry who were foremoft, purfued 
a little too eagerly a large body that were prefling 
through an interval, which is between the village and 
the foot of the Mount. They were loon flopped by 
a difcharge from a party of foot, which had been 
poftcd there. Upon this they retreated, not without 
lofs. Things went on a little better on the left. The 
village was well defended, and two or three times 
taken and retaken, till at length, after three hours 
difpute, it was loft by the raflinefs of the officer who 
commanded that poft ; who feeing the enemy retreat 
in fome confufion, indifcreetly purfued, not obferv- 
ing a party that was ready to fupport them. This 
party flopped him, and drove him out of the vil- 
lage which he never could recover. 

Thus flood affairs about ten o’clock in the morn- 
ing, when the enemy, tired of attacking, contented 
themfelves with cannonading us feverely, in hopes, 
by that means, they might diflodge us : but though 
pur people fuffered a good deal, they could not pre- 
vail *, therefore about four they made another attack ; 
but the garden walls were fo lined with mufquetry, 
that it quite difpirited them, and they began to think 
of a retreat. At the clofe of the evening they moved 
off their artillery, and loon after their whole body, 
and left us matters of the field of battle, where we 
remained about two hours, which was all the time 
that major Caillaud thought proper to flay, having 
no ammunition left for his artillery, and very little 
for the mufquetry : he therefore moved off in the 
night towards Chengalaput, the only place from 
whence he could be fupplied. The lofs of the ene- 
my in this affair was about one hundred and feventy . 

O 3 Euro- 
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Europeans killed and wounded, and near three hun- 
dred i'cpoys. 

In the beginning of the fiege, M. Laljy, who had 
made very free with the Dutch ever fince his arrival 
in the country, was pleafed to give them another 
proof of what little relpeft he paid to their neutrality, 
by feizing the fort of Sadrafs, a fettlemcnt of theirs 
on the coaft, equally dillant from Pondicherry and 
Madrafs. being relolvcd to make a magazine of 
this place, he turned >out the Dutch lbldiers and gar- 
rifoned it with French j giving for a realon, that 
he did it to prevent our taking it, which he pretend- 
ed was our defign. 

When it had palled into the hands of our enemy, 
major Caillaud thought proper to lay a plan for fur- 
prizing it, and difpofed his march lb as to be there 
about four o’clock in the morning. The darknefs 
of the night deceiving the guides, he could not 
reach Sadrafs, which is twenty miles from Chenga- 
laput, till late next day, which effectually dilap- 
pointed his fcheme, as he was not ftrong enough to 
attempt it by open force. An accident, however, 
made him amends for his difappointment. At 
night his patroks brought him one of M. Lally’s 
mdiengers, with a letter directed to the Governor of 
Pondicherry; which is fo extraordinary, that it 
would be unpardonable not to inlert it with the other 
occurrences relative to the liege of Fort St. George; 
dpecially as it is a moft authentic proof that the gar- 
rilbn owed their deliverance to their own bravery and 
conduCt, and not to the arrival of the Ihips, fince 
they did not appear till after the writing of this 
letter. 
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Au camp devant Madras le 14 Icvricr, 1759. 


1759 - 


Monsieur, 

“ Il auroit un beau coup a faire id, il y a un Vaif- 
feau en cette rade de vingc pieces de canon diarge de 
toutes les richcflls dc Madras et qu’on dit y devoir 
refter jufqu’au vingtieme: PKypedition vient d’ar- 
liver mais M. Gorlin n ’eft point Homme a Pattaqucr, 
puis qu’il Pa dtja fait fuir une id is. l.c Briftol d’un 
autre cote a peine a paru a St. Thome que fur la 
nouvelle vague des treize Vaiffeaux de Portonove il a 
pris Pepouvante et apres avoir debarquee Ics muni- 
tions dont il etoit charge, il n’a leulement pas voulu 
le donner le terns de reprendre dou/e pieces de fon 
canon quil nous avoit prete pendant le liege; fij’e- 
toit juge du point d’honnrur des officiers de la com- 
pagnie, je le calferois com me un verre, ainli que 
quelques autres : ou la bidellc ou ce meme Brillol, 
avee les douze canons de plus, fuffiroit pour le rendre 
mairre du batiment Anglois, s’il pouvoit parvenir a 
gagner le vent fur luy dans l’obfcurite de la nuit. 
Maugendre et Trcmillier font, diton, tres bons et 
ne dufient ils fervir qu’au tranfport de deux cens 
blefses.que nous avons ici, le fervice feroit d’impor- 
tance. 


u Nous fommes toujours dans la memo pofitionr 
la breche faite depuis quinze jours, toujours a quinze 
toizes du mur de la place, et jamais ne levant la tt ce 
pour la regards. Je compte qu’en arrivant a Pon* 
dichcry nous chercherons tons a apprendre quelqu*- 
autre metier, car celuy de la guerre exige trop de 
patience. 

“ De quinze mille Cipayes dont I’armce eft cen- 
s 5 e composer, j’en compte a peu pres huit cens fur 
la route de Pondichery, charge de lucre ct de poivre 
O 4 et 
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X ycg t ct autres merchandifes, quant aux Coulis, ils font 
^ tous employes pour le meme objct dcpuis le jour quc 
nous fommes arrive id. 

M Je prendrai mes mefurcs des aujourd’huy pour 
embrafer la ville noire et faire fauter la Poudriere, 
vous n’imaginerez jamais quc ce font cinquantc de- 
fmeurs Francois et une centaine de Suiffes qui tien- 
nent en arret deux mille hommes des troupes du Roy 
ct de la Compagnie qui font encore ici exiftant, mal- 
gre les etats furchages que chacun fait ici a fa guife 
de la bouchcrie qu’on en a fait, et vous ferez encore 
plus furpris fi je vous difois, que fans les deux com- 
bats et les quatres batrailles que nous avous efluye, 
ct fans les deux batteries qui ont etc manquees ou 
faites de travers, pour parler plus clairement, nous 
n’aurions pas perdu cinquantes hommes dcpuis lc 
commencement du fiege, jufques aujourd’huy. J’ay 
eerie a M. de JLmhc, s’il perlifte a ne point venir ici, 
tirera de Targent qui voudra des Poleagares, ce ne fera 
pas moy, 1 1 je renonce, comme je vous en ai deja 
prevenu il y a plus d’un rnois, a me meler direfte- 
ment ni indireftement de tout ce qui peut avoir ra- 
port a votre adminiftration, foit civile foit militaire * 
J’irai plus ter commander les Caffres de Madagafcar 
que de refter dans cette Sodomc, qu’il neft pas pof- 
fib!e que le feu dts Anglois ne detruife t6t ou tard ail 
defaqt de celuy du Cicl. 

# J’ay Thonneur d’etre, &c. 

LALL Y ” 

tf Je fuis obliger de vous prevenir que Mr. De 
Soupire ayant reiuse de prendre le commandement 
de cette arn^e que je luy ai offert, et auqnel ii eft 
autorile par le double de mes expeditions que la cour 
Ivy avoit remis, il faudra que malgre vous, avec le 
CQnfql, vous vous en chargicz. Je m’engage feule- 

ment 
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ment a vous la ramener foit a Arcatte, foit a Sadrafs, t y 
cnvoycz y vos ordres, ou portcz vous y vousmcme 
pour la Commander, carje la quite en y arrivant.’* 

Translation of an intercepted letter from 
M. Lally to M. de Leyiut. 

From the camp before Mad rafs, the i4thofFebr. 1 759. 

“ A good blow might be (truck here : there is a 
fhip in the road, of twenty guns, laden with all the 
riches of Madrafs, which it is faid will remain there 
till the 20th. The Expedition is juft arrived, but 
M. Gorlin is not a man to attack her; for flic has 
made him run away once before. The Briftol, on 
the other hand, did but juft, make her appearance be- 
fore St. 1 homas, and on the vague report of thirteen 
(hips coming from Porto Novo, flic rook fright ; 
and after landing the provifions with which (he was 
laden, (lie would not ftay long enough, even to take 
on board twelve of her own guns, which fhe hadlent 
us for the flege. 

If I was the judge of the point of honour of the 
Company’s officers, I would break him like glafs, as 
well as fome others of them. 

ct The Fiddle, or the Harlem, or even the afore- 
faid Briftol, with her twelve guns reftored to her, 
would be lufficient to make themfelves mailers of the 
Englifti (hip, if they could manage fo as to get to 
windward of her in the night. Maugendre and Tre- 
millier are faid to be good men ; and were they em- 
ployed only to tranfport two hundred wounded men, 
that we have here, their fervice would be of impor- 
tance. 

“ We remain (till in the fame pofition : the breach 
made thefe fifteen days-, all the time within fifteen 

toifes 
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toiks of the wall of the place, and never holding up 
our heads to look at it. 

“ I reckon 1 we (hall, at our arrival at Pondicher- 
ry, endeavour to learn fome other trade j for this of 
war requires too much patience. 

<c Of fifteen hundred fepoys which attended our 
army, I reckon near eight hundred arc employed 
upon the road to Pondicherry, laden with fugar, pep- 
per, and other goods ; and as for the Coulis, they are 
all employed for the lame purpofe, from the firft day 
we came here. 

“ I am taking my mcafures from this day to fet 
fire to the Black-town, and to blow up the powder- 
mills. 

<c You will, never imagine, that fifty French de- 
ferters, and one hundred Swifs, are a&ually (lop- 
ping the progrels of two thoufand men of the King's 
and Company’s troops, which are (lill here exifting, 
notwithftanding the exaggerated accounts that every 
one makes here, according to his own fancy, of the 
(laughter that has been made of them ; and you will 
be Hill more furprized, if I tell you, that, were it 
not for the two combats and four battles wc fuftain- 
cd, and for the batteries which failed, or, to (peak 
more properly, which were unfkilfully made, we 
fhould not have loft fifty men, from the commence- 
ment of the fiege to this day. 

u I have wrote to M. de Larche, that if he per- 
lifts in not coming here, let who will raife money 
upon the Polygars for me, I will not do it : and 1 
renounce (as I informed you a month ago I would 
do) meddling, directly, or indirectly, with any thing 

wlut- 
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whatever that may have relation to your adminiftra- 
tion, whether civil or military. For 1 had rather go c-Arx; 
and command the, Caffres of Madagafcar than re- 
main in this Sodom ; which it is impodible but the 
fire of the Englifii mull deftroy, fooner or later, 
even though that from Heaven Ihould not. 

I have the honour to be, &c. &c. 

Signed, L A L L Y * 

4< P. S. 1 think it necefiary to apprize you, that, 
as M de Soupire has refilled to take upon him the 
command Qf this army, which 1 have offered to 
him, and which he is im powered to accept, by hav- 
ing received from the court a duplicate of my corn- 
million, you mutt of necefiity, together with thq 
council, take it upon you. For my part, 1 under- 
take only to bring it back, either to Arcot or Sa« 
drafs. Send therefore your orders, or come your- 
felves to command it; for 1 {hall quit it upon my 
arrival there. 1 * 

Upon the receipt of this letter, which was imme- 
diately fent to Madrafs, major Caillaud marched bade 
again, to be near the fort, and to be ready for what 
fervice might be required of him. M. Lally had not 
time to execute his intentions of burning the Black- 
town, for on the i6th in the evening; at length ar- 
rived our long expedit'd reinforcement : on their firft 
appearance he got ready for his march, and the next 
morning he was near out of fight. He left behind 
him all his heavey cannon, about forty pieces, and a 
large quantity of llores. And thus Madrafs was faved, 
after a fiege of nine weeks, to the great honour of all 
thofe who were concerned in its defence. Colonel 
Lawrence, who commanded, had the fatisfadlion to 
fee all his fcrviccs in the country crowned by a mod 
Jionourable defence of the capital. His judgment 
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1759. and experience were nobly feconded by the fpirited 
conduct and bravery of colonel Draper and major 
Brereton. The Governor, Mr. Pigot, contributed 
alfo greatly to their fuccefs, by his prudent manage- 
ment of the (lores, and the regularity which he en- 
forced : he frequently vifited all the ports, and was 
very liberal to thofe who diftinguilhed themfelves 
upon the works. 

The fum of fifty thoufand roupees had been pro- 
mifed, as an encouragement and reward to the gar- 
rifon for their good behaviour, in cafe they fhould, 
by their refiftance, oblige the enemy to raife the fiege. 
Immediately upon the going off of the French the 
money was iffued, and two thirds diftributed among 
the Europeans, and one third to the fepoys and Laf* 
cars. 

A stece which occafioned the exertion of fo much 
judgment, (kill, and indefatigable aftivity, as were 
fhewn by the Governor and military officers, deferves 
to be recorded in the mod circumftantial manner; 
efpecially as the minute operations for the defence of 
the works will be inftruftive to all who either prac- 
tice or delight in the art of fortification. It is very 
fortunate that a particular detail of all the operations 
has been delivered, in a journal taken upon the fpot 
by the principal engineer : fuch a curiofity muft be 
the more acceptable, as it is certainly rare ; there 
having been few inftances, of late years, of any place 
which has been fo ferioufiy attacked, andfoobfti- 
nately and fuccefsfully defended. 


JOURNAL 
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JOURNAL 

OF THE 

Siege of Fort St. George, 

Begun the 12th of December, 1758* 

Ended the 17th of February, 1759* 


By J. CALL, Chief Engineer. 


D URING the Tally, the enemy fired feveral 1758. 

fhot from fome field- pieces into the fort, but 
did no damage * they were quiet the remaining part Thurf- 
of the day, and we only fired a few cannon on thofe jay 
places where we imagined they were at work. No Dec. 14. 
Europeans were to be had this day for a working 
party •, but I luckily collefted a few Cooleys, brick- 
layers, and other artificers, and let them to make a 
dam in the gut at (c), to fhut up the communica- 
tion 
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tion between the water in the rjver and ditch, left the 
enemy (hould cut the dam (d), which kept up the 
water two feet or more, and thereby drain fo much 
off. This was a piece of work on which much de- 
pended, and which, with difficulty, I got finifhed 
before night. 1 alfo fet up a pallifadoe in an open- 
ing under the fouth flank of the royal baftion (e\ 
and removed fome gabions, fafeines, and other ma- 
terials, which were in the way on the ramparts. 

, Several dfefertcrs have come in from the enemy 
this day and yefterclay ^ who all agre e in their re- 
ports, that the enemy loft many men and officers in 
yefterday’s aftion. The enemy fired not a fhot thk 
day from c&nnonor fmall arms, nor have they been 
perceived any where at woi'k 5 though wc have many 
informations of their erc&ing batteries, and fire no'v 
and then at the fufpc&ed places. By the enemy’s 
reconnoitringand fituation, it feems as if they intend- 
ed to attack the north front by the north eaft angle; 
I thcrirfore confidered what was moft neceflary to he 
done to oppofe them, and refolved to compleat the 
blind which 1 intended before the old north eaft baf- 
„ don, and to ere tl a fafeine battery on the glacis, be- 
fore the (boulder of the eaft face of the north -eaft 
baftion *, which battery is to reach quite down to tlv 
furf, and intended to fwcep under the bank of the 
glacis, which had been cut down by the fea, and af- 
forded good cover for an enemy. It was alfo deter- 
mined to fet up a pallifadoe before the fea gate, and 
to clofe up with (tones the fmall gate on each fide 
the large one. A captain, two fubalterns, and one 
hundred men, befides all the blacks I could colteft, 
were ordered on the above fervices, with Meff. 
Leigh, Lifer, and Stevenfon, engineers. 

.A party of forty volunteers, and forty fepoys, 
were this night ordered out, about eleven o’clock, 
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to give the enemy an alert, and, if poflible, nail up 1758*. 
fome pieces of cannon which it was laid were in the 
Black-town; but they had not proceeded much be- 
yond the glacis, before the enemy’s advanced cen-; 
tinels gave their fire, and alarmed thqir whole lorce ; 
fo that our party, on hearing the drum beat to arms, 
retired. A party of one hundred lbldicrs, and fixty- 
fivc fepoys, were this morning paraded lor working, 
and diflributecl chiefly to the works mentioned yel- 
terday, which were r, early finifhed by night ; and 
the pallifadoe round the lea gate Viranda entirely 
compkated. Fafcines were alfo laid round, to form 
a parapet on that part of the fca gate battery which 
had none ; and l'ome fand bags laid for the fame 
purpofc in part of the barbet battery towards the ka: 
earth was alfo laid on the arch over the magazine un- 
der the old weft curtain, and over part of the hofpi- 
tal adjoining. 

Last night, about eight o’clock, the enemy gave Dec. 1 7. 
an alarm, by a few men coming near the glac is and 
giving their fire : nothing remarkable happened af- 
terwards, This day one hundred men, two icr- 
jeants, and one corporal, were on a wo; king party, 
but the weather being very rainy, little was done *, 
they, and about two hundred blacks, were chiefly 
employed on the two batteries mentioned the 1 £tb, 
to the north-eaft, in thickening the parapets of the 
old north-eaft baftion, competing the bat bet battery 
with fand- bags, laying earth on the hofpital arches, 
fixing a palliladoe to dole the communication from 
the covered way on each fide to the north ravelin, and 
repairing l'ome checks of the embrafurcs on th" detni- 
baftion, befides other trilling repairs. The enemy 
was not for certain perceived to be any where at 
work, though fingle guns (by way of fecurity in the 
night, I fuppofe) were perceived in Ionic of the 
ftrects. Very few lliot were fired by us, and fewer 

fhclls. 
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17-8. fhells, during this day. Several deferters came ill 
lad night and this evening *, from whom wc learnt 
the enemy had fome mortars arrived at St. Thome. 
The governor this day gave it out publickly, that hd 
would diftribute fifty thoufand roupees among the 
garrifon five days after the liege was raifed, or the 
French beat off. 

De 18 Tms morning it was. perceived that the enemy 
,ia * had thrown up a breaft-work (A) from the houfes 
on the beach near the Old -town, to the Tea fide *, but 
whether intended for a battery, or to prevent any 
attempt of ours on their flank, cannot be (aid, tho* 
I believe the latter ; becaufc the trench from whence 
the land has been taken is on the fide of the enemy, 
contrary to the method of making batteries ; fome- 
thing of the fame kind was perceived in the ftreetfc 
next the fea, but no guns or mortars have yet been 
fired, or appeared ready for that purpofe. On our 
fide, a very few (hot or fhells were thrown. The 
gentlemen of the fijuadron, and marines, who had 
been on board a Dutch fnow the 12th, with an in- 
tent to go and take the French (hip which is coming 
up with their (lores, were this morning landed, be- 
ing very unwilling to undertake the expedition ; and 
having been detained by bad weather fo long in 
the road that it was fuppofed they were difeovered. 
Captain Jafper, who was to have commanded them, 
appeared much chagrined at his difappointment; and 
indeed with reafon, for had he fuccecded (and I 
think he had great reafon to expeft fuccefs) nothing 
could have done us more fervice, or the enemy great- 
er prejudice. A great many people were perceived 
to-day moving from the Mount towards the Black- 
town, which we apprehended were bringing up the 
enemy’s (lores. It is very remarkable, that thirty- 
three deferters have come in from the enemy fince 


6 
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their arrival, and not one man has defertcd from the 1758. 
garrifon, or been feen in liquor. * 

A P £On came in and informed us, that captain Dec. i8* 
Frefton had fent out a party, under lieutenant Airey, 
from Chengalaput, which had intercepted a convoy 
of the enemy’s (lores, confiding of tents diffident 
for the covering of three thoufand men, a large mor- 
tar, which he lpikcd up, and burnt the bed ; two 
guns, which he alfo fpikcd, and burnt the carriages ; 
and fomc ammunition, which he carried off, with all 
the bullocks. No deferters lull night ; which is 
owing, I fuppofe, to fomc extraordinary care or or- 
ders of M. Lally’s. The working paity was this 
day about one hundred men, without officers; they, 
and the black artificers, were chiefly employed in 
fixing a pallifadoe before the new battery by the fea 
fide; opening another embrafure in that battery; 
cutting down the high bank which the furf had made 
by walking away the glacis; thickening the para- 
pets of the old north-eaft badion ; repairing the cm- 
brafurcs with palmeiras, which had been blown away 
by our guns ; laying earth on the hofpital ; fixing a 
palliladoe on the gorge of the north ravelin, and re- 
pairing a dam (c J, which had been made in the gut 
to the north-weft to keep the water in the ditch ; 
but the water had role fo high by the lad tour days 
rain, that half the dam was dedroyed, and the wa- 
ter conllderably funk. 

This morning we perceived that the enemy had Dec. 19. 
thrown up another bread-work, about fixry feet in 
length, and one hundred yards, or more, advanced 
before that thrown up the preceding night; both 
thefe retrenchments terminate on the furf, the latter 
at the diftance of about five hundred yards from the 
north-eaft faliant angle of the covered way, and feem 
rather intended to cover a guard polled there to pre- 
P vent 
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J758. vent a furprize, or delation, than for any annoy-* 
ancc to the fort; however, from the projecting of 
the enemy it appears as if they intended to advance 
along the beach, and attack the demi and north eaft 
baftions ; it is therefore refolved that platforms fhould 
be railed in the covered way, fufficiently high for 
field-pieces, on covered way carriages, to fire over 
the parapet. It is further refolved to raife a parapet 
of the demi-baftion, near the faliant angle, two or 
three feet higher than the reft, and toereft a traverfe 
on the eaft wing, to, prevent an enfilade*, to raife 
the blind before the north eaft baft ion, fo high as will 
juft admit the guns to fire over it at the enemy's 
works; that the paftage between the upper and low- 
er flank of the denii-baflion fhould be clofed in the 
fecureft manner; and that the north ravelin fhould 
be put in the btft condition of defence we might 
have time or workmen to do. The working party, of 
about one hundred men, with fuch Cooleys, Pallan- 
keen boys and others, as 1 could collect, were fet 
about the feveral articles abovementioned. The fir- 
ing on our fide was little to day, except from wall 
pieces ; and not even a inufket fhot came from the 
enemy. Five ch^lingas were feen this morning going 
out of St. Thome bar, and failed to the fouthward, 
as we apprehended for ftorcs. 

Dec.20. Last night the fubaltcrn on duty in the notth eaft 
angle of the covered way, with twenty one men and 
fomc fepoys, was ordered to fally on the retrench- 
ment and works which wc fuppoftd the enemy was 
carrying on; but it being rather too light, they were 
difeovered, and the fepoys taking a pannic at a par- 
ty of fix horfe which appeared, ran away, which in- 
timidated the Europeans, and they, after giving 
their fire, retreated alfo. We had one European 
killed and two dangeroufly wounded : the fepoys fuf- 
fered in the fame manner. The commandant of ie- 

poys 
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poys, Jamaul Suib, being defirous of attacking St. 1758* 
Thome lad night, was fent out with ten companies 
of fepoys ; but taking the direft road over the Long- 
bridge, he was difeovered by a few French fepoys at 
Mr. Powney's houfe, who gave him their fire ; upon 
which mod of his people threw down their arms, 
which induced him to return. The enemy, we could 
perceive this morning, had been at work lad night, 
and, to appearance, had drawn about fifty yards of 
a parallel weftward from their mod advanced 
breail-work. They alfb had got a gun behind their 
firft bread-work, and from thence fired feveral (hot 
at the fnow which lay in the road under Dutch co- 
lours; the (hot moflly fell fhort, one or two enter- 
ed and - killed a Lafcar; the veffel therefore weighed 
and dood a little farther off, as well to avoid any 
annoyance from thence, as to prevent a furprize. A 
boat appearing off St. Thome, a party of marines 
was fent in three modulus to fetch her in, which they 
effected, and found her to be a boat going from Sa- 
drafs toPulliacat. The working party was this day 
one hundred men, and employed, as yederday, ex- 
cept on the old north ead badion, the parapets of 
which were finifhed. This afternoon the artillery 
ferjeant on the north ead badion, intending to fire 
a difeharge of grape at fome of the enemy which 
appeared at their bread works, unfortunately fomc 
fcattering fhot fell into the covered way, and mifer- 
ably wounded three Cooleys who were rolling ga- 
bions upon the work there carrying on. 

Last night we fired Ihot or (hells every eight or Dec. 21* 
ten minutes, on the place where we fufpefted the ene- 
my would work, and by that means prevented them 
from doing any thing more than throwing up an im- 
perfeft communication from the fird to the fecond 
bread-work. Advice being brought in lad night, 
that the enemy had two guns at Trivelcane, and 
P 2 very 
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1758* VCI 7 ^ ew troo P s at St. Thome ; about ten o’clock in 
the rooming near one thou land fepoys, with twenty 
Europeans, commanded by town-major Bannatyne 
and enfign Crawley, went along the beach to the 
fouthward, eroded the bar, and marched through 
the village beyond the Governor’s gardens, where 
they furprized two or three fmall fepoy guards, in- 
tercepted fome Utters, took a trooper’s horfe and 
arms, and one foldier prifoner; but on advancing 
down the road towards Mr. Turing's houfe, they 
perceived a body of Europeans and blacks which 
they were not a match for, and therefore returned 
by the way they went. From the fort houfe we 
perceived, in the mean time, two guns, perhaps 
eighteen or twenty-four pounders, the one drawn by 
bullocks, fifteen or eighteen yoke, and the other by 
bullocks and Cooleys, palling from Chindadrce pagoda 
a-crofs the plainlowards the Potters village; but be- 
ing near enough for our great guni to reach them, 
fome fliot were immediately fired from the Nabob’s 
baftion, and Lawrence’s, which foon made the Coo- 
leys and bullocks halt, and one of the guns finking 
almoft to the axle-tree at the fame time, it was pro- 
pofed to fend a p/.rty of three hundred fepoys, with 
a promife of a great reward, to nail tip the cannon ; 
they were accordingly fent out at the weflern gate, on 
the fight of which, and our firing, the bullock were 
caft off from the guns, and the Cooleys ran away, 
leaving the guns alone. Our firing, and the mo- 
tions of the fepoys, alarmed the enemy in the Elack- 
town, fo that about two hundred European borle 
were fent in all hafte towards the guns, and their foot 
marched to the weft fide of the black-town to fup- 
portthenv, this we perceived, and fearing the fe- 
poys might be cut to pieces, fent orders for them 
not to advance beyond the little bridge leading from 
the ifland to Kgmore. The enemy, by thefe mo- 
tions, were entirely alarmed, and we had an oppor- 
tunity 
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tunity of firing many (hot at their horfe and foot, 1758. 
but the execution was uncertain. About four 
five in the evening more Cooleys and bullocks were 
lent to fetch their guns, and, in fpite of our fire 
carried them off towards Mr. Turner’s garden- houfc; 
where, I believe, they were left for that night. The 
working party the fame number, and employ, as 
yellerday. M. Laity, by a letter to count D’Eftaing 
yefterday, complained that Ifouf Cawn was com- 
mitting great devaluations to the foinhward, near 
Pondicherry •, and that he fhould, in confequtnce, 
be obliged to make rcprifals round Madrafs. As to 
that, he cannot well depopulate the country more 
than he has; for, though he may be obliged to re- 
treat, -it will be long e’er Mad rate recovers its inha- 
bitants, and become a places of trade. 

The Nabob and his family were hft night fent 
on board the fnow in the road, with Mr. Norris, a 
counfellor, and failed this morning for Negapatam, 
where it is propofed the Nabob fhall land, and pro- 
ceed to Trichinopoly, from whence he may have an 
opportunity of difturbing the enemy. 

Last night the fire of (hot and (hells on theene- Dec.22. 
my was as the preceding nights ; the working party 
was one hundred men, and employed, in general, 
as before, except thofe on the demi-baltion, where 
the traverfe being finifhed, they were fet to repair 
fome part of the (ace and front of two merlons, 
which had fallen down in the late rains. 

The cannon or mortars fired lad night every ten 23. 
minutes on the enemy, in order to difturb their 
workmen, who by morning had deepened and 
lengthened their parallel a few feet -, they had alfo 
been at work on their line of communication between 
Mutall Pettah and Peda Naigues* but had not 
P 3 finiffad 
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1758. finilhed cither that, or the work they had been on 
elfewhtre. About eight or nine in the morning a 
fail appeared to the northward, and anchored about 
eleven o'clock-, (he fainted with nine guns, which we 
anfwered with nine (hot into the Blaik-town. This 
Ihip was the Thames, from Vizagapatam in four 
days ; and brings us advice of colonel Fordc having 
given the Marquis de Conflans, and the French forces 
under him, an entire defeat ; the further particulars 
of which muft be deferred till the letters are landed, 
the wind blow fo frefh, and the furf ran fo high, 
that no boat could get off. However, that the 
enemy might not wait fo long, we had all the troops 
in the covered way, and gave them a Feu de Joye 
from our mufketry, and three times (even twenty- 
four pounders with (hot into the Black -town. The 
working party confided of one hundred men, and 
were employed on the blind before the old north-eait 
baftion, and on railing the faces of the royal to the 
diftance of forty feet on each fide the laliant angle, 
to prevent the effect of (hot en ricochet * for which 
purpole the firlt embrafurcson each fide were clofed. 
The black artificers and Cooleys were employed on 
the north lunette, raifing the parapets, lining the cm- 
brafuies with Talmeira trees, and dofing the commu- 
nication vvjth the covered way by a travel lc on each 
fide. 

pcc.24. The wind blowing very hard lad night, it was 
apprehended the Thames, which had only one an- 
chor and cable, and drove, would have been obliged 
to quit the road, however, (he rode it out but 
pn feeing the vdfel to the northward weigh, and 
(land towards the road, (lie weighed alio, and 
flretched off to fea j in the afternoon fhc attempted 
tp fetch in again, but by (he evening was out oi 
fight to the fouthward. The French vejfel came 
prpofite thq north end of the Black town and an- 
chored. 
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chored. The fire of fhot and Ihells lafl night, on 1758. 
iuch places as the enemy was fu jetted to be work- 
ing at, was iomcwhat inure licquent than the pre- 
ceding evening; and, by what we could difeover, 
they had only enlarged their parallel a little, and 
placed a few timbers within to keep up the earth. 

The working party was about one hundred men, and 
was employed on the blind before the old north call 
ball ion, and in raifing the parapets of the royal 
bullion. The blacks, in facing the embrafures of 
the northern works, and finifhing the travtrfes of 
the north ravelin. This evening a foldier was exe- 
cuted lor attempting or threatening to (hoot his fer- 
jeant. Finding that the foldiers on the working par- 
ties were fomewhat unruly, the Governor gave out 
immediate orders, that all people fo employed Ihou Id 
dircftly obey my own, or aflillant’s orders, and, in 
calc of negkft, be fevcrtly punifhed. Mr. Catf- 
ford, a company’s lcrvant, was appointed a prac- 
titioner, and to rank as enfign. 

The fire from our cannon and mortars was kept Dec.25. 
tip laft night as in the preceding. 1 he cn< iny, as 
far as we could perceive, had done very bale work, 
and that only in deepening and thickening tl.eir pa- 
rallel. Our working party was one hundred men, 
be (ides fomc few Lafcars, about thirty Looleys, and 
fifty or fixty fepoys : they were in general employed 
as yefterday, except in removing the falcine parapet 
on the the fea gate redoubt, and making .mother of 
gabions. The traverfes of the north lunette were 
this day finiffied, and the platforms of the deini- 
baftion were lengthened eight feet with fleepers and 
plank. The Governor, colonel Lawrence, and "the 
principal officers having aflembled this evening, and 
confidered fome intelligence they had received of the 
enemy’s creating batteries, agreed that the mod ne~ 
ceffary work at prefent was finifhing the traverles on 
’ P 4 the 
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17*8. l ^ c baftion, a nd then clofing the opening be-r 
tween the north-weft curtain and the blind before 
the Mint Tally-port ; alfo ere&ing a traverfc in the 
covered way, before the north face of the royal baf- 
tion. Lall night, as a corporal was patroling on 
the glacis to the northward, a fepoy fired at him, 
and (hot him dead. In the forenoon a (loop appear- 
ed to the northward, (landing this way; but the 
French (hip hoifting her colours when the (loop 
came a- bread, and firing two guns, the (loop an- 
chored, and foon after flood in under the (hip's 
(tern ; (he had white colours, but appeared to be a 
Moors (loop. 

pec.26. The fire of our artillery and mortars was lad 
night pretty fmart, and we could not perceive that 
the enemy had done any thing on the north-eaft ; 
on the well, in the ftreet near the old hofpital, we 
perceived they had placed fome green gabions, and 
made a work ; but it appeared to be rather a re- 
trenchment a-crofs the ftreet than a battery. The 
working party was one hundred foldicrs and about 
three hundred fepoys, who, with the Lalcais and 
Cook-ys, were employed on the works determined 
on yeflerday, and on thole in hand before. 

** Last night a pretty brifl< fire was made from the 
' cannon and mortars on the north front, on fuch 
places as it was imagined the enemy were at work 
in. The working party was one hundred Euro 
peans and two hundred and fifty fepoys, employed 
yeflerday. 

g In the morning we difeovered that they had 
• # thrown up fome earth among the ruins of the houles 
a little to the north of the old hofpital, and that 
they had thickened and heightened their work to the 
north fo much, that it fyad more the appearance of a 

battery 
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battery than a parallel. The working party, of one 1758. 
hundred Europeans and three hundred fepoys, was 
employed on the works already mentioned. 

The fire of fhot and fhells, to the north and weft, Dec. 29. 
was pretty bride in the night ; however, the enemy 
had been hard at work, for in the morning we per- 
ceived they had formed a ftout parapet to the weft- 
ward, and, to appearance, had three embralures in 
it, though they were not opened ; the intent feems 
to be to fire on St. George’s lunette, the bridge of 
communication to it, and On the bridge leading to 
the ifland. Their work to the northward appeared 
now very plainly to be intended for a battery, in 
which I obferved five rows of pickets, placed at 
equal diftances as centers of embrafures, and by the 
length of the work there might be room for four 
more ; the dire&ion feems to be againft the north 
face of the old north-eaft baftion, and the north face 
of the demi-baftion. About ten in the morning we 
perceived a red flag on the Mount, inftead of the 
white there before; fo that we concluded captain 
Prefton had pofieflion of that poft. The enemy this 
afternoon appeared to be working on their battery to 
the northward, and fcvetal pieces of timber and 
plank were feen carrying thither for platforms to- 
wards the evening-, 1 alfo difeovered a large mortar 
placed in the communication between the two breaft- 
works firft begun by the enemy near the fea fide, 
from which it is to be fuppofed they will foon falute 
us. About fun-fet a dei'erter came in from the ene- 
my’s works to the northward. The working party 
of Europeans was one hundred men, and about 
three hundred fepoys, employed as yefterday. 

The fire of our artillery and mortars was laft 30. 
night pretty brifk, and, I believe, prevented the 
enemy from working much; for I could not per- 
ceive 



J O U R N A L of the 

ceive any great addition to the northern battery. To 
the weftward I obfcrved they had thrown up a good 
deal of earth behind fome old walls, which leems to 
be intended as a battery to enfilade the north face of 
the royal baftion, and the covered way before it ; 
but the form is as yet very incompleat. In the night 
a boat came from Sadrafs, and brought fomc letters 
of the 1 8th from the French army to Pondicherry, 
which captain Prcfton had intercepted. From theft: 
wc learn, that the enemy loft by our fally on the 
14th two hundred and twenty men and thirty offi- 
cers, killed or wounded. In fhort, they acknow- 
ledge themfelves to have been thrown into the 
grtateft confuGon, and that they mu ft have been en- 
tirely ruined had our party advanced more regularly 
on them, and been fupported by another body; to the 
northward. A letter from one of M. Lally’s Aidde 
Camps to the council of Pondicherry, complains 
much for want of money, and defires they would 
Jiipply him with fome, if it be but one hundred rou- 
pees, and that too chearfuily ; for their affairs were 
in a fair way, and the conqueft of Madrafs certain. 
In the morning we perceived a great fmoke at the 
Mount, from whence we concluded captain Prc lion 
and Ifouf Cawn, with their whole force, were there. 
This was confirmed by an 1 1 b ear coming in at noon, 
with advice that there had bec n a fkirmilh, and fome 
French troopers taken. A great number of black 
troops, horfe and foot, with large herds of cattle, 
were oblerved to come from the Mount and St. 
Thome to ligmore, and two guns were fent from 
the Black-town thither. Another deferter came in 
this afternoon, and in the evening a flag of tiuce 
with a letter from M. Lally, complaining of our 
firing at his head quarters, and threatening to burn 
the Black-town in return : but of this he had no 
right to complain, becaufe he is the firft general, 
perhaps, that fixed his head-quarters within point- 

si blarl: 
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blank (hot of the fort, and lodged a regiment, and 1758* 
his ammunition, at the fame place. The working 
party of one hundred men and three hundred fc- 
poys, employed as before, except on the blind be- 
fore the old north-eaft baftion, which was finiflied 
yefterday. 

Last night, and towards the morning partial- Dec. 31* 
larly, the fire from the cannon and mortars was ra- 
ther fmarter than before. At day-break a lfirge body 
of fepoys, the iirft company of grenadiers, and the 
troop of horfe, went over the bar to the fouthward, 
and into Trivelcane village, where they furprized a 
final 1 guard or two of fepoys, and intercepted feve- 
ral letters; from which we learn, that a frigate was 
arrived from the iflands to Pondicherry, and had 
brought about two hundred thoufand dollars ; but 
no mention was made of any forces. The going out 
of our fepoys gave M. Tally the alarm, fo that 
three or four picquets of Europeans, and fome Eu- 
lopean horfe, with guns, were fecn marching from 
the Black-town to Lgmore. A party of forty Eu- 
ropeans and as many fepoys, in eight boats, were 
lent off in the night to If retch a chain out to theeaft- 
ward;' lcil the boats to the fouthward, which had 
brought the enemy ammunition, (hould flip by and 
land it to the northward. Letters came in, about 
ten o’clock in the evening, from captain Prelion, ac- 
quainting us, that in the morning the enemy, in 
number about one thoufand, black and white, un- 
der colonel Kenelly, had about day-break advanced 
four guns near the Mount, and cannonaded him, 
which our people anfwered fo brifkly that the French 
retreated; afterwards they came on with two guns, 
which our people made a pufh at and took, killing 
fifteen of the French on the fpot, and wounding 
colonel Kenelly, one captain, and twenty-five 

wm- 
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An artillery man and hufiar came in laft night. 
In the afternoon a large (hip appeared to the north- 
eafly and by fun-fee was near eaft of the fort, with 
her hull juft appearing. The French (hip hoifted firlt 
Fnglilh colours, then French, and fired two guns; 
but the other (hip flood on to the fouthward, ami 
fhewed fome colours which had a white field, perhaps 
Portuguefe. The enemy’s works to the northward 
appeared to have received no addition this morning, 
but that to the weftward plainly appeared to be de* 
figned for two batteries ; one, in which three or four 
cmHrafures were formed, apparently to fire in the 
north weft lunette, and the otI>er, ot five or fix cm- 
brafures, not yet traced, to infilade the free of the 
royal baftion, and covered way before it. 1 he 
working party confided of one hundred Europeans, 
about forty Cooleys, thirty Lafcars, ten Peons, the 
Meflry bricklayers, and about fixty fepoys; who 
were all employed on the fevcral works before-men- 
tioned. 

East night, about ten o’clock, came in two de* 
*759* fetors, and informed us that M. 1 ally propoled to 
J 20, ullier in the new year by a bombardment; however, 
the night and morning pafied without any fire but 
what was on our fide. The enemy having made large 
detachments to oppofe captain Prefton and Ifouf 
Cawn, was the reafon, I fuppofe, of their working 
very little laft night; for I could not perceive in the 
morning any material alteration in their works to the 
north or weft. Letters lalt night from Sadrafs in- 
form us, that a Moors veffel, from the Nicabars to 
Porto Novo, brought advice of twelve Englifh (hips 
being at thofe iflands, and ready to fail for this place. 
The (hip which appeared in the offing was from Ma- 
cao, had touched at Mafliilipatam, where a (hip of 
ours (the Hardwick) had prevented her from felling 
gny thing; fo that (he intends to break bulk at Na- 

gapatam, 
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gapatam, and come up the coaft, Ifouf Cawn, 1759. 
we hear, has left the Mount, and is gone to Tre- C/'V'XJ 
vambore, about a league louth of St. Thome; and 
the 1 renchj apprehcnfivc of that pod, have fent all 
their black troops from Egmorc, and a ftrong body 
of Europeans to fupport them. The working party 
was one hundred Europeans, one hundred iepoys, 
and the fame Cooleys and Lai cars as mentioned yef- 
terday : they were employed as before, except in 
making traverfes before the magazine doors of the 
Nabob’s baftion. 

Our fire of artillery and mortars was laft night Jan. 2. 
very brijk ; but as loon as the light appeared, the 
enemy began to fire from four or five pieces of can- 
non on their weftern battery (DJ, and one mortar*, 
they alfo threw twelve inch fhclls from four or five 
large mortars placed near the weft end of their batte- 
ry (C) to the northward. This early falute furprized 
us, but as we had ten or twelve heavy cannon which 
bore on the enemy’s battery to the weftward, two of 
their guns were foon knocked to pieces, and their 
merlons lo much damaged that they withdrew their 
guns before eight o’clock. From their mortats they 
threw (hells till pad feven at night, commonly four 
in a flight, which were in general aimed at the fort- 
houfe, and fo well thrown, that two fell on the top 
and pierced the firft and fecond roof •, many others 
fell within the lquare, and ruined fome of the rooms; 
other houfes were alfo much damaged : but, what is 
molt remarkable, not one European or fepoy was 
wounded by Ihot or (hell, nor any other perfon hurt 
but a Duballi and a child or two. By letters from 
captain Preftoh, and alfo by five deferters which 
came into us in the evening, we learnt, that, early 
in the morning, M. Soupire, major general, who 
commanded at St. Thome, had marched a ftrong 
body and attacked him and Ifouf Cawn, who lay 

near 
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iycq, hear Trevambore, in three divifions j that the Cne- 
my had put our firft divifion in fome dil'order, taken 
their two guns, and fome prifoners ; but that the 
broken troops, having joined the fecond divifion, 
fell on the enemy in their turn, and put them to 
flight, killing about fifty Europeans on the fpot, 
with two officers; and, if we may believe the de- 
ferters, the troop of M. Aumont was very roughly 
handled, a troop of huffars cut to pieces, and three 
companies of grenadiers greatly difordered : our 
guns and prifoners were retaken. It was to favour 
this attack of M. Soupire that the enemy began their 
fire earlier by fome days than they would otherwiie 
have done, to withdraw our attention from what pal- 
led to the fouthward. We had advice to day that 
M. La Tour, under pretence of a vifit in marching 
from Pondicherry this way, had feized on * Sadrafs, 
and put a garrifon therein ; and that M. Lally had 
given orders for the fame fineffe to be pra&ifed on * 
Pouliacat. f lis defign on thefe places was the rea- 
fon, we fuppofe, that, in a paffport granted fome 
of our ladies, he excepted their going to Pouliacat or 
Sadrafs ; however, three boats, with feveral ladies 
in them ; were fent off to Sadrafs without paffports 
before this news arrived ; fo that we fear they will 
all be feized. 



Last night we threw many (hells, and fired ma- 
ny (hot at the enemy’s works, but they ceafcd firing 
after eight o’clock. In the morning we obferved 
they had clofed up the embrafures of their weftern 
battery, which was much difordered by our cannon ; 
they had alfo added fomething in height and thick - 
nets to their northern battery, but did not fire from 
either cannon or mortars. We obferved this day 
about fixty or feventy European horfe returning in a 
draggling manner from the fouthward towards the 
* Both belonging to the Dutch. 


Black- 
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Blacl$ town, and among them thirty or forty led 
horlls, which we imagined loft their riders in the ac- 
tion yefterday againft capt. Prefton and Ifouf Cawn. 

The working party was one hundred men and about 
two hundred fepoys, who were employed in finifliing 
the work a crofs the gut to the northward, in mak- 
ing traverfes before the doors of the Nabob’s baf- 
tion, and a-crols the ftreets leading to the fouth cur- 
tain, where the guards are in future to parade. 

Our artillery and mortars made a brifk fire lad j an . 
night on the enemy’s batteries, but neither (hell nor J 
lhot was returned from them ; however, in the morn- 
ing I obferved they had opened the cpaulment of 
their northern battery, and let in fafeines for the fac- 
ing of thcembrafures *, they alfo had repaired part of 
the weftern battery, where we difeovered two guns 
in the morning; but on our firing a few lhot they 
were withdrawn, and the embrafures choakcd with 
fafeines. Yefterday I drew out the following inftrqc- 
tions fof my afliftants, dividing them into two re- 
liefs ; and this morning Meff. Leigh and'Cotsford 
went on duty, to be relieved by lieutenants Eifer and 
Stevenlbn to-morrow. The working party was one 
hundred men and two hundred and fifty fepoys, em- 
ployed as yefterday. 

4< That the bufinefs dependant on the engineers 
may be conduced with greater regularity and care, . 
it is ordered, 

“ That captain lieutenant Lee, engineer in or- 
dinary, and enfign Cotsford, practitioner, do attend 
on the front attacked, together; and lieutenant 
Liter, of his Majefty’s fixty-fourth regiment, engi- 
neer extraordinary, and lieutenant Stevcnl'on, fub- 
tngineer, do alfo attend the front attacked, toge- 
ther ; and that thefe four gentlemen do relieve each 

other 




mo. ot * ier ’ tw0 anc * tw0 ’ cver y twen ty-four hours, at 
: _ the fame time as the guard is relieved. 


Jan. 5. 


“ That the fenior engineer on duty, every twenty- 
four hours, do make a report to me if any very 
extraordinary occurrence happens ; that he acquaint 
the fenior engineer who relieves him, with fuch ob- 
fervations as he has made while on duty, and with the 
nature of the work carrying on ; and alfo reports to 
me, by writing, in general terms, what has been ex- 
ecuted during his tour of duty. * 

“ That the fenior engineer going on duty every 
evening or morning, do attend the parade, and re- 
ceive the Working party, which he is to diftributc 
according to the orders he has received ; or, if he 
has none in particular, in fuch a manner as he thinks 
the fervicc may require. 

“ That the fenior engineer bn duty, on ap- 
plication being made to him by any military or artil- 
lery officer, tor the repairing or fecurlty of any 
work, do give them all the affiftance he can; and 
he is to take care that the parapets, embrafures, plat- 
forms, and the works in general, are kept in the beft 
condition poffible. The matter bricklayer, and 
matter carpenter, have orders to follow the direc- 
tions of the engineers on duty, and give all the af- 
fiftance they can in their branches.” 

Our artillery and mortars fired pretty brilkly laft 
night on the enemy’s batteries, but they neither fir- 
ed (hot nor Jhell, in the night or to day ; they were 
not idle, however, having finifhed the facing and 
almoft opened feven embrafures in their northern 
battery, where 1 perceived three guns in the even- 
ing, and in the morning three in the weft battery, 
which were foon malked or removed. To-day I 

again 
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again propofed to the Governor and colonel Law- 1759. 
n nee creating a battery behind the covered way in Wy-*. 
the faliant place of arms before the demi-baftion, 
and had permiflion about fix in the evening, and a 
working party of one hundred frefh men ■, which I 
immediately let to work under lieutenants Eiftr and 
Stcvenfon. This battery, of at lead five guns, I 
thought abfolutely neceflary to render our fire equal 
to the enemy’s ; for their battery of levcn or eight 
guns, fronting dire&ly the face of the old north call 
billion, will fire on the north face of the demi ob- 
liquely. To oppofe this fire we have only three guns 
on the old north-eaft baftion, which bear diredt ; two, 
in the north ravelin, fire in an oblique line ; and 
three or four from the loyal baftion, which alfo fire 
obliquely, and therefore have no great chance of ruin- 
ing the enemy’s guns. Now the new battery I pro- 
pole will be a dired grazing fire, and can neither be 
enfiladed nor bei-tei down, be ca life the glacis is the 
parapet, and the embrafures will be cut through it. 

The working party was one hundred men, xfides 
two hundred lepoys, employed as beloic. 

Our fire from the cannon and mortars were not j an 
I aft night very brifk. The enemy, in the morn- 
ing, as foon as they could well lee, threw five fhells 
into the town, as a lignal for their other batteries to 
begin ; and about feven began to fire from fix guns 
and as many mortars from their north battery (B), 
and from their wedt battery (D;, with three guns 
pointed on Pigot’s baftion (g) ; and four (Ej with 
an howicz firing on the flank of the demi baftion, 
and enfilading the covered way before ihe north face 
of the royal baftion; from thefe batteries they conti- 
nued to fire till about five in the evening, and threw 
near one hundred and fifty fhells, bdidcs (hot, chiefly 
into and over the town. The damage done the 
works is very trilling; but the houies in the 

town, 
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1759* town ’ w ^ ere or ^ ot l uve fuflfered much. 

Uv-^ Our fire of artillery and mortars was much fuperior 
to the enemy’s, and, to appearance, greatly diibr- 
dered their merlons. We alfo learn by a defertcr 
from the enemy’s artillery, that our (hells demount- 
ed one of their mortars, and killed three men in the 
north battery. The working party \yas one hundred 
men, and chiefly employed in forwarding the batte- 
ry in the north caft angle : as to fepoys or blacks, we 
had little or no work from* them. 

4 > 

Jan. 7. Last night the enemy threw but few (hells, and 
we only a (hot or fhell now and then. About four 
in the morning wc were furprized with the arrival of 
three boats, with a Frenchman in each : they were 
the boats which had been fent the third inftant with 
the ladies to Sadrafs. The French having feized that 
place, alfo feized the boats, and loading them with 
one hundred and fifty (hot of twenty-four pounds, 
one thoufand empty cartridges, fifty fteel caps, fifty 
barrels of powder, and fifteen hundred fand-bags 
fent them back, with a Toldicr in each, to the Black* 
town. The boat -fellows, towards the morning, 
being oppofite Madrafs, feized the arms of the deep- 
ing foldiers, poured water on the locks, then tied 
the men, and landed the boats at our fea gate. 

The enemy’s fire was very bride, till five in the 
evening, from their cannon and mortars, and then 
tlicy were (ilent*, in order, I luppofc, to repair their 
works. Our works, though not much damaged, 
bear, however, a rough afpedt, and the demi- 
baftion, as well as Pigot’s, is ftuck pretty full of 
(hot. The (hells the enemy threw have greatly da- 
maged the houles in the town, but have not hurt 
many people ; three Furopeans only being killed 
this day. Our working party could do nothing 
the day j a lew indeed attempted to work in the 
5 north- 
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horth-eaft faliant angle of the covered way; but the 
enemy having difeovered them, fired fo brifkly, that 
lieutenant Stevenfon, who direfted them, was knock- 
ed down by the wind of a lhot, but only (lightly 
hurt on the cheek; fo the party returned. The 
enemy opened a new battery near the burying- 
ground (F). 

As I found thcfoldiers, unufed tofuch duty, were ]j n . S. 
in general extremely aukward in repairing the da- * 
maged works, I conceived that the fervicc would be 
much better carried on by appointing a pioneer com- 
pany, compofed of volunteers drawn from the few 
ral corps, and to do no other duty but repair the 
works ; fo that by conftantly employing the fame 
people, they might more readily execute the fervit e 
they were fet about. 1 according made application, 
and fuccceded. The company to confifl of two ol- 
ficers, lieutenant Meyers, and enfign Wed, fix fcr- 
jeants, fix corporals, and eighty- e ght privates. Two 
companies of fepoys were alio formed, with proper 
officers, on the fame plan. The working party was 
this evening one hundred foldiers and as many k-- 
poys; employed in repairing the embrafurcs, plat- 
forms, and forwarding the battery in the coveie.i 
way before the demi-baftion. 

This morning the enemy opened two embrafur s 9 . 
more from their battery near the burying-ground, 
and fome earth appeared to be caft up near a little 
upper room houfe beyond the Eettah bridge (h). In 
the night they threw a great many (hot and lhc h 
after eleven o’clock. During the day their fire wa> 
very brifk from r heir cannon, though but few (beds 
were thrown by them. Ten grenadiers were polled 
in the north eali angle of the covered way, to fire into 
the enemy’s embralures; and two twelve-pounders 
were fired from the new battery. 1 he working p^r- 
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ij'y. ty, of one .hundred men and one hundred fepoyS* 
with fix artificers, were employed in repairing em- 
brafu res, platforms, and other damages done the fe- 
veral works ; alfo in cutting up a damaged Hone plat- 
form on the old north call bullion, and laying one of 
wood : a blind or twelve feet thick and feven feet 
and an half high, was begun thirty five feet behind 
the flank of the demi-baftion, to cover the people 
on that work from the enemy’s fhot which might 
come in at the embraiures of the flank, or en rico- 
chet over it •, the merlon next the fhoulder was role 
for the lame purpoie. In the evening two fail ap- 
peared to the 1'outhwarJ, and anchored near vSc. 
Thome, with white colours, being both of them (hips. 

Jan jo. Last night the enemy threw very few (hells, and 
fired not many (hot : on our fide we were almoft as 
lilent. I he two (hips which appeared to the fouth- 
ward (fill remain at an anchor near St. Thome, and 
as tar as we can diilover, are Ficnch fliips from Pon- 
dicherry. C ur working party was lull night one 
hundred pioneers, and lixty grenadiers, bolides one 
hundred and lixty fepoys. i hey were employed in 
complcating the covered way battery to four pieces 
of c annon, which were mounted before morning; in 
filling bags of earth at the foot of the demi bail ion, 
and clearing w hat the enemy had beat down; in re- 
pairing the parapets of the demi, north-cad, ro>aI, 
and Pi gut’s ball ions, and laying two woeden plat- 
forms on the iii It bullion, in the room of two done 
• ones, damaged. In the night the enemy carried oil 
p irt of a zig-zag about one hundred feet long, neaily 
ua Award from ti.cir northern battery (k 1), and tak- 
ing a turn, carried another two hundred feot long, 
bac k towards the fca fide, as marked in the plan 
(m n). They alfo drew part of a tiench (L) from 
the hide houfe in the Pcttah towards the bridge; 
and repaired thfir fluttered merlons with land bags. 

Last 
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Last nighr the enemy were almoft wholly filent 17^0. 
with their artillery and mortars but were not idle* 


with their (hovels ; for in the morning we difeover- 
ei] that they had deepened their zig zaps, begun the 
preceding night to the northward, and lengthened 
that which ftretched towards the fea almoft to the 
beach (O, : they had alio drawn their trench from 
the houfe'h), quite to the I’ettah bridge, and opened 
a battery rf two guns from the kitchen of the new 
hofpital (G), which fired on the north -well curtain 
and the blind before the mint felly port; but 1 flip 
pole were intended to plunge into the royal bullion, 
and batter the eail flank in reverie. Our working 
pjrry w3$ ninety men of the pioneer company, and 
fixty voluntiers, grenadiers, befides one hundred and 
fixty fepoys employed in repairing the damaged mer- 
lons, and platforms of the north font; demounting 
fome difebled guns, and making blinds before the 
doors and windows of the arched hofpital under the 
old weft curtain : alfo in filling fend bags at the foot 
of the demi ball ion, and dealing the earth beat 
down. This afternoon 1 examined the woiks, as to 
their flatc, and obferved that the parapets of the 
north face of the demi bail ion are a good deal fliat- 
tered ♦, that the brick paraj et of the north face of the 
old north-cafl bullion is wholly ruined; but the wall 
being well covered by the blind of gabions made be- 
fore it, is not much hint. T lie weft face of the 
royal baftion is but little hurt below the cordon, and 
the right hand face of Pigoi's bullion being built to 
a great Hope, the enemy’s fire has had no other ef- 
fect than beating the earih to its natural Hope, j\\ hich 
is from the extremity of the berm to the top of the 
parapet. The old curtain wall to the northward is 
a good deal /battered about the parapets, and moft 
of the pallifadoes of the caponniere broke, by the 
plunging (hot from the enemy’s weft butteiy. 

ce 3 r 1,1 


Jan. n. 
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j ji* The enemy having yeflerday brought a field- piece 
u-, -w or two near the bar (12), and fired a tew (hot on the 
Jan. 12. people and bullocks which had taken (belter to the 
Southward of the fort *, and there appearing to be a 
breafUwork and guard of the enemy near the fea 
fide, it was determined to attack that poll early this 
morning; accordingly, as (bon as the moon was 
gone down, the grenadiers of the third battalion un- 
der captain Campbell, and "near one hundred men 
more, with thicc hundred fepoys, all under major 
Bicreton, marched by the fea fulc to the bar, and 
there received the fire of the enemy’s advanced port; 
by which we had one of the grenadiers killed and 
two wounded. Our people, without firing, march- 
ed on to the Governor’s garden houfe (13), and in a 
(mail lane or ftreet on the foutli fide of it found 
the enemy drawn up with two fmall field-pieces, 
and about fifty men. The enemy fired two dil- 
charges of grape on our party within fifty paces ; 
but the gunners being killed they made no other ufe 
of their guns : on the contrary, the picquet broke, 
and ran each his own way. 'I he guns were taken 
and brought in, one officer and fix men were allb 
taken prifoners, and about ten or fifteen killed or 
left wounded on the fpot. On our fide we had one 
killed, one officer (lieutenant Robfon), of the grena- 
diers) mortally wounded, and nine men. 1 his little 
affair has doubtlefs given our people great fpirits, 
and damped thofe of the enemy A party, with 
an officer, was alio fent out in the night at St. 
George’s gate, which advanced on the bridge lead- 
ing to the Pettali, and fired into the enemy’s trench, 
but could not perceive any people at work. About 
fcvci m the evening a patty of the enemy advanced 
towards our north-eaft ialiant angle of the covered 
way, and gave a fire thereon. In the night alfo n 
party of our men, with an officer, was fent out to 
dilturb the workmen of the enemy’s zig-zags to the 

north- 
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northward, who advanced to their work, fired on 1759. 
and killed their centinel, and took a Hand or two of 
arms, without any lofs. The fire of the enemy’s 
cannon was pretty brifk yefterday, but they threw 
very few (hells, and thofe not large. I could not 
perceive that they had done much to their approaches 
laft night; but the merlons of their batteries feemed 
to be tolerably well repaired with fand bags. The 
working party was the pioneer company, and about 
one hundred and feventy fepoys, who were employ- 
ed in making a traverfe on the north face of the 
demi-ballion; carrying off the earth at the foot of 
it ; fetching pallifadoes to fet up in the dry ditch be- 
fore the north face, and repairing the damaged plat- 
forms And parapets. On the royal batlion, old north- 
call, and covered way battery, the parapet, the* 
platforms and embrafures were repaired. 

Last night about feven o’clock, the enemy ad- Jan, 13. 
vanced pretty near the covered way on the north- 
eaft, and gave a fire of muiquetry on our people 
there at work. They alfo fired in the night, from 
their approaches, on a fmall party of ours, polled 
on the faliant angle under cover of a boat, and 
wounded three men. From the covered way and 
north lunette, we could plainly perceive the enemy 
at work near the fea-fide, which we endeavoured to 
prevent by frequent difeharges of grape, mufquctrty 
and (hells. Our working party was leventy -eight 
men of the pioneer company, and one hundred 
and eighty fepoys, who were chiefly employed in re- 
moving the earth at the foot of the demi- billion, and 
the rubbilh before the old north eaft ballion, which 
works I was determined to repair, and fecure as 
much as poffible, fiuce the enemy feemed to bend 
moll: of their fire againft them, and direft their at- 
tack that way. 1 therefore raifed, and thickened 
the blind before the north caft baftion, whofc parapet 
4 was 
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was much fluttered, and begun a pallifadoc at the 
foot of the dcmi-baftion* fix feet within the cuvette, 
which I propofe to carry quite round the flank and 
north face. I alfo propofed another, between the 
blind and north face of the old north-cad baftion. 
The enemy, in the night, had covered the head of 
their zig-zag near the fea, by a final] return or cro- 
chet (0 p) beginning near the beach, and ftretching 
wefhvard parallel to the north front. To the wdt- 
ward, the enemy fired with four guns from the new 
hofpital, but did nothing to their trench near the 
Pettah biidgc. '1 heir fepoys, to the fouthward ol 
the bar, were at work all clay in raifing a bread- 
work for their defence, in cafe vse fliould makeano- 
ther attempt on that fide. 

Last night, as we imagined the enemy would be 
at work again at the crotchet before their zig-zag, 
we begin a pretty fmart fire of mufquetry from our 
covered way, and frequently gave them difeharges 
< f grape from the north lunette and covered way bat- 
tery. from the royal and demi-baflions we threw 
final 1 and large (hells into their approaches and bat- 
teries, fo that they were pi evented from doing much 
work. By the morning, however, they had run 
on their return about twenty yards, and complcated 
vhat they had roughly traced the night before. Our 
working party, befides feventy -fivc men of the pio- 
neer company, was a Aided by one hundred twenty 
men out of the two battalions, and one hundred fe- 
venty fepoys. The earth, near the (boulder of the 
demi-badion, having formed an afeent almod prac- 
ticable, about an hundred Europeans, and as many 
fepoys, were fet to carry it off in bafkets or land 
bags, to repair the parapet of the badion above. 
The pallifadoc, begun at the foot of the badion, 
was continued near an hundred feet more. The pa- 
japet of the northed badion being quite deftroyul, 
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and that work being of the greateft confequence to 
be kept in good repair, about one hundred-fixty Ku- 
ropeans, and the reft of the fepoys under lieutenant 
.Stevenfon, were let to clear away the mined para- 
pets, and ered others with fand bags, gabions, and 
j'aicines, two merlons of which were finithed before 
the morning. An old fally port in the cad curtain, 
near the fouth flank of the old north call bullion, 
was opened for the more ready communication with 
the north-cad part of the covered way, and a door 
place in it. 

Last night a brifk fire of mufquetry, cannon and Jan. 15. 
mortars was kept up trom our covered way and the 
works-of the north front, on the enemy’s approaches, 
and prevented them from doing more than lengthen- 
ing their crochet a little, and opening it in the mid- 
dle (q), from whence they placed futcen or twenty- 
gabions in an oblique diredion towards the fea fide. 

Our working party confided of the pioneer compa- 
ny, the fird company of grenadiers, and ninety men 
ot the two battalions, be! ides two companies of fe- 
poys. \ hey were employed in finifhing the parapet 
of the old north cad bullion, which was put in very 
good condition, and three guns mounted thereon ; 
in clearing the earth from the face of the demi-baf- 
tion, repairing the parapet, and fixing pallifadoes at 
the foot of it. On the royal baftion a blind was be- 
gun to cover the three guns in thcead flank next the 
curtain from the fire of the enemy’s battery near the 
new hofpital, which takes it in reverie. The em- 
bralures of St. George’s, and the north-wed lunette, 
heing much out of repair, a party of twenty men, 
and a ferjeant, was let to repair them. The fire of 
the enemy’s cannon was this day very brifk, and cheir 
north battery was augmented to ten pieces of cannon, 
with which they fired in fulvos on the old north-cad 
baftion, and foon difmeunted two of the three gi nsi 
6 Last 
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Last night a picquet of the enemy’s advanced to 
the boats, and drove an advanced party of ours from 
thence. The fire of the mufquetry from the covert 
way, and the cannon and mortars from the baftions 
and north lunette, was well kept up on the enemy’s 
approaches. They, in return, threw a few fhells, 
and fired a few Ibot into the town and works, by 
which one of the working party was wounded. Our 
working party, of fixty four pioneers, fixty grena- 
diers of the fccond battalion, and one hundred and 
thirty fepoys, were employed in repairing the para- 
pet of the old north-eaft baftion, which was again 
complearcd for three guns. In repairing, and cover- 
ing by fome gabions, the pallifadoe before the faf- 
cine battery near the fea * in clearing the earth from 
the foot of the demi-baftion, and therewith thicken- 


ing the blind before the old north-eaft baftion ; repair- 
ing the parapets and embrafures above, and carrying 
on the pallifidoe below. This day the enemy threw a 
great many Ihells into the town, particularly the 
north end, and killed or wounded us more men than 


in any preceding day •, among the reft, two of the 
pioneer company were killed at their barrack door. 
The enemy laft night had augmented their north 
battery to twelve embrafures, and fired from thence 
very brilkly on the old north-eaft and demi-baf- 
tion. They alfo filled the gabions they had left 
empty the night before, and advanced their work in 
the fame direction about twenty yards (r). About 
ten in the morning a fnow appeared to the north- 
eaft, and anchored, on which the French frigate 
chafed, and all their Ihips threw out Englifli co- 
lours. 


Jan. 17. Last night an inceflant fire was kept up with 
mufquetry from the covered way, and about twelve 
<\clock, an officer with twelve men were fentoutto 
fall on the enemy’s workmen, which he fired on fe- 

veral 
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veral times, but a large body advancing, he was kill* 1 759. 
ed himfelf, and three of his men wounded. Not- 
>vithltanding the interruption we gave them, the 
enemy carried on the remaining part of their zig-zag 
to (s), and covered it by a crotchet or boyau (t). 

Our working party was feventy-fix of the pioneer 
company, the firft company of grenadiers, and twen- 
ty-four lerjeants and corporals off duty, betides one 
hundred thirty fepoys. They were employed in re- 
pairing the parapet of the old north eaft baftion, 
which was put in order, and a platform lengthened 
for three guns, the fame number as at firft. The 
blind below was thickened, and the rampart of it en- 
larged. The covered way battery being deemed no 
longer ufcful, the guns were drawn off in the afeer* 
noon, and the platforms taken up. In the night 
we elofed the erpbrafures, and lowered the merlons 
into a regular dope. Many of the pallifadoes which 
were fixed in the dry ditch, having been deftroyed 
by the enemy’s Ihot and fhells, were replaced, and 
others fixed round the flank of the demhbaftion; the 
embrafures of the demi-baftion next the faiiant angle 
were filled up, the merlons of the three embrafures 
next the lhoulder were repaired, and the parapet 
lengthened. The earth at the foot of the face was 
entirely carried away. 

Last night, the enemy brought two guns down j an< ^ 
to the Bar, and fired a few fhot at fome fepoys of ours 
polled on the oppofite fide. Yefterday and this 
night the enemy threw a great many (hells into the 
town, and fome into the works, which did us more 
damage than any they threw before. The enemy, 
yellerday in the afternoon, worked at thickening the 
land-bank to the right of their battery clofe to the 
fea, and this morning they opened three embrafures 
through it, which in the afternoon fired on the north- 
fall face of the north lunette * fo that their north 

battery 
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1759. battery now confifts of fifteen embrafures. The ene- 

•-^v^my extended their parallel or crochet (t) at the foot 
of the glacis weft waul about fifteen yards, but in a 
rough unfiniflicd manner, as indeed their whole 
work appears ro be. Our working party lalt night 
confided of feventy-fix pioneers, the fecond company 
of grenadiers, and one hundred and thirty fepoys, 
who were employed in clearing the earth at the foot 
of the demi- haft ion, finilhing the pallifadocs in the 
dry ditch, levelling the earth in the north -ealt angle 
of the covered way, raifing and thickening the blind 
befoic the old north -cart baftion, and giving the pa- 
rapets of that baftion an entire repair. To day the 
enemy did not fire from their battery near the old 
hofpitaly and the embrafures appeared elofed up. 

Jan. 19. Notwithstanding the fire which wc kept up 
lnft night iiom our mufquctry, cannon and mortars, 
the enemy advanced by a third zig-zag (v) a-crofs 
thefahant angle of the glacis. In the forenoon, the 
enemy fired pretty fmanly from their nuifquetry behind 
their lirlf crotchet. They alfo brought two heavy 
guns (o) to the fouth of the Bar, and threw fome 
ihot into the town. Our working party laft: night 
was one officer, three ferjeants, and fifty-fix pio- 
neers, the firfi company of grenadiers, and thirty- 
two ferjeants and corporals, who were employed in 
levelling the earth raifed for the guns in the north* 
calf angle of the covered way, clearing the earth from 
the loot of thedemi-baftion, carrying a pallifadoe a- 
crofs the dry ditch before the eaft wing, thickening 
and raifing the blind, and repairing the embrafures 
of the noith-eaft haflion. The enemy’s (hells this 
day let fire to the forting warehoufc, to a warehoufe 
in Glouccfter lane, and to fome fait petre in Middle- 
gate firtet, fo that the town was on fire in three 
places at once. 


Last 
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Last night the enemy threw very few /hells or 1759. 
fhut into the works or town* nor did they ad- 
vance their works more than by producing the third Jan. 20. 
z g-zagfiom the ridge of the glacis obliquely to the 
lea- fide, where they crowned it by a Email return of 
four or five gabions. In the afternoon, I obferved 
a lew Europeans working at a barbet parapet (o) 
iv ar the fiflhers huts to the lbuthward of the bar, 
where the enemy had brought two large cannon, or 
one cannon and one mortar \ for fuch they appeared 
to me. Our working party was the pioneer compa- 
ny and one hundred and twenty fepoys, employed in 
the fame manner as yefterday, except driving rows of 
piquets in the front of the fafcinc battery, and mak- 
ing a breaft-work before the pallifadoe which fepa- 
rates the demi- bullion from the fecond curtain. 

Last night the enemy threw few or no fliells, and 2 1 • 

find lefs than in any night of the liege ; nor did they 
make any apparent approach in their works. They 
thickened their lccond zig-zag and crotchet, and laid 
lome land-bags for their mufquctry. Our working 
party confided of the pioneer company, and one hun- 
dred and twenty fepoys, who were employed in re- 
pairing the parapets and embrafures of the old north- 
call bullion in finilhing the blind for mufquctry ; 
m dearing the face of the demi- bullions, and driving 
pickets in the fiont of, and laying falcines on the 
fafcinc battery ; repairing the parapet and embrafures 
0; the left face of the north baftion, and in clearing 
the lea-gate of rubbilh, and making a traverfe be- 
fore the gate of the redtmbt. The enemy’s batteries 
were this day very filent; but they fired pretty brilk- 
ly from their trenches on fuch of our people as ap- 
peared at the embrafures or over the parapets. The 
enemy’s method pf proceeding, by fimpie lap, in fo 
confined and unfupported a manner as their ap- 
proaches arc formed, giving great room to believe a 
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iy$g, lally might eafily drive them from their work, and 
overfet lome of‘ the gabions, it was determined to 
fend out thirty foldiers and forty pioneers, to try 
what could be done. A little part five in the even- 
ing ten men and a ferjeant went out by the fca-fide, 
and an officer and twenty men went out by the bar- 
rier in the north call angle of the covered way ; an 
engineer, with the captain of pioneers and forty men, 
followed. The foldiers were to pofiefs the enemy’s 
fecond ciochct, and cover the pioneers, while they 
deftroyed the lodgment forming on the ridge of the 
glacis, livery thing fuccecded as we could wiflv, the 
enemy ran out of their lap in an inflant, and our pio- 
neers, for about eight minutes, worked hard at de- 
ft roy ing • gabions, and inch things as they found. 
The enemy then began to collect in their lirft 
crotchet, and a fignal was made for the return of 
our party. We loft two feijeants killed, and three 
or four pioneei s wounded : what the enemy (who had 
moltly lcpoys in their works) loft, we cannot guefs; 
but as our cannon, mortars, and fmall arms played 
brilkly upon them, before and after the fally, they no 
doubt fulfered. It was appichended they were car- 
rying a gallery under the glacis, in order to open the 
covered way by a mine; but nothing of that kind 
was difeovered. 

fan 2 7 I- AST n ^' ,t l ' lc cnem y did not advance their a F’ 

^ 4l ’ proaches, but worked at thickening their fecond 
crotchet, third zig-zag, and railing the head of their 
lap (w) on the ridge of the glacis. They fired few 
fhells, and thofe chiefly into the works, louring the 
day the enemy fired very few cannon, particulaily 
from their northern battery, where molt of the cm- 
braliires feem to be blinded, Our pioneer company 
having been out on the lally, we could only get a fer- 
jeant and twelve men to work in the night, who were 
employed in repairing the parapets of the old north- 
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call baftion, and one hundred fepoys, who worked 
at a travcrfe before the palliiadoe which fcrves as a 
barrier between the royal baftion and low curtain 
they alfo carried palliladoes down to the falline bat- 
tery. 

Last night a bride fire of mufquetry was kept up j aru 23. 
on the enemy’s approaches -, however, they advanced 
a few gabions on the glacis (x), almoth paralKl to 
the call face of the covered way •, and they opened a 
battery (H) of four embrafures in their third zig- 
zag, with an intent to fire on the right face of tne 
north ravelin ; but it did not anfwer their exporta- 
tions in bearing well on that work. Our working 
party, of fixty three pioneers and one hundred fe- 
poys, were employed in repairing the north call bai ■ 
tion, in making a travcrfe before the gate leading 
into the caponnicre from the low curtain-, another 
before each of the gates which clofe the communica- 
tion to the royal and demi-ballions ; alfo in filling 
land-bags in the north-call angle of the covered way, 
and carrying tliPin to the leveral works. Two em- 
brafures were repaired, and one platform on the demi- 
ballion j and one platform on the north ravelin. 

Last night the enemy attempted to pufh their ga- 2 4. 
bions dole to our covered way, but lbme of our men 
polled there overiet many, which roll: d into the fed, 
and pulled others in between the palliiadoe. A frnart 
fire of mufquetry commenced on this occasion, and 
continued two or three hours, in which we loll ten 
or twelve men, killed or wounded. From the north - 
eaft ballion and fafcinc battery the field- pieces fired 
grape in fuch plenty, that feventy difeharges were 
made out of one gun-, the enemy’s lots, from fork 
a fire, muft doubtlefs have been great, and their work 
appeared this morning p'Ugh and incompieat. Our 
working party was fixty pioneers and one hundred 1<> 

poys, 
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17 'Q P°y*» w ^° were employed in repairing the old north’ 
ealt baftion-, the embrafures of the north ravelin, 
and making a blind behind the flank of the royal 
baftion ; but the pioneers being fcnt for to go and 
overfet the enemy’s gabions, little work was done. 
We loft of that party one killed and two wounded. 

Jan. 25. Last night the enemy puflied on their approaches 
in a line parallel to the caft face ol the covered way, 
as far as the Palineira patlifadoc (y), which runs 
quite into the lea ; parallel to which they made a re- 
turn. In the night a fmall party of our pioneers 
went and pulled feveral of the enemy’s gabions into 
the covered way, and a fmall party of grenadiers 
alarmed them in their trenches. Our working party 
confided of fifty-three pioneers and one hundred fe* 
poys, who were employed in repairing the embra- 
1 11 res of the old north -eaft baftion, in repairing the 
parapets and embrafures of the north ravelin; filling 
in the (hells holes in the caponniere, and making a 
banquet behind the traverfe leading to it. About 
two o’cloclj in the afternoon it was determined to 
make a i'aliy, with twenty men of the guard behind 
the blind, and twenty of the* pioneer company, with 
an intent to deftroy the work the enemy had done 
the preceding night: they accordingly went out and 
drove the enemy fiom their approach behind the 
ltockadoe, and our pioneers endeavoured todemolilh 
their work by overletting the gabions, and throwing 
the tools they found into the lea, or our coveied 
way. After maintaining their ground near fifteen 
minutes, the enemy began to grow very numerous 
in their crotchet on the ridge of the glacis ; on which 
our people were ordered to retire. We had captain 
Black, who commanded the twenty men, wounded 
through the leg, and lieutenant Hczpatriclc of the 
grenadiers (of whom twenty went out; through both 
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his arms, tWo or three men and one fcrjeant killed. 1759. 
The enemy mult have fuffered confiderable from our 
fire, which was kept up very brilkly from the works 
above ah hour. 

Last night the enemy pulhedon their approaches Jan. 2 6 . 
in a line almoft parallel to the north face of the co- 
vered way before the demi baftion, and made a re- 
turn ( 7 .) at the end of it, to cover their flank •, fo 
that! by the work of this and the preceding night they 
wholly embraced the faliant angle of our covered 
way, and confcquently made it too hazardous for us 
to keep, troops therein. Our working party laft night 
confined of fifty- three pioneers and eighty-eight 
fepoys, who were employed in repairing the north- 
ealt baftion, the parapet and embrafures ; in repair- 
ing the embrafures and parapets of the fafeine batte- 
ry, and lengthening it towards the fca ; and at the 
fea gate redoubt, in (hutting up the great gate which 
was damaged and very difficult to pafs, by the fall- 
ing of the viranda ; and opening the fmall gate on 
the fouth fide ; alio in clearing the rubbilh from the' 
north flank of the battery, and filling the gabions 
placed on the face. To-.day the enemy fired moil of 
their (hot from their feveral batteries into the town; 
buc threw their (hells chiefly towards the works on' 
the north front. 

The enemy, laft night, did nothing but widen and' a7< 
raife the work of the preceding night ; which we in 
fomc degree impute to the detachments they made to' 
oppofe captain Prefton and Ifouf Cawn, who 1 we' 
heard were at Ponamalle. Our working party con- • 
fifted of forty -feven pioneers and ninety fepoys, who 
were employed in repairing the north-eaft baftion; 
in repairing the embrafures of the flank of the royal 
baftion ; and in repairing the parapets and etnbra- 
l’ures of the north lunette ; they alio work#), during 
R the 
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1 759. the day, at the lea gate icdoubt, when the north 
flank was entirely repaired, and embrafures formed 
for four guns. In the afternoon captain Erefton’s 
fignal, of a great fmokc, was feen weft of Egmore, 
and an Hi rear came in, with a report that the 
French had been entiiely routed by our troops. 

Tan 28 ^ IIE CIUin y ^ not ^ n ’6^> to appearance, 

’ work much at their approaches, owing, 1 fuppofe, 
to the extraordinary guards they were obliged to 
ketp, on account oflfouf Cawn, whole horle were 
ycllcrday veiy near Egmore This morning, the 
French black horle, foot, and their European ca- 
valry, were drawn up in a line, between Egmore 
and captain Mulkelyne’s gardens, and by their mo- 
tions to the light and left, we expefted that Ifouf 
Cawn was near them, especially as leveml fmokes 
were Icen that way •, however, nothing appeared. 
In the foicnoon, we obfetved that the enemy, with 
feveral yoke of oxen, intended to draw off the guns 
they had to the louthward of the bar but on our 
filing a few fhot, the bullock drivcis and bullocks 
difippeartd. 1 he enemy having now furroundetl 
our north-call laiiant angle, and probably intending 
to make a battery on the glacis, it was determined 
to try laft night if we could pufli a mine from the 
counterfcarp that way. An engineer and eight men 
were accordingly let to open an arch, which had been 
ruined in the counterlcrap for that purpofe. The 
reft of the working party, being thirty two pioneers 
and eighty fepoys, were employed in repairing the 
parapet, and embrafures of the right face of ihe north 
lunette, and mailing a ditch before the iouth flank 
of the fea gate battery, in which a pallifadoc v.as 
fixed. 

2 Last night ihe enemy dre w off one of their guns 

^ to the luuthwa; d, but we could not perceive that 

they 
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they had worked any thing at their approaches hill 1759. 
two o’clock in the afternoon, when they were dif- v ** 
covered throwing up earth through .1 fmall hole jult 
within the banquet in the coveied way oppufitc ihtf 
itockadoe yj, which was placed on the eallcrn gla- 
cis *, which makes me imagine they were walking by 
covered fap, with an intent to open the counn rllarp 
under cover of the laliant angle ot the demi-bailion, 
where they could not be ieen from the llank of the 
royal, but having come too near the furface, the 
earth fell in, and they wete difeovered. Some gre- 
nadiers were immediately lint out to fire into the 
hole, And throw granades, which they did, and there- 
by doped the enemy’s wot king. Our working party 
was lall night fhitty leven pioneers and fixry lepoys 
who were employed in carrying on the gallery, and 
in railing the right lide of the caponnieie, to cover 
our people palling and r, palling to the north ravelin. 

Twelve men and a feijeant, with fume boatmen, 
worked in the day at the lea gate, in railing the 
fouth llank of the battery, and filling up the uielcls 
cmbralutes. 

The enemy were lad night quite filent in their Jan. 30. 
trenches, but threw plenty of fhells into the town, 
and at the north ravelin By their filence, and other 
appearances, we concluded they were making a bat- 
tery fome where on the face of the covered way, or 
carrying on a gallery towards the blind. Our work- 
ing party confided of forty five pioneers, and about 
feventy five fepoys, who were employed in pufhing 
on the mine, compleatingthe right lide of thecapon- 
nicre, and in repairing the parapet and embralures 
of the right face of the north ravelin. A fail, which 
had been in fight to the fouthward all day, came into 
the road towards the evening, under Englilh colours, 
and proved to be the Muftlbuiy, from Bombay, hav- 
ing been left by the other four India men, and two 
R z twenty- 
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1759. twenty-gun (hips, which came as a convoy, the fe- 
venth inftant off Ceilon, and expe&ed to have found 
them h<re. This (hip, being the worft failor, bad 
been an hofpital (hip, and therefore brought us only 
the fick, and thereby added to our diftrels for 
100m. 

Jan. 31. The French frigate, laft night, came near and 
received a broad (ide from the Shaftfbury, and then 
failed to the fouthvvard, and to-day in the afternoon 
returned into the road again. A little before her re- 
turn, feveral boats were feen going with men to the 
Haarlem, a Dutch Jndiaman feized by the French, 
which (hip immediately weighed and Rood towards 
the Shaftfbury, who flipped her cable and flood 
quite under our guns. The Haarlem fired feveral 
(hot at our (hip, and followed her fo clofe, that we 
tried to reach her with the guns from the fea line, 
but (he was at too great a range to fire with any cer- 
tainty. The enemy, from their battery of two guns 
to the font h ward (O), and one from the northward 
(H), ftiuck the Shatfbury feveral times, but night 
coming on, faved her from the damage (lie mult other- 
wife have received, Farly in the morning, the enemy 
opened four embrafures on the north face of the co- 
vered way before the demi- baft ion, and began to 
fire with three guns, but the earth in the fheils of 
their embrafures was fo high, and the battery fo ill 
conftrufted, that, after firing twenty or thirty (hot, 
none of which came within Icveral feet of the top of 
our parapets, the battery was filent, not only from 
its inutility, bur, l imagine, fomeof the guns were 
demounted by the fire from our north-eaft baftion. 
The working party laft night was forty-eight pio- 
neers, twelve of which were employed in pulhing 
on the mine, the reft in clearing the earth from the 
demi* baftion, and repairing the fafeine battery. It 
btingallo imagined that. the enemy were puihiog on 
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a gallery behind the codnterfcarp imder the narrow 1759. 
covered way to the eaftward, with an intent to de-'— - v— — 
ftroy our blind, or blow up the covered way, it was 
determined to open another gallery from the covered 
paflage under the blind, and carry it on to meet the 
enemy, in cafe they fliould advance that way. 

The enemy laft night repaired the damaged mer- ^ 
Ions of their battery, and endeavoured to lower the 
cells of their embrafures, from whence in the morn- 
ing they fired three guns, but with little effett, and 
were foon obliged to dole their embrafures, as in the 
preceding day. The Haarlem, the enemy’s battery 
to the fouthward, and one gun to the northward, fir- 
ed on the Shaftlbury, at intervals, all day, and have 
fent feveral fhot through her we, in return, fired 
at the fhip, and the enemy’s fouthern guns; in the 
evening, a twenty-four pounder burft on St. Thome 
baftion, and wounded fix men, of which four were 
mortally hurt. The Governor being there, very 
narrowly efcaped with a flight fcratch. The Cudda- 
lore lchooner came near the road in the evening, and 
then flood away to the northward again. Our 
working party laft night was fifty-four pioneers and 
thirty- five fepoys, who were employed as follows: 
twenty* four pioneers, pufhing on our gallery, re- 
lieved each other every fix hours, the reft, with the 
fepoys, were repairing the palliladoe in the gorge of 
the north lunette, repairing the embrafures in the 
caft flank of the royal baftion, and levelling the 
earth beat down on the banquets of the lower cur- 
tain. The enemy threw but few fliclls laft night or 
in this day. 

Last night the enemy worked at repairing the 
parapet, and lowered the embrafures of their bat- 
tery on the creft of the glacis, in which they opened 
again this morning five embrafures, and fired with 
R 3 two 
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J 759* * vv0 £ uns on the angle of the demi-baftion, which 
rarely (truck the top of the parapet. Our working 
party was fifty-one pioneers, and a hundred lepoys, 
who were employed in repa ring the fafeine battery, 
in fitting U[> pallifiidoes in the gorge of the north rar 
velin, and in repairing the parapets of the north-call: 
bafiion ; twenty feven men were employed in pu fil- 
ing the gall: r y under the north covered way, and un- 
der the covered way near the blind. '1 he enemy’s 
battery, which fired a fliot rfow and then from one 
gun, was filent before noon. About three in the 
afternoon, captain Prelion, Ifouf Cawn, and the 
enemy, leemed to be engaged in lome topes tour or 
five miles north weft, and continued filing till five 
o’clock. The Haatlcm and the 1 rcnch trigate drew 
off tail night, and anchored to the northward, fo that 
the Shaftllrury had only two guns from the fouth- 
ward, and one liom the northward to lite on her. 

Feb ;. This morning, about day-break, the enemy 
fprung a mine behind the counteilcarp ot the ditch, 
oppofite the eall-end of the cuvette, and opened the 
wall about twenty or twenty -five feet, but did no 
other damage than wounding three or four men and 
an officer in the demi-baftion with bucks. The in- 
tent of this opening is not very clear, becaufe if it was 
defined as a ddeent into the ditch, it is fo injuditi- 
rufly.niadc, that four guns from the Hank of the 
royal baftion lire dire&ly into it ; but colonel Law- 
rence is -rather of opinion, it was intended to deftroy 
the entrance to our mine, which was but twenty feet 
from theirs, or that they fprung it, thinking we were 
at work on the outfide; rorthe engineer and people 
at work on our mine heard the enemy very diftinctly 
at wo; k within the counterfcarp about two o’clock in 
the morning, and alarmed them by knocking, and 
calling out to bring the match that we might fpring 
our mine. Cur woiking party, of n]ty*four pio- 
neers 
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neers and forty or fifty fepoys was employed on the 1*^9. 
mine and countermine, and thickening the parapet of 
the demi-baflion near the ialiant angle, which pait 
the enemy’s battery feems to be intended againft. 

Last night, the enemy endeavoured to make Feb. 4. 
their guns on the glacis bear on the demi and north- 
eafl bullions, by lowering the embrafures ; but after 
firing a few fhot in the morning, they doled them 
as before. In (horc, the # fire from the [tank of the 
royal baftion oblique, and three guns in the north-eafl 
direM, is fo iuperior to the enemy’s, that they cannot 
poflibly'ftand that and our (hells above an hour or 
two every morning, (hir working party confided 
lull night of fifty-three pioneers and fifty or lixty fe- 
poys, who were employed in thickening the parapet 
of the demi-baflion, and carrying on the two galle- 
ries. The enemy’s luge lliells being all expended, 
is the reafon, we imagine, that they only throw from 
time to time thofe of eight or ten inch from two 
mortars in the crotchet at the foot of the glacis (K). 

The fire of their artillery from the levcral batteries, 
except that at the burying-ground of ’our guns, was 
alfo very dow. The two large guns at the bar were 
this morning withdrawn, and a field piece brought 
thither. 

Thjs morning early we were furpri/.ed with the 
fight of fix or (even veflels under fail, and concluded 
them at once to be our fliips Irom Bombay, but the 
advance of the day loon difeovered to our view the 
enemy’s two fliips, and five fmall veflels, going out 
of the road, and (landing caflward, and as foon as 
the lea wind came in, they flood to the fouthward. 

This extraordinary motion we can no ways account 
for, but' by fuppofing the enemy have had advice of 
our fliips being fomc where on the coalt, and fearful 
of theirs falling into our hands, have lent them to 
K 4 ’ ^ 
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1 74a. tfkp Shelter under Pondicherry. A red flag was feen 
at the great Mount in the morning, and a great 
fmokp, fo that we concluded captain Pretlon anti 
Ifouf Cawn are got thither, and hope they will foon 
get nearer to us. 1 he enemy, lau night, fired a 
good deal of mufquetry, and this morning fired 
three or four rounds from two guns on their breaching 
battery, but were obliged to clofe it immediately, and 
fcarce fired a mulket lhot all day. The four guns 
at the new hofpital were 1 filent or withdrawn, and 
pnjy tyro fired llowly at the old hofpital. Our work- 
ing party, of fifty -three pioneers and forty fepoys, 
Were employed on the deroi-baftion, north ravelin, 
and galleries: yefterday that under the .north covered 
way fell in, and had like to have difeovered us to the 
enemy, but being no further advanced than the ban- 
quet of our covered way, we turned to the right till 
WC got into the center of the old town wall, and then 
advanced forward towards the enemy’s battery. In- 
deed we imagined the gallery to have been under the 
parapet, and were furprized to fee, by the face oi 
the covered way, that wp were npt fo far. 

Feb 6 T H1S morning fix eqibrafures of the enemy’s bat- 
tery to the north -ward appeared to be repaired; and 

by their withdrawing the guns from the new hofpi- 
tal, it is fuppofed they intend to reflore their firft 
grand hattery. Nothing clfe appeared to have been 
done as to their works, and tjieir battery on the 
glacis was filent. Our working party, confiding 
of fifty pioneers and as many fepoys, was employed 
jn repairing the parapets of the demi-baflipn, and 
carrying on our two galleries •, thirty failors were 
landed from the Shaftftury to afiift the artillery ; 
and the Chip, no longer apprehenfive of the enemy, 
Went out into deeper water. 


Parlv 
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Early, this morning the enemy Muted us with I759# 
four guns and one mortar from their old grand bat- 
tery, which cannot be much to the credit of the at- Feb. 7. 
tack, thus to retreat, after having had (our guns in 
battery five days on the glacis. The old north-eaft 
baftion, which with three guns had been maintained 
the whole fiege, feems to be the object of their old 
(but once more new) battery. The angle of the 
dcmi-baftion is alfo battered from four thefe guns, 
and as many from the* burying ground fire on the 
face : fo that the enemy have now, as it were, gone 
back to the 6th qf January, and have on us the fol- 
lowing batteries : at the old holpital two guns 
plunging into and enfilading the whole north front; 
at the burying*graund four guns battering the face 
of the demi-baftion *, at the grand battery lour guns, 
firing on the faliant angle of the tltmi, and on the 
old north eaft baftion, and one mortar, throwing 
(hells of ten inches into the town. On the zig-zag 
which crofies the ridge of the glacis, three mortars, 
throwing eight and ten inch (hells into the demi and 
north-eaft baftions, the blind and fafeine battery. 

Our working party, of fifty pioneers and as many 
fepoys, were employed in /ailing and repairing the 
left face of the north ravelin, pairing two embra- 
fures on the north face of the royal baftion, and in 
carrying on the galleries. 

The enemy this morning fired with four guns g 
from their grand battery •, but the greateft part of 
the (hot from thence and the bui ying-ground go over 
our parapets. Nothing new appeared in their ap- 
proaches. Captain Barker and myfclf this morn- 
ing went off in a Moflula boat on board the Eufope 
(hip, and rowed from thence a little to the north- 
ward, with an intent to come back along fhore, and 
take a view of the enemy’s works in reverfe. We 
got fo far north, and fo near, as to fee plainly be- 
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,7-9. hind their grand bnttcry, which at firft appeared vc- 
ry ill manned *, but in an inftant it was filled, and a 
gun or two turned againft us, with which they fired 
five: rounds at the boat. This obliged us to make an 
hafty retreat, and prevented us from feeing fo much 
of their works as we propofed. A deferter who had 
formerly hern in our lervice came in from the enemy 
thi^ evening ; arid informs us, that the re Ton they 
abandoned their battery on the glacis, was, bccaufc 
they loft many men from the luperiority of our fire, 
had feverul guns di fabled, and were conflantly ap. 
prehenfive of being blown up by our mine, which 
they heard we were making under it. He alfo af- 
fimsus, that they are not making any mines on 
their pate, as we apprehended. Our working party, 
of fifty pioneers and twenty -feven fepoys, were em- 
ployed m repairing the embrafures on the north face 
of the royal, winch fire on the enemy’s grand bat- 
tery; and thole of the old north-caff baft i on ; alfo 
in | >11 (hi ng on our galleries, one of which is now un- 
der the enemy’s battery, and the other fo far ad- 
vanced as to prevent any poffibility of deftroying the 
blind by a mine. We had certain advice this after- 
noon of major Caillaud’s arrival at the Mount, but 
no account of the forces with him. One of the ene- 
my’s fhips anchored this afternoon in St. Thome road, 
which it was determined the Europe fhip fhould at- 
tack ; for if flic is loaded with heavy Ihells, as we 
apprehend, we ought to hazard greatly ratlur than 
let them be landed ; becaufe the damage they will 
do the works, now the enemy is fo near, will be irre- 
parable, and give them an opportunity of efleflually 
tftablifhing the battery on the glacis. 

i'eb 0 F.arly this morning we heard a fmart cannonad- 
ing towards the Mount, which continued at inter- 
vals all day, and was renewed very brifkly towards 
the evening. The aftion was, no doubt, between a 

ftrong 
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ftrong party of M. I .ally’s European forces, with his iy-q', 
black army, and our troops under the command of 
major Caillaud, who had juft joined captain 1‘rcfton 
and Ifouf Cawn, from Tanjore; how it ended is 
hard to fay, but we hope, from the repeated rein- 
forcements which the enemy lent our, that our peo- 
ple had the advantage. In the afternoon two com- 
panies of fepoys were fent out to the bar, and fiorn 
thence proceeded to the garden houfe, which polts 
the enemy had abandoned ; they found fome ammu- 
nition, fand-bags, &e. which they brought away, 
and let fire to the enemy’s gabions. It was intend- 
ed that out European fhip ftiould make an attempt 
in the night on the fhip which anchored off St. 

Thome yefterday however, it was not done, and 
to day many ftores were unloaded and carried to the 
Black town. The enemy’s fire was not very brifle 
to day, and moft of their fhot flew over the town. 

Nothing appeared to have been done at their ap- 
proaches. Our working party was laft night fifty- 
one pioneers and twenty- liven fepoys, employed in 
repairing the demi and north-call bullions, and car- 
rying on the galleries. 

The enemy laft night did nothing apparently toFeb. io. 
their approaches, and were pretty filent in their bat- 
teries. During the day they fired fmartly from their 
northern battery, but moft of the lhot feemed to be 
di retted for the houfes in the town, among which 
they made great havock *, they alfo threw all their 
ihells into the town, fo that the fiege feems to be be- 
gun a-frefh, and the attack intended againft the 
houfes rather than the works. Our working party, 
of pioneers and forty-eight fepoys, were employed 
in repairing the old north-eaft bullion, the demi- 
baftion, clearing the earth below, and in carry- 
ing on the galleries. The enemy’s (hips went off in 
the night. 


The 
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ijr,q. The enemy laft night fired little mufquetry, and 
^ did not, that we could difeover, make any addition 
Ftb. 1 1. to their approaches- Our working party, of fifty- 
fix pioneer;. md one hundred and thirty- three fepoys, 
we it: employed in repairing two embrafures and 
thickening a travel fe on the demi-hatfion * in clear- 
ing the nibbilh from the mint baftion, in laying a 
platform and making another em bra lure near the 
be^ch at the fafcinc battery. The gallery under the 
cotinn i fcarp being advanced about ninety- five feet, 
two chambeiswere made, and loaded with two hun- 
dred and fifty pounds of powder each; that before 
the blind was opened by a pit up through the glaus, 
and a branch cai i ied on a parallel to the covered 
way, towards the enemy at the ftockadoe. 


L. & st night the enemy advanced, or rather rc- 
paiicd, a linall bread -work they had at the end of 
the flock adoc, near the fea-fide; but made noother 
alteration in their approaches. Our working parry, 
of fifty* feven pioneers and thirty-three fepoys, were 
emj loyed in repairing the north-eaft baflionand the 
demi, and in lengthening out the fufeine battery quite 
into the furf, by means of calks filled with land ; 
placing a bairicadeof palliiadoe, chevaux defiize, 
and tires in front, and raifing the parapet. The pio- 
neers employed under the north counterfcarp conti- 
nued to flop the mine, and the blacks to advance 
the new (haft. A deferter came in this afternoon over 
the enemy’s lodgment on the glacis, and allures us, 
that the enemy arc: making no mines, but are much 
afraid of ouis. The fire of the befiegers artillery 
a* id mortars has not been fo brilk today as it was 
ycfluday. 

This morning, between two and three o’clock, 
we were alarmed by an attempt of the enemy, with 
thirty Europeans and fifty Coffrces, to nail up our 



S I E G E of F 0 R T St. G E 0 R G E. 25 

guns at the fafcine battery : tht 7 advanced along the i j~q. 
lea-fide from the ftoekadoe, to within thirty yards of , 
our work ; when being difeovered, they made an 
halt, and after receiving a lire or two horn a fix- 
pounder placed near the beach, they went to the 
right about in fome confufion, and returned within 
their works. The drums having beat to arms, the 
whole garrifon repaired to their polls, and plenty of 
Ihells and grape flhot were thrown into the enemy's 
approaches. We had a •captain and one foldier 
wounded, and the enemy left live or fix men dead 
on the beach •, and in the morning a In j. ant of the 
Lorraine regiment, being mortal)} wounded, crawl- 
ed into our covered way, and died loon after: from 
him we learnt the force and intention of the enemy. 

Our working party confillcd of fifty- ieven pionetis • 
and forty-eight fepoys, who were employed in repair- 
ing the north-call baftion, and the dcmi-baltion ; 
clearing the rubbifh from the north curtain, and 
clearing the earth from the right face of the north ra- 
velin, with which banquets were made above. The 
flopping of the mine under the north counterlcarp 
was com pleated to-day, and intended to deftroy the 
enemy’s battery, if ever they attempted to re-dla- 
blilh it. *rhc fire of the enemy’s north battery was 
to-day very brifk, and that at the old holpital 
filent. 

Having obferved that the enemy, before the rif- p^ f 
mg of the moon lall night, had placed lb me gabions 
near the lea -fide, a little advanced beyond the ftoc- 
kadoe, a brifk fire was kept thereon from the falcinc 
battery, and a fully refolved to be made in the morn- 
ing Accordingly, about fix o’clock, a lubalcern 
and fifteen men were lent along the covered way till 
they got on the flank of the ftoekadoe *, forty more, 
with twocaptains, went dire&ly in front of the ftoc- 
kadoej and twenty, with an engineer, went with- 
out 



254 


JOURNALof the 

iyrq, cut arms. The enemy ran from their p^ft immedi- 
ately, and our people took pofieflion, which they 
maintained till the gabions by the feafide were over- 
turned and thrown into the furf, the earth levelled, 
and the enemy’* tools gathered up ; our party then 
returned, having only two men flightly wounded. 
The enemy being fired on by the north ravelin, roy- 
al ball ion, demi baftion, and faicine battery, with 
grape, belides all the works with mufquetry, mull 
have loft many me;;. \Y» could have kept poffdlion 
of the itockadoc if we pit aled ; but it was not thought 
mceftary. '1 he intent of the enemy advancing by 
the fea-fidc, mud be with a view to bring cannon 
againft our fafeinebattery ; or under cover of the beach, 
which is ftcep, to advance, by means of traverfes, 
till they got beyond our place of arms, and then make 
an attempt on that and the fafcinc battery together. 
The enemy were remarkably quiet all night in their 
trenches and batteries, the only difturbance they gave 
us being by a llidl or two now and then * thus they 
generally aft when they are carrying on any work. 
Our working party confided of twenty-four pioneers 
and thirty iepoys, who were employed in clearing 
and repairing the cmhrafures of the north-baftion, 
repairing the crnbrafiires on the demi, and repairing 
the caponniere before the blind. 

Last night, before the rifing of the moon, the 
enemy replaced the gabions which had been overlet 
yefterday morning, and endeavoured to compleat the 
traverfe (N ) * but the fire of a twelve pounder from 
the fafeine battery, and the (hells from the demi- 
baftion, made luch deftruftion among their gabions, 
that they advanced their work but little. Our work- 
ing party, of thirty-five pioneers and forty fepoys, 
was employed in repairing the north-cad baftion, the 
embrafurcs of the demi, one embrafure of the loyal, 
the demi caponniere before die blind, and driving the 

pickets 
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pickers in front of the fafcine battery. The mine ij-y. 
being loaded, three pioneers attended it by turns, 
and were covered at night by ten gienadieis, The 
enemy’s fire to-day was very brifk in the morning 
from fix guns on their grand battery, three at the 
buryino-ground, and two at the old hofpital ; but 
at five in the evening they only filed Irom three at 
the grand battery and two at the burying ground-, 
a great quantity of artillery indeed to dell toy de- 
fences ! The French frigate having returned the 141 a 
at night, and anchored at'St. Thomee road, the jai- 
lors which we had on (bore, and thiity matinrs, w'tue 
fent on board the Shaftlbury, wt.ic li failed to attack 
her about eleven at night ; but the frigate was gone 
out of fight by the morning. 

Though the* enemy lift night did not again at- Feb. 16. 
tempt to pufii on their lap by the fea fide, we kept 
a brific fire till moon-light, and by their lilcnce luf- 
pedled them to be fomewhcrc at work. Cur people 
were employed in laying large timbers and find -bags 
on the beach, to make a platform at the fa! cine bat* 
tery for a (hort iron twelve-pounder of a new m. ke, 
weighing eleven hundied weight, of which two came 
on board the Shaftfbury *, in driving pickets in the 
front, and fccuring the flank of the fafcine battery l y 
trees kid in the lurf. A party of fepoys were lent to 
level the earth at the foot of the demi -baft ion *, bur, 
the moon rifing early they were difeove red and fired 
on by the energy, who killed one man, and the rell 
thereon abandoned the work. '1 he embrafures of the 
north eaft and demi baftions were repaired. The ene- 
my’s fire to-day was very brifk from their artillery, 
but they threw very few (hells. We get the plat- 
form ready on the beach for the iron twelve poun- 
der by noon *, fo that we had two twelve and one fix 
pounder to prevent the enemy’s appioach. About 
noon a fmall (loop anchored in the road, and ac- 
quainted 
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^759* r i nn ’ ntec J us > that our (hips were feen by her a few 
d ays before in t!ae latitude of fourteen north, and 
about five in the evening we perceived fix fail to the 
northward, which we concluded to be ours* and ap- 
prehending the enemy, on fight thereof, might at- 
tempt fomething, the whole garrifon was ordered to 
lay on their arms at the fcveral pofts during the 
night. 

Feb 1 7. The whole garrifon being at their pofts lad 
night, a brifk fire of mulketry was kept up againft 
the enemy’s works. About ten o’clock the fix 
fhips fecn in the evening anchored in our road, and 
wer* known to be thofe we expetted from Bombay. 
A few pioneers only were employed to lay plank, 
with nails drove through them, in the front pf the 
fafeine battery. About two in the morning the 
enemy fired pretty fmartly from muflcctry, but 
their fhot flew high ; fires appeared at the fame 
time in their trenches, and, by morning, we dik 
covered that the approaches were evacuated, and 
the enemy were quitting the Black-town, having 
nailed up all the guns they could fire from, and 
deftroyed the carriages which they thought fervice- 
ablc. The troops, about fix hundred in number, 
were landed this morning. 

Thus terminated the fiege of Fort St. George, 
after the garrifon had been (hut up fixty-feven 
days, and the enemy’s batteries had been open 
forty- fix. The arrival of the fhips from Bom- 
bay with fuccours, doubtlefs, haftened the enemy’s 
retreat, and faved the Black- town. 

As nothing very different from what is met with 
in all fieges, or laid down as general maxims, was 
praftifed in our defence, it will be unneceffary to 
enter into a particular recapitulation \ but I can- 
not 
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not with juflicc omit the following circumftances. 
To the credit of our artillery let it be remarked, 
that two twelve-pounders from the north ravelin 1 
demounted four twenty four pounders oppolcd to 
them •, and that, of thirty two pieces of cannon 
found on the enemy’s batteries, thirty- one were dif- 
abled by our (hot, which are many more than we 
had hurt by the enemy, notwithstanding our works 
were enfiladed, plunged into, and taken in reverie. 

] muft alfo mention, as a 'thing not common in fieges, 
that the works, by a few men, were kept in extraor- 
dinary good repair, and three guns, with a ftout pa- 
rapet, were maintained on the north eaft baltion 
from the firft to the lafl day of the liege. An addi- 
tion was alfo made of a battery by the lea- fide, and 
two pieces more were fired the 16th of February than 
the 14th of December. Nor muft I forget to ob- 
ferve, that a few raw men, taken from the pioneer 
company, greatly out did the much boalled miners 
of the French, who were to blow whole baftions in- 
to the air : for, after the breaching battery was erect- 
ed, thole men, without having feen any thing of the 
kind before, and without any previous preparation 
of ftantions or tools, were fee to open the countcr- 
fcarp, and, by continued hard labour, carried alhafe 
ninety-five feet in length under the enemy’s battery, 
where two chambers were made, and loaded with 
two hundred and fifty pounds of powder each. This 
work was executed within a few feet of the enemy, 
and in fight of their lodgment on the glacis. They 
faw, and dreaded, but could not interrupt it, though 
we loft many men. Whoever confiders the nature 
of the foil, and that the lhafe was carried on under 
the explofion of the enemy’s guns, which every day 
made the earth fall in, muft allow this to have been 
a moft laborious and hazardous undertaking. 
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I will now proceed to a particular view of the 
enemy’s approaches and batteries, as they were the 
day the fiegc was raifed * beginning with that on the 
creft of the glacis. 

This battery opened with five embrafures; three 
of which were intended to breach the faliant of the 
demi-baftion, and two to fire againft the blind and 
north-eaft ; but the conftruftion and pofition was fo 
ill contrived, that the enemy were obliged to clofe 
the embrafures every day, after firing a few (hot, 
which in general flew over. The havock made in 
this battery by our (hells and Ihot, mult certainly 
have been very great ; for feven guns, eighteen and 
twenty-four pounders, with their carriages, lay dif- 
abJed. 

The lodgment on the eafl: fide of the covered 
way, and behind the ftockadoc, inftead of being 
raifed with a thick parapet well faced with fafeines, 
and banquets made below, was nothing more than 
a little loofe earth, thrown up into fome gabions 
placed without order. Nor were the crotchets or 
demi parallels, which ought to have been capacious 
and well made works, formed in any other manner 
than the common zig-zags, which were a kind of 
flying fap about four feet broad •, fo that, undoubt- 
edly, had it ever been neceflary to refolve on attack- 
ing the enemy’s trenches with a body of four or five 
hundred men, we could not have failed to drive 
them from their grand battery, and nail up all their 
guns. 

Near the foot of the glacis, on the face of a zig- 
zag, was a battery of four embrafures, intended to 
ruin the parapet and difmount the guns of the right 
face of our north ravelin ; but the alligment of the 

parapet 
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par&pet was fo far from parallel to its objedt, that it 1759. 
was hardly poffible to twill the embralurcs into an ^-y 
opening that the guns might fee our work. Here 
lay four twenty-four pounders difablcd. 

On that part of the fecond crotchet to the right of 
the zig-zag, the enemy had fired three eight and ten 
inch mortars, and left behind them two difablcd beds. 

In the grand battery, which opened fifteen em- 
brafures (of which three were diredlcd to the nArth 
ravelin, and twelve on the demi and north -cad baf- 
tionsj were fix guns mounted on their carriages •, and 
though the enemy had fired from four of them the 
16th in the evening, yet all but one had receivtd 
confiderable damage on the muzzles, and might, 
in fadt, be reckoned difablcd 5 there were, befides, 
live guns with their carriages, and fome fpaie ones 
difmounted and ruined. Behind the right wing of 
this battery the enemy had fix mortars of twelve 
French inches, but removed them, to make room 
for guns, leaving two difabled beds. 

In the battery a little to the left of th$ burying- 
ground, which was tolerably well built, and opened 
tour embrafures, were three guns mounted on their 
carriages, which had been fired the preceding even- 
ing, but were all damaged on their muzzles. Five 
guns in the battery, and one more, near, lay dis- 
mounted, and three carriages, by them ruined. This 
battery, to appearance, was built with a defign to 
enfilade the right face of the north ravelin and the 
covered way before it*, but k was placed a confider- 
able diftance to the left of the face produced, and 
conlequcntly could not anfwer that purpolc*, its 
greatefl; execution was on the fac^ of the demi- 
ballion, near the Ihouldcr, againfl: which two guns 
conftaotly played. 

S 2 On 
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i7ro. Un d ic fide of the c)l! town ditch, behind a fteep 
t y~y\j bank oppofite tlx; Portuguese church, were the re- 
mains of four mortar platforms and two difable 
beds; and irom thence the enemy threw their heavy 
fhclls after they had made their lodgment on the creft 
of the glacis. 

On the battery to the left of the old hofpital, I 
could not difeover any guns; but imagine fome mud 
have been difabled and buried, as that battery was 
filent feveral days before the enemy’s retreat. It was 
built among the ruins of houfes, and had fix embra- 
fures, from two of which the enemy for fome days 
battered the left face of the royal; but afterwards 
with four only enfiladed the right face and the cover- 
ed way before it, took the right flank in reverfe, and 
plunged into the demi-ballion. Adjoining to this 
battery on the left was another, in a different direft ion, 
which opened four embrafures, and from whence three 
guns were fired on the right face of Pigot’s baftion for 
a few days, after which it was filent *, but with what 
view the enemy direfted any fire on that work, no 
one ever could conceive, becaufe that baftion could 
neither be attacked, nor offend them. 


The battery built in the front of the new hofpi- 
tal, near the place where the Company’s garden- 
houfc formerly flood, had four embrafures, and as 
many guns were conftantly fired from thence, till a 
few days before the fiege was railed. It was intend- 
ed, l fuppofe, to recochet and plunge into all the 
works of the north front; and indeed it might have 
proved the moft troublefome battery to us of all 
which the enemy erefted : but I do not think they 
had cannon enough on it, nor that thofe they had 
were managed with the greateft addrefs. There were 
neither guns nor carriages found on this battery, and 
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perhaps none were difabled on it •, becaufe, as the guns 1 759. 

always fired en ricochet, the embrafui es were choaked 

in front, and the guns not to be feen. 

References to the PLAN of the SI KG E. 

1. The march of the party under colonel Draper, in 
the fally the 14th December.' 

2. A party of the enemy which fired down the ftreet. 

3. Two platoons left to check that party. 

4. The Lorraine regiment, with four suns, taken 
in flank. 

5. Battalions de 1 ’Inde. 

6. Colonel Draper’s party, with two guns playing 

on the Lorraine regiment. ‘ 

7. A party of our troops behind a mud wall, where 
eighty of them were taken. 

j 8. Colonel Draper’s retreat. 

9. The march of a party under major Brereton, to 
fupport the other. 

10. The regiment of Lally, marching to cut off our 
retreat. 

11. The march of a party which made a fally the 
1 2th of January, under major Brereton. 

12. A trench. 

13. The Company’s gardens, where the enemy had 
a picket and two guns, which were taken. 

A. The opening of the trenches, begun the 17th of 
December at night. 

B. The enemy’s grand battery, begun iSch at night, 
and opened 6th January. 

S 3 
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"'■ Wt '^ned 3 1 ft January in Uitf-moming. .,/. 
■ ^jjfaMtar batteries of the enemy. 

y tut nchments. or barricadoes. 

*M. A Fougafle, fpifi%*y,.the enemy the 3 d Fe- 
• brwy in the looming. 

N. The lift attempt of the enemy to advance by 

travetfes^Hth Febfuaiyv ^ . 

O. A battery of two guns, whicb fired into the 
town on the fouth fide and at the Shatflbury. 

p. The royal baftion. 

The north-eaft baftion. 

R. The north ravelin. 

S. The demi- baftion. 

T. The fafeine battery. ' 

V, The blind before the north-eaft baftion. 
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T HE enemy when they railed the fiege the 17th 1759. 

of February, marched off with fo much pre- 
cipitation, that the Black-town efcaped the deft rue ' 
non with which it had been threatened by M. Lal- 
ly. He marched direftly to the Mount, where he 
left marks of his refentment unworthy of a foldier. 

Among the reft of his devaftations, he ordered three 
barrels of gun powder to be lodged in colonel Law- 
rence’s country houfc, and blew it up. 

The next morning he reached Conjcveram, and 
immediately began to fottify it aga’mll a Hidden at- 
tack. The want of bullocks, cooleys, and other 
neceftaries, made it impracticable for our army to 
take the field till the beginning of March. VVc had 
then repoflefled Poo nomall ay and T re pa (lb re, having 
about thirteen or fourteen hundred Europeans, for 
the reinforcement which arrived the 17th of Febru- 
ary, amounted to fix hundred nun compleat, and 
S 4 with 
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with thefe were the Black army of Ifouf Cawn and 
the Nabob’s brother. 

Colonel Lawrence who commanded, being 
defirous of bringing on an afixnn, marched towards 
Conjevcram, and moved round it, expofing his 
flank •, but as he found nothing could provoke the 
enemy to flir, and being in a very bad (late of health, 
he prudently refolved to quit the command rather 
than fubjelt himfclf to certain fatigue (which he 
could not bear) without a prolpeft of performing the 
fei vice he was defirous to accomplilli, he therefore 
returned to England, leaving the command to ma- 
jor Brercton, a gallant officer, and next in rank to 
colonel Draper, whole ill (late of health obliged him 
likewife to leave a climate which was fo prejudicial to 
him, that he found it necelTai y to rake the fir ft op- 
portunity of withdrawing himlelf from the bad ef- 
fect of it. He accordingly took his pafiage in a China 
(hip, and left the garrifon full of regret tor the lofs a 
brave officer, who had endeared himlelf to them by 
every other part of his conduit and behaviour. 

Major Brereton, to draw out the enemy if pof- 
fiblc to an engagement, made a motion towards 
Wandewafh, and opened ground before that place. 
'1 he French marched to relieve it, and came within 
nine miles of our army, who advanced between three 
or four miles towards them, where they remained 
two days under arms. Major Brercton finding the 
enemy had taken a poft which from its (trengfh, 
it was not prudent for him to attack, and being in- 
formed that they had left but a fmall force in Con- 
ic veram, made a forced march in the night of the 
1 2th of April, and the day after, entered the town. 
It was gairiloned by five hundred black troops com- 
manded by Mmiapha Beg, an enterprising partizan, 
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who left our (crvice, withdrawing himfelf from cap- 1750. 
tain fVetton, during the liege of Madrafs. Mulla- 
pha Beg retired with his party to the Pagoda, where 
he made an obllinate refinance till he was killed, 
with the greateft part of his followers ^ but not till 
they had made the befiegeis fuffer in their turn, by 
the lofs of four officers, though fcarce any men in 
proportion. Major Monion, as he was reconnoitring, 
received a wound which entered near his car, palled 
through his check, and came out near his nofe, but 
he never found any great inconvenience from it. Ma 
jor Brereton, in the attack, received a conrufion on 
his knee which laid him up for feme time, and major 
Caillaud was wounded in the check. 

These accidents loft them the critical time of ac- 
tion, for the enemy were never in a worfe condition ; 
being ready for a general mutiny for want of cloath- 
ingand pay. Thedefertion of the infantry was very 
great, and fifty Huffars coming over to us were an 
addition of a very ufcful corps, and of moft particu- 
lar benefit at this junftuie, as they helped to over- 
come a very fade prejudice which our people had 
hitherto entertained, that fuch troops were ufelefs ; 
whereas in fact, though exceedingly expenfive, they 
are ablolutcly neceffary for fome particular fervices, 
and the fepoys arc always in the greateft dread of 
them. Upon thefe confiderations it was at length re- 
folvcd to raife a body of between two and three hun- 
dred Huffars. 

Being in poffcffion of Conjeveram, we remained 
there a month, as did M. Lally at Cauvery-pauk, till 
having contrived to cloath his men, and perf jading 
himfelf that they would be inclined for aftion, up- 
on intelligence that Ifouf Cawn was returned to Tri- 
chinopoly, and that the Nabob’s brother had alfo 
left the army, he moved towards Conjeveram. At 
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the fame time major Brercton alfo marched towards 
the enemy, fo that the two armies unexpected- 
ly found themfelves near each other. Many of Dra- 
per’s battalion bung recruits unufed to fcrvice, and 
ilrange to the climate, were fo affe&ed by it, that 
in a march of eight miles, fix of them fell down 
dead, and ninety were taken ill, and by the incle- 
ment heat, rendered unfit for fcrvice. 

Tnnu* was no hefitating in a cafe of this nature, 
for M. Lally being informed of thefe extraordinary 
accidents, was in lull march •, theiefore a retreat was 
immediately made to Conjeveram. M. l.Jly ad- 
vanced within thiee miles of the place, and theEng- 
Uh could not reconcile it to their lenle of honour to 
be fhut up within walls. Major Brercton being 
greatly afle&cd by the climate, they marched out un- 
der major Monfon, who though he was prevailed on 
not to rifquc a general a&ion againft eighteen hun- 
dred Europeans, had the good fortune to be fuccefs- 
ful in feveral fkirmifhes, luftained two fmall attacks 
which M. Lally made on him, in both which hcre- 
pulicd the enemy •, and having killed a captain, a 
fubakern, and eighteen grenadiers, rendered his 
fmall force fo refpeftable to the enemy that M. Lal- 
ly, convinced that there was no real difpofition in his 
army for an engagement, prudently decamped and 
marched in the night to Trivatour, which is twenty 
miles diltanc. He rhen fent his army into canton- 
ments, and went himfclf to Pondicherry, heartily 
tired of his command and of the country, as he 
would not lcruple frequently to declare. The fame 
complaints were univerfally made by all his officers, 
and molt fur prizing it is that they could fo longkce ; 
together, unpaid, a body of troops continually cla- 
mouring for their arrears. At length the whole re- 
giment of Lorraine mutinied to a man, and taking 
pofieflion of four guns, marched out of the garrifon 
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with their colours to a confiderable diftance, where they 1 755* 
declared their refolntion to fupport themfelves, and 
put the neighbouring countries under contribution for 
their maintenance. 1 he officers followed them, and 
by entreaty and promifs endeavoured to prevail with 
them to return to their duty. The intention of the 
foldiers was not to dcfeit to the Knglifh, but only 
to declare off from lcrving without pay ; therefore 
the officers were never able to get from them any 
other anfwer but that they would agree to return, 
provided their arrears were paid in three days, other- 
wife they would, from that moment, begin to fub- 
fift themfelves in the country. Advice of this being 
difpatched to Pondicherry, a fupply of money was 
immediately fent from thence, with a promife that 
the remainder of their arrears ffiould be paid in a 
week. Upon this the regiment returned to their 
quarters, .and it is remarkable, that not a man of 
them deferted. 


<1 
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EXPEDITION 


T O 


GOLCONDA. 


T H E events which preceded, and which imme- 
diately followed the fiege of Fort St. George, 
— 1 being thus continued to the prefent ftatc of ina&ion, 
the great and glorious undertakings, and providential 
fucccfs which blellthe Englifh arms in other parts of 
the country, may here find a place without impro- 
priety or interruption. 

M. Lally, as foon as he refolved on the fiege of 
Fort St. George, fent orders to Golconda for M. De 
Bully and M. Moracin to join him with part of their 
forces, leaving the command of the army at Mafiu- 
lipatam, with the Marquis De Conflans. Soon af- 
ter the departure of M. De Buffy, the country pow- 
ers, heartily tired of the French yoke, embraced this 
opportunity to throw it off. The Raja of Vifana- 
pnre collected an army of about three thoufand men, 
marched to Vizagapatam, imprifoned the French 
chief, plucked down their colours, and hoifted Eng- 
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lilh in their ftead, and at the lame time plundered j 
the fa&ory. The Marquis De Conllans, in order 
to punifh this infult, marched his army from Mai- 
fulipatam, purpofing to reduce the Raja, and rake 
his capital Yifanapore. The Raja not being able to 
make head againft the French army, applied tv) co- 
lonel Clive at Calcutta, acquainting him with w hat h: 
had done at Vizagapatam, and rcprelenting that M. 
De Bufly had taken molt of the European forces cut 
of the country. He allured him, that all the country 
powers were unanimous in defiring to be freed from 
the tyranny of the French *, and that with a lmal? 
aflillancc of Europeans, he would engage to drive 
them entirely out of thole parts Colonel Clive 
weighed every part of this precarious enterprize with 
that coolnefs and found judgment, which few men 
poflefs in the deliberation on great and perilous un- 
dertakings. The council, to whom he communi- 
cated his plan, confidered it in no other light th m as 
hazardous in the execution, and fubjedfi to the mod 
fata! confequenccs in cafe of ill fucccis. Thcle did 
notelcapc the atte ntion of colonel Clive, but he was 
at the fame time jultly prepoflefled with the idea of 
what had been fo familiar to him on the coaft: of Co- 
romandel, where he had fo often feen an army of 
French flying before an handful of Englilh ; and he 
knew that fuch an event, which he confidered as 
more than probable, would greatly contribute to the 
preservation of Madrafs. Animated by the expecta- 
tion which he with reafon entertained, and confiding 
in his own experience, he took upon himfelt to in- 
fluence the council in an affair of fo great difficulty, 
and preferring the fecurity of Madrafs to any honours 
or advantage he might acquire to himlllf by a larger 
command, chofo rather to weaken his own army by 
detaching two-thirds of his force, than not prevent 
the Marquis De Conflans from reinforcing M. Lally 
at fo critical a junfture. 

3 
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g # If the dangers incident to the profecution of this 
mu enterprize were fo alarming, thofe alfo merited atten- 
tion which threatened Calcutta, if this expedition had 
not been undertaken. For it fhould be remarked, 
that at this very time the Shaw Zadah was prepar- 
ing to march againft the Soubah, our ally j and it 
was neceflary, for the prefervation of all our fettle- 
ments in thofe parts, to lead an European force to 
repulfe him. Therefore it fhould be explained, that 
had M. Lally fucceeded againft Madrafs, the fuperi- 
ority of our fleet would have been no fecurity to 
Bengal, and our vi&orious troops at Patna might 
have experienced a fatal reverfe of fortune, by find- 
ing themfelves cut oft' from all pofiibility of a return, 
it being nearer by land to Calcutta, from thole parts 
of Golconda, which were poflefifed by the French, 
than it is from Patna to that fettlemcnt. 

Preparations were made with the greateft ex- 
pedition, and colonel l’orde was ordered for the 
command of the army, confiding of five hundred 
Europeans, including a company of artillery, and 
fixteen hundred fepoys, with fix fhort fix-pounders, 
and a howitzer for the field artillery ; four twenty- 
four pounders, four eighteen -pounders, one eight 
inch mortar, and two royal mortars, as a battering 
train. 

The troops embarked the nth of Oflober, and 
on the 20th arrived at Vizagapatam. Mr. John- 
(tonc, who was lent before to the Raja, to inform 
him of their failing, and prepare for their reception, 
waited on colonel Forde, to acquaint him that the 
Raja’s army, confiding of between three or lour 
thoufand men, were encamped about thirty miles 
dillant, but that the French were much Itronger 
than they were reprefented, and that the M. Ik 
Confians, with his army, was on this fide Raja- 

mundry 
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mundry river, diftant from Vizagapatam about one 
hundred and twenty miles ; and that by the beft in- 
telligence he could procure, they amounted to near 
fix hundred Europeans, five or fix thoufand fepoys, 
and many country forces, which had joined them on 
their march. 

The remainder of this month was taken up in 
landing the troops, and providing bullocks, coo- 
leys, and other requifites, for their march ; and on 
the ill of march they moved fiom Vizagapatam to- 
wards the Raja’s army, which they joined the 3d, 
and marched together for fomc days. 

Mr. Andrews, who was fent from Madrafs with 
orders from the Governor and council to take charge 
of the factory at Vizagapatam, together w ith cap- 
tain Callinder, and fomc of the Company’s iervants, 
joined the. army the fifteenth. They paid their court 
to the Raja in form, introduced by colonel l orde . 
Here the colonel (while Mr. Andrews was prefent) 
fettled articles of agreement between the Company 
and the Raja. 

I. The Raja, to pay the cxtra-expence of our 
army during the time they fliould adl together, al- 
lowing the officers double batty, which was to be 
paid when we fliould be put in pofftflion of Raja- 
mundry, (a large town and fort then in poffeflion of 
the French). 

II. The Raja to poflefs all the inland country 
that belongs to the country powers in the French in- 
tcrefl, and at prefent in arms. 

III. The Company to poflefs all the conquered 

fea coaft from Vizagapatam to Maflulipatam, &c. 

These 
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These articles being agreed to and figned, Mf. 
Andrews took his leave of the colonel, and returned 
to his fcttlement at Vizagapacam : captain Callinder, 
as fccond officer, commanded as fecond in camp. 

The army marched for feveral day9 till they came 
within fight of the enemy’s camp the third of De- 
cember, which was near the village of Tallapool, 
flrongly fituated about forty miles from Uajamun- 
dry ; they had upwards qf five hundred Europeans, 
thirty -fix pieces of cannon, and fome mortars, eight 
thoufand lepoys, and a great many of the country 
powers. On the fixth, colonel Fordo marched nearer 
the enemy, and gained an eminence at about three 
miles diflance from their camp. The French feem- 
cd not inclined to quit their Itation, and the colonel 
did not approve of attacking them to fo great a dif- 
ad vantage, therefore detei mined either to draw them 
from their prefen t fituation, or march round them 
and get between their army and Kajamundry. About 
fix o’clock in the evening the colonel waited on the 
Raja to inform him of his intentions, and order were 
given out late for the army to march at half an hour 
after four in the morning, no morning-gun to fire, 
and no beating of drums, but the greateft filcnce to 
be obferved. The M. De Conflans expefting the 
colonel would wait at his ground, and being inform- 
ed by one of our deferters, that the troops were all 
raw, and unexperienced in difeipline, determined to 
cannonade our camp, and the deferter undertook to 
ftiew the enemy where they might • mod annoy our 
people. Their whole troops were under arms at one 
o’clock in the morning, and a large party was de- 
tached with fix pieces of cannon conduced by the 
deferter. 

Our army flruck their tents, and marched at the 
hour appointed, not knowing of the enemy’s inten- 
tions. 
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tions. The Raja’s army being not fo alert, was 
left on their ground. A little before day-break, the 
French' began their cannonade, not being informed 
of our march; this greatly di from cried the Raja, 
who difpatchcd a mellengcr after the colonel, ac- 
quainting him with his diftrds. Our men were or- 
dered to halt, and the colonel returned and brought 
up the Raja’s army. '1 hey then marched on toge- 
ther, till they came to.the village of Golapool, and 
there they halted on a fmall plain, about three miles 
from their encampment : in the mean time the M. 
De Conflans obferving our army had moved, and 
perceiving our intentions of dealing a march round 
him, ordered his troops immediately in line of march, 
and proceeded towards us, keeping between our ar- 
my and his own camp. We had not halted above 
half an hour before we difeovered the enemy’s fc- 
poys, and prcfcntly after their whole line, about ten 
or twelve hundred yards didant on our left dank : 
in a few minutes after, they elofed, and moved down 
towards us in good order. 

About nine o’clock our line was formal, but the In- 
dian army not recovered of their morning flight, were 
all in.confufion. The Raja, confc ions of the ill beha- 
viour of his ti oops, and alfo of his own negled, upon 
colonel Fordc’s remonftrances, fubmitted the dilpo- 
fal of them for the future entirely to him ; upon 
which the colonel ordered all the Indians with fire 
arms, to form upon the right and left of our fepo^s 
on each wing, as the enemy’s line extended much 
farther than ours. Captain Bridol, a I E uropean in 
the Raja’s fervice, commanding a lmall body of Eu- 
ropean deferters, with four pieces of cannon, was 
ordered to join our artillery on the left of the bat- 
talion. 
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The enemy began a cannonade about ten o’clock, 
which was continued by a (harp fire from both ar- 
mies lor upwards of forty minutes, at which time we 
obferved the enemy’s battalion, and their right wing 
of fepoys, with a body of horfe moving up, in or- 
der to fall upon our left flank •, for they miftook our 
battalion of fepoys on the left wing for Europeans, 
being clothed in red cloth jackets. The French draw- 
ing near, poured in their whole fire upon them, 
which was returned by our fepoys pretty fmartly, 
though they were in fome confulion, giving way ac 
the lame time, while the enemy kept advancing. 
On feeing this, colonel Fordc ordered the European 
battalion to make a quarter wheel as quick as pof- 
fible. 'They had but jufl time to make their proper 
front, before the enemy’s European battalion were 
advanced very dole. Our people gave them their 
whole lit c, which made a great daughter, and giving 
two or three huzzas at the lame time, advanced bride - 
ly in order to pulli bayonets. This motion being 
lo hidden on the cm my, they had not time to recover 
th ir miflake*, at the fame time our cannon galled 
them greatly with grape fhot. 

As our troops advanced, their men gave way, and 
foonfell into dilorder, going to the rightabout. Our 
fepoys on the left wing, that had before given way, 
renewed their charge; and thofe on rhe light wing 
behaved with uncommon refolution, and loon made 
the enemy’s Black forces on the left give ground, by 
which means about eleven o’clock the retreat became 
general. The Raja’s troops, except the lew Euro- 
peans commanded by captain Brillol, all this time 
were idle fpedators, only firing a few rockets. Had 
the Raja’s hoife, which were at molt five hundred, 
purified this juncture, few or none of the French 

could 
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could have efcaped i but there was no pofiibility of 175S. 
getting them to charge, or even advance beyond our ^ 
European battalion. The other part of his army 
were more intent upon plunder than fighting, i he 
enemy attempted to rally again at their camp, but 
were fo ciofely purfued, that they were obliged to 
difpcrfe in imall bodies, making the belt of their 
way for Kajamundry, We took pofleflion of their 
camp, with all their ordnance, ammunition, (tores, 
tents, and camp equipage ; the enemy not having 
time to carry off any thing but four (mail lield- 
pieces, and two camels loaded with money and pa- 
pers, which the Marquis He Conflans had ordered 
away on the tirft dilbtder of their army to Kajamun- 
dry, there to wait his further orders. The Marquis 
with the- commandant of artillery, and their acun- 
dance, on finding we had got pofleflion of the n 
camp, made off without waiting for any of their 
jcattcrcd v troops, and getting to Rajaniundry that 
night, proceeded the next day to Maflulipatam. 

Our army being much fatigued, the colonel halt- 
ed in the Fr-nch camp tor the remainder of the day. . 

After placing the proper guards of the camp, and fe- 
curingotir prifoners, all the palankeens belonging ro 
the oliicers, and the covered chairs { which they call 
dooleys j Were lent back to the field of battle to bring 
the wounded of both armies. The French officers 
taken piifoncrs had their paroles given, and leave ro 
go along with our fick and wounded to Cockanara, 
a Dutch fettlement about twenty miles from the field 
of battle. 

We had forty Tour Europeans killed and wound- 
ed, among which were two captains and three lieu- 
tenants and the Fiencli, one hundred and fifty- IE, 
officers included. Great numbers of the black 
forces fell on both Tides. 

T 2 Ii 
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It was a mod complete vi&ory, for the enemy 
loft their whole camp, baggage, ammunition, and 
all their artillery, except the four field-pieces above 
mentioned. Our people took thirty-two pieces of 
cannon, and the Indian army alfo took fome guns. 
Though the enemy had fuch a number of guns, they 
were ill manned, by which means, when their line 
advanced, the artillery became ulelefs, being all left 
in the rear, while our guns, f moving with the batta- 
lion, were conftantly in play. 

Captain Knox, with the firft: battalion of fepoys, 
was ordered that evening to purfue the enemy as far 
as Rdjamundry, and there wait the arrival of the ar- 
my; and the next day, upon receiving intelligence 
that the French were very ftrong at Kajamundry, 
having colle&ed together moll of the (battered par- 
ties of Europeans, and fome Black forces, the colo- 
nel detached captain Maclean, with two battalions 
of fepoys, to reinforce captain Knox ; being joined, 
they marched, and came upon the enemy in the dulk 
of the evening, while they weie crofting the river in 
boats. They killed fome Europeans, and took fif- 
teen prifoners ; as for the fepoys, they threw down 
their arms and difperled. Captain Knox took pof- 
iefilon of the fort of Kajamundry, and from thence 
cannonaded the enemy a-crofs the river, which ob- 
liged them to abandon the four field pieces left in the 
boats on the oppofuc fide. 

Kajamundry is a barrier and key to the Vizaga- 
patam country; the French held it as their own pro- 
perty, and always kept a governor, and a fmall body 
of troops to garrilbn it. 

In this fort were taken more artillery, ammuni- 
tion, and (lores, with about five hundred draught 
and carriage bullocks, lome horfes and camels, and 

a good 



EXPEDITION to GOLCONDA. 277 

a good deal of rich furniture. 1 he colonel referved 1759. 
all the military [lores for the Company, and there- 
tnainder of the eflcfis were lold hy auction, and di- 
vided as a reward to the troops for their good beha- 
viour. The army encamped without the town by 
the river’s fide; one company of iepoys doing duty 
in the fort, and another in the town, to prevent any 
diflurbance. 

Colonel Forde now called upon the Raja to 
fulfil the terms of agreement, and pay the extra- 
expences; but the Indian Chief, like all his coun- 
trymen, could not bear the thoughts of parting 
with money, and pleaded, as uliial. the impollibi- 
lity of doing it without going about the country to 
colleft the revenues. As it was impracticab’c to 
carry on any military operations wit' out money to 
pay the troops and provide for their march, the 
colonel was obliged to infill upon the Raja’s com- 
plying with the articles which were lb lolctnnly 
agreed to by him, who after many frivolous exofes, 
and even endeavouring to lay the blame on the inter- 
preter, convinced at length by the jutliee, neceliitv, 
and interdl he had in enabling the troops to take the 
field, about the middle of January, he paid the mo- 
ney, and at the fame time colonel i orde delivered 
up the fort of Rajamundry. The Raja appointed 
captain Briftol, a European in his icivice, governor 
of this fortrefs ; and under his cue were left the lick 
and wounded, and alio the fpare artillery, and lome 
baggage. Both armies now marched towards Maf- 
fulipatam, colonel Forde taking the dired road, ar- 
rived at Flore the 6th of February, where he waited 
for the Raja, who went out of the line of march to 
raife contributions. 

The French had a fa&ory at Narfipore, about 
twenty miles from Elorfc, at which place there were a 
T 3 hundred 
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17^9. hundred Europeans, and fome fepoys ; and M. Pan* 
neau, the Chid, leemed determined to defend it. 
Captain Knox, with the firlt battalion of fepoys, was 
dctaclud againll him, and letters were lent by the 
colond’s orders to the Raja of Narfiporc and his 
brother, that in calc they offered to moled cap- 
tain Knox’s party, or give the Eiench the lead 
a (Ti (lance, they might expert to fee their whole 
country ruined •, at the fame time offering him pro- 
per encouragement to induce him to enter into our 
alliance. The Kaja of Narfipoie having teceivtd 
the colonel’s letter, met captain Knox on the march, 
offering him abidance, and promifing to join the ar- 
my in a lew days with what forces he iould raife. 
On the approach of our party, M. Panneau fent 
;iway all the Company’s goods in boats to Malfuli- 
patam, and carried the gairifon to join the army of 
obfervation, which was encamped about forty miles 
in out* fiont, confiding of two hundred and fifty Eu- 
ropeans, two thoufand fepoys, and four pieces of 
cannon. Th s Hying army always kept a day or 
two’s march before us, oblerving our motions, and 
harrafling the country in order to cltdrcfs 11s, and 
retard our march. 

Tiifre were found in Narfiporc two four and 
twenty pounders, three twelve pounders, and feme 
fmall guns, with feveral vcfiels, boats, and marine 
ftorc-s. All the ammunition M. Panneau had funk 
in the river. 

The Raja’s army coming up the eighteenth, and 
being joined the next day by the Raja of Naifipore, 
matched together with colonel Eorde, and encamped 
pear a fmall fort, called Concalc, on the twenty- 
fixth. Here the French had placed a ferjeant, with 
thirteen Europeans, and two companies of fepoys 
giving hirp fltirt orders to maintain the place to the 

{3 lad 
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1 aft extremity. Captain Mat lean, with fix compa- 
nies of the fecond battalion of lepoys, was detached 
again ft it. The Kicnch commandant of the army of 
obfervation had fent the ierjeant word, that if lie 
could maintain the fort till the following day, he 
would lend him a large reinforcement. On the ap- 
proach of our detachment the enemy find linaitly 
upon them from the cannon of the foit, however, by 
the help of a riling ground, and the adjacent houies 
ot a village, our le- oys imefted it elofe round. 
Captain Maclean attempted to force the gate, but 
was twice repulled with lols, having ieveral of his 
men killed and wounded •, and finding it impnftible 
to gain an entrance without cannon, he wrote to the 
colonel, acquainting him with what had been done, 
and requdling a lmall reinforcement, and two guns, 
which were immediately lent, with an officer of ar- 
tillery, Who advanced his guns elofe up to the gates, 
and blew them open. Uur lepoys entered, and 
made a great (laughter among, the enemy’s lepoys : 
as lor the Europeans, they hid thcinlelves till our 
people eeafed firing. 

Somi. few hours after \vc had been in pofielTLon of 
the fort, a country fellow biought intellig, nv of a 
party of forty l- uropeans, and lome lepoys advanc- 
ing to the relief of the plate, upon wh.ch, caprsin 
Maclean marched his detachment out ol the fort, on 
a lmall plain to the weft of them*, but the fundi 
party hearing that the fort was taken, returned back 
ro their own army. 

Tnc Marquis Pe Confians was encamped in the 
Pet t ah, or village, diflant about two miles from the 
walls of Maftiihpatam. I !cre the army was fuppli- 
cd with water, for it is to be obferved that there are 
no hefh fprings in the ganifon, and here they wcie 
polled to io gicat advantage, that it is lurprifing the 
T 4 Marqu.s 
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17 59. Marquis De Conflans did not chufe to keep poflef- 
fion of that ground, from whence, if he had been 
obliged to retire, his retreat would have been cover- 
ed by the guns in the garrifon. However, he did 
nut chufe to hazard an action at any rate ; but when 
colonel Forde appeared on the fixth of March, he 
moved into the tort, and our army encamped on the 
ground he quitted, the fame afternoon. 

The French had an army. of obfervation, confid- 
ing of about two hundred and fifty Europeans, and 
two thoufand fepoys, who lay for fome time between 
our army and Kajamundry, to cut off' our fupplies 
from thence : at length they fummoned captain 
Briflol, who was obliged to fiirrender, having firft 
conveyed away by fea to Cockanara all the money 
which was fent him by Mr. Andrews fromVizaga- 
paiam, for the ufe of ihc army, and alfo the fick and 
wounded. The advantage which the enemy reaped 
liom the taking of Rajamundry was the dilappointing 
our at my of the money, the leizing fuch baggage 
and effects of the officers as were lift theie, and 
making priibnas twenty ‘Europeans, and forty fe- 
poys. 

Massuupatam was inverted the feventh of 
Ma>ch, the fame day on which the news arrived that 
M. I. ally had raifed the liege of Fort St. George. 

From the feventh of March, to the feventh of 
April, the befiegers were conftanrly employed in 
canying on the ufual and neceflary approaches. 
They bombarded the town, and deftroyed a great 
many houfes : they battered and made fevetal breaches 
in the bafhons, which the befieged, by their num- 
bers, very eafily repaired. On the fixth of April, 
breaches being made in two baft tons, gteat hopes 
were entertained of our being able to attack the next 

day, 
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day, but notwithftanding our continual fire all night, 1 759. 
by the morning of the feventh, the enemy had re- 
paired them •, and now the commander of artillery 
reprefented to the colonel, that there was only two 
days ammunition remaining, having expended up- 
wards of four hundred bands of powder, with ihot 
and lhells in proportion, that with brifk firing all 
clay, the breaches might be opened again as before, 
but that was all that could be done further by the 
batteries. Upon this report, colonel Forde know- 
ing the confequence winch mull unavoidably attend 
the raifing the liege, determined to attempt it by 
Itorm the fame evening. Accordingly the difpofition 
was fixed, and the army ordered to be under arms 
at ten o’clock at night. Depending wholly upon his 
Europeans, he deftined them for the cfreflual fer- 
vice: and to amufe the enemy with two falfe at- 
tacks, he ordered captain Knox, with the firft batta- 
lion of fepoys, to march at tlufk of the evening, 
round the town to the well ward, with dire&ions to 
draw as near the walls as poffible, and begin his fire 
exaftly at twelve o'clock. At the lame time tfie 
Raja of Vifanapore w^s to make another falfe attack 
by the gate way, and front of the detached ravelin, 
with orders to follow captain Knox’s fire, making as 
much noife as poffible by firing of cannon, fmall 
arms, and rockets, and ufing every other means to 
alarm and perplex the garrifon. The European 
battalion, with part of the gunnery taken from the 
batteries, and feme (came n fiom the Hardwicke, and 
the fccond battalion of fepoys with two field pieces, 
formed the main attack for the bullions, where the 
breaches had been made. 1 he firll battalion of fe- 
poys began their firll fire exactly at twelve o’clock, 
the hour appointed, which was followed by the ar- 
my of the Raja according to his iuftrudtions. 


In 
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1759. In the mean time the party for the grand attack 
crofled the morals which furrounds the whole city, 
and came to the ditch before they were difeovered. 
The grenadiers and two battalions of fepoys, pufhed 
for one of the baftions where the breach had been 
made, and the battalion of Europeans with the 
gunners and feamen made for the other. While the 
men were crofting the ditch, the enemy poured in 
upon them their fmall arms and grape-ffiot from the 
flanks of the baftions, wfijch was loon returned by 
our mufquetry. The enemy were driven from the 
breaches, but dill kept up a fmart fire from the other 
works. As the two field -pieces could not be got 
over the main ditch, the officer, and men belong- 
ing to the artillery, left them, and entered the town 
with the reft of the troops, where they were of great 
fervice by turning the enemy’s own guns againft 
them. In this manner they fought the enemy, 
gaining baftion after baftion, till they approached 
the gate-way, and cut off their communication from 
the detached ravelin. 

4 At this time a French officer came to the colonel, 
from the Marquis De Conflans, afking quarter for 
the garrifon. The colonel fent a captain with the 
French officer to the Marquis, with the following 
meflage, That he could not give quarter while re- 
finance was made in any part, and that unlels the 
befieged would immediately ceafe firing, and ilirren- 
der themfelves, he fliould be obliged for his own 
fafety, to put the whole garrifon to the fword. 

The Marquis De Conflans difpatched his orders 
for the troops to quit their arms, and repair to the 
arfcnal, and fent the fame meflage to the out-polK 
The firing ceaftd in about half an hour, and the 
main body of our troops repaired to the tfplanadc. 

A 
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A detachment of one hundred Europeans, two com- 1759. 
panies of fepoys, and two guns, were potted over k/VNJ 
the prifoners that night: the next day the gentle- 
men gave their paroles, and had liberty to walk 
about the town, and the colonel Ihewed them great 
lenity in granting all their effects, except private 
trade, which was fecured by the captors. 

The enemy flittered greatly, but it was never 
known exadly what numbeis they loft, but by com- 
paring their mufter rolls with our number of pri- 
soners, which were four hundred and nine, they mult 
have had above a hundred Europeans killed during 
the fiege, their wounded being included amongft the 
priloners. 

The ttrength of the F.nglifh in the grand attack 
was three hundred and twelve in battalion, -thirty 
gunners, as many Teamen, and fmn hundred 1c- 
poys. On the falfe attack of the gate- way lour 
thouland of the Raja’s forces and liven hundred on 
the 01 her, but neither of thefe entered the town. 

The ftrength of the enemy in garrilon, according to 
their mutter rolls the 6th of March, was five hun- 
dred and twenty-two Europeans, and two thouland 
and thirty -nine C offices, Topafles, and kpoys. 

There were taken above one hundred and fifty pieces 
of cannon, one thiity-two, and live twenty-four 
pounders, and a great quantity of ammunition. 

Salabatzinc, advanced wi h his army within 
about forty nules of Malfulipatam, Tome days before 
it was taken, and there waited like a trueeallern po- 
litician, the event of the fiege. Our fuccefs both 
there and at Madrafs, freed him from the flavilh 
diead of the French, which had too long influenced 
his councils. 


About 
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1 yrq i was determined to fight his way through them and 
make for Bengal, where he was to have carried a 
large number of prifoners, but had then only forty 
on board. The enemy’s larged (hip got tinder fail 
at the fame time as the Hardwicke, .and together 
with the other exchanged broadfidcs, till finding they 
were nett able to come up with the Hardwicke, they 
returned and came to an anchor, and Mr, Moracin, 
who commanded the troops, not having heard the 
fate of the place, font a boat afhorc about midnight, 
with a letter to the Marquis De Conlians, to ac- 
quaint him that he had brought him fuccours, and 
that he Ihould not difembark the men till he receiv- 
ed his orders. The next morning dilcovering his 
miftakc, he failed for Ganjam, where he (laid till 
$ the beginning of November, as it was not pofiible 
for them to return to Pondicherry again It the Mon- 
foon. There he loll forty men in an attack made 
on him by Narraindu, a Raja of thofe parts, who 
projefted every fcheme he could devife to cut them 
off by the fword, by famine, or poilbn. Their 
• numbers were greatly diminifhed by the above- 
mentioned diftrefies, and alio by defertion, and 
when all their provifions and money were gone, the 
country people left them to the diftance of a league 
all round. 

Mr. Moracin then came away in a boat with 
his nephew and fecretary, and arrived about the 
middle of December at Pouliacat, in his way to 
Pondicherry. There were about two hundred men 
left, who went to Cockanai a, where lbme of them 
landed, and were endeavouring to get the people of 
the country to join them, but were attacked by cap- 
tain Fifcher, who took ten officers with one of the 
Rajas who had joined them, and fixteen Europeans, 
and killed feveral more, on which thofe that were in 
the veffels failed for Pondicherry, and many of theft: 
were drowned. SURAT. 
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I T being the defign of this work to treat of fuch 1759. 

events as have been brought about by the military 
expeditions of the Englifh in India, the laft revolu- 
tion in the government of Surat, muft be confidered 
as a necellary part of this undertaking. 

To give the hiftory of the former date of this 
great commercial city, farther than it concerns the 
prefent change of government, would be here un- 
neceffar.y, but without a reprefentation of fuch alte- 
rations in the jurifdidtion of the city and caftle as 
have not only preceded, but conduced to bring about 
this revolution *, neither the caules nor conduct of 
the tranladtions can be underftood. 

Surat has for fo many years been one of the mod 
frequented cities in the Eaft, that, from the con- 
courfe of Mahometan pilgrims, who make it their 
road from India to vifit the tomb of their Prophet, 
it, has been called the gate of Mecca. The cafUe 
has always been held by a governor, appointed by the 
Mogul, to keep the city under proper fubje&ion, 
but not to interfere with the government of it. 

The Indian fcas havirig been infefted to an into- 
lerable degree by pirates, the Mogul appointed the 
Siddee, who was chief of a colony of Cofiiees, to be 
his admiral. It was a colony which, having been 
fettled at Dundee- Rajaporc, carried on a confi- 

derable 
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17 59. derable trade there, and had likewife many veflels of 
Vyv force. 

The Mogul, being equally moved by zeal for 
the Mahometan religion, and a concern for the in- 
terefts of commerce, in order to keep the Teas open 
betweea Surat, and the Perfian and Arabian gulphs, 
had been at the annual expcnce of a large Ihip, pur- 
jaofely fitted out to carry pilgrims to Judda, which 
is no great diftance from Mecca. For th.e fecurity of 
this vcflel, as well as to proteft the trade of Surat, 
which was then very flourilhing, he granted his ad- 
miral, the Siddee, a revenue called the Tanka, to 
the yearly value of three lack of roupees, at the time 
it was firft fettled; arifing partly from fome adjacent 
land, and partly from the revenues of Surat, which 
were jpaid him annually by the governor, while his 
officers were allowed to collett his rents; but he had 
not the leaft title to any power independent of the 
marine. 

The ufual endeavours of all Mahometan chiefs to 
defraud or circumvent each other, are continually 
producing revolutions. The government of Surat 
had for fome time been backward in their payments, 
"and with -held great part of the fum ftipulated from 
the Siddee, who, to make himfelf amends, took oc- 
cafion to fend fome of his cruifers into the river of 
Surar, at a time when the Monfoon was letting in, 
and then made a pretence of the feafon for their re- 
maining there. Siddee Mufi'oot, the commander of 
that fquadron, made ufe of this opportunity to get 
fome kind of footing in the government, and to fei/c 
on the caftle, which he held till his death, when he 
was fucceeded by his fon, in the year 1756. 

Mussoot not only retained the government of 
the caftle, but greatly encroached on that of the 

town, 
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town, and appropriated to himfelf one third of its re- 
venues j another third has long fiuce been annually 
paid to the Marattas, and by them farmed out to an 
officer who refides in Surat, The walls of the town, 
with the affi/tance of the Europeans who have facto- 
ries there, are a fufficicnt defence againft thefe plun- 
derers ; but as they arc at all times matters of the 
whole country up to the very gates, it has n been 
thought expedient to pay them duly their allotment, 
rather than fubjeft the inland trade to the many de- 
lays and difficulties with which it is in the power of 
the Marattas to clog and interrupt it. They are 
continually hovering about the place, and watching 
for invitations, which through the inconstancy and 
fluctuation of the governing powers of the city and 
caftle, they frequently receive, and though they 
know that their admiffion into the town would be 
the abfolutc lofs of their revenue for the future, (for 
their government, where-ever eflablifhed, is fatal to 
trade) ‘yet from their habitual pafiicn for plunder, 
they are ever feeding themfclves with hopes that 
fomc governor in the decline of his power will open 
the gates and invite them to a prefent booty which 
no arguments of reafon or policy can reftrain them 
from feizing. 

Meah Atciiund, had applied to them for their 
affiftancc to turn out Novas Allee Cawn from th« 
government, who himfelf alfo entertained a iecrct 
correipondence with fome of the Maratta chiefs. 
Meah , vtchund, was brought by a party of Marattas 
from Poona, to the walls of the town ; and having fo 
far availed himfelf of their affiftancc, he. difeartkd 
them: for the Siddee preferring him to Novas Alice 
Cawn, whom he thought to be more dangeroufly 
conneftcd with them, agreed to join Meah Atdiuad, 
and eftablifh him in the city, upon condition that he 
would abfolutely renounce their alliance : but as the 
U govern- 



1 7 59. government was continually weakened by the cn- 
croachmcnts of the cattle upon the town, it was dai- 
ly expected that the Marattas, would take the advan- 
tage ol this ftate of anarchy, to which it was in a 
manner reduced : for the lavvlds behaviour of the 
Sid dee’s foil filled the city with riot and murders, 
while new exactions and additional burthens upon 
trade grew to be intolerable. 

•# 

In the year 1758, earnett application was made to 
Mr. Ellis, the Englilh chief, by the principal mer- 
chants and inhabitants, defiring him to recommend 
it to the prefidcncy of Bombay, to fit out an expe- 
dition for taking pofii flion of the Cattle and Tanka. 
They enforced their felicitations by entering into an 
obligation to become refponfible for five years for any 
deficietfcy in the revenues of the Cattle and Tanka, 
which were rated at two lack of roupees per an- 
num. 

Pharr ass Cawn, who had been Naib or deputy 
governor to Meah Atchund, and properly Ipeaking 
the ading magillrate, had regulated the police to the 
fatishidion of the whole city * therefore it a as pro- 
poied to have him for (iovernor, fince he had fulfi- 
cienily ttiewn how well he wascualified for it by his 
condud and behaviour while he aded as iecond. 
Ihefe propofds were the moie readily appioved and 
accepted, as the If.npjifh had been often grievoufly 
(pprett by frauds cxtoiricns and many impedi- 
ments thrown purpoklv in the way of their bull nefs; 
as alio by tic .turn inliilts violences, and even mur- 
dus commuted on thc;r ttrvants, with a total difre- 
giul to the pMeetf n of the company. It was alio 
.. c onfideration ol no Inull weight, that the poffef- 
lionof ih( cattjc would be a feeuiity again tt the ap- 
preheniion o. the Muiattas. '1 hete were arguments' 
ibr undertaking inch an cute: prize at any time, hitfc 
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what determined the prefidency of Bombay to a dc- 1 1 
cifive refolution, and at lail caufed the expedition to 
take place, was the weight and influence of the fqua- 
dron which was at Bombay, in the year 1 75Q. Mr. 

Ellis, as it has been already obferved, had taken 
great pains to obtain a thorough knowledge of the 
Hate or affairs, and incerefts of the feveral persons, con- 
cerned in the government of the city and cattle dur- 
ing his refidence there, and had with no Ids judg- 
ment concerted a plan for fettling it upon a better 
eftablifhment. 

Mr. Spencer, who fucceeded Mr. F.llis, commu- 
nicated to the governor and council of Bombay, the 
belt information he could procure of the pofture 
of affairs in Surat, in the beginning of the year 
* 759 - 

He found Meah Atchund governor of the town, 
but with fo little power that the Siddee did not fo 
much as leave him the nomination of the officers 
properly belonging to him, and thofc of the Siddee’S 
party, who had been moft inftrumental in lowering 
the authority of Atchund, were apprehenfive of his 
entertaining a correfpondence with the Marattas. 

The dread of thofe ravagers, and the frequent mur- 
ders, which were committed with impunity, fince the 
government of the city ceafed to be refpeftable, had 
intimidated the inhabitants to fo great a degree, that 
many confiderable traders and people of fubftance 
had left the place, through apprehenfions of being 
plundered in the conteft between the two parties 
and thofe who (laid there were fincerely defirousthat 
the caftle Ihould be in the hands of the Company, 
from the confidence they had in the Englilh, and the 
opinion they entertained of the humanity and jufticc 
of their government, trufting that fo long as they 
poffeft the caftle, they would have influence enough 
U 2 in 
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in the town, to prevent the violence and oppneffiofwl 
which had too long raged without controul. 

Besides the invitation from the whole mercantile 
intereft, overtures were made to Mr. Spencer from 
two of the principal men in the government, Siddec 
Jafiier and Velley IJllah, who engaged to contri- 
bute all in their power towards fecur.ing the Cattle and 
Tanka for the Company, on condition that they 
lhould agree to make Phalrafs Cawn governor of 
the town, or in cafe it fhould be found too great a 
difficulty to fet Atchund afide, it fhould be deter- 
mined lor the Company to bring Pharrafs Cawn to 
SO rat with their forces, and place him in the go- 
vernment, by agreement as Naib to Atchund. 
This was meant for a fatisfaftion to all parties, there 
being Jeveral who would be left jealous of Atchund 
while Pharrafs Cawn was thus placed as a checkup- 
on him. 

The principal motive of Siddec Jaffier, was the 
prelervation of his large property, which he could 
not but apprehend to be in great danger under fuch 
a government, notwithftandinghis influence]with both 
parties. As for Velley Ullah, he afted upon very 
different principles. He had formerly been a de- 
pendant on Novas Allee Cawn, and had facrificed 
him to Mcah Atchund, with whom he held the 
fame place, but with a greater degree of influence; 
and this he was fuppofed to ufe without any fcruplc, 
for the betraying his new matter to the Siddee. Con- 
feious of this, and aware of the diftruft which At- 
chund mutt naturally have of him, from his known 
inlinccrity, he was for embracing any opportu- 
nity of fecuring himfclf by overthrowing or weak- 
ening that power which he had too juft reafon 
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From the character of thefe people, there was ve- 
ry little reliance to be had on their profeftions of 
friendlhip and promifes of aftiftance, thereiore it was 
of much greater confequence to the fuccefs of the 
deiign to examine into the force that was to oppofe 
it, than to be vainly looking after that which was 
too precarious to be depended on for fupppre. 

-t 

It was foondifeovered that the Siddee had about two 
thoufand men in pay, from which, after deducting 
fuch as were employed in domeftic fervices, or kept 
merely for parade, there might remain a body of ic~ 
venteen hundred, compofed of various people, 
Moors, Gentoos, Arabs, Pattans, and others ; but, 
they were allowed to be a better corps than Atehund’s 
fepoys, which amounted to four thoufand. To this 
body were to be added fuch a number as they could 
be expefted to raife upon the news of thc^prepara- 
tions at Bombay for an intended attack. At the fame 
time it was confidered that a body of men lb railed, 
could be no great addition of real ftrength, fince 
they were not likely to behave themfelves as fol- 
diers, on the mere confident ion of a few days pay, 
well knowing that they fhould be difeharged as foon 
as ever the affair was decided. There feemed there- 
fore to be but one thing to be apprehended, which 
was lead Atchund, or even the v iduee, fhould in dif- 
trull of their own firength, fiy to the ddperatc re- 
fource of calling in the Marattas. 

The prefidency of Bombay, now fully apprized 
of all particulars, and being principally upon their 
guard again ft the Tilt mentioned fatality, in order to 
iccure thcmltives from any danger of that kind by 
lea, and in ocher icfpefts to give wJghc to the en- 
terprise, defired admiral Pocock to accompany ic 
with two fhips of his fquadron 1 he admiral con- 
fenting to their rcqucft, gave orders for the Sunder- 
li 3 land 
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j land and Newcaftle to countenance the expedition, 
V'YN* for it is to be obferved, that the Siddee who enjoyed' 
the Tanka, on condition of keeping up a fleet for the 
Mogul, had fo far fallen off in the performance of 
that condition that his marine was by no means cap* 
able of oppofmg the (hips of the Company. 

r 

Captain Maitland/* of the royal regiment of 
artillery, being appointed to take the command of 
eight hundred and fifty men* artillery and infantry, 
nnd fifteen hundred fepoys, was fent on board the 
Company’s armed vefftls, commanded by captain 
Watlon, who failed on the ninth of Ecbruary, and 
landed them the fifteenth. 


When captain Maitland approached the town, he 
found fome of the Siddee’s people had taken poll in 
the French garden, from whence he diflodged them 
alter a hot difpute of four hours, in which he loll 
twenty men. He then directed the engineer, to 
lookout for a proper place for a battery, which was 
erected in the night and the next day, and alfo the 
three following, a bride fire was kept up from two 
four and twenty pounders, and a thirteen inch mor- 
tar. T he enemy had taken poffieffion of the Englilh 
garden and Siddce’s * Bunder, and had fecured them 
with works and ftrong pallifadoes. After this con- 
tinued firing without any apparent effeft, captain 
Maitland called a council of war, compofed of mi- 
litary and marine officers, when they concerted a 
plan for a general attack, and rcfolved to carry it 
into execution the next morning. In purfuance of 
this plan the Company’s grabs and bomb ketches 
warpt up the river in the night, and anchored oppu- 
fite the Bunder early in the morning, and then a ge- 
neral attack began from the vefiels and a battery, 
with a defign to drive the enemy from their batteries, 
*• Cyftomhoufe, 
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and lb facilitate the landing of the infantry, who 
were embarked on board the boats. The firing laft- 
ed till after eight, when upon a fignal made, the 
boats put off, and landed under cover of the veflels, 
the military being greatly affifted by the conduft and 
gallant behaviour of captain Watfon. They fonn 
put the enemy to flight, and took pofieffyon of all 
the outer town. There ftill remained the inner town 
and the cattle. In order to attack them both at once, 
three mortars were planted at the di (lance of about 
feven hundred yards from the cattle, and five hun- 
dred from the inner town. 

About fix in the morning, the mortars began *0 
play very brifkly, and continued to do lb till two 
the next morning. The cannonading and bombard- 
ment put the bdieged into luch a confirmation that 
they never returned one gun. ^ 

Several mdfagespaft during the attack between 
the principal perfons in the town, and Mr. .Spencer, 
who ufed his utmoft endeavours to place Pharrafs 
Cawn in the government ; but it appeared that his 
friends, notwithflanding the hopes they had given, 
made not the lead effort in his behalf, even after the 
Englifli had been two days in poflfdfion of the outer 
town, but fignified ft> Mr. Spencer, that they chofe 
Pharrafs Cawn fliould be Naib, and that the govern* 
ment (hould be continued to Atchund. Tilde con* 
fiderations, the expcnce of ftores, and Ids of men 
by the cafualties of war and delertion, made it im- 
prudent to perfift in bringing in Pharrafs Cawn 
againft the inclination of his former partizans, and 
the intereft of Atchund, who, (hould he be thereby 
provoked to unite with the Siddee, might fruftrate 
the whole defign. It was therefore agreed to pro- 
pofe this plan to Atchund and his party, offering to 
fccure the government to him, on condition of mak- 
U 4 I in s 
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1759* in £ P^ arra ^ s Cawn Naib, and eftablifhing the Fng- 
i lifh in the poflcffion of the Caftle and Tanka. Mr. 
Spencer accordingly fet on foot a treaty with At- 
chund, and the following agreement was ratified on 
both lidcs. 


Agreeable to your defire, I fent a perfon to 
you, by whom you advifcd me verbally of your de* 
mantis, and with fincerityof heart, I now w rite the 


particulars I can agree to, 



Article I. That 
Pharraff Cawn fhall be 
appointed to the office of 
Naib, in its greateft ex- 
tent, as in the time of 
Suffvlair Cawn, and no 
body but himfelf fhall in- 
terfere in the laid port. 

II. That whatever 
articles Pharrafs Cawn 
lias given in writing, or 
promiled to the honour- 
able Company (the parti- 
culars of which cannot 
be drawn out at prefent, 
and mull be deferred till 
we can meet) fhall be ful- 
ly complied with, with- 
out the lcaft diminution. 

III. That the Mecca 
gate fhall be opened, and 


which arc as follow. 



Article I. Agreeable 
to this article, I fully con- 
fent to Pharrafs Cawn’s 
appointment. 


II. Whatever Phar- 
rafs Cawn has wrote or 
promiled to do for the 
honourable Company, I 
will ftand to without the 
lcaft alteration. 


HI. The Mecca gate 
fhall be opened, your 
our 
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our troops admitted, and troops admitted, and join- 1759. 
we (hall join our forces to ed by mine to drive out 
drive our enemy out of the enemy, 
the town. 

IV. The above articles IV. Agreed to, and 
a pei fon in your behalf that we (hall aft jointly in 
demanded, all whi'ch I turning the enemy out of 
i^ree to and will comply the town. Whatever the 
with, and the govern- honourable Company 
ment (hall be tonrinued have demanded 1 agree 
to me in full authority, to. 
and to the above 1 have 
put my own feal, and 
Meer Cootbodeen will 
fign and feal the fame, af- 
ter which you mull fend a 
counterpart of this writ- 
ing w.ith the honourable 
Company’s feal affixed. 


A Counterpart of the above articles were 
fealed with the honourable Company’s feal, and fent 
to Atchund the fourth of March, 1759. 

As foon as thefe articles were executed, Atchund 
immediately opened the inner town gate, and or- 
dered a party of men to affift in bringing the Siddce to 
terms, who being acquainted with this junction* was 
convinced that it muft be impoffiblc for him to hold 
out againft their combined force, and the general 
voice of the people. After many repeated meffages, 
with a variety of propolals, it was at lad granted, 
that the Siddec’s people (hould have liberty to march 
out with their arms and accoutrements, and alfo be 
permitted to take away all their valuable eftedts, and 
even the common furniture of their houfes. This 

was 



SURAT# 

*759* was ^ one g reate ft regularity, and the Eng* 

tSv-Lj lilh were peaceably put in pofleffion of the Caftle 
and Tanka. 

The guns and ammunition found in the caftle 
were fecured for the Company, as alfo the veflels and 
naval ftorps, till fuch time as the Mogul’s pleafure 
was known. As foon as the grants arrived from 
Delli, appointing the Company admiral to the Mo- 
gul, the /hips and ftores belonged to them of courfe 
as part of the Tanka. It fhould be remarked, that 
the above-mentioned grants were folicited and ob- 
tained before the murder of the Mogul, and the re- 
volution at Delli i and arrived fome time after the 
reduction of the caftle. 

The number of killed and wounded did not 
amounflo a hundred Europeans, but the Iofs by de- 
fertion was greater. Thus was accomplilhed a re- 
volution of general benefit : peace and good govern- 
ment wa;s reftored to the city, and the Englifh ac- 
quired a valuable and moil neceflary pofleffion, to 
the univerfal fatisfaction of the inhabitants, and alfo 
with the concurrence of the people in power. 


G 0 M- 



GOMBROON. 


A BOUT fifteen degrees weft of Surat, the 
Eaft-India Company' have a fmall fettlement, 
called Gombroon, which being remote from the reft, 
and what is more, unfortified, could never have had 
a place in the account of the war in India, had not 
the French thought proper to befet this defencelds 
faftory with all the parade of a fiege, and to crown 
their hoftiltfies with the pompous iorm of a capitu- 
lation. 



The articles in this capitulation, which relate to 
the Count d’Eflaing, have fo greatly furprized the 
military gentlemen, before whom he gave his parole, 
that it is evident they will be new to all thofe who 
come from the coaft of Coromandel : therefore, to 
fatisfy them of the truth of fo extraordinary a pro- 
ceeding, the capitulation is here publi filed, together 
with the account of the whole tranfaftion. 

Gombroon is an European name for the famous 
Bunder- A bbafll, which was built by Shaw Abbas 
when he ruined Grmus, Ormus, that jewel of the 
world, as it was called, is at this prelent time a 
rocky ifiand, fo entirely covered with fait, that there 
is fcarce any part of it but what is crufted over with 
it, f at lead two inches thick. In all places where 
they dig, is to be found rock fait, and confequently 
there are no pools, neither are there any fprings of 
frefli water j notwithftanding which, the Portuguefe, 
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J 759 * ^ rom * lts ac ^ vanta g eous Situation for trade, built a very 
elegant city there, with a ftrong fortification : but 
near two hundred years ago, the Perfians, with the 
affiftance of the Englifh, expelled the Portuguefe 
from it. The great Shaw Abbas Sophia of Perfia, 
when he removed the trade to Gombroon, on the 
oppofite fhore, granted the Englifh great privileges 
in comrrferce, and a proportion of the cuftoms of 
that port, amounting to near 4000/. per annum ; 
but thefe advantages they [iave loft by the unhappy 
ft ate of the country, which has long been in contu- 
lion and anarchy. 

The Englilh eftablifhed a fadtory here on account 
of the great demand for woollen goods from Perfia, 
before that country was impoverifhed by the troubles. 
The air of Gombroon is fo unhealthy from the hot 
windse-that even the natives thcmfelves fly from it in 
the bad feafon, but knowing the time *hen the fhips 
are to be expefted, they come down with caravans, 
and carry off their lading. As there was therefore 
no occifion for large warchoufcs, the Company ne- 
ver eredled any fortifications, but only fecured the 
houfe in which their Agent, or Chief, and his clerks 
lived, with a very (mail party of fohliers, barely 
iufHcient to ferve as a defence againft robbers. 

The Moorifh governor of this place, is Moolah 
Ailee Shaw, who ought to be fuborclinate to the 
governor of 1 hor, as the governor of Lhor fhould 
himfclf be fubjeft to the Sophi of Perfia: but the 
troubles and total want of government throughout 
all Perfia, have made them both in a manner inde- 
pendent. The remains of fume (bong fortifications 
at (Jrmus afford a fecure retreat for the governor of 
Coombroon, when the adjacent part of the continent 
is diiluroed ; and when it is quiet he comes to Gom- 
broon, Colletts the cuftoms, and very often endea- 
4 vours 
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vours to extort loans from the Europeans, by laying t 
difficulties in the way of their trade, and terrifying 
them with his Arabs. It was by fuch means that 
Moolah Allee Shaw very lately prevailed with the 
Dutch to comply with his requeft of a loan which 
they had at firft refufed. Thefe Arabs are very un- 
governable and infolent, and when they have been 
taken in the aft of plundering, feveral of their tribe 
have run out of the fort and wounded our people 
who were carrying the dtlinquents before the gover- 
nor; and though application has been made for re* 
drefs to Moolah Allee Shaw, he never could be pre- 
vailed on to chaftife them, but always excufed him- 
felf, by alledging, that they were a tribe which ijo 
body dared to puniffi but Sheik Rama. Such in- 
ftruments had Moolah Alice Shaw to employ for the 
gratification of his avarice; and from his own dif- 
pofition he was glad of every opportunity to make 
ufe of them. 

On the 15th ofOftober, 1759, French, with 
four (hips under Dutch colours, one of which was a 
veflel of fixty-four guns, and one of twenty-two, 
landed to the weftward of Gombroon. They ad- 
vanced with two mortars and four pieces of cannon, 
and began to batter the faftory, which was not a for- 
tification, but only a ftrong houfe. The agent and 
his clerks, together with the crew of the Speedwell, 
which was burnt by the French, did not exceed the 
number of fixteen men, againft whom the French 
brought at leaft a hundred and fifty Europeans, and 
as many Coflfrees. The fmall number of Englifli 
who were there, did what they could to defend it; 
as to the TopaiTes and fepoys, few of them would 
ft and to the guns. 

Ahout eleven o’clock, being high water, the 
twenty-two gun fliip hauled within about a quarter 

of 
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ijcq. of 3 mile of the fa&ory, and began to fire: a( the 
fame time thofe who were affiore played upon it 
with their mortars and guns from the weftward. At 
about three in the afternoon a fummons was fent 
from the French camp. Upon a confultation held 
in the fadtory, the military gentlemen were of opi- 
nion that the houfe was not tenable j it was there- 
fore unanimoufly agreed to furrendcr upon the belt 
terms that could be procured, and thereupon the fol- 
lowing capitulation was lighed. 


Articles of capitulation for the Eafl- India Company's 
'factory of Gombroon , between Alexander Douglafs, 
Efquire, chief of the faid fettlement and coun- 
cil , and Monfieur Des Efjars , captain of his moft 
Cbrtfian Majefiy's fhip Condi, and commander in 
chief of the prefent expedition , and Monfieur Char- 
ttyau, captain , commander of the land forces. 

Articlb I. So foon as the prefent capitulation is 
figned, a detachment of French troops are to take 
poffeflion of the fadtory ; the keys are to be deliver- 
ed to the commanding officer,' and no perfon is to 
come in, or go out, without his permiffion, as he 
will take care to prevent difordcrs and thefts. 

II. All effedts of what kind foever contained in 
the fadlory, are to belong to the btfiegers, and are to 
be delivered to the French commiffary, with all 
books and papers in pofieffion of the befieged ; the 
befiegers are to be (hewn the warehoufes, that they 
may place the neceflary centinels over them. The 
artillery, arms, ammunition, provifions, money, 
merchandize and (laves, in general every thing 
contained within the fadtory, are comprehended in 
this article. 
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III. The Chief, the Garrifon-fattors, writers, 
and all Europeans in the fervice of the Englifti Eaft- 
India Company, in general all the fubjetts of his 
Britannick Majefty in the fattory are to be prifoners 
of war, under the following claufes only. 

IV. Whereas Monfieur d’Eftaing, brigadier of 
foot, and formerly a prifoner of his Britannick Ma- 
jefty, is now on board the lhip Conde, in his way to 
Europe, by the way of Bufforah, and being defirous of 
rendering more fecurc the intelligence received of an 
exchange having been made in his behalf, between 
Mr. Pigot, governor ot Madrafs, and Monfieur 
Lally, lieutenant-general j it is now agreed betweeA 
the befiegers and befieged, that Alexander Dou- 
glafs, Efquire, chief of the Englifti Eaft- India Corn- 
pany’s fattory at Gombroon, with Willian\Na(h, 
enfign Johnfton, Dymoke Lyfter, lieutenant George 
Bembow, lieutenant Richard 'Evans, and Richard 
Mainwaring, are lawfully exchanged for Monfieur 
d’Eftaing ; and they are at full liberty to go.where 
and to what places they pleafe, in confequence of 
which, Monfieur d’Eftaing is under no other claulc 
than what is fpecified in the fi*th article. 

V. Though the prefent exchange of prifoners is 
an unnecefiary precaution in behalf of Monfieur 
d’Eflaing, yet all perfons mentioned in the preced- 
ing article aie abfolutely free, but fiiould Monfieur 
d’Eftaing have been already exchanged, as he un- 
doubtedly is, in that cafe, tor the leven perfons alrea- 
dy mentioned who now enjoy their liberty, a like 
number, and of equal ftation of his molt Chriftian 
Majefty’s fubjetts, are to be rclealcd whenever a car- 
tel is made. 

VI. Monsieur d’Estaing, in order to fulfil 
with the greateft exattitude the piomife he made go- 
vernor 
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vernor Pigot, that he would not take up arms againft 
the Knglim on the Coromandel coaft only, for the 
fpace of eighteen months, reckoning from the firfl 
of May, one thoufand feven hundred and fifty-nine: 
defires it may be inferted in the prefent capitulation, 
that notwithftanding he is now exchanged, yet he 
will keep the promife he made governor Pigot, of 
not taking up arms againft the Englilh on the Co- 
romandel coaft only, for the fpace of eighteen 
months, but he is at freejiberty in all other places 
to take arms. 

VII. If it is pofiible to agree about the re-pur- 
phafing of Gombroon fattory, it will be looked on 
as part of the prefent capitulation, the befiegers re- 
ferving to themfelves the liberty neverthelefs to do 
therewith as they may think fit, ihould no agree- 
iner# be concluded with the befieged. 

VIII. In confidcration of the exchange of Mon- 
fieur d’Eftaing, and at his particular requeft to 
Monfieur Des Efiars, Alexander Douglafs, Efquirc, 
chief of the Englifh Eaft -India Company’s fettle- 
ments of Gombroon, and all others mentioned in 
the fourth article, have liberty, and may carry away 
all their own effefts of what kind or fort foever, ex- 
cepting ammunition, provifions, marine, military, 
or warlike Itores. 

Dated at Gombroon the fourteenth day of Octo- 
ber, at fix o’clock in the morning, and in the year 
of our Lord one thoufand (even hundred and fifty- 
nine. 

Alexander Douglas. 

Des Ess a ks, 

Charnvau. William Nash, 

Richard Johnston. 

As 



As it mud appear very extraordinary that the 
Count D’Eftaing fhould chufe to have his name fo 
often mentioned in the capitulation, the impoffibility 
of his having had the intelligence he pretends to 
have received, will make it Kill more furprifing: 
for it is a certain fadt, that there had not been eveh 
an attempt made towards his exchange. The pa- 
role he gave was in the ufual form •, not to ferve di* 
redly or indiredtly againft the Knglifh, during the 
prefent war, or till he ‘fliould be regularly ex- 
changed. 

On the I2th, while the French were {landing 
into the road, Moolah Allee Shaw came to the fac-» 
tory, and gave the agent all imaginable affurances 
of his affording him affiftance, and that if the French 
attempted to land, he would do what was in his 
power to prevent it ; but when the agent lent to 
him in the morning, acquainting him, that they 
were approaching the (hore in order to land, in Head 
of performing his promife he remained quiet in his 
fort, and though about ten o’clock, he was defin'd 
to fend a few men to our affiftance, he abfolutely 
refufed. The reafon he afligned for not fulfilling 
his offers was, that one of his {hips (then at anchor 
in the road; was in the power of the French, and 
that if he afiifted us with any men, they would car- 
ry her away. His fear and prefent intereft governed 
him at that time, and foon after the French landed, 
he fent them fuch refrefhments of greens and fruits 
as the feafon afforded, offering to fupply them with 
whatever was in his power. 

The French during their {lay paid little regard to 
the articles of capitulation. On the 30th of Ofto- 
ber, at about twelve o’clock at night, they went 
on board their fhips, having firft fet fire to the fac- 
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1759. tory. They dug mines in fever?! parts thereof', 
wryv fomc of which took effect -, they had likewife fixed 
combuftibles to the beams of the apartments and 
warehoufes. The greateft part of the wall of the 
ealt-fide of the factory was blown up, and the del- 
ing and flpor of the apartments of the weft-fide 
were burnt. Moolah Allee Shaw's people took away 
the beams, planks, and window-frames, and fet fire 
to all the doors and other wood-work, for the fake 
of the iron that was in them. 

Had Moolah Allee Shaw afted a becoming part, 
many valuables might have been faved, after the 
French evacuated the faftory ; for they left upwards 
of thirty thoufand maunds of copper, with feveral 
other goods, which they could neither carry away 
nor deftroy : but notwichftanding all the applications 
that were made to him, inftead of placing people to 
prevent thefts, and fecure what remained, or even 
to extinguifh the fire, he gave the faftory up to a 
general pillage ; and in a vifit he made the agent, 
he had the aifurance publicly to confels, he believed 
there was not a man in the town but had his fliare of 
plunder. What with the copper, and other goods 
the French gave Moolah Allee Shaw before their 
departure, and the copper which he clandeftincly 
carried to Ormus, he was fuppofed to have got in 
the whole to the amount of fixty thoufand roupees, 
(not reckoning the guns which the French left be- 
hind) and his whole gang of Arabs enriched them- 
felves proportionably. As for l’uch of the lower 
clafs of inhabitants as had got any booty of copper. 
Moolah Alle Shaw obliged them to fell it to him, at 
the rate of two roupees the maund : but the Arabs 
had the precaution to fend their plunder to their dif- 
ferent habitations. 
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The French and Moolah Alice Shaw* entered into x 7r0 
articles of alliance* wherein it was agreed that there \sy\j 
Ihould be an everlafting friendftiip between them, 
that his ports and veflels ftiould be fecure, and that 
whofoever were Moolah Allee Shaw’s enemies, 
fhould likewife be enemies of the French nation. 

The writing given by them was in the French lan- 
guage, figned by Monf; 1 D’Eftaing, the counter- 
part given by Moolah Alice Shaw was in the Per- 
sian language. 
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l 757 • TT has already been related by what means the 
JL revolution at Belli was brought about in the 
year 1 754 *. 

In the beginning of the year 1757, Ahmed Ab* 
dalla, the Pactan Chief, marched to Belli, and took 
Allum Geer, and all the Omrahs prifoners. 

Aftf.r having kept pofieflion of the capital for 
fome time, he at length on the 6th of June, fent for 
the Mogul to his tent, where he received him with 
great honour, and replaced him on the throne, 1 hav- 
ing firft fecured to himfelf as large a treafure as could 
be expected from the low ftate of the finances of 
the Empire. He then proceeded to Agra, and feiz- 
ing the revenues of that diftrift, marched to Lahore, 
from whence he iflued his orders to all the neigh- 
bouring Nabobs and Rajas, that they Ihould ac- 
knowledge themfclves in iubjedtion to his fon Ti- 


Scc page 77 and 78. 
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mur, whom he then proclaimed King of Lahore. 1759. 
Having thus inverted his fon with the dominion of a 
country from whence he propofed that he fliould alfo 
fuperintend the affairs of Indoftan, he returned to 
his own country, recommending to Timur to treat 
the Mogul with continued marks of regard and 
friendfhip. 

Shaw Abadin Cawn, the fon of Gau/edy 
Cawn, and confequcntly the true Vice-Roy of the 
Deckan, chofe rather rp fuffer his right to be 
ufurped by Salabatzing than rclinquifh the office of 
Vizier, which gave him fo great an afcendency 
over the Mogul, and confequentiy an unbounded 
power in the Empire. But as all power is preca; 
rious, the ions of the Emperor became daily more 
formidable to the Vizier, and created him continual 
trouble and jealoufy. At length about the end of 
the year 1759, to free himfelf from all foiicitude 
of that kind, he rcfolved on the murder of his maf- 
ter, in order that he might place in his ftcad a more 
inconfiderablc reprefentative of the royal family, 
who ffiould be lefs refpettable in himfelf, and not 
fo formidable by the fupport of his children or other 
relations. As thefe were the great obftacles to the 
ambition of the Vizier, they were no lefs fo to the 
execution of his prefent defign : therefore to remove 
them from the capital, he propofed a hunting-match, 
and took with him the fons of the Mogul, and the 
greateft part of his friends, to a great diftance from 
Delli. The next difficulty was to overcome the 
fufpicions of the Mogul, and the fuperftitious prin- 
ciples of the Moors, who though they are ready to 
execute any kind of villainy, can never be brought 
to murder their fovereign in the fanttuary of his own 
palace* 
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1759# It was well known that Allum Geer had -a moft 
particular veneration for the Fakeers \ and the Vi- 
zier was fenfible that unlels the Emperor could be 
prevailed on, by a motive of devotion* to come 
from under his roof, no other inducement could 
ever engage him to abandon what he would confi* 
der as his only protection in the abfence of his 
friends. Every thing being concerted accordingly, 
before the departure of Shaw Abadin Cawn, the 
creatures of that minifter came to the Mogul, and 
informed him that a Fake^r of moll eminent fanfti- 
ty was in the garden, and though it was with great 
reluctance that the Emperor yielded to the di&ates 
of his zeal, he was at length by their perfuafions, 
prevailed on to go out and meet this holy perfon, 
whom he had long expreO a defirc to lee. He had 
not advanced many tbps in the garden, when two 
Moors in the habit of Fakeers, came fuddenly be- 
hind^him, put a noofe about his neck, and then 
(tabbed him with fpears till he died on the fpot. 

As foon as the Vizier was informed of the death 
of his* mafter, he immediately confined his fons, 
and all the friends of Allum Geer, who were then 
with him, and placing pn the throne one of the 
royal family, whom he thought the moft convenient 
for his purpofe, went himfelf dire&Iy to join an ar* 
iny of Marattas* who were waiting for him about 
thirty miles from Delli. 

It was not long before the Pattans, equally dif- 
pleafed with the Vizier for his conduft, anci the 
Marattas for interfering in the government of 
Pclli, marched a confiderable force againft them, 
and coming up with them at a place called Paniput, 
near a hundred miles from Delli, they killed the Ma- 
rm general, and put the army to flight, which re- 
treated 
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treated till they were joined by another body of 
their own troops. They were purfued by the Rat- 
tans, and routed again in another engagement. 

Ahamed Abdalla then entered Dclli, and plac- 
ed his fon Timur upon the throne; and orders were 
iflued out to all the Rajas and Governors in- the 
neighbourhood, to exert their utmoft to prevent the 
Marattas from approaching the city. 
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N Otwithftanding the attention of the reader has 
been long fufpended from the Coaft of Coro- 
^ T mandel, the principal objeCt of thjs work ; it is ex* 
pedient here to give an account of the engagement 
at lea in 1759. This will afford an opportunity of 
purfuing, afterwards, the affairs of the Coaft without 
interruption. 

Vice Admiral Pocock having refitted his fqua- 
dron at Bombay, and made it ready for the fta by 
the 17th of April, 17 59, failed on that clay for the 
Coall of Coromandel, ufing his utmoft endeavours 
to get round Ceylon before the french fleet, which 
were expeCted foon to fail from the iflands of Mauri- 
tius and Bourbon. 

Having gained this neceffary point, he continu- 
ed in the proper (lations to intercept the enemy, or 
proteft our own trade, till the third of Auguft, and 
then, as the feafon advanced, proceeded to cruize off 
Pondicherry, in hourly expectation of the enemy. 
The whole month being pall without any advice of 
the French fquadron, which had fo long been expect- 
ed, provifions and water grew Ifiorr, and the admiral 
was obliged while he continued to cruize for the ene- 
my, to proceed to Trincomalay the firft of Septem- 
ber to water the (hips, as he found it very difficult 
to water them at Negapatam. He had difpatched 
the Company’s frigate Revenge a few days before, 
with orders to proceed off* Ceylon, and look out for 
the epemy. The fecond, at ten in the forenoon, they 
faw from the maft-hcad fifteen fail in the S, E. quar- 
ts 
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ter, Handing to the N. E. which proved to be the ene- 1 759. 
my’s fleet, and foon after perceived the Revenge < — >r — J 
chaced by one of their frigates, which fired feveral 
(hot at her. Upon this the admiral made the fignal 
for a general chace, and flood towards them with 
all the fail he could make, which obliged the enemy’s 
frigate to give over chace, and rejoin her own (qua- 
dron. The abatement of the wind prevented our 
getting near them when the day clofed. 

The French line confided of eleven fail of large 
lhips. Le Zodiaque, M. D’Ache, lieutenant-gene- 
ral, feventy-four guns, and fix hundred and fixty 
men. The Minotaur, M. L’Aguille, ChefD’E- 
(cadre, feventy-four guns, fix hundred and fitfty 
ipeo. Le Comte de Provence, M. La Chaile, 
feventy-four guns, fix hundred and fixty men. 

Le Gentaur, M.Surville, feventyguns, fix.hundrcd 
and fixty men. L’A&if, M. Beauchaine, L’ll- 
luftre, M. De Ruis, and La Fortune, M. Lobry, 
all of fixty-four guns, and fix hundred men. 1 e 
Vengeur, M. Palliere, fixty-four guns, and five hun- 
dred men. Le Due D’Orleans, M. Surville le Ca- 
det, Le St. Louis, M. Johannas, Le Due de Bour- 
gogne, M. Benvet, all of fixty guns, and five 
hundred men. They had two frigates, and two 
flore-fhips. 

This extraordinary force, like which none had 
ever yet been (ecn in the Indian (eas, was chaled, in- 
vited, and in vain provoked to fight, by a much in- 
ferior (Length ; for the Englifli fquadron were no 
more than nine lhips of the line, of which two were 
only fifty gun (hips, and the largeft carried no more 
than fixty-cight guns. They were the Yarmouth, 
vice-admiral Pocock, captain Harrifon, fixty-fix 
guns, five hundred and forty men. The Grafton, 
tear-adfniral Stevens, captain Kempsnfelt, fixty- 
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1 759. eight guns, five hundred and thirty-eight men. The 
— vw Elizabeth, captain Tiddeman, fixty four guns’, four 
hundred and eighty men. The Tyger, captain 
Brereton, the Sunderland, honourable captain Col- 
ville, the Weymouth, Sir William Baird, baronet; 
all of fixty guns, four hundred and twenty men. 
The * -Cumberland, captain Somerfet, fifty-eight 
guns, fiv£ hundred and twenty men. T he New- 
caftle, captain Michie, and the Salifoury, captain 
Dent, each of fifty guns, three hundred and fifty 
men. There were alio three frigates and a firefhip. 
From hence will appear, the difproportion of the 
two fquadrons, which was fo great that the French 
had a fuperiority of one hundred and ninety two 
guns, and two thoufand three hundred and fixty- 
five men, befides the great advantage in the fizc of 
their (hips. 

* m 

Notwithstanding fo apparent an inequality, 
the French endeavoured by taking the opportunity of 
the dufk, and falling off of the wind, to fteal away 
undifeovered, but were fruftrated in this defign by 
the Revenge, who having orders to make fail to the 
S. E. and try to keep in fight of them, about eleven 
at night, made a fignal lor difeovering the enemy, 
and then the whole fleet bore down towards them. 

About one in the morning of the third, a heavy 
fquall coming on, which continued till three, oblig- 
ed us to bring to, and clew up our top* fails. At 
day light we faw the enemy’s fleet bearing N. E. by 
N. about five or fix leagues diftant. The admiral 
then made the figtial for a general' chace to the N. 
E. Point Pedfo on the ifland of Ceylon bearing weft* 
diftant fix or feven leagues. At nine, the enemy’s 


* The Cumberland ‘being weajc and di fabled, was reduced frorii 
66 guns to 58. 

fleet 
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fleet bore N. E. by E. and were formed in a line of 1 7 ^g. 
battle a-head on the (larboard tack, with the wind 
about W. N. W. A little after nine, the admiral 
made the fignal for the line of battle a bread, and 
flood for the center of the enemy’s fleet, which kept 
under-way, and appeared to go from the wind ♦, by 
which means we altered their bearings greatly, for by 
noon they bore S. E. by E. diftant fix or foven miles. 

The wind decreafing as the day advanced, we were 
not able to form our line till near fun-fet, two of our 
fquadron, the Tyger and Newcaflle, failing very ill, 
though they made all the fail they could croud. 

About a quarter after five our fquadron being 
nearly a-breaft of the enemy, they wore and came to (he 
wind on the other tack, upon which our (hips tackt, 
the rear firft, and fleered with the enemy’s fquadron. 

We were now about four miles diftant with yery little 
wind,* had fcarccly fteerage-way, and continued fo 
till near ten, when a frefh breeze (piling up from the 
S. S. W.on which we hauled clofe to the wind under 
our topfails, and formed the line a head. This (hift 
of wind, brought the enemy a-ftern, and a little 
upon the weather-quarter of our line, but foon after, 
it proving hazy, we loft fight of them. It is remark - 
able they made no fignal in this or the preceding 
night, either with’ guns or lights. The Revenge 
was fent to look out a ftern, but not being able to 
difeover them, was ordered to keep a-head with bet- 
ter fuccefs *, for abbut eight next morning, the Re- 
venge made the fignal for feeing four fail to the N. E. 

A general chace was begun by the whole fquadron, 
and continued till near two in the afternoon, at which 
time feeing no more than two fliips, and finding he 
could not come up with thofe, the admiral made the 
fignal for the Revenge to come into the fquadron, then 
flood to the northward, and made all the fail he could 

to 
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1759 * t0 S ct off Pondicherry, juflly concluding the French 
v— fquadron was bound thither. 


The admiral arrived off Pondicherry on the 
eighth early in the morning and law no (hips in the 
road, but at one o’clock in the afternoon difeovered 
the enemy to the S. E. and by three, counted thir- 
teen fail, he was then {landing to the lbuthward with 
the fea-hreeze, and to prevent their parting him kept 
a good look out the following night. At half an 
hour pall fix in the morning of the ninth, he faw 
part of the enemy’s fquadron to the S. W. and by 
nine, counted fixteen fail. At two in the afternoon, 
the wind fpringing up, the admiral made the fignal 
for a general chace, and at four, the enemy appear- 
ed to be formed in a line of battle a-breaft, and 
fleered right down upon him. The Revenge was or- 
dered to keep (during the night) between our fqua- 
dron and' the enemy, to obferve their motions. The 
tenth, at fix in the morning, the body of the French 
fquadron bore S/ E. by S. diftant eight or nine 
miles, apd was formed in a line of battle a- head, on 
the {larboard tack. We cpntinued bearing down on 
them in a line of battle a-breaft, with the wind about 
N. W. by W. At ten the enemy wore and formed 
the line a-head upon the larboard tack. At eleven 
we did the fame, and kept edging down upon them. 
At two in the afternoon, the Yarmouth being nearly 
a-breaft of the French admiral’s fecond in the rear, 
and within mufquet {hot, M. D’Achc, made the 
fignal for battle. The admiral immediately did the 
fame, on which both fquadrons began to cannonade 
each other with great fury, and continued hotly en- 
gaged till four, when the enemy's rear, and foon af- 
ter their center, began to give way j the Sunderland 
having got up fome time before, and engaged their 
ftern-moft fhip. Their van made fail, flood on* 

and 
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and with their whole fquadron bore away, and fleered 
to the S. S. E. with ail the fail they could make. 

As four of our (hips in the van had fuftained a 
hot fire from fix of the enemy’s largeft (hips during 
two hours ; after fo great a difadvantage^ we were 
in no condition to purfue; for the Tyger having her 
mizen-maft and maintop* mart (hot away, appeared 
in other refpeds to be greatly difabled : the New- 
caftle was much damaged in her mafts, yards, and 
rigging-, and the Cumberland and Salifbury in the 
rear, were not in a condition to make fail. 1 he Yar- 
mouth had her foretop-fail- yard (hot away in the 
flings; and the Grafton and Elizabeth were greatly 
difabled in their mafts, yards, and rigging. The 
Weymouth and Sunderland, the only fhips that had 
not fuffered, could not get properly into a'&ion, as 
M. D’Ache began to engage before they could clofe, 
and by that means thofc two were precluded from 
their fhare in the engagement, fo that only, leven of 
our fhips received the whole fire of the enemy’s fleet 
till near the conclufion ; and then only eight. 

The enemy continued retreating to the fouthward 
till dark, at which time the admiral, ordering the 
Revenge, as ufual, to keep between him and the 
enemy, lay to, with the fquadron, on the larboard- 
tack; in order for the difabled fhips to repair their 
damages. At day-light in the morning, we law the 
enemy to the S. S. E. lying to alfo on the larboard- 
tack about four leagues diftant ; the wind being 
about weft. The enemy upon feeing our fquadron, im- 
mediately wore and brought toon theothertack, and 
continued fo till the evening, when their diftance was 
fo much in'creafed that we could fcarcely difeernthem 
from the main-top. At this time the wind coming 
to the eaftward, the admiral wore and flood under an 
eafy fail to the N. W. the Sunderland having the 

Newcallle- 
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i 759. Newcaftle in tow, the Weymouth the Tyger, and 
— the Elizabeth the Cumberland. 

The French having received lefs damage in their 
rigging (though they were very much Jhattered in 
their hulls, and fuffered a lofs of near fifteen hundred 
men killed and wounded j were enabled now to gain 
the only point they feemed to be folicitous of obtain- 
ing. They failed diredtly for Pondicherry, and land- 
ed four hundred European feamen, (for they brought 
no troops) two hundred Coffrees, about two or three 
lack of roupees, and the diamonds which they found 
in the Grantham Indiaman, for that Ihip had been 
taken. by the French near the Cape, in her paffage 
home. The value of the diamonds might be about 
two lack more. 


Our lofs was very confiderable, though greatly 
inferior to that of the enemy. We had one hundred 
and eighteen men (lain in adlion, and fixty-fix died 
of their’ wounds, Befides thefe, a hundred and 
twenty-two were dangeroufly wounded, and two 
hundred and flxty three (lightly, fo that our whole 
number killed and wounded, amounted to five hun- 
dred and fixty-nine men. Amongft the (lain was 
captain Michie, who commanded the Newcaftle, 
captain Gore of the marines, and lieutenant Red- 
fhaw, both of the Newcaftle. Lieutenant Elliot 
and the gunner of the Tyger, the mafter of the Yar- 
mouth, and boatfwain of the Elizabeth. Captain 
Someriet, who commanded the Cumberland, was 
wounded in one of his ancles, and captain Burton 
received a contufion on his head. All the officers 
and feamen in general behaved with the greateft 
bravery and fpirit during the aftion, and by the 
vigour and conftancy of their fire obliged the ene- 
my to retreat, notwithftanding their great fupe- 
riority. 
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The admiral having loft all hopes of renewing 
the engagement, on the fifteenth ftood into the road 
of Negapatam. There he anchored and continued 
repairing hjs damages, and refitting the lquadron till 
the twenty-fixth, when having put the fhips in as 
good condition for fervice (as the time permitted) 
h? weighed and ftood to the northward. , He was 
joined by the Revenge, which he had fent with dif- 
patches to Madrafs, who brought him fixty three 
men belonging to the Bridgewater and Triton. They 
were taken in Fort St. David, and had been exchang- 
ed at Pondicherry. Theft he ordered on board the 
Tyger and Newcaftle, as thofe were the (hips which 
had loft the greateft number of men in the late en- 
gagement. 

Bv this frigate the Governor and Council lent a 
letter-to the admiral, >f which the following’ is*an ex- 
tra#. 

S I R, 

THE Revenge anchored here in the night of the 
fourteenth inftant, and the next morning we received 
the honour of your letters, dated the eighth and 
twelfth inftant, containing advice of your dilcovering 
the enemy’s fleet on the fecond, and after much fatigue” 
bringing them to aftion the tenth. The warm fire 
you fuftained for two hours with feven fhips againft 
eleven, and obliging them at laft to make their re- 
feat, will do immortal honour to you and Mr. Ste- 
vens, and all the brave officers who have the happi- 
nels to ferve under you ; and we feel much for the 
commanders of the Weymouth and Sunderland, who 
were deprived by the nature of the enemy’s dilpofi- 
tion, from coming in for an equal lhare of the glory 
of the day. We look upon this as the laft effort of 
the enemy, and well might they boaft of their fupe- 
riorityj but the check they have met with will fliew 

‘ them 
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, j eg, them that they are difappointed of the mighty effe&s 
they expe&ed from this armament. It is fortunate 
that you found means to force them to an engage- 
ment before they readied Pondicherry, as the troops 
they may have brought for landing, have, no doubt, 
had a (hare in the !ofs. As yet we have not heard 
of their aivival at Pondicherry, but we fuppofe them 
there by this time, as the winds have been ftrong 
foutherly. After they landed their troops and (tores, 
no great advantage can be hoped by engaging them 
again, and we would rather take the liberty to re- 
commend the waiting until joined by the reinforce- 
ment expedted from England, &c. &c. 

. Fort St. George, 

Sept. 1 6, 1759. 


Th£ French by their having been fome time at 
Pondicherry, muft have had it in their power to 
come out from thence well prepared for adtion : but 
the admiral, as he was obliged to pafs them in his 
way from Negapatam to Madrafs, judged that his 
doing it in the night would be liable to mifinterpre- 
tation, and’ that it would certainly give the enemy 
reafon to conclude, that we had fuffered fo much in 
the late adlion as to be defirous of avoiding another 
engagement •, therefore he determined not to pafs the 
enemy’s port without looking into it by day-light. 

The twenty- feventh at day-break our fleet were 
got clofe in with Pondicherry road, where the French 
fquadron was laying at anchor in a line of battle. 
The fquadron was not in a condition to withftan^ 
the fire of both the (hips and fort at once, therefore 
the admiral drew into a line of battle a-head upon 
the (larboard tack, and was then very near within 
random (hot of their neareft (hip. The wind being 
off (hoie, and about W. S. W. our (hips lay with 
their main topfails to the mall, juft keeping a 
5 4 proper 
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proper fteerage-way for the line to continue well 
formed. While our (hips continued in ihisfituation, 
the French admiral made the fignal at fix o’clock to 
heave a peak, and an hour after to weigh, and by 
the time all their Iqurdron, which confuted of 
eleven fail of the line, and two frigates, was under 
fail, it was near ten o'clock, at which time, as the 
wind was o(Flhorc,our (hips were confequently driven 
to leeward of them, and lying as before mentioned, 
expecting they would bear down direftly and en- 
gage; but M. DMche made the fignal for his iqua- 
dron to keep clofe to the wind, and al lb to make 
fail, and (trerched away to the fouthward in a line of 
battle a head, by which mancguvic they increaled 
their di (lance from about random fbot ar day-ljghr, 
to near four leagues to windward at fun let. Had they 
cut or (lipped their cables on firlt diicovermij us, we 
mttft have come to action by fcven o'clock, anti af- 
ter they got under fail, had they bore dirc&ly down, 
we might have been dole along fide by eleven. 

The admiral was now convinced that the enemy 
had no inclination to corne to a (Icond action; and 
as their whole conduct manifefled an iuiention to get 
off and make good their retreat to theiflands, he con- 
fulted the rear-admiral and captains on their prefcnc 
(ituation, and the probable confequence of a further 
purfuit. They all agreed in opinion that the French 
officers being rcfolved to fatisfy themfelves with the 
very trifling fervice they had done the Company by 
Healing in thole infufficient fupplies to Pondicherry, 
were now determined to avoid any farther engage- 
ment; and that if .we purfued with any view of 
coming up with them, they would lead our fhuitered 
fquadron quite to their illands. But befides, that rhe 
condition of our (hips would not permit us to fol- 
low them at all to the fouthward, upon fo little pro- 
Y ijpeft 
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1759. fpedt of fervice, there was a more cogent reafon for 
their immediate return to Madrafs, for at that time 
there was not above two days bread on board the 
fquadron, and but very little water. 

It was expedient to repair to that port as foon as 
poffible, in order to get a fupply of provifions and wa- 
ter for rite voyage to Bombay, before the change of 
the Monfoon*, which was near at hand, at which 
leafon it is dangerous to remain on the coaft. There- 
fore the whole fquadron anchored in Madrafs road 
on the twenty -eighth, and fuch expedition was ufed in 
vi&ualling the (hips, and adminiftering to the reco- 
very of the fick and wounded, that they were en- 
abled to fail again the 1 7th of Odtobcr •, and the 
next day they met rear-admiral Cornifli with four 
fhips of the line, and the Ajax, Stormont, and 
Houghton Indiamen, on board of which was colo- 
nel Coote with the greateft part of his battalion. 

Admiral Pocock ordered all the troops which 
were brought out in the (hips of war to be put on 


• On the Coaft of Coromandel the wind changes from fouth to 
north-eaft molt commonly between the fifteenth and thirtieth of 
October. It is belt to leave the coaft between the fifteenth and 
twentieth, but it is full late to ftay till the end of the month. In 
order to effett fome very important fet vice, it may be not altoge-' 
thcr imprudent to rifque the wintering a fleet in thefe Teas, be- 
caufc in India, as in all other places, fome winters are more, and 
fome lefs tempertuous than others. In 1741 M. de la Bourdon- 
nais remained on the coaft without any danger till the *wenty- 
fccond of Ottober, but in 1746 he was furprized With a ftorm, 
which funk and damaged his whole fquadron. In 1 747, and 
1748, the Knglilh fleets kept the coaft, and met with no violent 
%vinds during the whole fcafon. "And on the twenty-fourth of 
April, 1749, there was a tempeft which deftroyed fifty or fixty 
veffcls of different nations. All that one can infer fiom hence is, 
that it is prudent to leave the coaft in the middle of October. 
Mem: ire M* de la Bvurdonnah, 


board 
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board the Quecnborough, and difpatched her, with 1759. 
the three Indiamen, for Madrafs, where they arrived c/'V'NJ 
the twenty- leventh. The whole fquadron now failed 
for the coafl of Malabar, and in going round Cey- 
lon, they met with fuch hard gales of wind, that the 
Cumberland and Salifbury made the fignal jo fpeak 
with the admiral, being in great diftreis from leaks, 
which they could not keep under with all their 
pumps. The Salifbury*? diftrefs being thd greateft, 
the admiral ordered her to be affifted with eleven 
men and an officer from each fhip, for their own 
people were over-fatigued by being kept conflantly 
to the pump; and notwithstanding this fupply of 
freffi men, and their having thrown overboard thir- 
ty of their guns, at the end of two days they found 
the water ftill gain upon them, and were obliged 
again to make the fignal of diftrefs. Upon this; the 
admiral ordered all the boats in the fleet to flay by 
the Salifbury to fave the crew, in cafe of the fhip’s 
foundering ; and fent admiral Cornifh and captain 
Harrifon on board, to examine into her fituation be- 
fore he would too haftily take the people out of her. 

They immediately ordered freffi men to the pumps, 
beginning with their own barge- crews, and by this 
means they foon cleared her, and by the help of a 
thrum’d-fail put under her bottom where the princi- 
pal leak was, they made it pra&icable to keep her 
free with half her pumps, and now judging her to 
be no longer in danger, they returned to their own 
fliips, and the Salifbury made fail the next morning. 

The admiral being dejfous of fending rear-admi- 
ral Corniffi to the coaft of Coromandel as foon as 
the fcafon would permit, difpatched him with the 
Lenox, Duke of Aquitain, York, Falmouth, Wey- 
mouth, and Sunderland, for Telichery, which was 
the general rendezvous. The weather becoming 
Y 2 exceeding 
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exceeding fine, and the Monfoon appearing to be fet 
in, the admiral differed every (hip to make the bed 
of her way for the intended port, knowing that a 
fingle (hip will always make a fpeedier paflage than 
a fleet, and as they arrived they might begin to take 
in their yvater, and put their ftek on (hore. The 
twentieth of November the Yarmouth arrived at Tc- 
lichery, as did the Elizabeth and York, and by the 
thirty-firrt the whole ftjuadfon came in. 

That no time might be loft for refitting the 
/hips at Bombay, and preparing them for their return 
to the coaft of Coromandel, the admiral gave or- 
ders* to admiral Stevens on the twenty -fixth, to 
proceed dircftly for Bombay, with the Grafton, 
Elizabeth, Tyger, and Salifbury, and followed him- 
felf flie twenty-ninth, leaving orders with admiral 
Cornifh to fail with the fix (hips under his command 
to the coall of Coromandel on the fifteenth of De- 
cember, as it was to be hoped the fcafon would 
then be favourable, and the lick and wounded re- 
covered. 

Admiral Pocock had received orders to return 
to England, never thelefs upon the news of frefli 
diffurbances in Bengal, he determined to remain 
with the Yarmouth fome time longer, and afted 
in purfuance of this resolution, till fuch time as ad- 
vice was received of the entire re eftablifhment of 
the affairs of Bengal, and the fignal victory obtained 
over the Trench on the coaft of Coromandel. 

$ 

1760 Upon fo happy a turn in the affairs of the Com- 
pany, the admiral thought it now advifeable to 
comply with the orders for his return, efpccially 
as he had the fatisfattion to iee the command de- 
volve on fo brave and experienced an officer as 

rear: 
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rear-admiral Stevens, whofe worth had been proved 1759. 
by his behaviour in the three engagements, as well s^-y'V 
as by the conllanc harmony which had always fub- 
fillcd between them, and his alacrity to concur in 
any iervice for the honour of his country. 

The admiral had himfelf received from tlje three 
Prefidencies the ftrongeft expreflions of their fenfe 
of the zeal which he had at all times (hewn, and 
the aftual ferviecs which lx* had lo oicen performed 
for the bendit of the Ea(t- India Company, and the 
honour of the Britilh flag, j laving at length re- 
lumed his intention of returning to Europe, he 
difpatchcd rear-admiral Stevens for the coaft of> 
Coromandel on the twenty firft of March, with 
the Grafton, Elizabeth, Tygcr, and Newcaftle, and 
jailed himfelf the fevcnih of April in the Yar- 
mouth, • leaving at Bombay the Salilbury, % wllich 
had had a thorough repair, and was then almoft 
ready to fail, and the Cumberland, which was to be 
taken into the dock the fu ll high tide. 

Admiral Pococrc authored at Anjengo the fc- 
venteenth of April, and failed from thence the 
twenty-firll. He there received a letter from admiral 
Stevens, dated the eleventh, on which day he failed 
from that port, acquainting him with his proceed- 
ings, and that he had retaken three fmall Englifli 
veflels off the Vingorla Rocks, from the Malwans, 
a fet of pirates who had taken them but a few houis 
before. There had been no account of the French 
fquadron fince the time of their departure from Pon- 
dicherry on the fecond qf October, 1 7 59. 

On the eighteenth of June, admiral Pocock ar- 
rived at St. Helena, where he found the Cokhefter 
and Rippon waiting to convoy feventeen of the 
Y 3 Company 



326 NAVAL OPERATIONS. 

J 759* Com P? n y ,s ^*P S > three °f which were of extraordi- 
nary great value, having on board a large quantity 
of rich goods and diamonds from Bengal. For the 
fecurity of fo confiderable an objeft, the admiral 
thought proper to delay his voyage till the feventh 
of July, on which day the whole fleet being ready 
to failj he took them under his command, and 
anchored in the Downs the twenty-fecond of Sep- 
tember, with the richeft convoy that ever arrived at 
one time in England. 1 
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COAST of COROMANDEL. 


T HE China (hips being arrived at Madrafs with 1759. 

three hundred of colonel Coote’s battalion, in s 
the beginning of September, major Brereton, now 
commander in chief, being very (anguine for aftion 
upon the ftrength of this reinforcement, prevailed 
on the Governor and Council, though with difficul- 
ty, to confent to an attempt upon Wandewafli. 

Both armies had laid fome time inactive 5 the French 
in Gingce, Wandewaffi, Arcot and Chittepur, and 
our troops at Conjeveram. At Wandevvafh was a 
party of four or five hundred hrench, which colonel 
Brereton, by a fudden march, propofed to (hut up 
or drive from thence, and then take the place before 
the enemy could colleft their force. Every thing 
was to be ready with great fecrecy by the tenth, and 
all neceflaries were accordingly prepared. The rains 
which fell about this time caufed a delay till the fix- 
teenth, when the news arriving of the engagement 
between the fleets, the Governor and Council wrote to 
major Brereton, that they thought it would be better 

y 4 to 
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to make no motion till it was certain whether the 
enemy had received any reinforcements. 


Major Brereton being unwilling to oe With- 
held from a favourite project, by a iiippofition to 
which he did not give any weight, marched and took 
Trivitore the twenty- fixth, where he made priioners 
one captain and twenty* two men of the Lorraine regi- 
ment, and eight huiTars. He then proceeded to 
Wandcwalh, and endeavoured, but in vain, tb draw 
the enemy to an aftion out of the Pettah, (the town 
or village belonging to and commonly furrounding 
every Indian fort.) The French having fome intel- 
ligence of our preparations, by the delay from the 
tenth \o the twenty- fifth, difeovered our intentions, 
and nad made themielvcs almolt equal to our force, 
vh.ch Wc^s far fhort of feventeen hundred men, the 
number that had been at lirft propofed. Major Brc- 
re:on g ve out ordas for an atiack to be made upon 
W andcwa lvPauh at three o’clock in the morning 
of the firll of Udobcr, by rnajois Monfon and 
CaiiljUid, with live hundred men at one end of it, 
and major Gordon, with two hunched men between 
the fort and Pettah. Major Monfon meeting with 
little refinance entered without lois, and foon after 
major Gordon attacked, but received lo warn fa (ire 
from the fort and the Pettah, that his party broke, 
and only twenty men got in with him : however he 
joined major Monfon, and they advanced to the 
head of the Pettah, Living diivui the enemy quite 
out of it. But as our peop'c were i xpofed to a great 
fee, and eve>y ilreet was enfiladed irom the fort, 
they reti rated towards the center of the Pctrah, and 
them took poll, detaching loinc pickets in the ftreet 
to the light anci Jefr, which was all that could be 
done till day-fight. 


Th* 
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The French having made a difpofition for that 
purpofc, at day-break attacked our parties on alJ 
tides, who after near two hours warm difpute, were 
obliged to abandon the Pettah, (leaving four guns 
behind them) with the lofs of two hundred and two 
men in the aflion and retreat. The enemy fullered 
no lefs in point of numbers, but we had a yioft ef~ 
fcntial difad vantage in the lofs of eleven officers of 
approved worth and bravery. The army was Hill in 
a condition to have undeitaken fomething of confe- 
quence, but the advanced ieafon, the fcardty of pio- 
vilions, and the difeouragement of an unfuccefsful 
attack, were reafons that juflly determined them to 
go into cantonment at Conjevcram. 

In the neighbourhood of Trichinopoly, near EI- 
lavanafore, is a ftrong place called Tagada, Jiekl by 
Kiltnateuzc, an ally to the Nabob, who had been 
very troublcfome to the French, and frequently, with 
•the affiflance of the garrifon of Trichinopoly, beat 
fcveral of their parties. PJis little fort was by folia- 
tion almoft impregnable, but wanted ammunition to 
hold out againlt inch a force as the French were now 
rtfolved to fend aga nib it. 

Captain Smith apprized of their defigns, and 
having intelligence that a confiderable party of the 
enemy' were actually marching again ft it, confiding 
of one hundred European infantry, forty huflars, 
five hundred black hoile, fourteen hundred fepoys 
and matchlocks, and five pieces of cannon. Captain 
Smith had the precaution to throw into the place 
three companies of fepoys, under the command of 
ferjeant* major Ilunrerman. Afterwards he detach- 
ed lieutenant Waillard with forty Europeans, fix com- 
panies of fepoys, three fmall guns, and a large flip* 
ply of ammunition, with orders to proceed within a 
night’s march of Tagada, and then to forward the 

ammu- 
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ammunition with one company of fepoys : and from 
the particular fituation of Tagada, he had great 
hopes of throwing in this fupply with fafety. Be- 
fore the party reached Volconda, the Nabob’s horfe, 
in number one thoufand, marched and joined them. 

The' enemy having collc&ed all their forces, 
made four feveral attacks on the town of Tagada. 
They brought two guns tp each gate, and ordered 
two parties to efcalade the walls. The attack conti- 
nued a confiderable time, till at length a party forc- 
ed a pafiage at one of the gates, and brought four 
guns into the town, lb that it was with great difficul- 
ty i|ic garrifon could gain the rock, where there were 
lbme provifions, ammunition, and water. They fent 
word to lieutenant Raillard that they would hold out 
till lv*‘ came to their relief, which they defired he would 
do as fpeedilyas pofTible, as they had loft near one-third 
of their people in the late attack. The enemy fuf- 
fered much more, having thiity Europeans, and two 
hundred fepoys killed and wounded. Kiftnarauze, 
with all his horfe, and fepoys, marched in the night 
from Tagada, and the next day joined lieutenant 
Raillard, by wliofe advice it was determined the next 
morning early to attempt the relief of Tagada. 
They marched accordingly, till they came within two 
miles of the fort, where, upon the appearance of the 
enemy, they halted and began to cannonade. This 
gave time to the French to bring up their artillery. 
Upon the firft difeharge of the fieid-pieccs, the Na- 
bob’s horfe fled with the utmoft precipitation, nor 
could all the intreaties of lieutenant Raillard and 
kiftnarauze bring them back. This happened be- 
fore the enemy’s infantry appeared. Soon after our 
fepoys feeing themfelves abandoned by the horfe, 
took a pannic and fled likewife. About two hun- 
dred, chiefly officers, remained with the Europeans 
and TopalTes, who guarded the guns, and were en- 

endcavouring 
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endeavouring to make good their retreat to a village 1 7 ^ 
about a mile in their rear •, thefe being in fome dif- ly'V'N* 
order, were hard pulhed by the enemy’s European 
cavalry and fome infantry, who having taken pof- 
fefTion of the guns, our whole party was entirely 
routed, the Europeans and Topaffcs either killed or 
taken prifoners, many of the fepoys cut* to pieces, 
and all difarmed. Lieutenant Raillard, who was on 
horfeback during the engagement efcaped being made 
prifoner, but did pot long furvive the difgrace of his 
defeat, for it made fucli an impreffion on him as 
doubtlefs produced his unfortunate end. Having 
no cartridges to load his arms for his fatal defign, 
he bruifed himfelf lb much with repeated ttrokcs on 
the bread and head with his piftols, that he fell off 
his horfe and expired, about five miles from the feene 
of adion. As he was found there witK no other 
marks of violence, it is evident he deflroyed Iiimfelf 
in the manner above mentioned. 

The mifearriage of this brave man was owing to 
his impatience at the cowardice of the Nabob’s horle: 
for as foon as they broke, he left his own troops, 
who were in need of his prefence, and might have 
profited by it, and rode among the broken cavalry. 

Vainly attempted to rally thole who were alike in- 
fenfible to his exhortations or reproaches. Soon af- 
ter ferjeant Hunterman furrendered the fort of Ta- 
gada upon honourable terms. 

The French, to make a diverfion to the fouth- 
ward, and alfo to have at hand a lufficient force to 
furprize Trichinopoly upon the firft favourable occa- 
fion, marched a large body of men towards Serin- 
gam. An advanced party of them were difeovered 
from the Golden Rock, near Trichinopoly, and a 
Tally was made from that garrifon with fome Euro- 
peans, fepoys, and the Nabob’s horfe, who came 
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upon them in the night and took one officer, thirty 
Europeans, forty Coffrccs, and fepoys, and killed 
or difperfed the remainder of the corps, taking alfo 
their arms, baggage, and ammunition, with two 
field-pieces. The main body of the French army, 
confifting of above a'thoufand Europeans, continu- 
ing their march to Seringam, attacked and carried 
it, there Being only two companies of fepoys to de- 
fend it. As this final! body made a gallant refifl> 
ance, the French, in refentment, moll: fhamefully 
turned them out of the place, and then font their 
horfe after them to cut and mangle them, and fired 
grape (hot on fome that were then got to the glacis, 
by.which means above a hundred were killed. The 
French left two hundred F’.uropeans at Seringam, 
and returned with the reft to join their army, finre 
which, one of their convoys going to Seringam was 
furprized'by captain Smith who commanded at Ti i* 
chinopoly. 

On advice of an elcort being atTJtatore, captain 
Smith detached a party of fifty F-iuiopeans and fome 
fepoys to intercept it. The French marched an 
equal force from Seringam for the prote&ion of 
their convoy. Captain Smith, as (bon as he found 
they had weakened their force at the Pagoda, attacked 
it with the remainder of his garrifon from Triclpno- 
poly. As he received a wound in the attempt, it had 
no other confequencc than that of bringing back the 
French detachment. Our party in the mean time at- 
tackt the convoy in Ulatore, took two officers, with 
thirty-eight grenadiers, and difarmed three hundred 
fepoys, carrying off or deftroying all the ammunition 
and provifions. 

After this, Captain Smith, with the affiftance of 
the King of Tanjore and Tondeman, retook fcvcral 
ports, and interrupted the communication with Sc- 
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ringam, till at length M. Lally, thinking the place 
in clanger, reinforced it with a body of horie, and 
two hundred European infantry. 

It has been already related that three hundred of 
colonel Coote's battalion were brought by tjie China 
fhips in September, and that he arrived himll-lf with 
the remainder of his corps in the Quccnburough 
and the three Indiamen* on the twenty-feventh of 
Odober. As foon as colonel Coote landed, the ne- 
celfary preparations were let about for his regiment 
to take the field. It was in this interval that the ene- 
my lent the large detachment afore- mentioned to the 
fouthward, and pofirfied themfclves of Scringam. 
The Prefidcncy apprehending they might extend 
their defigns againft Trichinoj oly, recommended to 
colonel Coote to proceed with all expedition tdjoin 
the army at Conjevcram, and to form an attack 
ngainft fome of the enemy’s poUeHions in that neigh- 
bourhood, in order to draw their troops from the 
iouthward. The army accordingly marched from 
Conjeveram the twenty-filth of November, and’the 
next day a detachment under major Bratton inveff- 
ed Wandewafh. Two batteries were eic£kd with 
great expedition, they were opened the twenty- 
ninth, and a fummons was then lent by colonel 
Coote to lieutenant Mahony, who commanded in the 
garrifon, to furrender. He very properly returned 
Jor anlwer, that he would defend the fort to the 
laft extremity. 

On the thirtieth, a breach being made, the Kil!c- 
dar, or Moorilh Governor, lent to treat with the 
colonel, offering to pay a firm of money, and deli- 
ver up the French garrifon, upon condition of his 
being continued in the government of the fort ; bur 
before any agreement was peric&ed, the French lbl- 
diers, fearing the intrigues of the Killedar y got upon 

the 



the walls and calling out to our people, declared 
they would deliver up the garrifon. Five officers 
and fixty-three private men were made prifoners on 
this occafion, and a place of great conference in this 
country, which had been often threatened by our ar- 
my, was at length taken without any lofs on our fide. 
There were five hundred fepoys in the fort, befides 
the European garrifon. 

From thence (he army marched immediately to 
Carangoly, and on the fixth of December opened a 
battery againit that fort, which was defended by co- 
lonel O’Kcnnely, and one hundred fcuropcans, and 
five € hundred fepoys. '1 he breach was made the 
eighth, but there being yet a ditch, the palling 
of which might have been attended with lofs of 
men v * colonel Coote thought it better to grant the 
garrifon the terms of capitulation they demanded, 
which were, that the Europeans Ihould not be made 
prifoners, but have leave to march to Pondicherry : 
and accordingly the fort was furrendered. 

The French troops which were aflembled at Ar- 
cot, being joined by the detachment from the fouth- 
ward, the fon of Chunda Saib, and the foil of 
the Killedar of Wandcwafh, were fent with other 
emiflaries to bring over a party of Morarow’s Ma- 
rattas. They had already a great number of coun- 
try troops brought in by M. De Bully, who went 
with a few. troopers as far as Cadapa, to pay a vifit 
to Bafaletzing on his return to Golconda, and not 
being^able to perliiade that Prince to return with him, 
engaged one of his chiefs with a confulerable num- 
ber of country horfc and fepoys, and brought him 
with great Hate to Arcot. Thefe were joined, the 
ninth of January, by Innis Cawn, Morarow’s chief 
officer, with three thoufand Maratta horfe, befides a 
number of foot, who followed them for plunder. 

The 
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The French force at Arcot confided (according to \ 
the bed intelligence) of near two thoufanc! five hun- 
dred Europeans, and M. Lally himfelf refumed the 
command of the army upon this occafion. 

Colonel Coote having poded his forces in a 
drong fituation between Cauverypauk anc| Arcot, 
not more than three miles from the advanced guards 
of the enemy, remained there in order to cover our 
didridts in the bed manner he could againd the ra- 
vages of the Marattas, who were difperfed on all 
fides in fmall parties on purpofe to drive off the 
cattle, plunder the inhabitants, and dedroy the pro- 
duce of the country. The army with colonel Coote 
confided of two thoufand one hundred Europeans, 
(including the artillery, the cavalry, and^officers of 
all denominations) about four thoufand fepo^s v and 
fifteen hundred country horfe. The great number 
of cavalry on the fide of the enemy rendered it in- 
difpcnfably neceflary for us to take into the fervice 
as many of the bed as we could procure, notwith- 
danding'thc immenfe cxpence*, for without them the 
army would have been abfolutely unable to keep the 
field, as it would have been impoflible to have fup- 
plied it with provifions. 

The day after the junftion of the Marattas, M. 
Lally moved with his whole force from Arcot by the 
road of Wandewafh, but on the fecond day, a party 
turned towards Conjeveram, who ranfacked the 
town, but could not get pofleflion of the fort, being 
repulfcd in the attempt, by an officer with two com- 
panies of Sepoys. Colonel Coote, upon this intelli- 
gence, marched with all expedition from Cauvery- 
pauk to Conjeveram. Upon his approach, all the 
enemy’s parties retired from that neighbourhood, and 
joined their main body at Papatangel, a town upon 
the road from Conjeveram to Wandewafh, 
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The enemy's defigns proved to be againfl the Jat- 
V^ry-w ter place, where captain Sherlock commanded with 
one hundred and fifty Europeans and eight comp.v 
nics of fepoys. The fixteenth in the morning, the 
enemy attacked thcPcttah adjoining to the fore, and 
after a ftout refinance from three companies of le- 
poys, commanded by an enfign of the lepoy efta- 
blifhmcnt, lodged themfelves there, and let about 
crefting a battery. The twentieth, they began to fire 
againfl the walls from one twenty four pounder and 
three eighteen pounders. 

, Wandewash was thought a place of too much 
confluence to be fuffered to fall without making 
fomc attempt to relieve it; therefore, though the 
enemy might have fome fuperiority in Europeans, 
bolides their multitude of Blacks, it was determined 
to march the army towards them. 

It had long been debated at Madrafs, and was al- 
ways matter of doubt with many members of the 
Cduncil, whether it would be expedient to hazard an 
action at fo critical a time, for till the arrival of the 
good news from Bengal, the afiaiis of the coaft bore 
a melancholy afpedt. The enemy had greatly the 
fuperiority in European horle, which would have 
led on the Marattas to deftroy our army totally in 
cafe of a defeat. They had already plundered and 
deflroyed the country, and encrealcd the fcarcity of 
provifions to fo great a degree, that the cry for rice 
both at Madrafs and in the army, was exceedingly 
alarming. The army alfo made continual demands 
for their pay, when the country was entirely exhauft- 
ed of calh. At length a vefiel arrived from Ben- 
gal, with the welcome news of the eftabli (lament of 
peace and tranquillity in that province, and the 
long expedted fupply of money, 

8 Tins 
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This was a great relief to the prefent anxiety, and 
gave fpirit to our counfels, as well as to the army 
and our allies, and muft be fuppofed to have had 
fome effeft on an enemy that was naturally prefump- 
tuous. But thefe circumftances did not caule the 
Governor and Council to aft with Ids precaution. 
Still dubious of the event, they approved of Colonel 
Coote’s march towards the enemy, but at the lame 
time ftrongly recommendetj to him to keep Chenga- 
laput and Carangoly in his rear, that he might be 
lupplied with provifions, and have his retreat to 
Madrafs fccured, in cafe of any unfavourable event. 

Colonel Coot e, being determined to march the 
army towards the French, took poll at Outremaloor 
the feventeenth, and judging by his advice from 
captain Sherlock, that the breach in the fort might 
be practicable, the twenty-fecond he refoived to 
make an effort to raife the fiege that morning ; for 
this purpofe he marched with the whole army the 
twenty-firft in the evening, and encamped at Trin- 
borough, about ten miles from the enemy, where lfe 
gave out the following orders. 

Ttinborough Village, January 21, 17C0, feven 
o’clock in the evening. 

The army to march to morrow at fix o’clock by 
the left upon the taps beating, which is to te looked 
upon the fame as the generals beating, it is to form 
and be ready to march off immediately alter. All 
the cavalry and five companies of fepoys to form the 
van of the army, except two hundred Black hoile, 
who together with three companies of iepoys are to 
cover the baggage in the rear. The army toobferve 
the orders given out the twenty -feventh ol Decem- 
ber, which were, that the fuff line confiff cf colonel 
X Draper’s 
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Draper’s regiment on the right, colonel Coote’s on 
the left, and the Company’s in the centre; the ar- 
tillery to be divided as follows ; four pieces on the 
right, four on the left, and two pieces between each 
interval, making in all twelve in the firft line. The 
fecond line to confift of the grenadiers of colonel 
Draper's, colonel Coote’s, and the Company’s, with 
one piece of cannon upon each flank, who are to 
form two hundred pacts \n the rear of the ftrft line : 
an eight inch howkz to be between the two lines. 
Major Brcieton to command the right of the firft 
line, major William Gordon on the left, and major 
.Robert Gordon the centre. Major Monfon to 
coEimand the fccond line. The cavalry to be divid- 
ed into five Iquadrons, the Europeans to make the 
centre fquadron. The names of thejemidars, who are 
appointed to command, to be given into the comman- 
ders in chief to-night. When the line forms, the ca- 
valry will have orders to form about fifty paces in the 
rear of the fecond line, having a proper interval be- 
tween each fquadron : at the fame time the five com- 
panies of fepoys who fopporkd the cavalry are to form 
upon the right of colonel Draper’s regiment, and the 
five companies of fepoys, that were in the rear of the 
line of march, to form on the left of colonel Coote’s 
regiment, five companies who were on the left flank 
'of the line of march, are to form in the following 
manner 5 two on the right of the fecond line, and 
two on the left, and one on the rear with the caval- 
ry. The whole army, as well Europeans as Blacks, 
are to have a green branch of Tamarind tree fixed 
on their hats and turbans, likewife on the tops of 
the colours, in order to diftinguifh them fiom the 
enemy. The commanding officers of corps are to 
take particular care that their refpeftivc corps are 
properly told off, and that the men know their right 
and left hand men and file leaders. They are to be 

cautioned 
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cautioned not to give their fire till they are ordered by 
their refpc&ive officers, &c. & c. 


1 760. 


.The army marched at fix o’clock in the morning 
of the twcnty-lecond, agreeable to the orders that had 
been given out the day before for that* purpofe. 
About feven o’clock our advanced guard of ho lie 
and that of the enemy began to fire at each other, 
upon which captain Baron deVafferot who com- 
manded the cavalry, was ordered to form them in 
order of battle •, he was iupported by five companies 
of fepoys and two pieces of cannon, and colonel 
Coote advancing himfclf with two companies pf !c- 
poys, obliged the enemy to retire to their main body 
of horfe, which confided of two hundred Europeans 
and three thoufand Marattas on the left.* A s die 
whole of our cavalry advanced, that of the enemy 
retreated in pretty good order, till our cannon, which 
was extremely well ferved, obliged them to retire 
precipitately. The major of the brigade Was then 
lent to the army, which was about three quarters of 
a mile in the rear, with orders for them to form the 
line of battle, but not to advance till the colonel had 
joined them, who foon after, having taken pofleflion 
of a tank, which the enemy’s cavalry had occupied, 
returned to the line, which by that time was form- 
ed. After reviewing the whole, and finding the 
men alert and eager to engage, he ordered the army 
to move forwards. About nine o’clock they anived 
at the poll they had driven the enemy from, which 
was about two miles from their camp, and halted in 
their view near half an hour, dining which time co- 
lonel Coote went vciy near to them, and reconnoitred 
their fituation. Upon finding they were flrongly 
potted, and his flanks expofed to the enemy’s caval- 
ry, which was greatly fuperior to his own, he order- 
ed the army to man h by the right in order to gain 
the advantage of a hill about three miles diflant, and 
Z 2 near 
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1760. near two miles from Wandewafh fort* and the horfe, 
Wv which was then in the front, to wheel to the right and 
left and form behind the fecond line, in order to make 
the rear guard. Thus he covered his right flank with 
the hill, and had fome villages in his rear, to which he 
lent his baggage, and this motion obliged the enemy 
to alter their dilpolition. During all this time they 
cannonaded each other, and fkirmilhed with their 
advanced polls and Marattafrorfe, but the latter foon 
difappeared and returned no more. The enemy af- 
ter making their fccond difpofition, moved forwards 
under the cover of a bank. The cannonading then 
began to be fmart on both Tides, and the two armies 
advanced brifkly towards each other. 

At mlvc o’clock the enemy’s European cavalry 
pul bed with a great deal of refolution in order to 
force our left, and come round upon our rear. The 
colonel immediately ordered up fome companies of 
lepoys and two pieces of cannon, to fuftain our ca- 
valry, who had orders, when tlv enemy approached, 
to open to the right and left, ' liich gave room to 
pour in grape- (hot upon the enemy’s horfe from the 
two pieces of cannon, the mufquetry alfo galling 
their flank, while our Ca/alry wheeled and charged 
them in front. They were immediately thrown into 
(.onfulion, and nulhcd h ick above a mile from our 
left, upon the tear of their own people. Our army 
now advanced ii|X)n the enemy, who kept their flank 
well covered by a tank, till we approached near 
enough to perceive the difpofition of their army, 
which was formed in the following manner. The 
ugiment of Lorraine on the right in line of battle, 
the regiment of L.ally on the left with the marine 
formed into a column, and the brigade de L’lndc 
formed into another in the centre, with two tanks 
covering their right and left, and fome broken 
ground in front. 13 y this time it was near one 

o’clock, 
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o’clock, and both armies continued advancing till j 760. 
they came within the reach of mufquetry, when a 
fliot from otir guns ftriklng one of their tumbrils, 
it blew up, by which accident, five of their guns 
became ufelefs to them : upon this major Brereton 
wheeled colonel Draper’s regiment to the left, and 
charged their left flank, which was executed with 
great order and relolution, and much to the honour 
of that corps and their commander; colonel Coote 
feeing that regiment likely to fuffer from a body of 
Black troops, together with their marines who were 
under cover, and fired very brilkly upon them, and 
at the fame time finding the enemy had reinforced 
their left with a picquet from Lally’s regiment, rfr- 
dered the grenadier company of Draper’s, which was 
on the right of the fecond line, to fupport their own 
regiment, and having likewife two pieces of cannon 
playing upon the enemy’s flank, complcated the rout 
of that wing, who abandoned their cannon and fell 
upon their own centre, which was by this time, to- 
gether with their right, clofely engaged with our 
left. lie then ordered up major Monlbn witUthe 
reft of the fecond line, and placed him fo as to be 
able to fupport any part of our line, at the fame time 
flanking the enemy. About two o’clock their whole 
army gave way, and ran towards their own camp, 
but finding that we purfued them, they quitted it, 
and left us entire mailers of the field, together with 
all their artillery, except three final! pieces, which 
they carried off. There were taken twenty pieces of 
cannon, three of which were twenty pounders, one 
twenty Tour, and one thirty* two pounder. 

The Frenfh had eight hundred killed and 
wounded, two hundred of which we buried in the 
field, and we took two hundred and forty prifoners, 
of which number two hundred were wounded. We 
Z 3 loft 
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1760, loft only fifty* two Europeans, officers included, in 

— -v - *-* the field of battle : there were befidcs one hundred 
and forty-one wounded, of which fomc died of their 
wounds: and among thefe was the gallant major 
Brcreton, who had the honour to have fo great a 
lhare in the fuccefs of that glorious day. 

• The French army confided of two thoufand two 
hundred Europeans, including artillery and cavalry ; 
three hundred Coffrees, and between nine and ten 
thoufand Black troops. They had twenty pieces of 
cannon in the field, and five in their batteries againft 
the fort, where they blew up a large magazine of 
powder upon their retreat. Our army amounted to 
fevemcen hundred Europeans, including artillery 
and cavalry, three thoufand , five hundred Black 
troops*, and all our artillery were fourteen pieces of 
cannon and one howitz. 

The principal jperfons among the prifoners who 
were taken, were brigadier general de Bufly, Le 
Chevalier Godevile, quarter matter general. Of 
Laliy’S regiment, lieutenant-colonel Murphy, two 
captains and two lieutenants. Of the Lorraine regi- 
ment, one captain and one lieutenant. Of the In- 
dia battalion, two lieutenants and two-enfigns. Of 
the marines, Le Chevalier dc Bocte, knight of Mal- 
ta, who died of his wounds. All the above-men- 
tioned were wounded, except M. de Bufly, and an 
enfign of the India battalion. Colonel Coote in- 
dulged thefe gentlemen, together with M. Godevile, 
with leave to go to Pondicherry on their parole : but 
when he learnt that feveral officers on parole had 
been in the adtion, he wrote to M. de Bufly and the 
other two officers to repair to MadralS, according to 
.the tenor of their parole: in anfwer to which, M, 
Lally font to offer him their ?anfom in money. 


Sq 
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So compleat a vidory over a fupcrior force could iy6o. 
not have been obtained, but by the mafterly conduft 
of colonel Coote, and the univerial good behaviour 
of all the officers and men ; and it would be great in- 
juftice to pafs over in filence the extraordinary dili- 
gence and fkill of the officers of the artillery. 

The enemy retreated as faft as poflible toChette- 
put, which is eighteen miles from the field of battle, 
and the next day affetnbled the remains of their bro- 
ken army at G ingee ; but the twenty- lixth, M. Lal- 
ly thought propr-r to retire within the walls of Pon- 
dicherry. Our cavalry, being fatigued, were not able 
to purfuc tlvm the evening of their defeat, but *the 
next day colonel Coote font out two detachments to 
harrafsthe enemy*, and upon advice of M. Lally’s 
retreat, he fent frefii orders to captain He V^flcror, 
who commanded the horfe, to deftroy the French 
country round Pondicherry, as M. Laljy had done 
by the environs of Madrafs. To prevent his being 
interrupted in this expedition by the Marattas, who 
were then between Arcot and Chetteput, the celoncl 
wrote to Innis Cawn, to advertife him that, fincc he 
had fhewn by his behaviour in the late ad ion, as 
well as by the whole tenor of his condud, that he 
came not into the country as a foldicr, but only as a 
plunderer and marauder, he mult now immediately 
quit the country, or he fhould be compelled to it, and 
if intercepted, he mu ft exped no quarter for himfelf 
or his troops. 

The Maratta general, fenfible of the fmall benefit 
he reaped from his alliance with the French, who 
were in no capacity to pay him, decamped without 
hefitation, and went oft' to his own country *, ami 
captain De Vaffirot proceeded without interruption 
to lay wafte the bounds of Pondicherry. This was 
not done as a mere ad of retaliation, but as a very ne- 
Z 4 cellary 
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ceffary (tep towards the redudtion of that place, as it 
ftruck a terror into the inhabitants, promoted the dif- 
poficion to defert, and alarming the Black people 
with the dread of a fiege, caufed them to move off, 
and deprived the garriion of the necefiary afliftance 
of the Cooleys. Befkles this, captain De Vafferot 
took four jhoufand head of cattle. 

On the twenty-eighth, colonel Coote marched to 
Chettepijt, and began to ereA batteries, at the fame 
time lum moiling the Chevalier De Tilly, who com- 
manded there, to furrender, which he refuled. The 
next day, after a breach was made, the garrifon 
flung out a flag of truce, and furrendered prifoners 
ofwai*; Here were four officers, fifty -four Euro- 
peans, befides feventy three who had been wounded 
in the battle of Wandewafh, and were at that time in 
the hbfpital * and three hundred fepoys. In the 
fort were taken nine guns, and a large quantity of 
ammunition. 

• 

Captain Smith having been detached after a 
fmall party of French and lepoys, with two brafs 
eight pounders, returned with them the thirtieth, and 
alio brought in a captain of the Lorraine, regiment 
and thru* Fiench commiflaries. And major Monfon 
having thrown a few (hells into the fort of Tim- 
mery, it foon furrendered, and twenty Europeans 
were made prifoners. 

Colonel Coote immediately after the battle of 
Wandewafh, fent orders to captain Wood to inveft 
Arcot. He foon got pofleffion of the Pettah, hav- 
ing routed Zulapherzi rig’s forces, and taken his 
whole camp. On the lecond of February he was 
joined by colonel Coote, who marched with the 
whole army, and encamped within two miles of the 
place. 1 he fame day he began to eredt batteries 

againft 
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againft the fort. Two of five eighteen pounders, 
againft the curtain between the north weft corner 
tower and the gateway, one of two eighteen and 
one twenty-four pounder againft the tower and 
curtain weft of the fouth-wr ft corner tower, and one 
of a twelve pounder againft the north gate, to en- 
filade the weft front. 

The next day the enemy threw a number of 
(hells from the garrifon without any efreft. The 
batteries were opened on the fifth, and the next day 
two of our guns were difablcd, and two men killed 
and four wounded. 

On the eighth, colonel Coote having carried on 
his approaches to thefouth-weft, within two hundred 
and fixty yards of the crcft of the glacis, and.thofe 
to the weft within two hundred and fifty, fummoned 
the garrifon to furrender. He received for anfwer 
from captain Hufley who commanded there, that in 
cafe he was not relieved in fix days he woftld then 
deliver up the garrifon, on being allowed the honours 
of war. 

Upon this, hoftilities were re-commenced, and 
fome of our men were wounded at the batteries and 
in the trenches, by the enemy’s (hells and fire-ball^ 
Our whole lofs amounted to no more than feven 
men killed and fixteen wounded : for the next day, 
the approaches being carried on within fixty yards of 
the creft of the glacis, the garrifon furrendered pri- 
soners of war. 

Colonel Coote took pofieflion of the fort of 
Arcot the tenth of February, and thereby not only 
reftored to the Nabob the capital of his dominions, 
but greatly weakened the French force in India, by a 

capture 



W A k on the 

capture of two hundred and thirty fix European fol- 
diers, three captains, and eight iubalterns. 

M. Lally, immediately after his defeat, fent or- 
ders to recall his troops from Scringam; by which 
means he augmented his army with a great reinforce- 
ment of Europeans (near five hundred horfe and foot) 
but at the lame time being obliged to abandon 
that part of the country, alj thole valuable diftrids, 
from whence the Nabob draws lo confiderable a part 
of his revenue, and, without which, Trichinoply does 
not produce enough to defray the ordinary expences 
oft the garrifon, were now left to be vifited by his 
feveral renters and collcdors without molctlation. 

Rear-Admiral Cornish, arrived at Madrafs 
the twenty third of February, with fix (hips. As the 
French had no fleet upon that coaft, he had nQ ob- 
jed but to co-operate with the land forc( s ; however 
the Falmouth meeting with the Haerlem in her way 
from Merguy, obliged her to run aftiore two leagues 
to the northward of Pondicherry. 

The garrifon of Permacoil and Alamparva having 
furrendered prifoners of war, colonel Coote proceed- 
ed with the army to attack Waldour and block up 
Pondicherry by land, and at the fame time major 
Monfon, With the chief engineer, feven gunners, and 
fifty pioneers, embarked on board the fleet in order 
to begin the liege of Carical, with the afliftance of the 
marines. They were to be joined by forty of the 
artillery, one hundred Europeans, and two thoufand 
fepoys, from Trichinopoly. 

The fleet arrived in the road of Carical the 28th 
of March, and at five in the evening major Monfon 
landed with the pioneers and three hundred marines, 

about 
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about four miles to the north of Carical. They 
marched directly to the town, and took pofleffion of 
it the next morning, with very little lofs; but find- 
ing themfelves annoyed by a redoubt in their rear, 
called Fort Dauphin, they threw into it fome (hells 
the thirtieth at night, on which the enemy abandon* 
cd it, and mired to Fort Lewis. This opened their 
communication with the country, and fupfffiwl them 
with provifions. By the firft of April they had finiffied 
a battery of four eighteen pounders, and being joined 
by the Nabob and the reinforcement they expedted 
from Trichinopoly on the third, they inverted the place 
on all fidcs that night. By the fifth they had eredted 
feveral batteries, breached one baflion and dil mount- 
ed feveral guns, when major Monfon icreived .advice 
that M. Lally had lent one hundred and fifty Euro* 
pean horle within twenty miles, and four hundred 
foot as far as Chillambrum to relieve the Im- 
mediately upon this intelligence he fummoned the 
commandant, and after a ktle difficulty, the place 
was given up and the garrifon made prifoners of 
war. It confirted of two hundred and fix Euro- 
peans including officers, and two hundred fcpoys. 

The fort is a fmall fquare with ravelins before each 
curtain, a falfe bray half round, a good ditch with 
lome water, a covered way pallifadoed, and a good 
glacis with bomb-proof places in the different works 
for five hundred men. The tailors were of great 
fervice in landing the (lores, which they difembarked 
in the night cloie to the enemy without lofs. 

Major Monson marched next to Chillambrum 
and fummoned the garrifon, who by their anfwer 
feemed determined to (land an attack, but in the 
night fome pioneers who were carrying fafeines to a 
battery, miftook their way and marched right againft 
the fort. The French, apprehending they were com- 
ing 
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ing with ladders to fcale the wall, cried out that they 
iurrendered at diferetion. They were no more than 
forty Europeans, with fix officers, and between two 
and three hundred fepoys and Topaffes. About half 
that number were at the fame time in garrilon at 
Verdachilum, who Iurrendered all'o foon after. Ma- 
jor Monfon in the beginning of May joined colonel 
Coote, hatting in the fpace of a month done great 
fervice to the Company by depriving the French of 
very valuable pofiLffions. T/he marines were reim- 
barked, and Mr. Corniih about this time was joined 
in the road of Fort St. David by vice admiral Ste- 
vens with live Ihips from Bombay. The arrival of 
the Norfolk and Panther, on the 14th of June, en- 
creafe<j the lquadron to thirteen fail. 

Colon fl Coote, having taken Waldour and Vil- 
]enoui£, encamped in the front of that village, with 
his left on the delcent of the Red hill, about four 
miles from the town of Pondicherr/ and a mile and 
a half from Oullagary where the enemy (till kept 
poll. He threw up redoubts in the leveral avenues, • 
as they did alfo on their part, and the advanced par- 
ties were within mufquet (hot of each other. During 
this time the French made three attempts on Cud- 
dalore 5 in the firft they carried off feventy Tick ma- 
rines and Tailors, and in the two laft were repulful 
with lofs. 

While the Englilh, dependng on their own bra- 
very, received only fome flight afflftancc from the 
Nabob, whole caufe they had fupported at the ex* 
pence of fo much blood and treafure, the French 
were feeking for fome turbulent neighbour whom 
they might prevail on, by promifes of territory, to 
intioduce an army into the country, and by calling 
off our troops to the prefervation of the parts invad- 
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ed, divert them from their operations againft Pon 
dicherry. 

It was in vain to tempt the King of Tanjorc 
with the promifc of countries hereafter to be taken 
from the Nabob: but the Hate of the kingdom of 
Mai fibre afforded the faireft opportunity for intrigue. 
The Young King, as has been already related, hav- 
ing been in a manner confined to his leraglio by the 
ambition of his uncles, was at this time kept as a 
ftate prifoner by Hydranaig, who, having the com- 
mand of the army, ufurped all authority, and was 
induced to employ it in the conquelt of the coun- 
tries round Tagada. This \yas to be his reward for 
aflifting the french; and the firft fervice he rendered 
them \yas to carry in lbme cattle and provifions to 
Pondicherry. In this attempt the JV3 aiflofeah* at- 
tacked a guard of twelve European and two hundred 
Black horie and fome iepoys. The Black horfe ran 
away, but the European horfe and fepoys, though 
quite furrounded, broke through the enemy and re- 
treated to camp with very little lofs. 7 he Maifto- 
reans in their return from Pondicherry were inter- 
cepted by a detachment from the army, and defeated 
with the lofs of forty men, two hundred horfes and 
all their camp equipage. 

To draw the Mnifforeans from Pondicherry to the 
protection of their own country, captain Richard 
Smith marched from Trichinopoly with leven or 
eight companies of new -railed fepoys, and l’uch or 
the country force as he could on a fudden get toge- 
ther *, and arriving on the frontiers of M a' fibre, took 
two or three linall forts, without oppofition. Tim 
encouraged him to attempt Carriour, a barrier ot 
ftrength, and a key to the Maiflbre country. He 
lent to Trichinopoly for cannon, and under the cover 

of 
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1760. of them, parted a river in fpite of the garrifonof 
Carriour, who endeavoured with two thoufand men 
to oppofe his pafiage, He erected two batteries 
againrt the fort which had an efplanade of four hun- 
dred yards round, and at the lame time carried on a 
fap. At the end of ten days, finding the garrifon 
diipofed'to furrender on honourable terms, he very 
readily granted them, and with little Iofs or ex|ience 
acquired a country which produced five lack of rou- 
pees per annum, and fecurcd fuch an opening into 
the Maiffore country as greatly contributed to the re- 
calling of their troops from the artiftance of the 
french. 

€ 

It happened about this time that the Marattas 
had been in motion to col left their annual -tribute, 
•and. baling fettled the Chout for the country of 
Maiffore were advancing to demand it of the Na- 
bob of Arcot. 'Hie Prcfidency of Madrafs, know- 
ing the prelent fcarcity of money in the province, 
and apprehendinggre.it interruption from an incur- 
fioft of thefe plunderers, had the good fortune to 
prevail with them to ftay fome time at the pafs in the 
mountains, till they fhould fend a proper perfon to 
fettle the payment. This fmall delay proved to be 
of the greatert confequence, for in that interval, the 
King of Maiffore and his other minifters, to deliver 
themfelves from the tyranny of Hydranaig, engaged 
the Marattas to attack his forces and cut him off; 
and to induce them to the undertaking, alledged 
that it was folely owing to him that their tribute had 
not been paid them. The Marattas immediately 
marched a^ainrt him, and he retired . towards a fort 
which he had depended on for his fecurity, blit the 
governor, though a creature of his own, turned the 
guns againll: him. This unexpefted change of for- 
tune obliged him immediately to recall the troops he 
had fent to the aflillancc of the I rench, and to ufe 

all 
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all pofiible difpatch in raifing more. The King, on 1760. 
his part, having fat,i$,6ed the Marattas for the fhare'—v* 1 
they had in this revolution, engaged them to affift 
in completing it, and at the iame time that he 
thus removed them from the province of Arcot atfo 
critical a jun&ure, he lent ro Madrafs to propofe 
terms of friendflvp, difavowing the proceedings of 
Hydranaig as a rebellious fubjedt. His meflage was 
received with due refped, and orders were immedi- 
ately fenc to Carriour for all lvoftilitics to ceafe on 
that fide. 

M. Laj.lv having detached two hundred men to 
augment the garrifon at Gingee, major prdlon was 
ordered to take poll at Katclagranom in order to cut 
off* the enemy’s communication with Pondicherry. 

He had already under his command fiftceh, hun- 
dred fepoys and as many Black horle, and be- 
ing now joined by a considerable body of Euro- 
peans, he attacked feme ftrong pods on the hills, 
and having carried two of them, tfledually’prevent- 
cd the enemy from moving out that way. In this 
fituation the two parties continued obferving each 
other’s motions. The army alio remained inadive, 
being greatly weakened by the detachment lent oQ , 
to major Prefton. 

At length, the rainy feafon drawing near, gover- 
nor Pigot and colonel Coote folicited the admiral to 
land his marines, in order to a (lilt in taking Arian- 
copang. They were lamled at Cuddalore the 29th 
of Auguft, and arrived at the camp the next day. 

Colonel Coote immediately made a difpolition for at- 
tacking Ariancopang by a detachment of eight hun- 
dred men under major Monlon, while he with the 
main body marched againft Oullagary where the 
French were ftrongly potted. 

5 M. 
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, _5 0> M. Lally, who had intelligence of this plan, re- ; 
folved, by an unexpedled bold ftroke, at once to de- ' 
feat it and gain fome confiderable advantagroVer the; 
remainder of the army. Accordingly about four in 1 
the morning of the 3d he made fouHttaeks at once, 
by the fignal of two rockets, on our four advanced 
redoubts, Mere we had only fepoys with a few gun- 
ners. The French were repulfed, with lofs, at all ex- 
cept one which they furprized,and fet oh fire, having 
made three gunners prilbners. 

The next night an’attempt was made on the redoubt 
neaij the Tamarind Tope, which was a poll intended to 
{hut up the town on that fide, and ftrongly guarded 
by Europeans. The attack was brilk, and the offi- 
cer who led pufhed with fucb determined refolution 
that ha waS killed on a lithber which doled the bar- 
rier, but tlie enemy was repulfed with lofs. The 
Company’s fliips arriving at this time brought major 
Monfon a commiffion of colonel, by which he took 
rank of colonel Coote, who, being fuperceded, im- 
mediately retired to Madrafs with intent to go to 
Bengal, though he was Hill to retain the command 
while he remained on the coaft. When he left the 
camp, he gave power to colonel Monfon to make 
what motions he Ihould think proper with the army ; 
who, being joined by the battalion of Highlanders 
which arrived in the aforefaid fliips, gave out orders 
on the 9th at midnight, for the whole army to at- 
tack the French polls at Oullagary Church and the 
redoubts in the Bound- hedge. Major Smith, with 
the Company’s troops, marched dire&ly to Oullagary 
where the main body of the enemy were polled, and 
beginning his attack a little before day-light foon 
drove them from their ground, took nine field- 
pieces, and purlued them to a redoubt where they 
made fome Hand, but were foon forced from thence 
quite under the walls of Pondicherry. Colonel Mon- 
i fon 
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fon had provided for intercepting them, having firft 
marched himfelf in purfuance of this plan with two 
regiments to furprize the Waldour and Tamarind re- 
doubts, and thus forcing his way within the Bound- 
hedge, cut off the retreat of the main body of the 
French which major Smith was to drive into his 
hands; but the night being very dark, part of co- 
lonel Monlbn’s detachment mirtook their way* which 
caufing a delay, the colonel, anxious for the fucccfs 
of his plan, put himfelf Jjt the head of the grena- 
diers and led them on. The enemy foon gave way, 
abandoned three redoubts, and left behind them fif- 
teen pieces of cannon ; but the great advantage pro- 
pofed by th(| fuccefs was unfortunately loft, tor co; 
lonel Monfon in the attack received a fliot which 
broke both the bones of his leg, and the comman- 
der in chief being thus difabled at fo critical a junc- 
ture, the troops contented themfclves with ft curing 
the advantage they had gained, and took poll in the 
Bound-hedge. The next day the whole army en- 
camped at Oullagary, from whence ltrong detach- 
ments were made to proteft the workmen in fortify- 
ing the redoubts they had taken, and another de- 
tachment marched to invert Ariancopang. The 
enemy knowing it mull fall, withdrew the garrilba 
and blew up one fide of the fort, which we loon re- 
paired and cltablilhed a port there. 

The prefent lofs which the army fuflained by the 
accident that had befallen colonel Monfon, and the 
confequences to be apprehended from it, induced the 
Governor and Council molt carneftly to entreat co- 
lonel Coote to refume the command. Colonel Coote, 
equally convinced of the ntceflity of his complying 
with their requeft, immediately let out for the. army 
and arrived at the camp the 20th of September. 
The beginning of the next month, finding the enc- 
A a my 
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my were deftroying the Blancherie and ftrengthening 
the ground to the northward, he took three compa- 
nies of Jepoys from the neared port, and attacked 
them in three different places. After an hour’s 
inure firing, he got pofieflion of a fmall redoubt 
which they were fortifying, and immediately ordered 
a paity of pioneers to dole the gorge and endeavour 
to make it tenable. The fame night at twelve, it 
was attacked by three hundred Europeans and feven 
companies of fepoys, wfro got pofieflion, but were 
foon driven out again. 

The feafon of the Monfoon approaching, on the 
6th of October colonel Coote ordered £e whole line 
to Jlrike their tents and march by the left a mile 
and a half from their old ground, in order to encamp 

on a hill during the rains. 

• • 

• 

The next day admiral Stevens, who lay off Pon- 
dicherry, lent in rhe boats of the fleet to cut the Ba- 
leine and I lermione out of the harbour. They mov- 
ed olf* at one o’clock in the morning in two divifions: 
that which was commanded by captain Newfon at- 
tacked the Balcinc, and lieutenant Ourry with his di- 
vifion attempted the 1 lermione. They foon became 
matters of both, notwithftanding they met with a 
flout re Pittance from the (hips, and a (mart fire from 
the fhorc and a floating battery. 

Tins fervice being cffe&ed, on the 23d the ad mi* 
ral having ordered five (hips to remain of}' Pondi- 
cheny, 1'a.Iul himfelf with the remainder of his fqua- 
tlron to 1 rincomalay. Colonel Coote not being able 
to tarry on any vigorous operations before the re- 
turn of the (hips, and knowing that whatever works 
he fhouid confiruft would molt probably be deftroyed 
and levelled by the rains, was folely attentive, while 



COAST of COROMANDEL. 

the Monfoon continued, to cutting off all commu- 
nication between the garrifon and country. 

Therefore during that fcafon nothing material 
was done but by major Prcfton ; who being reinforc- 
ed by a confiderable detachment from the army, was 
particularly employed in blockading the fortrtfs of 
Gingee, and intercepting the convoys which they 
continually attempted to lend out from thence to the 
relief of Pondicherry. Befidcsthis eminent fervice, 
major Prcfton with his ulual activity was from time 
to time fending out detachments from his Mule army, 
to difpoffefs the enemy of fuch fmail lo.ts or polls 
as they had occupied, with a view to facilitate the 
means of ftealing in fupplies to the town. 

i 

This brave and vigilant officer had the goot\ for- 
tune to fee all his undertakings crowned with the 
fucccfs dtey deferved. 

By the end of November the weather appeared to 
be lettled, and it was judged that the rainy feafon, 
was over, therefore colonel Coote, defirous of bring- 
ing the befieged to terms, imagined he might greatly 
add to the diftrefs of a garrifon already weakened 
with famine, and mutinous through difeontent, by 
fatiguing them with the conftant alarm of fome bat- 
teries playing from a diftance on feveral parts of 
the town. The garrifon was now fo pi t fled with fa- 
mine that the number of deferters enctealsd daily, 
and what was the mod melancholy pioot of their 
tlefperate fituation, fourteen hundred of the poor in- 
habitants were driven out of the town*, and when 
our advanced guard of fepoys ordered them to hair, 
they were fired at from the walls, both with mufque* 
try and cannon, and three of thole unhappy wretches 
were killed. They remained lome days in that de- 
A a 2 plot able 
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1761; plorablc fate, without any thing to feed pn but the 

v-w roots S ra / S ^ dll at length colonel Copte, finding 
they were conftantly fired at as they attempted to re- 
turn to their habitations, permitted them to pafs his 
guard and go into the country. 

To give a particular • detail of the approaches 
which* were made to a fort that was npt reduced 
jthereby would be unneedfary. It was the vigilance 
ami condud of colonel Coote and the fca officers 
that brought the garrifon to fuch extremity as to ob- 
lige them to furrender without bloodlhcd. Such 
was the date of Pondicherry, when a fudden ftorm 
. pfwind aridngthe firft day of the year *1 761, putthe 
whole fleet into extreme danger, and deftroyed three 
{hips of the line, the Duke of Aquitain, the Sunder- 
land, the Newcaftle, and the Qncenborough frigate. 
The ‘crews of the two laft with the ordnance and 
{lores were faved, but thole of the firft- mentioned 
perifhed in the fea. Several of the other fhips fnf- 
fered in the ftorm, but fortunately the Norfolk re- 
ceived little damage, and the admiral foon returned 
to his Ration, and continued the blockade of the 
harbour. 

M. Lali.y rook great pains to avail himfelf of 
the accident which had befallen part of thefquadron, 
by endeavouring to perfuadc the neighbouring fettle- 
ments that the whole was deftroyed; but finding 
himfelf fruftrated in his cxpedacion of obtaining 
fupplies, by the diligence of the admiral, he wrote 
fo .colonel Coote in a fit of dcfpair j and having fo 
often and fo publicly vowed the ruin of all the Eng- 
lifh fettlemenrs, and adualjy deftroyed thole in his 
power, he delivered up the important fortrefs of 
Pondicherry, without any conditions : for what ar- 
gument could he urge to exempt that place from the 
fate of port St. David. 

“ " : * ' ‘ Jhe 
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The number of prifoners amounted to two thou* 
fend and fixty-feven. The artillery, arms, ammu- 
nition, and military (tores, were confiderable. 

So great a change of fortune was brought about by 
the conduft of the civil and military officers, and the 
bravery of the troops: for when firft col, Cootecame 
upon the coaft, the Englifh army was greatly infe- 
rior in number to that of the French, yet under that 
difadvantage he gained the decifive battle of Wande- 
wafli j and thus not only fecured our own diftridts, 
but by fteadily purfuing his plan, without any con- 
fiderable reinforcement, had the glory of delivering 
the Englifh fettlements in India from their mod for 2 
midable rival. 


T H E END : i 
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A Che Dc, Adm. of the French fleet, anchors in Fort 
St. David’s road 163 

‘—engages with Admiral Pocock, 0 

breaks the line ol battle and bears away 165 

- — his lofs 166 

engages with Admiral Pocock a fecund time • • 1 78 

avoids him 

• Tfi? fleet, greatly fuperior to the Englifh, who they 

endeavour to avoid 31 3 

cfcapc in the night and fail to Pondicherry 31 5 

* engage the Englifh fleet, but give way with 'all the 

fail they can make 317 

retreat to Pondicherry 318 

on light of Admiral Pocock’s fleet, weigh anchor and 

retreat to the iflands 321 

Adlercron, Colonel, marches to the relief of Trichwo- 
poly 1 48 

takes pofleflion of Wandewafh 

evacuates it and returns to Madraft 149 

and his regiment ordered to England 162 

Ahmed AbdaUa, chief of the Pattans, marches to Delli and 
takes the Mogul and all hisOmrahs prisoners, and after 
plundering the palace replaces the Mogul on his throne 

308 

marches to Agra, frizes the revenues, and illues his or- 
ders to the Nabobs and Rajas to acknowledge his fon 
Timur King of Lahore, whom he appoints to fuperin- 
tend Indoftan 309 

——enters Delli a fecond time and places his fon Timur on 
the Mogul’s throne f 3 11 
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Alamparva taken 34 ^ 

Allem Geer, placed on the throne of the Moguls by the 
Omrahs 78 

is taken prifoncr with all his Omrahs by Ahmed Ab- 

dalla, who replaces him on the throne 308 

——murdered by two Moors difguifed in the habits of 
Fakcers 310 

Amet ShSw, a young prince, his remarkable behaviour 159 
Amoortarow, the Maratca Vakeel, comes with the Nabob 
to Madrafs , 15 5 

aflaults Trcpalour, and is killed 157 

Anavcrdy Cawn, appointed Nabob of Arcot and confirmed 
by Naziizing 4 

Andrews, Mr. lent from Madrafs, to take charge of the fac- 
, tory at Vifagapatam 271 

Angsia, governor of Severndroog, turns pirate 120 

-^•extends his conquers fixty leagues 1 21 

. takes the Darby and Reftoration from the Englifli, and 

thejupiter from the French 12 r 

'throws off his allegiance to the Marattas, who^jpply 

to the governor of Bombay for afliftancc againft him 

122 


attacks a Dutch fleet, burns two (hips and takes a 

third' 123 

— «-on feeing the Englifli fleet abandons the fort of 
Geriah 127 

tries to make his peace with the Marattas, who infift 

on being put in pofli-flion of the fort 127 

Arabs, very infolent and given to plunder 301 

—plunder the Engliili factory at Gombroon 306 

Arcot, taken by colonel Coote 345 

Ariancopang taken by the Englifli 353 

Articles of agreement between the Company and the Raja 
of Vifmaporc fettled by colonel Forde 271 

Articles of capitulation for Fort St. David J 70 

for Gombroon 3 02 

—for Vifagapatam 136 


Alfruc, Mr. the French commandant taken prifoner 71 
Aurengzebe, tries to reduce the Marattas for twenty years. 


but in vain 
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d’Auteuil, his meflage to colonel Lawrence 
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—his inarch to furprize Trichinopoly 14* 

d’Auteuii 
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d’Autcuil, difgraced for having fuffered C. Caillaud to get 
into Trichinopoly 14* 
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B AIlapa, commander of the Marattas, killed 63 
Balazerow, fucceeds his father Budgerow in the go- 
vernment of the Marattas 104 

Bank remarkable, between the Cauvery and the Coleroon, 
deferibed « 23 

Bazalctzing, vifited by M. De Bufly 3 34 

Bandermalanka taken by the F rench 1 35 

Bengal, bad news from thence prevents the Englilh from 
fupporting the Viceroy againft the French 135 

Black, captain, wounded through the leg in a fally * 240 
Bombay * 91 

Bonnagery, taken by the Marattas, who abandon ft 56 
Brcreton, Major, makes a fally from Fort St. George 23a 
—takes the command of the army and furprizas Conje- 
»‘^eram 264 

—takes Trivitore 328 

—attacks Wand ewafh, and takes the Pettah 329 

—his behaviour in the battle of Wandewaflt 341 

dies of his wounds 342 

Bourdonnais M. dc la, his account of the Monfocn 322 

Buchanan, captain, and captain Forbes refufe a large bribe 
frgrn the Marattas to put them in polleflion of Geriali 

129 

Budgerow ufurps the government (of the country fouth of 
Guzarat) over the Marattas, and is called the Nanna 104 
Bufly, Dc, and his troops, ordered by Salabatzing to re- 
turn to Pondicherry 1 3 3 

——takes pofleflion of Hydrabad, and fortifies it to defend 
himfelf 134 

plunders the Bazars 

. — >-is reinforced from Pondicherry and takes Vifagapa- 
tam 135 

—taken prifoner 342 
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C Adapah, Nabob of* killed by the Marattas 156 
Caillaud, captain, his party, furrouflded by the French 
in Tondcman’s country 86 

Caillaud 
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Caillaud mediates between the King of Tanjorc and Tonde- 


man, and prevents hoftilities 130 

marches out of Trichinopoly to the afliftance of Ifouf 

Cawn 138 

-—goes again ft Madura 139 

— — attempts to take Madura by furprize, is difappointed 
. HO 

turns the fiege of Madura into a blockade 141 

-deceives the French, and relieves Trichinopoly 14a 

—marches from Trichinopoly tq befiege Madura : bat- 
ters in breach, and is repulled 152 

- —lands with a detachment at Madrafs 180 

— — receives a major’s commiffion 183 

lent to get alliftance from the King of Tanjore, &c. 


*93 

gets feme troops of horfe from him and marches to 

Chengalaput 195 

*lays a plan for furprifing Sadrafs, but is difappointed 

. ' • 198 

, major, wounded at the taking of Conjeveram 265^ 

Call, chief engineer, his journal 205 

Carical, defcribeJ and taken 347 
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Cauvcrypauk, taken by captain Clive 20 

Chengalaput taken by captain Clive 49 

Chillambrum, taken by the French 58 

Choultry, deferibed 64 

Chout, or tribute, paid to the Marattas 105 

Chunda Saib, ferves as general under Dueft Allee Cawn, 


who gives him one of his daughters to wife * 2 

goes with the Nabob to the afliftancc of the Queen of 

Trichinopoly, and under pretence of a vifit gets pof- 
feffion of the town, imprifons the Queen and puts 
the feveral competitors for the government to death 2 

befieged in Trichinopoly, and carried prifoner to Sat- 

tarah by the Marattas 3 

——at the requeft of Muzaphcrzing releafed from impri- 
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goes to Pondicherry, and gains over the French to join 

Muzapherzing, who appointed him Nabob of Arcot 5 
■■■ — ■retreats with the French into Pondicherry 9 

— raifeq an army, is aftifted by the French, and appoint- 
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2 Chunda 
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ChundaSaib marches with the French againrtTrichinopoly, 
and inverts it 1 6 

— —is taken prisoner by Monagee 37 

——and privately beheaded j his character 37 
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for to Madrals to command the fiege of Arcot, which 
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the Pagoda *33 
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• 34 

——takes M. D'Autcuil and hir, whole party prifonets 36 
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lands with the troops at Gcriah 128 
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—-fent from Madrafs to retake Calcutta ' 135 

detaches two thirds of the army from Calcutta into 

Golconda to prevent M. de Conflans from reinforcing 
M. Lally’s army 2C9 

Coffrees defer i bed 3$ ' 

Coleroon river 23 

Colguddy plundered by colonel Heron 102 

Colleries, described 27 

Conflans, De, commands the French array in Golconda, 

and marches to attack Vifanapore 269 

anny encamped near Tallapool 272 

— — determines to cannonade colonel Fordc in his camp, 
and is defeated by him 273 

retreats after the battle to Rajamundry and Mafulipa- 

tam 275 

—and encamps two miles from the walls of Mafulipa- 
tam 279 

• upon the approach of colonel Forde retreats into Ma- 

fulipatam aito 

Conflans 
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337 

inde- 


Conflans, De, fends an officer to colonel Fordefo afk quarter 
for the garrifon, which is granted 282 

Commiflaries, at Sadrafs 79 

Congrefs, appointed by Mr. Saunders and Dupleix to be 
held at Sadrafs, Mr. Palk and Vanfittart fent on the be- 
half of the Englifh, F. L’Avaur, M. De Kerjean and 
De Baufctt for the French 79 

Coop Saib, comes over from the French and joins the Eng- 
lish army with one thouland horfe and fourteen elephants, 
&c. , 36 

Coot bodeens, treaty with Mr. Spencer 296 

Cootc, Col. joins the army at Conjeveram, and takes the 
command of it 333 

takes Wandewafh and Carangoly 334 

marches to relieve Conjeveram 335 

marches to oppofe the French 

gains a compieat vi&ory over the French at Wand 
wa(h 34! 

— — takes pofleffion of the French camp and artillery 
_ — tak*es brigadier general Dc BufTy and Mr. Le Gode- 
villc, with feveral other great officers, prifoners 
_ — deftroys the country round Pondicherry 343 

obligcshmis Cawn, the Maratta general, to return home 

takes Chetteput 344 

Afcot 345 

Pannacoil 346 

Allamparva 34 ^ 

Waldour 348 

Willcnour 348 

Pondicherry 356 

Cornifh, rear admiral, joins admiral Pocock 32a 

arrives at Madrafs 346 

Cope, Captain, marches to the affiftance of Mahomet Al- 
leeCawn 12 

Coza Abdallah Cawn, appointed Nabob of Arcot 3 

Cuddalore, taken by the French 168 

Cumberland reduced from fixty-fix guns to fifty-eight 314 
- — in great diftrefs 323. 

D 


D Alton, captain, diflodges (lie French' from OotatooiT 

35 

— flufupiu Trichinopoly and in want ofprovifions 5/ 

4 Panwy 
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Danes, attack the King of Tanjorc’s pagodas 131 

pavccotah, taken by the Engliih who haye a grant for it 
from the King of T anjorc 26 

abandoned by the Englifh, the French take poffeflion 

of it 181 

De Leyrit fuccecds M. Godehcu 1 32 

pelli. plundered for three days by the Pattans, who retire to 
Lahore 161 

Deckan, a third part of the Mogul’s empire • 101 

views of the fcveral provinces in it 

Divy ifland, taken by the French from the Englifh ^3 

Draper, colonel, arrives at Madrafs and marches to Wande- 
wafh 1 86 

——makes a fally from fort St. George into the Black 
Town, and puts the French into confuiion, who aban- 
don their cannon # 19 1 

—leaves the army and returns to England for^ecovery of 
his health 264 

Deuft Aliee Cawn, Nabob of Arcot , 1 

killed in battle with the Marattas * • 2 

Duplcix, M. writes to Nazirzing and infills thfct none of 
* the family of Anaverdy Cawn (hall ever govern Arcot 10 
— — and Chunda Saib lay a fcheme to airafiinate Nazir* 

zin g, . 

** — afiociated with Muznphcrzing in the government of 
the Deckan, afTnmes the date of an Eaflern lVince, and 
is proclaimed a Nabob 

-—proclaims Rajah Saib Nabob of Arcot, and by forgery 
got hirnfelf declared governor of the Carr.ctic, keeps his 
Durbar, and fupports the charaderuf Soubaofthc Dec- 
kan 41 

— ~ — falfe afiertinn in his Mcmoire, fee t, )te 37 

“offers the Nabobfhip of Arcot to Mootis Alice Cawn 

42 

— — his manner of relating a lofs of 364 French fc 

vote 75 

— — firgery of the Mogul’s faneds detected by Mr. Van- 
fittart " 8 1 

— is fuperccded, and returns to France 101 

Duplcix Fatcabat, built in 1750, and burnt by captain 
Clive 1751 i + 

EL- 
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E Llavanafore taken by the French 144 

Ellis, Mr, applied to by the inhabitants of Surat to 
recommend the fitting out an expedition from Bombay 
for taking poflefiion of the caffle and Tanka . 290 
Eliniferam, furrenders to captain Dalton 32 

furrenders tu Monagcc f 8 

Englifh and French prupofals 80 

E rad mood in Cawn, fee Muzapherzing 4 

d’Eftaing, Count, taken pnfoncr 192 

infertsa very extraordinary claufc in the articles of ca- 
pitulation for Gombroon 303 


240 

146 


F 

F Itzaitrick, Lieut, wounded tluough both arms 
Kord,£ol. marches to Nelloure 
and batters it 

deferted by the fepoys and retreats 

is ordered <0 the Southward to prevent the defigns of 

the French againft Trichinopoly 
— — his expedition to Golconda 2($ 

Forde, Col. lift of the forces under his command 270 

embarkecj from Calcutta and arrives at Vifagaparam 

joins the Raja’s army 271 

encaifips within three miles of Tallapool 272 

marches to get between M. De Conflans and Raja- 

m tin dry 

forms in line of battle 273 

— engages the French army 

after an obllinate difpute gains a compleat victory 

gets pofiellion of the French camp, baggage, ammu- 
nition and all their artillery, except four field pieces 275 
— -delivers up the foit of Rajamundry to the Raja of Vi- 
fanaporc 

marches towards Mafulipatam 

enters into an alliance with the Raja of Narfipore, 

and is reinforced with his troops 278 

takes polleifion of the French camp near Mafulipatam 

279 

— — inverts and takes Mafulipatam by llorm 281 

Fort St. George befieged by M. LalJy 189 

liege of raifed 


French 
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French army, demand a fum of money of Tanjour but are 
refufed ; retire to Pondicherry 5 

•—-retreat in ih’e night, and leave their artillery behind 
them 8 

—encamp near fort St. David 45 

—march to Aurcngabad, and arc dirturbed by Ballazerow 
the chief of the Marattas 5 2 

—intrench near Trivedy 54 

— attack a convoy going to colonel Lawrcn'ce, near Tri- 
vedy, and are repulfed 5j 

—retreat to Alletore and Moutehillenour Co 

—troops on the ifland of Scringam reinforced from Pon- 
dicherry, crofsthe river, and attempt to efcalade Trichi- 
nopoly ; take Dalton’s battery, and turn the guns againft 
the town 7 3 

are repulfed with great lofs m 74 

— defigns to invade Tanjore with a party of Macattas 76 

flop the proceedings of the congrcfs 81 

p— march into Tondeir.an's country with an intent to 
prevent him from fending any provifions to tltt Englifh, 
■or joining them 83 

^—fc-invardc the King of Tanjorc’s country, take Kil- 

ly Cottah and Koiladdy, and make thcmfclvcs matters 
of the bank, which they begin to cut in three or four 
places 8 9 

— invert Trichinopoly and cut off the communication 
from the English 39 

— retreat, and encamp on the ifland of Scringam 94 

difputc the Nabob’s right to Vclloure 117 

march an army tofupport Moolis Alice Cawn 

—endeavours to get the dominion of all the provinces of 
the Deckan 132 

* ambitious defign difeovered by Ballazerow 1 33 

appear againlt and invert Trichinopoly 141 

ordered to return from Trichinopoly to Pondicherry 

142 

f — retake Outrcmalour 147 

plunder Conjcvtram and arc repulfed 150 

• remain flrongly intrenched at Wandcwafh for two 

months 15 1 

take Chctteput 152 

— — receive a reinforcement from Europe 162 

— fleet anchor in Fort St. David’s road 1 63 

French 
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French army enter the bounds of and take Fort St.David 164 
— — admiral breaks the line and bears away 165 

——their lofs in the battle on the 28th of April} 1758 166 

fleet forms a line of battle 176 

——get off by favour of the night and anchor in Pondi- 
cherry road ijg 

— — fail from Pondicherry road for the iflands 
— -feize a large Dutch (hip and carry it into Pondicherry 
. 180 

—army abandon Scringam and the Englifh take poflef- 
fion of it 

— take Nagore * 181 

—march to Tri valour, and fend deputies to the King of 
Tanjore to demand feventy lacks of roupees, a free paf- 
fage for their army through his country, and afliftancc of 
his troops 

-'demand a fecond time five lacks of roupees j the King 

will jJIve them but four 183 

advance againft Tanjore and fire into the town, 011 

which the negociation is flopped 184 

enoamp'at the mount, take pofleflion of the Gardcn- 

houfe and invert Matlrafs .<489 

takes pofleflion of the Black Town 

feize Sadrafs, turn out the Dutch foldiers, and garrifon 

it * 181 

feizcgPoullicat, a Dutch fcttlement 222 

foldiers fent to guard three boats laden with ammuni- 
tion from Sadrafs to the Black Town, while afleep are 
overcome and bound by the boat-men who land at Fort 


St. David 

— — fpring a mine which is of no fervice tp them 
— — evacuate their trenches, quit the Black Town, and 
raife the fiegc of Fort St. David k)2 

army ready to mutiny 265 

abandon Narfipore and retire to Mafulipatam 278 

army of obfervation prevent colonel Fordc’s receiving 

fupplies from Rajamundiy 279 

takes Raja foundry 280 

fliips, with Dutch colours, appear before Gombroon 

and take it goo 

break the articles of capitulation for Gombroon and 

blow up the bnglifli factory 306 


fleet fupcrior in number and force to the Englifli fleet, 

which 
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which endeavoured In vain to provoke them to fight 313 
French Fleet efcape by hazy weather 315 

— — continue to retreat to Pondicherry 3 1 8 

——on fight of admiral Pocock’s fleet weigh anchor and 
make good their retreat to the iflands 321 

French Army refolved to take Tagada 329 

party defeated near Trichinopoly t 331 

• — army takes Seringam, and cut the garrifon to pieces 332 

aflembled at Arcot 334 

* defeated at Wandewafl\ 341 

— prifoners on parole 342 

— repulfed at Cuddalore 348 

—retire under the walls of Pondicherry 352 

— furrender at difcrction 356 

G 

G AuzedeyCawn, Buckfhee to the Mogul 4 

— appointed Viceroy of the Deckan by the Mogul 1 6 
— — poifoned by his own lifter " 53 

-jjfejiah, deferibed and taken 129 

G ingee, taken by the French 13 

deferibed 43 

invefted and abandoned * 44 

G ingens De, Capt. encamps under the walls of Tiichino- 
poly 1 6 

Godeheu, Mr. Commiflary General and Governor General 
of all the French fettlcments, arrives at Pondicherry 
from France, fupcrfcdcs M. Dupleix, and introduces his 
propofals for a fufpenfion of arms to Governor Saunders 

95 

Godcville, Mr. taken prifoner by colonel Cootc, who grants 
him his parole 342 

Gombroon, an Fnglifh fettlement, taken by the French 300 
Gore, captain, killed 318 

H 

M Ardwicke Indiaman, attacked by two French {hips 

286 

1, lieutenant colonel, his expedition to collet the re* 
venues in the Maduta and Tinnevelly countiies 109 

accompanied by Mauphus Cawn 1 10 

ariives at Madura, takes the governor, with all his 

B b trcafuic 
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treafurc, and marches to Tinnevelly 1 1 1 

I] cron, Lieut. Coi. returns to Madura 112 

— — ntacked By the Collcries, who r.ecoYer. their images ; 

ret irus to Trichinopoly, ^jid tried at a court-martial .1.13 
Huflajs, defert from the French and enter the EngliQi army. 


* 

J Ames, Commodore, joins the Maratta fleet, and fails in 
quell of A ngr id’s fleet 123 

*— — is prevented from coming to an a&ion by the dilatori- 
nefs of the Maratta fleet 1 24 

r— — takes Severndroog and anchors off Bancote, which fur- 
renders to him on a fummons 126 


— — anchors off Dabul with an intent to attack it, but re- 
•*ceive.i orders to return to Bombay 127 

lent to reconnoitre Geriah 


— — joins the fleet under the command of admiral Watfon 
Jembjkifhna and Sex ingam taken, the French furrenJer 


prifoners of 'war 38 

Ingcr.un, taken by the Fiench 135 

Johnflon, Mr. lent to Vifanapore ^ 270 

Journal, of the liege of Fort St. George 205 

llouf Cawn, lent to the afliftance of Mauphus Cawn 137 

marches from Trichinopoly to join the Etiglifh near 

Madrafs, and in his way takes Ellavanafore 141 

Juncan, explained ico 


K 

K ilpatrick, Captain, fhot through the body, and pre- 
vented by the furgeon from being cut to pieces by 
the Maiattas 71 

Kirk, Captain, killed at the head of his grenadiers, who 
are immediately led on by captain Kilpatrick to revenge 
his death and rout the French army 66 

Kiftnarauzc, an ally to the Nabob, Killcdar ofTagada 

3 2 9 

Knox, Captain, detached to purfue the enemy as far as 
Rajam undry 276 

is joined by captain Maclean. His feapoys throw down 

th.ir arms and difpcifc 
—- - ■takes poflefflon of Raj am undry 
— detached againlt Nariipoie and takes it 


278 

LAI- 
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L 

L Ally, M. arrives at Pondicherry from Europe 163 
takes fort St. David, and blows up the fortifica- 
tions J7$ 

— — encamps in the bounds of Negnpatam, and demaiis 
of the Dutch Money, &c. cannon, ammunition and pro- 
vifions 1 8 r 

•— — fends a third time an officer of rank, with aprieft, to 
treat the King of I’anjora, and to remain as homages for 
the performance on his parf 183 

— - — defeats his defignwith the King of Tanjore by his own 
h ally temper 184 

—-defeated in a Tally, raifes the lieges of Tanjorc, and 
returns to Pondicherry 1S5 

——takes Arcot, Tri pa fibre and Conjcvcram Tiinoma- 
lay, and Ihews a defign to take Chengalaput but is pre- 
vented ( . 1 85 

—-attacks major Caillaud’s party at the Mount, and* af- 
ter an obftinate difputc retreats n;6 

— ^eirtarkable letter to the governor of Pondicherry in- 
tercepted by major Caillaud, and fent to Madrafs 199 
— —raifes the fiegeof Fort St. George ' 203 

—retreats precipitately from the Black Town, and blows 
up colonel Lawrence’s country houfe 261 

— — takes pofielfion of Conjcvcram, and fortifies it 
— — refumes the command of the French army at Arcot 3 '>5 

plunders Conjcveram 335 

defeated by colonel Cootc at Wandewafii 339 

— ■ — retreats toChetteput, afiembles the army at Gingcc, 
and retires within tne walls of Pondicherry 343 

recalls his troops from Seringam 346 

attacks colonel Coote’s army and is repulfcd 352 

— furrenders up Pondicherry with the garrilon, prifoners 
to colonel Coote 356 

Lawrence, Colonel, marches from Madrafs to the allift- 
ance of Nazirzing, and is appointed generalifiimo over hit 
army 7 

——informs Nazirzing of a defign againft him 10 

fets out for England 1 ^ 

— returns from Et^Iand and takes the command of the 
army 28 

— repulfes, the French and relieves Trichinopoly 29 

B b 2 Law- 
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Lawrence, Col. gains a compleat viftory over the French 31 
— retires from the army on account of his health 40 

: — his reafons againft attacking Gingee 43 

embarks from Madrafs, and arrives at Fort St.David 45 

. marches out to attack the French, who retreat to Pon- 
dicherry 46 

encamps at Trichanky, and attacks their advanced 

poft at Villcnour 47 

—-—encamps at Bahoor, the French army is ordered by 
M. Dupleix to follow him, gnd arc defeated 48 

—enters Trivcdy with h>s troops 50 

. — marches to relieve captain Daltpn at Trichinopoly 57 
— — goes to meet the King of Tanjore, and is elegantly 
entertained by him 58 

— — arrives at Trichinopoly 59 

-encamps, and is detained 12 months for provifions 60 

Mr. Palk, is com nn /lion cd to treat with the King of 

M^ifore, but prevented by the Fiench 61 

—•--marches into Tanjore country and is joined by that 
King’s forces 64 

—joined with recruits from England * * 

threatened to be attacked by the French 65 

attacks and defeats them 67 

—5 — his army reinforced by captain Ridge 69 

attacks the French army near the Golden Rock, de- 
feats them 71 

• wounded in the arm 


cantons his troops in Koiladdy 72 

marches to the afliftance of the King of Tanjore 90 

— marches with Monagee to the relief of Trichinopoly 93 
— — cannonades the French 94 

— joins the army as a volunteer * 150 

takes poft at the Mount, and keeps open the communi- 
cation between Madrafs and Chengalaput 186 

reinfotccd at the Mount 189 

— — reinforces the garrifon at Madrafs 19P 


— -letter from him to the Governor, giving an account of 
the fupcrftition of the Indians, and the practices of their 
prieft s. . htrodu&ion . 

£orrain regiment mutiny, and declare their refojution to 
put the country ^der $ont(ibutionjlMin!efs they are paid 
{heir arrears in three days, which they receive, and return 
to tbeir quarters i 6 (> 

• ‘ * Mac- 
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M 

p Adcan,Capt. attempts to takeConcale by furprize 179 
_ — is reinforced and takes it 

ladrafs, reinforced with troops from England 91 

—reinforced 203 

befieged ijfp 

—journal of the liege , 205 

the liege railed 262 

Madura, Governor of, cuts off a party of colonel Heron's 
troops, and plunders the uillages about Tinnevilly 102 
Madura, deferihed 139 

— delivered up to captain Caillaud by treaty 153 

Mahomet Alice Cawn, Nabob of Arcot, Governor of the 
Carnatick, his title difputed by the French, which was 
the origin of this war 'I 

— — upon the defeat of his father retires to Trichinopbly 6 
— — follicits with the Enghfli for afiiftance to fupport him 
againft the rebels, and is joined by captain Cope at Wal- 
dore: his gallant prefent to Nazirzing * » 6 

——his camp is routed by the French 1 3 

Mahomet Alice Cawn, efcapes from the French to Trichi- 
nopoly 15 

confirmed Nabob of Arcot, and is fupported 'by cap- 
tain Copfc 9 16 

hischara&cr 10; 

— — is diftreflcd by the extravagance of his brother 108 

adviled by the Englifh, and fettles at Arcot to fave ex- 

pences 108 

—met by colonel Lawrence, Mr. Palk, and Mr. Walfli, 
and invited to Madrafs 115 

— is received at the Company's garden-houfc by the go- 
vernor, &c. 

Mahomed Ifouf Caun, Soubadar ofNelloure,hischara£et85 
Maiffore, King of, his Character 103 

Maifloreans, demand Trichi nopoly, but are refufed 39 

withdraw their troops from the Englifll army 39 

—^•—declare war againft the Ertglifh-Company, and are 
defeated by captain Dalton 53 

— — they attack an advanced poft, and cut all the men to 
pieces 54 

fupply Pondicherry with cattle and are defeated by the 

Englifh 349 

B b 3 Marattai 
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Marattas invade Arcot, and kill the Nabob in battle 2 

cavalry cut the French fepoys to pieces 34 

chiefs are at variance 39 

demand Trichitiopoly, and are refufed j feparate their 

troops 40 

— attack the Engiifh camp and are repulfed 54 

and Maiflbreans join the French at Scringam 6r 

——try to cut off the communication between Trichinopo- 
ly and Tondcman’s country, and are repulfed 65 

enter the Tanjorc country, plunder it, burn the vil- 
lages, and drive off the cattlg 78 

dcfCribcd 103 

governed by Bramins or Pricfts 104 

— profefs the Gcntoo icligion, and believe inthetranf- 
migration of fouls 105 

— /ree- hooters, their drefs and manner of living 106 

glow rich by making their neighbours tributary to 

them 

— — ambitious views of extending their teritories, they 
majcn to Delli, and fet up a Mogul 107 

— conclude a treaty with the Governor of Bombay, to 
join'in the reduction of Angria 
— — enter the kingdom of Maiffore 

demand the chout of Arcot and Tricbinopoly 

threaten to lay wa(te the countries if not paid 

efcpence of taking a party into Engiifh pay 

• — — farm out their revenue of Surat to an officer 

army routed by the Pattans 

retire at the inthnee of colonel Coote 


i'12 
15? 

154 

155 

'l 7 

289 
310 
. 343 

demand the chout at Arcot, and are engaged by the. 

King of Maiffore to cut off Hydranaig 350 

Mafulipatam, fiege of 280 

the French garrifon furrendcr prifoners of war to colo- 
nel Forde 282 

Mauphus Cawn enters Arcot ,with 2000 horfc, to join the 
Engiifh 84 

— —with his troops joins colonel Lawrence 91 

— refufes to march till his fubfidles are paid 93 

—blocked up by the Polygars* gains a compleat vi&ory 
over the rebels 137 

— oppofes his brother, and drives his forces out of Ma- 
dura 1 38 
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Mcah’ Atchund, applies to the Marattas for affiltance to 
turn out Novas Alice Cawn from the government of Su- 
rat . 289 

is joined by the Stddee 289 

his treaty with VI r. Spencer 29^ 

McerSaib, repul fes the french near Ellavanaforc, and dies 
of his wounds 144 

Michic, Captain, killed 318 

Mogul Shaw Hamet, depofed by Shaw Abadin Cawn, the 
Vizier, and deprived of his eye light 78 

Monagee, pays the Nabob \ vifit with the alTurancc of 
Friend (hip from the King of 7 'anjore 1 14 

Monfon, Major, wounded at the taking of Conjeveram 

265 

takes Timmcry fort 344 

—joined by the marines, takes Carical, Chillambrum, 
and Verdachilum 347 

defeats the French at Oulagary 352 

Monfoon deferibed 322 

Moolah Alice Shaw, governor of Gombroon, refidcs at 
dffnv« 300 

very troublefomc to the merchants, and extorts, by 

means of his Arabs, great Joans from them 301 

— — allures the Englilh of affiflance 305 

— — * refufes, when called on, for fear of the French 3*05 

■ caters itjto an alliance with the French 307 

Moors, the Mahometans improperly fo called, lntrcduttion 
their manners 


and character 57 

Mootis Allee Cawn, his chara&er 103 

— — his deceitful conduct 1 17 

outwitted by Duplcix 

refufes to pay his tribute to the Nabob 

— — fends his Vakeel to negotiate at Madrafs 1 18 

— — pays part of his tribute to major Killpatrick 
—refufes to fulfil his engagement 
Moracin, Mr. fent to reinforce M. De Conflans at Mafuli- 
patam 286 


—finds it taken ; fails with his troops to Gangam, where 
they are greatly harafled by the Raja 
•——arrives at Pouliacat; is attacked by colonel Fifher* 
who takes ten of his officers prifoners 
——returns to Pondicherry with the remains of his army 
B b 4 Morarow, 
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Morarow, commander of the Marattas in Nazirzing’s ar- 
my, account of him * 9 

— fent in purfuit of the French, and with fifteen men 
breaks through their army 

—his detachment defeated by the French 1 2 

— has a defign upon Trichinopoly 49 

is joined by 3000 Marattas 

—goes over to the French 56 

— ravages the country, and cannonades Trividy, which 
the Englifh take from them, and retire 54 

•7— attacks a party of the Tapjore troops 90 

—-—for a ftipulated fum, paid by the Nabob and King of 
Tanjorc, leaves the French army and returns to his own 
country 91 

— — rebels, and endeavours to make himfelf independent 
• 132 

Muflbot, Siddee, feizes the caftle of Surat, 1756, and ap- 
propriates to himfelf one third part of the revenues of 
the town *8$ 

— ;his force 293 

furrenders the caftle of Surat 295 

Muzapherzing, lays claim to the government of tlTk Car- 
natick 4 

goesr to Sattaarah, enters into alliance with Chunda 

Saib, whom he gets releafed, and applies to Ballazerow 
fdr afliftance to fupport his pretentions, who difappoints 
him 

— — raifes an army, is joined by the French, gains a vic- 
tory over Anaverdy Cawn, whom he kills near Arcot, 
and takes Mauphus Cawn prifoner 4 

—takes Arcot, over-runs the whole province, retires to 
Pondicherry, and appoints Chunda Saib Nabob of Ar- 
cot ' 5 

— — — raifes contributions and lays ftege to Tanjorc, and re- 
ceives a large fum to raife the fiegc 
— - — and Chunda Saib, marches out of Pondicherry with a 
large army commanded by *M. D'Auteuil 6 

his army difperfed, he fubmits to Nazirzing, who de- 
tains him a prifoner of ftatc 9 

— proclaimed by the French Viceroy of the Deckan 14 
—routed 16 


4 


Nanna, 



INDEX. 


N 

N Anna, the afling Chief of the Marattas 104 
Nanderauze, his plot to feize Trichinopoly 50 

—is prevented by captain Dalton 52 

—endeavours to get pofleffion of Trichinopoly by ftra- 
tagem, and makes a propofal to M. De Sauuay to join 
him, which he reje&s with difdain # 113 

—decamps from Trichinopoly, marches home andraifea 
a rebellion 114 

—takes Tinnevclly and.bcfieges Madura 130 

Nazcabulla Cawn, refufes to pay his arrears, and is fupport- 
ed by the French 145 

Nazirzing, appointed Viceroy of the Deckan by the Mo- 

g ul 3 

—-marches an army from Aurengabad, to punifh M«za- 
pherzing and Chunda Saib for their rebellion • 4 

—routs the rebels forces, and cuts the French gunners to 
pieces 8 

—retakes Arcot ' *, 10 

— -i-marches to retake Gingee; furrounds it 13 

Ts murdered by the Nabobs of Cadapah and Conda- 
nore in concert with the French. They plunder his 
tent, and divide the fpoil at Pondicherry . 1 4 

— Nelloure, deferibed 146 

Nizam Almuluck, Viceroy of the Deckan * 3 

— — dies, and leaves four Tons, Gauzedey Cawn, Na- 
zirzing, Salabatzing and Nizam Allee 3 


O 

O Mrahs, their cowardice and treachery 1 59 

their defign againft the life of Amet Shaw : arc 

out-witted by him 160 

are put privately to death 161 

Opium, given both to men and horfes to ferve inftead of 
food, as it damps the agpetite, and enables them to en- 
dure fatigue See Introduction 

Origin of the war 1 

Ormus, deferibed 209 

—built by the Portupuefe, who are expelled by tne 
Perfians and Englifh traders 300 

Outrcmalour, fortification deftroyed by colonel Adler- 
cron 14® 

Pallc 
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P Alk, Mr. in company with- the Nabob and 'colonel 
Lawrence* goes to the Kmg<of Tanjore’s court 58.* 
•— -commiflioncd with coloncl-Lawrence to treat witbtfre" 
Kingof MaifTore* 61 

— fiicceeds with the King of Tanjore, and engages him 
to fend 3Q00 horie and 200a iepoys to join colonel 
Lawrence 64 

——appointed one of the comm ifiaries to treat with the 
Fxench, and goes to the congress at Sadraft 79 

— is unfuccefsful at T anjore, occafioncd by the treachery 
of his linguill 85 

— i- — fuccecda with the King of Tanjore to fend his cavalry 
to join colonel Lawrence’s army 90 

— i.ifluenccs the King of Tanjore to* teftore Monagee, 
whom he makes Prime Minifter, and Appoints comman- 
der in chief of his army 9 1 

— —fent jvith Mr. Vanfittart to Pondicherry, and they re- 
turn with the treaty and truce 95 

— — deputed with colonel Lawrence and Mr. Walfh tq inr 
vite the Nabob to Madrafs 1 1 $ 

Pattans, deferibed 158 

— —good foldiers 

invade the Mogul's empire 309 

- — defeat Shaw Abadin Cawn; and place Timur on the 
Mogul’s throne 310 

PHarrafs Cawn, deputy governor of Surat, is propofed 
governor 290 

Pigot, Mr. governor of Madrafs, bis behaviour \ diflributes 
50,000 roupeea to the garrifon 204 

Pocock, Admiral, his fleet fails from Madrafs in quell of 
tht French fleet 163 

comes up with, and engages them 165 

repaires his damages at Madrafs* and fails in queft of 

the French fleet which he find»|R Pondicherry road 167 
—is prevented from coming ujrwith them for many days 
——returns to Madrafs road 168 

— difeovers the French fleet in Pondicherry road* and 1 
makes fignals to- chace them 1 76 

—engages the French fleet the third of Auguft, 1757 

177 

hi? fleet anchor off Carical 179 

Pocock, 
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Pocock, Admiral, refits his fquadron at Bombay, apdJaili 
f<y the coaft of Coroma^d^l 3 1 2 

— cruifes off Pondicherry . 

— — waters his fleejt at Ttincomalay 
— — difcovcrs the French fleet, and chafes them 
—•—-makes a fignal for a general, chacc 313 

—makes a fignal for the line, of battle, wbichtheFiendn 
endeavour to avoid by hazy weather # 315 

— difeovers the enemy’s fleet, and both make the fignal 
for battle, and engage . 316 

anchors with his flcet,in Negapatam road, and repairs 

his damages 319 

* receives a letter from the governor and council of 

Fort St. George 

fails from Negapatam road and difeovers the French 

fleet in Pondicherry road 320 

—obliged to leave off the chafe, and return to Madrafs 
to water his fleet for his voyage to Bombay before the 
change of the Monfoon ^ 322 

detaches rear admiral Cornifh with fix fhfps for the 

coaft of Coromandel 323 

-^^-dfctacbes rear admiral Stevens from Bombay with four 
(hips for the coaft of Coromandel 324. 

— receives orders to return to England • 

anchors at Anjengo and fails for England 325 

arrives at St. Helena, and waits to convoy a large 

fleet of India {hips : arrives fate in the Downs 326 

Polier, Captain, prevents the enemy from cutting offihi$ ( 
retreat 87 

cannonades them, gains a viftory, and retreats in good . 

order 88 

conducts the Nabob to his capital 114 

takes Outremalour 147 

— . — commands the troops in Fort St. David when it is fur- 
rendered to M. Lally : figns the capitulation 173 

*- — to wipe off his difgracc for the lofs of Fort St. David, 
offers to go a volunteer with colonel Draper in a fully 
from Mad rafs 174, 

Pplygar of Marava, offers a free pafTage for the Englifti 
troops, and invites them to fettle in his country 1 1 j 
Pondicherry invefted by the Englifli, and obliged by famine 
' tofurrendcr without any conditions to col. Coofce, .. 356 . 

Prefton, 
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Prefton, Captain, cuts off M. Lally’s fupplies, and greatly 
harraffes him during the ficge of Madrafs 195 

—intercepts a convoy of the enemy’s (tores, &c. 209 

——cuts off the commerce between Gingee and Pondi- 
cherry 351 

-•—blocks up Gingee, and intercepts the French convoy 355 
Priefts, the Bramins, abfolve their warriors by facrificing 

of a Buffalo 105 

a 

• 

Q Ueenborough takes the Ruby, a French fnow 179 

is loft in a ftorm 356 

R 


R Aja, or nominal Prince of the Marattas, deferibed 104. 

' Raja of Vifanapore, imprifons the French Chief, 
plucks down their colours and hoifts the Englifh 268 
- — applies to colonel Clive at Calcutta for alliftance to 
free him from the French tyranny 21.9 

— - — troops more intent upon plundering the enemy’s camp 
than fighting r ^7i- 

Raja of Narfipore, joins his troops with colonel Forde’s 
army 277 

Rajamundry given to the Engli(h by the Raja of Vifana- 
pore 27 1 

—deferibed 276 

taken by the French 280 

Raillard, Lieutenant, fent to the relief of Tagada 330 
—is deferted by the horfe and fepoys 
— lofes his guns, is routed and deftroys himfelf 33c 
Recruits, unufed to the climate, fomc drop down dead af- 
ter a march of eight miles 266 

Reflexions on the nege of Fort St. George 256 

References to the plan of Fort St. George 261 


S Adet Alice Cawn, Nabob of Arcot I 

Saha Rajah, the nominal Prince of the Maratfas 104 
St. David, Fort, inverted by the French 168 

furrenders 169 

St. Thomas’s Mount, deferibed 1 88 


Salabatzing* 



INDEX: 

Salabatzing, proclaimed by the French Viceroy of the Dec* 
kail 1 6 

—in oppolition to Gauzedy Cawn, appointed by the 
Mogul 77 

i his chara&er 102 

•r— with M. De Bully and Law, enter the kingdom of 
M iifibie, and raife a contribution of fifty-two lack of 
roupees ♦ 1 1 z 

— — — difcards M. De Bully 135 

— writes to the governor of Madrafs, for his affiftancc to 
oppofe the French * 134 

——is deprived of alMance by the lofs of Calcutta 13} 
—comes to tetms with the French 13 $ 

—quits the French intereft, and meets his brother Ni- 
zam Allec at Hydrabad 284 

— treats with the Lngjifh, and grants them Mafulipfctam, 
Nizampatam, and obliges the French troops toleave the 
country 285 

Salifbury, firings a leak arid is in great diftrefs , 323 

Saunders, Mr. governor of Fort St. George, arrives at 
Madrafs 1 2 

endeavours to negotiate a peace with M. Dupleix 79 

^——agrees with Mr. Godeheu on a fufpenfion of arms 95 
— — entertains the Nabob at Madrafs * 1 15 

complains to Mr. Godeheu of Nandcrauze’s, breach 

of the fufpenfion 130 

Sauflay, De, commander of the French at Seringam, re- 
fufes to join Nanderauzc in an attack on Trichinopoly 
during the fufpenfion of arms 113 

• communicates thedefigu to major Killpatrick 114 

Schaub’s, Captain, company fent in boats from Madrafs for 
Fort St. David, are taken by the French and carried in- 
to Pondicherry 45 

Seringam ifiand, deferibed 23 

Seringam pagoda’s, deferibed 24 

occupied by the enemy 25 

Scverndroog, deferibed 124 

attacked, burnt, and taken, by commodore James 126 

Shaftfbury arrives at Fort St. George from Bombay 244 

Shaw Abadin Cawn appointed Viceroy of the Deckan by 
the Mogul 53 

Shaw Abadin Cawn, his afcendency over the Mogul 309 

rr— employs two Moors to murder the Mogul 310 

Shaw 
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Shaw Ahadin Cawn confines all the funs and friends of 
i he Mogul, and places on the throne one of the Mogul’s 
relations 310 

Shaw Abadin Cawn joins an army of Mnrattas 

is defeated and routed twice by the Pattans 311 
Siddce, admiral of the Mogul’s fleet, refides at Dundee Ra- 


japotc 


287 

329 

33 2 


Smith, Captain, fends a reinforcement to Tagada 
• — — lurprizes a French convoy 

attacks Seringam, and is wounded 

Smith, v aptain, invades MailTui v e and takes Cariour 349 
\ — obliges the Maiiforeans to leave the French to defend 
their own country 351 

Somcrfet, Captain, wounded in his ankle 318 

Stevens, Rear Admiral, command of the fleet devolves on 
him , 324 

. — retakes three Englifh veftcls from theMalwans, pirates, 
and fails to the coalt of Coromandel 3 25 

arrives in St. David’i road 348 

— — cd'ts the Balcine and Hcrmione out of Pondicherry 
road, leaves five (hips in the road, and fails with the re- 
mainder of his fleet to rrincomalay 354 

Storm ofl Pondicherry, in which was loft three Englifh 
fhips of the line nd a frigate 356 

Surat, inhabitants, invite the Englifh to take pofleffion of 
the caftle, in order topreferve their property 291 

Surat caftlc and Tanka, delivered up to the Englifh 296 
Surat gtms, & c. found in the caftlc, given to the Englifh 
Company 298 

Sufpenlion of arms 95 


T Agada Fort, furrcndcred to the French on honourable 
"terms 331 

Tanjore, kingdom of, its extent and revenues deferibed 26 
Tanjore and Tundrman’s troops join the Englifh 28 

rroops, commanded by Monagee, retake Koiladdy 34 

King, ptomifes tojoih colonel Lawrence, and deceives 

him 54 

-- King, his fplcndid court 58 

: troops, join the Knglifli army, and leave it the fame day 

• hmfe, inftead of purfuing the enemy, plunder their 

camp 72 

Tanjore, 
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Tanjorr, King of, threatened by Nanderauze to have 
his country laid wafte, if he did not quit his engagements 
with the Englilh 73 

troops, commanded by Monagec, defeat the Marattas, 

and take eight hundred horle 79 

troops, dithanded by the advice of Succogee 

—-.in the French intereft 8$ 

» troops, under Monagec, join the Englifh* 93 

—King, his charadter 102 

—King, and Tondcman, proteft againft the Engufh 
treating with the Marava 1 1 1 

•—King, infills on the reftitution of his country taken 
from him by thePolygar of Marava 130 

— alfo two diftri&s that Monagec had conveyed to Ton- 
deman ^ 

—King, confents that the French (hr.uld pafs through his 
country, offers them a fmall lurn of money, but refufes 
them his troops 182 

•—confines the two French hoftages, and ir. a fally de- 
feats the French army, and raifes the liege ofTanjore 184 
— chicanery to major Caillaud 194. 

Tondeman’s chara&er 103 

Trie hi nopoly, King of, dies f 2 

— three competitors for the throne 
—Queen, imprifoned by Chunda Saib, burns the Alco- 
ran, on which he fwore to be true to her, and poifons 
herfelf 

w— — government changed, and becomes dependant on the 
Nabob of Arcot 

taken by the Marattas 3 

— defer ibed 20 

— garrifon makes a fally, and diflrefs the French in their 
retreat 7 r 

—reinforced 76 

—in diffrefs for want of provifion and fuel 82 

— — reinforced from Fort St. David 144 

its importance 345 

Tripetry feaft, deferibed 155 

Trivedy, taken by the French 12 

- — garrifon, fally out on the French, and are put to the 
fword, fur renders to the French 61 

Truce, figned by governor Saunders and Sieur Godeheu 98 


Van* 
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v 

V Anljttart, Mr. is appointed one of the commiflaries t® 
treat with the French, and goes to the congrefs a 1 
Sadrafs 79 

— — difeovers Dupleix’s forgery of the Mogul’s faneds 81 
-fentwith Mr. Palk to Pondicherry, and returns with 
the treat? and truce 95 

Vaflerot, De, Captain, with ten troopers, performs a gal- 
lant aftion 195 

lays Wafte the bounds of Pondicherry 343 

Vifagapatam, fummoned by M. de Bufly, and furrendered 

*35 

Volconda, Governor of, declares for the French x 7 

W 


W Andc#a(h, taken by colonel Adlercron, and eva- 
cuates it 1 49 

. — taken by the Englifli 333 

- — battle near * 3* c 

Watfon, Admiral, arrives at Madrafs, with a fleet from 
England 95 

commands the Englifli fleet againft the pirates ort the 

•v- Malabar coaft 119 

— arrives at Bombay 127 

•— — fummons the fort of Geriah to furrender, but receives 
no anfwcr * filences their batteries and burns Angria’s 
fleet, and takes the place 128 

Weyaconda, attacked and battered in breach, efcaladed, 
and taken by colonel Lawrence 72 

Wood, Captain, routs Zulapherzing’s forces, and takes 
his camp 34 4 
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Directions for placing the P L A T E S. 

Map of the Mogul empire to face the Introduction. 
Map of the coafl of Coromandel 1 

Plan of Trichinopoly 20 

Map of the Maratta country 1 2 1 

View of the attack on Sevcrndroog 125 

V iew of the attack on Geriah 1 28 

Plan of the fiege of Fort St. George 262 

Plan of the battle of Wandewalh 341 

Plan of Pondicherry 352 
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